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X
Preface

(translated from the Publisher’s Note of the first Bengali edition)

The best introduction to the author of this book 1s given by the
work itself. Pajyapada Parivrajakacaryya Tridandiswami Srimad
Bhakti Raksaka Sridhara Maharaja is the fit recipient of the grace
bestowed upon him by that great Universal Guru who shines like
the sun among the Gaudiya Acaryyas: Orh Visnupada Sri Srimad
Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Goswami Prabhupada. Srila Prabhu-
pada, now left this world to join the eternal divine pastimes, is the
Divine Agent to flood the world with the nectarine universal preach-
ing of the glory of the Supreme Lord, n the Divine Succession of
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Although the devotional community is
well-acquainted with the illustrious personality of His Holiness B.R.
Sridhara Mahiraja, I may nonetheless take the opportunity to enu-
merate some of his glories herein for my self-purification.

The brilliance of his unprecendented scholarship is found in the
artful compilation and harmony of Sri Prapanna-jivanamytam, Life-
Nectar of the Surrendered Souls, accurately drawn from the axio-
matic teachings of pure devotion (bhakti-siddhanta-vani) as evolved
by the Vaisnava preceptors in the line of the bona fide Scriptures.
We have already seen the extraordinary competence of His Holiness
in preaching the beautiful, illuminating conceptions of the kings of
transcendental scholars—the Vaisnava Preceptors headed by Sri
Riipa, $ri Sanatana, and Sri Jiva—in various languages throughout
the whole of India. Upon reading the first Sanskrit poem composed
by His Holiness, Sri Bhaktivinoda Viraha Dasakam, our Divine
Master commented that the writing was of a happy style. Srila
Prabhupada profusely praised the devotional gravity of the presen-
tation, revealing his deep satisfaction and joyful confidence that in
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times to come the message of Sri Caitanyadeva would be befittingly
upheld and preached by the author. Just prior to his entrance into
his eternal pastimes, Srila Prabhupada, in preference to hearing
devotional prayer (kirttana) performed by devotees recognized for
expertise, called for His Holiness' pure rendering of Sri Riipa-mafijari
pada, sei mora sampada, the worshipful prayer of the (Gaudiya
Vaisnavas’ most cherished ideal.

The theme of Life-Nectar of the Surrendered Souls 1s described
in the introductory first chapter, Prelude to Approaching Nectar.
In some instances throughout the work, the Bengali verse interpret-
ation of the venerated pure devotees has been fittingly given for
the translation of the authentic stanzas quoted. In Words of Nectar
from the Devotees, statements of the Supreme Lord have occasion-
ally been quoted n conformation with the development of the
theme. In his explanatory aphorisms that precede each stanza, the
author reveals the unique axiomatic truths (siddhanta) of his Divine
Succession. Doubtlessly, the good readers who know the superemi-
nence of the Gaudiya-siddhanta—the axiomatic devotional teach-
ings in the line of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu—will be overjoyed
with His Holiness’ novel illuminations. In the epilogue, the author
has mentioned his line of Divine Succession and the time and place
of the writing of the book.

It has been vividly illustrated herein that a life without surrender
unto the lotus feet of Sri Krsna is utterly futile, and the most
treasured perfection achieved through exclusive surrender has been
revealed. This will especially encourage those who are aspiring to
enter the land of devotion, drawing them onward to the lotus feet
of Sri Hari. And it will infuse spiritual joy and exhilaration in the
hearts of the established devotees. This book is the supreme wealth
of the surrendered souls. Devotion for the Supreme Lord, Sr
Hari-bhakti, 1s the singular quintessence in this world, and only by
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exclusive surrender, Saranagati, is it happily attained. May this
Life-Nectar of the Surrendered Souls graciously appear all the world
over, distributing the ever-increasing aspiration to reach the abode
of divine ecstasy—the lotus feet of Sri Hari. Just as the repeated
rubbing of sandalwood produces more and more charming
fragrance, we remain confident that the faithful devotees, whose
only pleasure 1s in conclusive theological truth (sat-siddhanta), will
experience the ambrosial devotional fragrance of this holy treatise
in their spiritual discussions, and thus relish transcendental delight.
We shall consider ourselves blessed when this book inevitably comes
to be treasured by the august assembly of the fortunate souls.

on the holy anniversary of
Srila Bhakti Siddhanta
Prabhupada’s departure, a Vaisnava’s servant’s servant,

Gaurabda 457 — 8ri Nrsimhananda Brahmacari
(14th January, 1944)

at S$ri Dhama Navadvipa
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All glory to the Divine Master
and the Supreme Lord Sri Krsna Caitanva

Publisher’'s Note

Sri Sri Prapanna-jivanamrtam, The Life-nectar of the Surren-
dered Souls, 15 the crown-jewel of divine literatures as the eternal
elixar of hife for the exclusively surrendered souls, the bestower of
the perpetual relish of full-fledged nectar, and the awakening and
sustaining fountainhead of hife in Iwine Consorthood. Indeed, who
can fittingly portray her holy glory and renown? In the same way
we cannot but feel ever madequate when we attempt to sing the
glories of the illustrious author, our most worshiptul Divine Master,
Om Visnupada Sri Srila Bhakti Raksaka Sridhara Deva Goswami
Mahargja, the dearmost intimate attendant of the great pioneer
pre-eminent among the Gaudiya Acaryyas, Sri Gauranga’s transcen-
dental message incarnate—Prabhupada Sri Srila Bhakti Siddhanta
Saraswati Goswami Thakura. Even without world itineracy, the
scat of Universal Guru (Jagad-guru) of the world's renowned gurus
has been gracefully won by Srila Sridhara Deva CGoswami Maharaja
while presiding in the grand, noble distinction of his venerable
years of devotional life at the Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math of
Nabadwip, his exclusive, personal holy place of bhajana.

Since 1ts first printing, which was in Bengali, this sublime litera-
ture has brought heartfelt sausfaction to the stalwart devotees of
the highest order, being hailed by them as an Essential Scripture
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to be unfailingly sung and cultivated as a daily devotional function
in spiritual life, as 1s customarily practiced with the Holy Scriptures
such as the Srimad Bhagavad-gita. In both the Eastern and Western
countries, its English publication will doubtlessly be similarly wor-
shipped with the utmost reverence, constantly studied and sung
with devotion by the surrendered souls of fine theistic intellect,
and by the noble souls engaged in their d1v1ne search for the
Supreme Lord.

This monumental work was originally composed in the Sanskrit
language. The authentic Bengali translation that was sanctioned by
the author 1s extremely developed, profoundly exploring the heart
of the book; scholars who know the internal conclusive scriptural
purports can alone realize how difficult is its translation and publi-
cation nto English. However, by the boundless mercy of the most
magnanimous Supreme Lord Sri Caitanyacandra, the fountainhead
of all incarnations of Godhead, and by the causeless grace of His
most beloved, our Divine Master, and the pure devotees whose
hearts are absorbed mn divine love—this formidable task has now
been fulfilled. Thus, I again and again worship the holy lotus feet
of Them all.

For their tireless efforts to usher i the Advent of the present
edition in its perfectly elegant form, all those Godbrothers and
Godsisters who served in the various facets of the publication have
attained the unending graces of our Divine Master and the Vais-
navas. They have bound us in eternal gratitude. For executing the
task of the English translation, proofing, and editing, special mention
1s due to T'ridandiswami Sripéda Bhakti Ananda Sagara Maharaja,
assisted by Sriman Nimaisundara Brahmacari Vidyavinoda. And
for their dedicated effort in securing the necessary funds and assist-
ance for the printing and publishing of the work in a most dignified
presentation, special mention is due to Sripada Dayadhara Gauranga
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Dasa Brahmacari Bhakti Prabhakara Prabhu and all the good
devotees assisting him.

In conclusion, mvoking the charming verse of Sr1 Gurupada-
padma, this humble servant earnestly prays at his holy lotus feet
that this crown-jewel of Sacred Writings, Sri Sri Prapanna-
Jianamrtam, may remain with Her merciful presence in every land,
n every home, and in every heart. And in Her gracious acquiescence,
may She acknowledge the glorious victory of Her goodwill by
churning and overflooding the entire living universe with Her
supramundane wave of ecstatic love, to bless all souls with the
supreme good fortune,

$ri-$rimad-bhagavat-padambuja-madhu-svadotsavaih sat-padair
niksipta madhu-bindava$ ca parito bhrasta mukhat gufjitaih
yatnath kincid ihahrtam nija-para$reyo 'rthind tan maya
bhiiyobhiiya ito rajamsi pada-samlagnani tesam bhaje

“The bees, intoxicated in the festival
of drinking the honey of the Lord’s lotus feet,
busily humming the glories of the Lord,
drops of honey from their mouths fall and scatter all around,;
for my divine prospect, I've carefully collected
some of those drops herein—
and thus do I worship the dust
of the holy lotus feet of those saints, again and again”

16 October, 1987 : - I beg to remain most humbly,
93rd Holy Appearance Day of . C oy :
His Divine Grace Tridandi-bhiksu

Srila Bhakti Raksaka Sr1 Bhakti Sundara Govinda
Sridhara Deva Goswami Maharaia :
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All glory to the Divine Master -
and the Supreme Lord Sri Krsna Caitanya

Foreword

Because the soul 1s a particle of consciousness, it is endowed
with free will. Eliminating free will, only gross matter remains.
Without imndependence, the soul could not progress from bondage
to liberation, and his ultimate salvation would have been impossible.
But his spirit of exploitation is a foreign force, an intoxicant—a
miscalculation that surrounds lus independence.

Life’s objectives may be scientifically analyzed as threefold:
exploitation, renunciation, and dedication. The most common tend-
ency 1s In those engaged .in exploiting other persons, species, or
elements, for mundane sense enjoyment. They desire to materially
elevate themselves in the present environment, and thus they are
described as elevationists. A more sober class discover the severe
equal and opposite reactions to worldly pursuits, and they engage
in renunciation of the world, in search of an equilibrium comparable
to a deep, dreamless slumber, By being unawake to the world, they
hope to escape its concomitant reactions and sufferings. Thus their
goal is liberation, and they are known as salvationists or liber-
ationists. But through the correct interpretation of the Revealed
Scriptures by learned votaries such as Sri Sanitana Goswami, Sri
Jiva Goswami, and Sri Ramanuja, the devotees of divinity know
- the pursuits of both exploitation and renunciation as not only fruit-

less, but injurious to real progress. '

The normal, wholesome, and happy plane is in the life of dedi-
cation. Without exploiting or borrowing anything from the environ-
ment, and without attempting to artificially renounce 1t, one who
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is sincere to dedicate himself naturally comes into contact with a
higher and more subtle plane of life. By his readiness to give and
serve, he will attain to a higher society and achieve an appropriate
master. The enjoying spirit forces one to be associated with a lower
section to control and enjoy. And the renouncing spirit allures even
the scholars with its ‘prestigious’ superiority over exploitation. Thus
it 1s more dangerous, just as a half-truth is more dangerous than
falsehood. As it is difficult to awaken someone from the deepest
possible sleep, the liberationists may remain for incalculable time
within their cell of non-differentiated liberation. But the higher
existence will invite the service of one who desires to purely dedicate
himself without remuneration.

Seva—service, dedication, is the summum bonum of the teach-
ings of the Vaisnava school, the third plane of life where every unit
is a dedicating member in an organic whole. In such a normal
adjustment, everyone mutually assists one another in their service
to the centre, the higher recipient, the highest entity. Everything
is existing to satisfy Him, because He must possess this qualification
to be the Absolute. He is the prime cause of all causes—and
everything exists for Him, to satisfy Him.

A barren conception of mere ‘deathlessness’ cannot afford us any
knowledge of a positive thing, but only freedom from the negative
side. If immortality means ‘no influence of mortality,” what, then,
is its positive conception? What will be the nature, movement, and
progress of that which is immortal? Without this understanding,
immortality is only an abstract 1dea. Because 1t does not appear to
exhibit the symptoms of death, stone would be ‘more immortal
than human beings, and conscious entities would be ‘mortal,’ forever
denied immortality! What, then, is the positive conception of
immortality? How are the immortal ‘immortal’? What is the positive
reality in immortality? How can one become immortal? One must
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search out his intrinsic location in the universal order. It will not
do to attempt to solve only the negative side of life which is full
of suffering—birth, death, mfirmity, and disease. We should know
that there exists a conception of life worth living for. This positive
side has been almost totally neglected in general religious views.
The ‘mmortality professed by the schools of Buddha and
Sankaracaryya yields no positive life. Their goals are maha-nirvvana
and brahma-sdyujya respectively. The Buddhist theory is that after
liberation, nothing remains. They crave absolute extinction of
material existence (prakrti-nirvvana). And the Sankarite monist
theory of liberation is to lose one’s individuality by ‘becoming one’
with the non-differentiated aspect of the Absolute. That 1s, they
crave extinction in Brahman (brahma-nirvvana). They postulate that
when the triad of seer, seen, and seeing (drasta-dr§ya-darsana), or
knower, knowable, and knowledge (jfiata-jfieya-jiana) culminate at
one point, the triad is destroyed (triputi-vinasa) and nothing remains.
Material action and reaction ceases in Viraja, the river of passivity,.
which is located at the uppermost edge of this illusory (mayika)
world. And above Viraja is the destination of the Sankarites—the
‘abscissa’ stage or the non-differentiated plane of Brahman, called
Brahmaloka, which is located at the lowest edge of the spiritual
realm. Both are vague areas of megative immortality.” Brahmaloka
is a marginal or ‘buffer’ state midway between the material and
spiritual worlds. Composed of innumerable souls, it is an immortal
plane devoid of specific variegatedness (nirvvifesa). It possesses
positivity only in the sense that it is a plane of existence, a back-
ground (kastha), but in itself it lacks positive development of vari-
egated existence (kald). The nature of the background is oneness,
and development woven over it necessitates plurality or a differen-
tiated nature (kala-kasthadi ripena pa'rindma—p'radayini—Candi,
Markandeya Purana). ' ' '



In the Bhagavad-gita (15.16), mutable (ksara) and immutable
(aksara) existences are described, representing the personal and the
impersonal, the development and the basis, or differentiated and
non-differentiated conceptions of general existence. The mutable
is represented by the multitude of embodied living beings, while
the immutable aspect is the great expanse of the all-accomodating
Absolute, the Brahman (8.3). In the analysis of worldly action, the
most subtle form of unfructified past action, prior to the present
tendency (the seedling stage) to sin, has been defined (B.r.s. Pirvva
1.23) as unknowable, indistinct, and of untraceable ongin (kiita).
The immutable Brahman aspect of the Absolute 1s stmilarly defined
as being one-dimensional—undetectable, unspecific, and of no defi-
nite colour, sound, or taste; an unknown and unknowable,
‘un-understandable’ stage of existence (kiita). But the Supreme Lord,
Krsna, is above both the mutable and immutable existences, and -
thus His glories are sung throughout the Vedas and in the world
as the Purusottama, the Supreme Personality (Bg. 15.18). Sri Suka-
deva Goswami affirms that in the most remote and distant plane,
Lord Krsna 1s to be found: everywhere is He—the fountainhead
of all conceptions (vidura-kasthaya, Bha: 2.4.14). He cannot be
eliminated. _ _

Thus, the mmortality’ of the impersonalistic schools such as
Buddhists, Sankarites, etc., offers no positive life. But in Vaisnavism,
immortality is positive, dynamic existence. Above the non-differen-
tiated Brahman aspect of the Absolute, the transcendental, vari-
egated existence begins in the first ghmpse of the spiritual sky, the
plane known as Paravyoma (C.c. Madhya 19.153). Situated there
in the spiritual plane is the positive Kingdom of God: firstly
Vaikuntha, then Ayodhya, Dvaraka, Mathura, and fmally, above
all, Goloka. Transcending the vague areas of ‘negative immortality’
that the impersonalists aspire for, the devotees—the Vaisnavas—
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dedicate themselves to the life of eternal devotional service to the
Supreme Lord of the transcendental realm (Bg. 18.54). Although
the soul can maladopt himself to a fallen state of existence in the
planes of exploitation and renunciation, he is mherently adoptable
to the positive life in the Kingdom of God. And fully blossomed,
he reaches the realm of (Goloka (svartipe sabara haya golokete
sthiti—Sri St Krsnera Astottara-§ata-nama ).

Srt Prapanna-jtvanamrtam: amrta means ‘undying,’ or ‘nectar,
and jivana means life.” Positive immortality is possible only for the
surrendered (prapannanam). All others are necessarily mortal. Only
those who have wholly given themselves to the centre are living in
eternality. Surrender 1s fully established in its excellence and 1ts
constant position. Yet there 1s variegatedness within that constancy,
in the form of progressive movement, or pastimes (vildsa). The
Supreme Absolute Personality being infinitely superior to both the
mutable ‘mortals’ and the immutable ‘immortal’ (negative) Brahman,
only the svariipa-siddha souls—those who are perfectly established
in their divine relationship with Him—are eternally freed from the
disease of mutation and mortality (svariipena-vyavasthitih, Bha:
2.10.6).

With a broad vision, we must know ourselves as created of
smaller stuff, and thus only with assistance from above can we
improve our situation and achieve a position in the higher plane.
A submissive, serving attitude is necessary in us. If we submit, the
universal dictatorial aspect of the Absolute will take us upward to
a higher prospect. He is the autocrat, the absolute knowledge, the
absolute good—everything about Him is absolute. Being in a vulner-
able position as we experience in this world, why, then, should we
not subnut to Him?

The road to the sphere of transcendence (adhoksaja) 1s the deduct-
we or descending method (avaroha-pantha). We can reach the



absolute good, the absolute will, by His consent alone. Only by
faith in absolute surrender is anyone allowed entry into that domain,
never by ‘exploration,’ by ‘colonization,’ or by attempting to become
a ‘monarch’ there. No mductive or ascending method (aroha-pantha)
such as renunciation or yoga, etc., can compell Him to accept us.
Whosoever He chooses can alone reach Him (Svet. 6.23). Although
the highest pomnt of the renunciates is desirelessness or freedom
from possessiveness, the surrendered soul (Sarandgata) is naturally
desireless (akificana, C.c. Madhya 22.99). Detachment is only the
negative side of surrender, and above selflessness, the devotee sur-
renders himself to the higher substance, and this is to be awake in
another world, another plane of life. Such 1s the positive, Vaisnava
conception of life—to determine one’s real self beyond the jurisdic-
tion of the world of rmisconception.

The nature of the progressive substance is eternal existence,
knowledge, and beauty (sac-cid-d@nanda). The one harmonizing
organic whole (advaya-jiana-tattva) contains all similarities and
differences, held inconceivably in the hand of the Absolute (acintya-
bhedabheda-tattva). And there is no anarchy in the absolute power.
Nonetheless, mercy is found to be above justice. Above judicious-
ness, the supreme position 1s held by love, sympathy, and beauty:
1 am the absolute power, but I am friendly to you all. Knowing
this, you need never fear (Bg.5.29)." This revelation relieves us of
all apprehension: we are not victims of a chaotic environment, but
1t is judicious, considerate—and the ultimate dispenser is our friend.

Sri Jiva Goswami has stated that of the six symptoms of surren-
der, to embrace the guardianship of the Lord {goptrtve varanam)
is central, since total surrender expresses the same ideal. The
remaining five symptoms of accepting the favourable, rejecting the
unfavourable, faith in the Lord’s protection, full self-surrender, and
humihity, are natural contributing associate-servitors to the ideal



(angangi-bhedena sad-vidha; tatra ‘goptrtve varanam’ evangi, sarana-
gati-Sabdenaikarthyat; anydni tv angani tat parikaratvat—DBhakti-
sandarbha, 236).

Surrender is the foundation of the world of devotion. It is the
very life and esssence. One cannot enter into that domain without
surrender. It must be present m every form of service, and to
attempt divine service without 1t will be mere imitation or a lifeless
formality. The entire gist of the Vedic instruction is to declicate
oneself to the service of the Lord. In his commentary of
Srimad-Bhagavatam, Sri Sridhara Swamipada has stated that only
if the practices of devotion are mitally offered to the Supreme Lord
can they be recognized as devotion. To attempt to execute them
and subsequently offer them cannot be pure devotion (iti nava
laksanani yasyah sd, adhitena ced bhagavati visnau bhaktih kriyate.
sa cirpitaiva sati yadi kriyeta, na tu krtd satt pascad arpyeta. ) Without
surrender, the activity will be adulterated with exploitation, renunci-
ation, artificial meditation (karmma, jAdana, yoga), and so on.

By constitution, the soul is the Lord's servant, and the Lord has
the right to make or marr, to do anything according to His sweet
will. If accepting this truth we undertake the devotional practices
such as hearing, chanting, remembering, and worshipping, only
then will our activity be devotional. Only the activity of the self-
dedicated soul can be devotion. Sincere prayer will help us to seek
the help of the Lord, but, again, prayer in the spint of surrender
can alone reach Him (Samnégati, 1.5). The path of devotion entails
ncreasing our negative status to invite the positive to descend and
embrace us: T am very low, and You are so high. You can purify
me, take me and utilize me for Your higher purpose. Be pleased.
Otherwise I am helpless, neglected.” It is impossible to take Him
captive in the cage of our knowledge. Only the way of devotion
can help us. In every respect He is high, great, and infinite—and
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we are similarly small. His mercy—His sympathy, love, and grace,
are the only medium through which we can come together. And
good faith is autonomous in that sweet land which is so lugh that
we will earnestly hope and pray for the association of the higher
existence as His slave; and that also will be our happy prospect for
the future.

Krsna 1s not within our purview, and thus we are always rec-
ommended by Scriptures and saints to approach the bona fide
Divine Master and Vaisnavas, To satisfy the Supreme Lord, the
criterion is to satisfy our Gurudeva: if Gurudeva is dissatisfied with
us, the Lord is surely dissatisfied. An analogy has been cited in
the Scriptures where the Lord is compared to the sun, the Guru
to a pond, and the disciple to a lotus flower. If the pond withdraws,
the very sun will scorch and dry up the lotus—and the lotus will
be cheered by the sun as long as the water supports and surrounds
it. Yasya prasadad bhagavat prasado, yasyaprasaddn na gatih kuto
pi; dhyayam stuvams tasya vyasas tri-sandhyam, vande guroh
$ri-caranaravindam (Gurvastakam, 8): ‘I bow down to the lotus feet
of $r1 Gurudeva. By his grace we achieve the grace of Krsna;
without his grace, we are lost. Therefore, at daybreak, noon, and
evening, we meditate upon and sing the glories of §ri Gurudeva,
and pray for his mercy.’

The Vaisnava Guru’s dealings with the disciple are all grace, and
his grace 1s his will to extend his wealth to the disciple. His instruc-
tion 1s the medium of asserting his will, which is service for the
satisfaction of the Lord. And by service, we invite his grace. By an
earnest desire to serve, we draw his sympathy and lhis willing
extension of goodwill to encourage us in our relationship with the
supreme entity. Firstly, surrender: we must offer him exclusive
respect (pranipata), otherwise we shall not allow ourselves to
approach him. Secondly, we may make our sincere and substantial
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enquiry (pariprasna). In a surrendered spirit, we may hear our
Divine Master’s messages which he delivers to us from his venerated
seat, the Vyasasana. In that conducive setting, the proper inspiration
and dictation may fortuitously come down to us. And finally, to
render service (sevayd) enables us to taste the essence (Bg. 4.34).

On the instruction of his Gurudeva Devarsi Narada, Vyasadeva
had to undergo a progressive development (Bha: 1.5). Narada is
established 1n non-calculative devotion (jfiana-$tinya-bhakti, or.
jAana-vimukta-bhakti-paramah), and above Narada 1s Uddhava, who-
is established in exclusive divine love for Krsna (premaika-nisthah).
Until one reaches Goloka, where there is full-fledged Krsna concep-
tion, all other stages may be changeable. There is no further change
when one is firmly established in his serving relationship with the
Ornginal Lord (svayam-bhagavan), Krspa. In the narrative of
Brhad-Bhagavatamytam, Gopekumara passes through Vaikuntha,
Ayodhya, Mathurd, Dvaraka, and then he finally arrives in
Vrndavana. There, his particular divine relationship with the Lord
firmly culminates in friendship (sakhya-rasa). For him, the previous
stages were passing, although for others a permanent relationship
may occur in one of them. They are progressive stages of ‘positive
immortality.”

On the banks of the Godavari river, in progressively deeper and
deeper planes, the entirety of theological development was expressed
in the conversation between Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and Sri
Ramananda Raya. A positive hierarchy of divine relationships with
the Lord exists in progressive stages for the various types of devotees
(karmmibhyah...kah kyti, Upa. 10), each type having its characteristic
central relationship (vaikunthaj...viveki na kah, Upa. 9). In the divine
realm, the depth and degree of surrender may also be measured
according to the science of mellows (rasa-tattva): peacefulness,
servitorshup, friendship, parenthood, and consorthood (Santa-,
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dasya-, sakhya-, vatsalya-, madhura-rasa) are the natural divisions,
each consecutively of a fmer layer. And higher than even the direct
consorthood of the Godhead is the most elevated of the entire
compass of devotional services—the divine service of the Supreme
Predominated Moiety (Sri Radha-dasya).

According to the intensity of surrender—to the point of no
return—the quality of the magnitude of truth encountered may
be measured. The inner sweetness of the truth and its infinite
characteristic attracts the devotees’ hearts to the highest degree, so
much that they never feel any satisfaction of achievement in what
is actually the acme of their lughest fortune. In Vaikuntha, only
peacefulness and servitorship are present, with a hint of friendship.
If we cormmit the offence of giving more attention to law than to
love, we will be ‘cast down’ from Goloka to Vaikuntha: Goloka is
the land of love, and there the inhabitants know nothing more.
And by love 1s meant self-sacrifice and self-forgetfulness for the
service of Krsna, without a care for one’s good or bad future—total
risk in the extreme.

In his Bhakti-sandarbha, Sri Jiva Goswami defines ‘Bhagavan,’
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, as more than ‘Lord Narayana
of Vaikuntha, the most powerful in all phases.’ Above that, His
existence, appearance, and nature attracts everyone to serve Him,
love Him, and die for Him (bhajaniya-guna-visista). His qualification
1s so beautiful. Thus, the highest conception of the Godhead is the
Krsna conception, and He can be known by the devotees in Krsna
consciousness. Those who serve and worship the Supreme Lord
according to the scriptural regulation and calculation belong to the
category of Vaikuntha worship. In Vaikuntha, in the initial transcen-
dental conscious conception (adhoksaja), the Godhead as Lord
Narayana accepts reverential service in His Majestic Dignity. But
the devotees of the highest order are exclusively surrendered to the
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service of Lord Krsna with their innermost love and faith.

The Krsna conception of Goloka Vrmdavana is corroborated in
the Srimad-Bhagavatam, which is the greatest interpretation of the
Vedic Scriptures. And Sr1 Caitanya Mahaprabhu is known to be
Krsna Himself, united with His highest potency, Sri Radha.
Mahaprabhu Sri Caitanyadeva has clearly revealed that the genuine
interpretation and purpose of all the Revealed Scriptures 1s to
faithfully guide us to ‘the highest goal: the domain of love and
unconditional surrender unto the central power of truth, personified
in Lord Krsna as beauty and affection. Not power, but atfection 1s
the highest force to attract us all. Consciously or unconsciously,
the absolute position is held by love and affection, and love is
superior to all power and knowledge. It is the real fulfillment of
the inner heart. Qur inner existence wants only love, beauty, and
affection—neither knowledge nor power. The finite cannot capture
the infinite, but the infinite can make Himself known to the finite.
And when the infinite appears as a member of the finite land, the
highest gain of the finite i1s achieved. Krsna carries His father’s
shoes, and He cries when chastised by His mother. Through love,
the Absolute comes down to the finite.

The infinite’s most intimate approach to the finite is found in
Vrndavana. The infinite comes to embrace the finite in its fullest
capacity {aprakrta), mixing with finite things so closely that people
cannot perceive the Lord's transcendental Godly character as the
Divinity. We, the infinitesmal souls, can attain our greatest fortune
when the infinite comes to us in Iis highest approach—as if He
were one of us! Iis approach is so merciful, so great, so mtimate,
and so perfect.

8ri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, who is sweetness and magnanimity
combined, openly announced that we are all natural slaves of the
highest entity (C.c. Madhya 20.108). But this 1s slavery to the great



XXV

force of love and beauty. It is the greatest fortune to be utilized in
any way by the absolute existence, knowledge, and beauty—to be
in harmony with the highest centre. No one is forced or barred,
but this is the soul’s intrinsic nature.

Faithfully in the Divine Succession from Nitya-lila-pravista O
Visnupada Paramaharnsa Astottara-Sata Sr1 Srimad Bhakt
Siddhanta Saraswati Goswami Prabhupada, especially inspired by
the divine message of Srila Thakura Bhaktivinoda’s Saranagati, and
attending the authentic Gaudiya Vaisnava literatures such as Sri
Hari-bhakti-vilasa and Bhakti-sandarbha as well as the writings of
other Authorized Divine Successions such as the Ramanuja
Sampradaya—this Sri Sri Prapanna-jivanamrtam has been com-
piled in order to supply the devotees’ spiritual sustenance and
nourishment. Surrender is the indispensable necessity in the life of
a devotee, and Life-Nectar of the Surrendered Souls will sustain
and fortify the surrendered souls as the nectar in their lives of
Positive and Progressive Immortality.



All glory to the Divine Master
and the Supreme Lord Sri Krsna Caitanya
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atha mangalacaranam—
$ri-guru-gaura-gandharvva-, govindanghrin ganath saha
vande prasadato yesarm, sarvvarambhah Subhankarah [1]
Auspicious invocation—

I make my obeisance unto the lotus feet of my Divine Master,
Sti Caitanya Mahaprabhu, Sr1 8ri Gandharvva-Giridhari (Sri Sr1
Radha and Krsna), and Their associates. By Their grace, all endeav-
ours are successful.
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gaura-vag-vigraham vande, gaurangam gaura-vaibhavam
gaura-sanikirttanonmattam, gaura-karunya-sundaram (2]
I make my obeisance unto the Deity, Gaura-Saraswati—-the -
personified message of the Golden Lord Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu—whose bodily lustre is of a beautiful golden hue, like that
of the selfsame Lord Gaurasundara; who is the personal expansion
of that Supreme Lord Gaurahari; who is always intoxicated by
preaching the message of that Golden Lord; and whose divine
beauty blooms in the revelation of Lord Gauranga’s mercy potency.

(This is the fundamental meaning of the verse. Within the scope of the Sanskrit
language, various expanded purports may be drawn from the original.)
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guru-riipa-harim gauram, radha-ruci-rucavytam
nityam naumi navadvipe, nama-kirttana-narttanaih [3]

Perpetually do I sing the glories of Lord Gauranga, who 1s the
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Supreme Personality of Godhead, Sri Hari, embraced by the heart
and halo of Sri Radhika, and who has descended as the Divine
Master. In this holy abode of Sri Navadvipa Dhama, He is absorbed
in the pastimes of profusely chanting the holy names, dancing in
ecstasy.

(As with verse two, expanded purports may be drawn from this verse.)
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$rimat-prabhu-padambhoja-, madhupebhyo namo namah
trpyantu krpayd te ‘tra, prapanna-jtvanamrte [4]
Again and again I make my obeisance unto the eternal personal
servitors of my Divine Master, who drink the nectar of his lotus

feet. I pray they may be gramous]y pleased in tasting this Life-Nectar
of the Surrendered Souls.
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atma-vijiaptih—
aty-arvvacina-ripo pi, pracindndm susammatan
slokan katipayan atra, caharami satam mude [5]
A humble petition—
Despite my disqualifications, for the satisfaction of the pure
devotees [ have compiled in this book an anthology of stanzas that
are well established by our predecessors.
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yasmin prati-§lokam abaddhavaty api
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namany anantasya yaso ‘nkitani yat
Stnvanti gayanti grnanti sadhavah (6]”

“Even if every stanza is imperfectly composed, that 1s, unlucidly
expressed, the sins of the people are totally vanquished by those
expressions or books 1n which the glorious holy names of the Infinite
Supreme Lord are described—since the pure devotees hear those
holy names (from a qualified preacher), they solitarily sing those
holy names (even in the absence of others), and they chant the

unending glories of those holy names (in the presence of a deserving
listener).”
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“abhivyakta mattah prakrti-laghu-riipad api budha
vidhatri siddharthan hari-gunamayi vah krtir iyam
pulindenapy agnih kim u samidham unmathya janito
hiranya-$reninam apaharati nantah kalusatam (7]

“O learned personalities, this treatise, composed of the divine
qualities of Lord Hari, will fulfill your cherished wishes despite the
fact that it is presented by me, a very insignificant person. Does
not the fire ignited from pieces of wood rubbed together by a
low-born barbarian dissipate the impurities in gold?”

~
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yathokta riipa-padena, nicenotpadite ‘nale
hemnah $uddhis tathaivatra, virahartti-hrtih satam [8]

As Srila Riipa Goswamipada has (in his hurmnility) expressed that
gold can be purified with fire lit by a barbarian, similarly, the pure
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devotees’ grief born of their separation from the Lord may also be
dispelled by this book (which will light the lamp of their divine
love for the Lord).
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antah kavi-yasas-kamam, sadhutavaranam bahih
Sudhyantu sadhavah sarvve, duscikitsyam imam janam [9]

O santly devotees, please purify this wrongdoer who on the
pretext of saintliness desires in his heart the prestige of a poet, and
who 1s thus afflicted with the practically mcurable disease of nsin-
cerity.
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krsna-gdathd-priyd bhakta, bhakta-gatha-priyo harih
katharicid ubhayor atra, prasangas tat prasidatam [10]
Tidings of Lord Krsna are naturally very dear to the devotees,
and tidings of the Lord's devotees are also dear to Him. Since
narratives of both the Supreme Lord and His devotees can be found

within this book, I have hope, O pure devotees, that you may be
propitiated hereby.
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svabhava-krpaya santo, mad uddeSya-malinatam
sarmSodhyangikurudhvam bho, hy ahaituka kypabdhayah [11]
O pure devotees, by your natural divine grace, kindly purify me

of ill motives (offences) and accept this treatise. Certainly you wall
do so, because you are the ocean of causeless mercy.
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atha grantha-paricayah—

granthe 'smin parame nama, prapanna-jivanamrte
da$adhyaye prapannanam, jivana-prana-dayakam [12]
varddhakam posakam nityam, hrdindriya-rasayanam
atimarttya-rasollasa-, paraspara-sukhavaham [13)
viraha-milanarthaptari, krsna-karsna-kathamrtam
prapatti-visayam vakyarm, coddhrtam $astra-sammatam [14]

Introduction to the book—

The substance expressed within the ten chapters of this holy
book called Prapanna-jivanamrtam gives life to the surrendered
souls, effecting their eternal growth and nourishment. It 1s the
panacea of the heart and spiritual senses, bestowing those dedicated
devotees’ mutual happiness by the ever-increasingly newer and
newer play of supramundane joy (aprakrta-rasa). Lord Krsna and
His associates are portrayed in their natural pastimes of separation
and union, and the line of unconditional surrender as established
by Scriptures and saints has been elucidated.
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atra cananya-cittanam, krsna-pada-rajojusam
krsna-pada-prapannanam, krsnarthe ’khila-karmanam [15]
krsna-premaika-lubdhanam, krsnocchistaika-jivinam
krsna-sukhaika-vafichanam, krsna-kinkara-sevinam [16]
krsna-viccheda-dagdhanam, krsna-sangollasadd-hrdam
krsna-svajana-bandhtinam, kysnaika-dayitatmanam [17]
bhaktanam hrdayodghati-, marmma-gathamrtena ca
bhaktartti-hara-bhaktasa-, bhista-purttikaram tatha [18]
sarvva-samsaya-cchedi-hrd-, granthi-bhij-jiana-bhasitam
aplirvva-rasa-sambhdra-, camatkarita-cittakam [19]
viraha-vyddhi-santapta-, bhakta-citta-mahausadham
yuktayuktam parityajya, bhaktarthakhila-cestitam [20]
atma-pradana-paryyanta-, pratijiantah-pratisrutam
bhakta-premaika-vasya-sva-, svartpollasa-ghositam [21]
prnd$vasakaram saksat, govinda-vacanamrtam
samahrtam pibantu bhoh, sadhavah $uddha-darsanah [22]
Carefully compiled in this book is the nectar of the deep, heart-
revealng transcendental messages of those devotees whose hearts are
unalloyed; who are servitors of the dust of the lotus feet of Krsna;
who perform their every act for Krsna; who are filled with insatiable
desire exclusively in love of Krsna and sustain their lives on Krsna's
remnants alone; who desire only Krsna's pleasure and serve the
servants of Krsna; whose hearts burn in separation of Krsna and
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overflow with ecstasy in the association of Krsna; whose relative
and friend 1s Krsna; and whose one and only beloved 1s Krsna.

Along with these expressions of the devotees are carefully col-
lected the words of supreme nectar—springing directly from the
lotus mouth of Lord Govinda—which vanquish the heartbreak of
the devotees; which fulfill the devotee’s hopes and earnest aspir-
ations; which destroy all doubt and sever the knot of ignorance;
which are dazzling with transcendental wisdom and astonish the
heart by miraculous waves of divine rapture; which are the great
panacea for the devotee’s heart afflicted with the piercing pangs of
separation; which are incited wholly for the devotee irrespective of
his qualification or disqualification, so much so, that the Lord 1s
bound by His pledge to give Himself to His devotee; and which
openly proclaim with great ecstasy that His very nature is to be
subjugated solely by the affection of His devotee, reassuring His
devotees in all circumstances.

O pure and spotless devotees, may you drink deeply the quin-
tessence of these divine elixirs.
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adhyaya-paricayah—
atraiva prathamadhyaye, upakramamrtabhidhe
mangalacaranafi catma-, vijiaptir vastu-nirnayah
grantha-paricayo 'dhyaya-, visayas ca nivesitah (23]
Chapter summary—

An auspicious invocation, a humble petition, an introduction to
the book and its chapters, and the theme of the philosophy of the
book have, to the best of my ability, all been entered within this first
chapter named Upakramamytam or Prelude to Approaching Nectar.
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duvitivadhyayake nama, $vi-$astra-vacanamrte
prapatti-visaya nand-, $astroktih sannivesita [24]
In the second chapter, entitled S$ri Sastra-vacanamrtam, The

Nectar of Scriptural Word, various scriptural quotations regarding
surrender to the Supreme Lord have been compiled.
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triiyato ‘stamam yavat, §ri-bhakta-vacanamrte
prapatiih sad-vidha prokta, bhagavata-ganodita [25]
Chapters three to eight inclusive are entitled Sri Bhakta-
vacandmytam, Words of Nectar from the Devotees. Beautifully
expressed by the lotus lips of the pure devotees of the Lord, many

stanzas describing the six limbs of exclusive surrender are quoted
therein.
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anukilyasya sankalpah, pratikilya-vivarjjanam
raksigyatiti visvdso, goptrtve varanam tatha [26]
atma-niksepa karpanye, sad-vidha $aranagatih

evam paryydyata$ casminn, ekaikadhyaya-sangrahah {27]

These six chapters have been compiled, each consecutively deal-
ing with the six limbs of surrender, which are as follows:

1. To accept everything favourable for devotion to Krsna

2. To reject everything unfavourable for devotion to Krsna

3. To be confident that Krsna will grant His protection
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4. To embrace Krsna's guardianship
5. To offer oneself unto Him
6. To consider oneself lowly and bereft
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adhyaye navame ndma, bhagavad-vacanamrte
slokamrtarn samahytam, saksad-bhagavatoditam [28]
In the ninth chapter entitled Sri Bhagavad-vacanamrtam, Words
of Nectar from the Supreme Lord, nectarean stanzas emanating

directly from the lotus mouth of the Supreme Lord have been
compiled.
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da$ame caramadhyaye, cavasesamytabhidhe
guru-krsna-smrtau grantha-, syopasarmharandm krtam [29]
Absorbed 1n thought of the Divine Master and Lord Sri Krsna,
the tenth and final chapter entitled Sri Avasesamrtam, The Divine
Remnants of Nectar, was composed as the epilogue of the book.
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uddhrta-sloka-parvve tu, tad artha-suprakasakam
vakyafi ca yatnatas tatra, yatha-jianam nivesitam [30]

Prior to each stanza quoted, an aphorism illuminating its inner
purport has been carefully entered according to my best msight.
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bhagavad-gauracandranam, vadanendu-sudhatmika

bhaktoktair vesita $loka, bhakta-bhavodita yatah [31]
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Being revealed by the Lord Himself adopting the heart of a devotee,
the stanzas of pure nectar emanating from the moon of $ri Gaura-
candra have been entered along with the stanzas of the devotees.
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prapattya saha cananya-, bhakter naikatya-hetutah
ananya-bhakti-sambandham, bahu-vakyam ihoddhrtam [32]

Many expressions of exclusive devotion (ananya-bhakti) have
been recorded herein, since exclusive devotion is most intimately
related to surrender.
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bhagavad-bhakta-sastranam, sambandho ’sti parasparam
tat tat pradhanyato namnam, prabheda-karanam smrtam [33]

Actually, Words of Nectar from the Supreme Lord, Words of
Nectar from the Devotees, and The Nectar of Scriptural Word are

all seen to be interrelated. Still, they have been portrayed separately
due to their individual importance.
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praty-adhyaya-viesas tu, tatra tatraiva vaksyate
mahajana-vicarasya, kificid alocyate ‘dhuna [34]

The unique characteristic of each chapter will be accordingly
expressed therein. Now (in this respect), we may have some general
deliberation, in the line of the great devotees of the Lord.
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vastu-nirnayah—
bhagavad-bhaktitah sarvvam, ity utsrjya vidher api
kainkaryyam krsna-padaika-, srayatvarm saranagatih [35]
Theme of the work—

Being governed by the faith that all success 1s achieved by serving
the Supreme Lord, to abandon servitude to even scriptural injunc-
tions and take exclusive refuge in the lotus feet of Sr1 Krsna in
every time, place, and circumstance, is known as $arandgati—
unconditional surrender.
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sarvvantaryamitam drstvda, hareh sambandhato ’khile
aprthag-bhava-tad-dystih, prapattir jiana-bhaktitah [36]
Some consider $aranagati to be that God consciousness which
1s realization of the one non-differentiated nature in all beings and
objects, by seeing the Supreme Lord as the indwelling Supersoul
of everything. However, such a conception falls within the category

of calculative devotion (jAiana-bhakti). It is not in the line of unadul-
terated pure devotion ($uddha-bhakti).

frerage TRy TR ai )
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nityatvan caiva $astresu, prapatter jiayate budhaih
aprapannasya ny-janma-, vaiphalyoktes tu nityata [37]
By scriptural reference, the learned know of the eternality of
surrender to the Lord, since the futility of human life without that

surrender 1s elucidated therein. In this way, the eternal constitution
of surrender 1s established.
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nanyad icchanti tat pada-, rajah-prapanna-vaisnavah
kificid apiti tat tasyah, sadhyatvam ucyate budhaih [38]
Because the devotees who have surrendered unto the dust of the
lotus feet of the Lord never aspire for anything else whatsoever,

the learned atfirm that surrender is the attainable goal of all endeav-
ours.

o WGy R |
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bhava-duhkha-vinasas ca, para-nistara-yogyata
param padam prapattyaiva, krsna-sampraptir eva ca [39]
Only by surrender to the Lord can one gain freedom from the
miserles of birth, death, disease, and infirmity; fitness to deliver

others from those miseries; the holy abode of Lord Visnu; and the
devotional service of Lord Krsna.

HAURITHATR T TG (& aTei |
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$ravana-kirttanadinam, bhakty-anganam hi yajane
aksamasyapi sarvvaptih, prapattyaiva harav iti [40]

Everything 1s accomplished by surrendering unto the lotus feet
of 811 Hari, even for one who is unable to execute the integral
practices of devotional service based on hearing and chanting.

TS Wia i et g

argAtEt YA Faw At = T 0%
sakhya-rasasrita-praya, seti kecit vadanti tu
madhuryyadau prapannanam, praveso ndasti ceti na [41]

Some claim that surrender is generally in the relationship of
friendship (sakhya-rasa). But it 1s complete fallacy to think that
surrendered souls have no entrance into divine relationships headed
by consorthood {madhura-rasa).
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sakrt pravrtti-mdtrena, prapattih sidhyatiti yat
lobhotpadana-hetos tad, alocana-prayojanam [42]

Since surrender is achieved by turning to the refuge of the Lord
just once, we should earnestly discuss the subject to enable the
longing for surrender to be born in us.

MY qEIHAN-HgaTag S &I |
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api tad anukilyadi-, sankalpady-anga-laksanat
tad anusilaniyatvam, ucyate hi mahajanaih [43]

Furthermore, since the constituent parts of surrender—based
on acceptance of the favourable and rejection of the unfavour-
able—have been referred to by authorities and cited in the Scrip-
tures, the great devotees of the Lord teach us the necessity of
studying and culturing the art of surrender.

TATISTHF] a1 HAET aSTs ] |
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bhavartti-pidyamano va, bhakti-matrabhilasy api

vaimukhya-badhyamano ‘nya-, gatis tac charanam vrajet [44]

One who 1s severely afflicted by fear of living in the material
world, or, one who, despite having an aspiration for the Lord’s
service is nonetheless bound with adversity—such persons, finding
no alternative, surrender to the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

HATSATT G STATHA TG |

sriade fifere: af@fRi 1wy
asrayantara-rahitye, vanyasraya-visarjjane
ananya-gati-bhedas tu, dvi-vidhah parikirttitah {45]
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The state of finding no other alternative occurs in two ways: in
the event of having no other shelter. or in the event of abandoning
one’s existing shelter.
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mano-vak-kava-bhedac ca. tri-vidha Saranagatih
tasam sarvvanga-sampannd, Sighram prna- Dhala prada
nvunadhzkvena caitasam, taratamvam phale pi ca 461
One surrenders by thought, word, and deed. Complete surrender
in all these aspects promptly affords full success. Otherwise, the
fruit attained will be proportionate to the degree of one's surrender.

faTYg wea g @ HemTgiesoeg |
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aptrvva-phalatvam—
vinasva sarvva-duhkhani. nija-madhurvva-varsanam
karoti bhagavan bhakte. Saranagata-palakah [47]

The unprecedented. gracious reward of surrender—

Being most affectionate toward His surrendered souls, the
Supreme Lord totally dispells their unhappiness, graciously filling
their hearts with His sweet absolute presence.

AU qEg o1 = IRomTan |
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apy asiddham tadivatvarm, vind ca $arandgatim
ity ap@rvva-phalatvarn hi, tasvah Samsanti panditah [48]
Without unconditional surrender ($arandgati). one cannot conceive
of oneself as ‘belonging to Him." And this is why the learned sing
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(par excellence) the glories of surrender’s ability to yield her unpre-
cedented, gracious fruit.

arere Sgfdelthi: & sest |
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athava bahubhir etair, uktibhih kim prayojanam
sarvva-siddhir bhaved eva, govinda-caranasrayat [49]

Otherwise, what would have been the need for so abundantly
singing her praises? Only by unconditional surrender unto the lotus
feet of Govinda is.all perfection attained—nothing remains to be
attained.

STt - e - TaTET
I AT Iy el g4m: (| o |l
$ri-sanatana-jivadi-, mahdjana-samahrtam
api cen nica-sarasprstam, piyisam piyatam budhah [50]
Even though touched by one as lowly as me, please, O learned

devotees, drink this nectar gathered by the great souls headed by
Srila Sanatana and Sri Jiva.

A ssaASTa g STHATTd AT THSETy: |

it1 $ri-prapanna-jivanamrte
upakramamrtarm nama prathamo ‘dhyayah

thus ends the first chapter

Prelude to Approaching Nectar
in
Life-Nectar of the Surrendered Souls
Positive & Progressive Immortality
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gfaaranfcyray yufvdfaewad |
e fadiarem stmea=ama i ¢
$ruti-smrty-adi-sdstresu, prapattir yan niriipyate
tad uktam dvitiyadhyaye, $ri-$astra-vacanamrte [1]
This second chapter, Sri Sastra-vacanamrtam, The Nectar of
Scriptural Word, describes surrender as corroborated in the Re-

vealed Scriptures headed by the Vedas (Sruti) and the Religious
Codes (Smrti).
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prapattih Srutau—
yo brahmanam vidadhati-ptrvvarm yo brahma-vidyam
tasmai gah palayati sma kysnah
tarh hi devam atma-vrtti-prakdasam
mumuksur vai $aranam amum vrajet [2]
Tapanyam (Br: Sam, tika)
Surrender is firmly established by the Vedas—

In the beginning of creation, He who created the universal creator,
Brahma, and then imparted to Brahma knowledge of Brahman, the
Absolute—He 15 the selfsame Lord Krsna who tends the cows (or
nourishes the Vedas [gah means both ‘cows’ and Vedas]). Those
desirous of liberation should surrender unto that Lord, who reveals
the innate function of the soul.
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tadatmya-yatharthyam smytau—
ahankrtir ma-karah syan, na-karas tan msedhakah
tasmat tu namasd ksetri-, svatantryam pratisidhyate [ 3]
bhagavat-paratantro ‘sau, tad ayattatma-jivanah
tasmat sva-samarthya-vidhim, tyajet sarvvam aSesatah [4]

P&dmd—uttam-khanda

The cause of the tangible reality of surrender is expounded in the
Standard Codes of Religion (Smrti)—

The syllable ma means ‘self-asserting ego’ (the misconception of
considering oneself to be a ‘doer’), and the syllable na indicates 1ts
prevention. Thus, the act of offering obeisances (namah) nullifies
the offerer’s independence. The soul is naturally subordinate to the
Almighty, his intrinsic nature and innate function being servitude
to the Supreme Lord. Therefore, all actions performed thinking, ‘T
am the doer,” should be utterly abandoned.

. T ~ LN =
3:|_E§§;I'll"|%\1l"1| ERE] :Til'ér SRSk |
AEGRIAH! & T8 q&auea: 1| 4 |l

R %
ahankarad-aprapattih—
ahankara-nivrttanam, ke$avo nahi duragah
ahankara-yutanam hi, madhye parvvata-rasayah [5]
_ Br: Vai:
The only obstacle to surrender is self-asserting ego—
The Supreme Lord Kesava remains in the company of persons
who are free from a mundane conception of life; but there appears
to be a great mountain range between the self-asserting egotists

and the Lord.
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advaya-jfianam anasvitanam eva jagad-darSanam—
yavat prthaktvam idam atmana indriyartha-
maya-balam bhagavato jana i$a pasyet
tavan na samsrtir asau pratisankrameta
vyarthapi duhkha-nivaham vahatt kriyartha [6]
Bha: 3/9/9

Persons who do not take shelter of the One without a second, the
Supreme Lord, simply loiter in the world of birth and death—

O Lord, Soul of all souls, the conditioned soul sees this universe
as separate from You, and thinks it is meant for his sense enjoyment.
But this 15 only a creation of Your deluding potency (maya). As
long as the living being clings to such an illusory separate interest,
he does not give up the miserable world of action and reaction,
birth and death, despite its utter meaninglessness.

AT EH, TEAS ATHAT AfFTATI—
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tan nityatvam, tad abhave atmano vaficitatvat—
prapyapi durllabhataram, manusyam vibudhepsitam
yair asrito na govindas, tair atma vafcita$ ciram (7]
Br: Vai:
The unsurrendered soul is perpetually deceived; thus, the state of
surrender is eternal—
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A birth in the human species is so valuable that it 1s aspired for
by the demigods. Those who, despite having taken such a birth,
do not take shelter of the lotus feet of Govinda—they deceive
themselves perpetually.

HATATT ST —
mﬂﬁw@a T Sy |

g TR WIS AT SeEanll 4 |
mwnmﬁﬁﬂwmfwrﬁqm|
FURATHATNT M= Tgad Il & |l

ER a':
aprapannanam jivana-vaiphalydc ca— .

adttin caturad caiva, laksams tan jiva-jatisu

bhramyadbhih purusaih prapya, manusyar janma-paryyayat 8]

tad apy aphalatam yatam, tesam atmabhimdninam

varakanam andsritya, govinda-carana-dvayam [9]

Br: Vai:
The utter futility of life without surrender—

After wandering throughout 8,400,000 species, the soul eventu-
ally takes a human birth. But that human birth is rendered worthless
by those miserable fellows who are so proud of their bodies that
they refuse to take shelter of the lotus feet of Lord Govinda.
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sarvvadhamesv api mukti-datrtvam—
sarvvdcara-vivarjjitah Satha-dhiyo vratyd jagad-vaficaka
dambhahankrti-pana-paisuna-parah papantyaja nisthurah
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ye canye dhana-dara-putra-niratah sarvvadhamds te ‘pi hi
$ri-govinda-padaravinda-sarana mukta bhavanti dvija [10]
Narsimha
Even the lowest of men are liberated by surrender—

O twice-born, persons who are devoid of all virtuous practices,
who are outcaste, rogues, deceitful, audacious, egotistic, addicted
to intoxicants, hotbeds of sin, malicious, cruel-natured, grossly
infatuated with son, wife, wealth, etc.—even such extremely fallen
persons are liberated by surrendering unto the lotus feet of Sri

Govinda.
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q: qn:
tan nisthasya nadho-gatih—
paramdrtham asesasya, jagatam adi karanam
$aranyam $aranam yato, govindam navasidati [11]
Br: Na:
A surrendered soul never falls down—
$r1 Govinda is the origin of all the universes, the Supreme Truth,
and the shelter of all. One who surrenders unto His lotus feet can
never be cast asunder.
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duhkha-haratvam mano-haratvan ca—
sthitah priya-hite nityam, vya eva purusarsabhah
rajams tava yadu-$restho, vaikunthah purusottamah [12]
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ya enam samsrayantiha, bhaktya narayanam harim
te taranttha durgani, na me ‘trasti vicarana [13]
[Mahabharata | Santi-parvva
Surrender unto the Supreme Lord Hari vanquishes misery and
charms the heart with the Lord’s divine sweetness——

O King, what more can I say? The foremost of the Yadu dynasty,
the unassailable great personality who 1s full of goodwill for you
and always your dear friend~—He 1s none other than the Supreme
Lord Narayana, Sri Hari, Those who devotedly take full refuge in
Him cross over this insurmountable ocean of material existence.
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abhayamyta-détrtvafi ca—
ye $ankha-cakrabja-karam hi §arnginam
khagendra-ketur varadam $riyah patim
samasrayante bhava-bhiti-nasanari
tesam bhayari nasti vimukti-bhajam [14]
Vamana
Completely vanquishing all fear, surrender bestows the life of eternal
nectar—

The Lord of the Goddess of Fortune bears a conchshell, disc,
lotus flower, and bow; He 1s the Master of Garuda, He is the
vanquisher of the fear of mundane existence, He is the bestower
of all benedictions. No trace of apprehension remains for those
who take refuge in Him, since they qualify for positive immortality.
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sarvvartha-sadhakatvam—
sarhsdre ‘smin maha-ghore, moha-nidra-samakule
ye harim Saranam yanti, te krtartha na samsayah [15]
Br: Na:
A surrendered soul is successful in all endeavours—

In the dense darkness of this material world which is engulfed
in ignorance and sleep, those who surrender unto the holy lotus
feet of Lord Hari are successful in all their endeavours. Of this
there 1s no doubt.
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ajitendriyanam api $iva-datvam—
kim durapadanam tesam, pumsam uddama-cetasam
yair dsritas tirtha-padas, carano vyasanatyayah [16]
Bha: 3/23/42
By surrender, even persons of uncontrolled senses attain all good
fortune—

The lotus feet of Lord Hari vanquish material existence. By
surrendering unto His lotus feet, nothing remains difficult to
achieve, even for a person of agitated mind.
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samsara-klesa-haritvam-—
$arira manasa divyd, vaiyase ye ca manusah
bhautikas ca katham klesa, badheran hari-samsrayam [17]
Bha: 3/22/37

All worldly suffering is vanquished for the surrendered soul—
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O Vidura, how can a person who has taken shelter of the lotus
feet of Sri Hari be stricken with bodily and mental tribulation
arising from the elements, other persons, or unfavourable astrologi-
cal circumstances?
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Saranagatanam ayatna-siddham eva param padam—
samasrita ye pada-pallava-plavam
mahat-padam punya-yaso murdreh
bhavambudhir vatsa-padarn param padam
padarn padam yad vipadam na tesam [18]
Bha: 10/14/58

The Supreme Abode of Lord Visnu is effortlessly attainable for the
surrendered souls—

This ocean of matenal existence 1s as msignificant as the water
in a cow's hoofprint to those persons who have taken full refuge
in the supreme shelter—the boat of the lotus feet of Lord Sri
Krsna, whose glories are universally sung as purity’s own self. Their
destination 1s the Lord’s supreme abode, never this mundane abode
of calamities.
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sarvvatmasritanam vivartta-nivrttih—
yesam sa eva bhagavan dayayed anantah
sarvvatmandsrita-pado yadi nirvyalitkam
te dustaram atitaranti ca deva-mayam
naisam mamaham iti dhih Sva-$rgala-bhaksye [19]
Bha: 2/7/42
The illusion of bodily identification and mundane possessiveness
is dispelled for the souls surrendered to the Lord in all respects—
Due to their taking shelter of His lotus feet in all respects, those
persons upon whom the Infinite Supreme Lord bestows His unre-
served grace surpass the insurmountable illusory energy of the Lord.
He does not favour those who ascribe the conceptions of T and mine’
to this material body, which is food for jackels and hounds.
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tad upeksitanam duhkha-pratikarah ksanika eva—
balasya neha $aranam pitarau nrsiraha
narttasya cagadam udanvati majjato nauh
taptasya tat-pratividhir ya ihanjasestas
tavad vibho tanu-bhrtam tvad-upeksitanam [20]
Bha: 7/9/19
For persons devoid of a relationship with the Supreme Lord Hari,
- prevention of suffering cannot but be transitory—

O Nrsirhha, O Almighty Lord, precautions and remedies are -
only short-lived when attempted by the suffering embodied souls
who are not favoured by You. Parents are not the guardians of
their child, medicine is not the cure for the diseased, and a boat
1s not the saviour of a man drowning in the ocean.
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andasritanam asad avagrahad eva vividharttih—
tavad bhayam dravina-deha-suhn-nimittam
$okah sprha paribhavo vipulas ca lobhah
tavan mamety asad-avagraha artti-mulam
yavan na te 'nghrim abhayam pravrnita lokah [21]
Bha: 3/9/6

The various tribulations of the unsurrendered souls are simply due
to their obsession with the unreal—

O Lord, as long as the people of the world do not take the safe
and sound shelter of Your lotus feet, they remain full of anxiety
about their wealth, their bodies, and their friends; overwhelmed
with lamentation, hankering, obsession, and intense greed, they
cannot obtain relief from the suffering which is deeply rooted mn
their imaginary conceptions of ‘I and mine.’
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pariptirna-kamo harir evasrayaniyo 'nyadd-heyam—
avismitar tam pariptirna-kamam, svenaiva labhena samam prasantam
vinopasarpaty aparam hi balisah, $va-langulenatititartti sindhum [22]
Bha: 6/9/22
One should take refuge in the fully self-satisfied Supreme Lord
Hari; the shelter of ‘other gods’ yields a lamentably inferior result—
Lord Krsna is perfectly replete in everything desirable, fully
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self-sufficient, poised and tranquil. Nothing can be astonishing for
Him. Only a fool disregards Him to take shelter in any demigod
whose propitiation may be prescribed for the accomplishment of
worldly benefits. Such a person may be compared to one who siezes
a dog’s tail in order to cross the ocean.
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harer eva sarvvoddharitvam—

kirata-hinandhra-pulinda-pukkasa
abhira-$uhma yavanah khasadayah
ye ‘nye ca papa yad-upasrayasrayah
$udhyanti tasmai prabhavisnave namah [23]
' Bha: 2/4/18
Only Sri Hari is capable of delivering the living being in all circum-
stances—

Persons such as those belonging to the races known as Kirita,
Hana, Andhra, Pulinda, Pukkaga, Abhira, Suhma (Kanka), Yavana,
and Khasa—nay, persons of each and every sinful birth are perfectly
purified without a doubt, by taking shelter of the devotees sur-
rendered to Lord Visnu, the Almighty. I do offer my respectful
obeisances unto Him.
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hari-caranasrita eva sara-grahino 'nyatha karmma-yogadibhir atma-
ghatitvam—

athata ananda-dugham padambujarin

hamsah srayerann aravinda-locana

sukhamh nu viSveSvara yoga-karmmabhis

tan mdyayami vihatd na maninah [24]

Bha: 11/26/3

Only surrendered souls can properly distinguish substance from
form; those who disregard Lord Hari to seek happiness on the
empirical paths based on yoga and karmma are simply on a suicidal
course—

O lotus-eyed one, the swans (topmost pure devotees, parama-
hamsas) take refuge in Your ecstasy-yielding lotus feet. O Universal
Lord, those who do not accept the joy of the shelter of Your lotus
feet and pursue the paths of abstract liberation and mundane acqui-
sition—such persons are devastated by Your deluding potency.
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§ri-kysna-carana-Saranagateh parama-sadhyatvam-—
na naka-prstham na ca sarvva-bhaumarn
na paramesthyam na rasadhipatyam
na yoga-siddhir apunar-bhavam va
varichanti yat pada-rajah prapannah [25]
Bha: 10/16/37
Full refuge in the lotus feet of Sri Krsna is the supreme objective—
Those souls who have taken refuge in the dust of Your lotus feet
have no desire to attain heaven, universal dominion, the post of Lord
Brahma, sovereignty over the earth, yogic perfections, or liberation.
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hari-prapannanam anya-nistdra-samarthyam-atmaramanam apt hari-
pada-prapatti§ ca—
vat pada-samsrayah sata, munayah prasamdyanah
sadyah punanty upasprstah, svardhuny-apo nusevaya [26]
Bha: 1/1/15
Souls surrendered unto the lotus feet of the Lord Hari are competent
to deliver others, and the fully self-satisfied souls also surrender to
the Lord’s lotus feet—
The slightest association with the supremely tranquil sages who
have surrendered unto the lotus feet of the Lord purnifies the people
of the world; but the river Ganga purifies only those who bathe in it.
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$ri-krsnaika-$arana naiva vidhi-kinkarah—
devarsi-bhiitapta-nynam pitfnam
na kinkaro ndayam i ca rajan
sarvvatmand yah $aranam $aranyam
gato mukundam parihrtya karttam [27]
Bha: 11/5/41

Those souls who have exclusively surrendered unto Krsna are not
subservient to scriptural injunctions and prohibitions—

O King, one who abandons all worldly obligations and whole-
heartedly surrenders unto Mukunda, the exclusive shelter of all beings in
every respect—such a person 1s no longer indebted to the demigods,
sages, other life-forms, friends and relatives, mankind, and ancestors.
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tad anugrhita veda-dharmmatita eva—
yada yasyanugrhndti, bhagavan dtma-bhavitah
sa jahati matim loke, vede ca parinisthitam [28]
Bha: 4/29/45
The recipients of the Lord’s mercy are transcendental to Vedic
religiosity—

Because of the intense love of His surrendered soul, the Supreme
Lord bestows His grace upon that devotee by ushering divine inspi-
ration into his heart. Such a devotee then abandons the preoccu-
pation with adhering to worldly obligations and Vedic religiosity.
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$ri-kysna-svariipam eva paramasraya-padam—
dasame dasamarh laksyam, asritasraya-vigraham
$ri-krsnakhyam param dhama, jagad-dhama namami tat [29]
Bhavartha-dipika, Bha: 10/1/1
As the epitome of divine ecstasy {rasa), the Supreme Lord’s original
form—Krsna—is the highest refuge—
In the tenth canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam, $ri Krsna has been
distinguished as the embodiment of shelter for the surrendered

souls. I bow down unto that supreme refuge of the universe, who
1s known as Krsna.’
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$riman-mahdprabhoh padasraya-mahatmyam—
dhyeyam sada paribhava-ghnam abhista-doham
tirthaspadam $tva-virifici-nutam Saranyam
bhrtyartti-ham pranata-pala-bhavabdhi-potam
vande mahd-purusa te caranaravindam [30]
Bha: 11/5/33

The matchless, unsurpassable gift of surrender unto the lotus feet
of Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the Golden Avatara who enacts
His pastimes as a great devotee—

O guardian of the surrendered, O great personality (the Supreme
Personality of Godhead Himself, who enacts His divine pastimes
as a pure devotee [maha-bhagavata]), You alone are the reality to
be constantly meditated upon by the pure souls. You are the
destroyer of the soul’s illusion, You are the divine wish-fulfilling
tree, the refuge of all devotees. Worshippable by Siva and Viriici
(Sadasiva in the form of Sri Advaita Acaryya, and Brahma in the
form of Haridasa Thakura), You are the shelter of all and everything,
and You are the dispeller of Your devotee’s suffering which ong-
inates in offences to the holy name (nama-aparadha). You are the
only boat for crossing the ocean of this material world of suffering.
I do worship Your holy lotus feet.
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$ri-caitanya-carana-$arane cid-eka-rasa-vilasa-libhah—
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samsara-sindhu-tarane hrdayam yadi syat
sankirttanamrta-rase ramate manas cet
premambudhau viharane yadi citta-vrttis
caitanya-candra-carane $aranam prayatu [31]
Cuitanya-candramrta 8/93
The souls surrendered unto the lotus feet of Sri Caitanyadeva bathe
in the ocean of divine love—

If you have a desire to cross the ocean of material existence, an
aspiration to taste the ecstasy of the nectarean congregational chant-
ing of the holy names (sankirttana), and a longing to sport in the
ocean of divine love—then please surrender unto the lotus feet of
Sri Caitanyacandra.

TEfaET IROMTI:—
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sad-vidha-Saranagatih—
anukitlyasya-sankalpah, pratikiilya-vivarjjanam
raksisydtiti visvaso, goptrtve varanam tatha
atma-niksepa-karpanye, sad-vidha $aranagatih [32]
Vaisnava-tantra
Six divisions of surrender—

Acceptance of the favourable, rejection of the unfavourable, the
tarth that ‘He will surely protect me,” embracing the Lord’s guard-
1anship, complete dependence on Him, and the perception of one’s
utter helplessness without Him—these six are the essential limbs
of exclusive surrender to the Lord ({$aranagati).
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sa ca kaya-mano-vakyaih sadhya—
tavasmiti vadan vdcd, tathaiva manasa vidan
tat sthanam asritas tanvd, modate Saranagatah [33]
Vaisnava-tantra
Saranagati should be practiced in thought, word, and deed—

By his power of speech, the surrendered soul declares, I am
Yours'; in his thoughts, he knows the same; and in person, he takes
refuge in the Lord’s holy abode. In this way the surrendered soul
passes his life, his heart filled with joy.

3fa stsrasrsitamTae sfremereamad A s em: |

iti §ri-prapanna-jivanamrte
$ri-$astra-vacanamrtar nama dvitiyo 'dhyayah

thus ends the second chapter

The Nectar of Scriptural Word
In
Life-Nectar of the Surrendered Souls

Positive & Progressive Immortality
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krsna-karsnaga-sad-bhakti-, prapannatvanukilake
Rrtyatva-niscayas-canu-, kilya-sankalpa ucyate (1]
Everything should be done that encourages the service of Sri
Krsna and His devotee, and whatever is conducive to the state of
exclusive surrender must be executed: such a firm conviction 1s
called anukalyasya-sankalpah— Acceptance of the Favourable.
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$ri-kysna-sankirttanam eva tat padasritandam paramanukilam—
ceto-darpana-marjjanam bhava-mahdadavagni-nirvvdpanar
$reyah-kairava-candrika-vitaranam vidya-vadhii-jivanam
anandambudhi-varddhanam prati-padam piirnamrtasvadanam
sarvvatma-snapanam param vijayate §ri-krsna-sankirttanam [2]
Sri-Sri-Bhagavatas-Caitanyacandrasya

Of everything favourable, Hari-sankirttana performed by souls
surrendered unto the lotus feet of Lord Hari is paramount—

May the Sri Kysna Sarkirttana be all-victorious in its pristine
glory! This congregational chanting of the holy names of the Lord
cleanses the looking-glass of consciousness, extinguishes the raging
forest fire of material existence, and spreads the benediction moon-
rays that cause the lotus of the heart to bloom. This chanting 1s
the life and soul of divine consorthood. Expanding the ocean of
pure ecstasy, it is the flavour of full nectar at every moment, bathing
and cooling the entire self.

—the Supreme Lord Sri Caitanyacandra
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tatra sampatti-catustayam paramanukillam—

trnad api sunicena, taror api sahisnund

amanind manadena, kirttaniyah sada harih [3]

Sri-Sri-Bhagavatas-Caitanyacandrasya

These four jewels are accepted as the greatest treasure favourable
to the performance of Hari-kirttana—

One who knows himself more insignificant than a blade of grass,
who 15 as forbearing as a tree, and who gives due honour to others
without desiring it for himself, is qualified to sing the glones of
Lord Hari constantly.

— the Supreme Lord Sri Caitanyacandra

FTTTAfY R 359 TSI E o1 —
Fohfa ae fit @ Aesa
e Sq Surfafre e
HECEIRERIERLE LS
frerfereHitEaages=n 1 ¥ |l
CIERIEE
karsnanam adhikaranuripa sevaiva bhajananukiila—
krsneti yasya giri tam manasadriyeta
diksasti cet pranatibhis ca bhajantam isam
Sudrlisayad bhajana-vijfiam ananyam anya-
nindadi-§inya-hrdam ipsita-sanga-labdhya [4]
Sri-Rapapadanarm
—8ri Rapa Goswami
To render service to the devotees according to their respective
qualifications is conducive to pure devotion—
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{Bengali verse by Sri Bhakti Siddhanta Savaswati Thakura)

krsna saha krsna-nama abhinna janiyd, aprakrta eka-mdtra sadhana maniya
yei ndma laya, ndme diksita haiyd, ddara karibe mane sva-gosthl janiya
ndmera bhajane yei kysna-sevd kare, aprakrta vraje vasi’ sarvvadd antare
madhyama vaisnava jani’ dhara tara paya, dnugatya kara tdra mane ara kdya
namera bhajane yei svartipa labhiya, anya vastu nahi dekhe krsna teyagiya
krsnetara sambandha nd paiya jagate, sarvva-jane sama-buddhi kare kysna-vrate
tadrsa bhajana-vijfie janiya abhista, kdya-mano-vakye seva' haiyd nivista
Sudriis@ karibe tanre sarvvato-bhavete, krsnera carana labha haya tanhd haite

Knowing Krsna and His name to be identical truth,
one embraces exclusively the holy name’s path;

and thus who 1s Initiated into chanting the name properly
should be mentally respected as a member of the family.

And he who serves Krsna by constant worship of the name,
within his heart e'er residing at $ri Vrndavana Dhama—
know him an intermediate devotee, make obeisance at his feet

and keep him as a faithful friend in your thought and deed.

And who, by internal service to the name, knows his divine 1dentity,
sees Krgna, only Krsna in every form and entity;
seeing nothing separate from Krsna in the entire creation,
he sees all souls equally serving Krsna's predilection—
know such a veteran votary most honoured and most cherished,
serve him in thought, word, and deed, with heart’s fulfillment relished:
with cbeisance, inquiry, service, him in all respects entreat—
by the grace of such a great soul we can reach Lord Krsna's feet.
{Bengali verse translation of instructions to an intermediate devolee)

FETETfeTe aawwmvﬁmg— |
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utsahadi-guna anukulatvad adaraniyah—
utsahan niScayad dhairyydt, tat tat karmma-pravarttanat
sanga-tyagat sato vrtteh, sadbhir bhaktih prasiddhyati [5]
Sri- Riipapadanam
— & Rupa Goswami
Because of their favourability, the six qualities beginning with
enthusiasm should be honoured—
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(Bengali verse by Sri Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Thakura)

bhajane utsaha yara bhitare bdhive, sudurllabha kysna-bhakti pabe dhire dhire
krsna-bhakti praii yara vifvasa niscaya, $raddhdvan bhaktimdn jana set haya
krsna-seva nd paiya dhira-bhave yei, bhaktira sadhana kare bhaktiman sei
yahdie kysnera sevd kysnera saniosa, sei karmme vratl sadd na karaye rosa
krsnera abhakta-jana-sanga parihari’, bhaktiman bhakta-sange sada bhaje hari
krsna-bhakta yaha kare tad anusarane, bhaktimdn acaraya jivane marane

el chaya jana haya bhakti adhikari, viSvera-mangala kare bhakti paracari

Wiithin, without, he who serves with (1) enthusiasm
will gradually attain to the rarest pure devotion.

In devotion to Lord Krsna, one who has (i) firm faith
1s a person loyal and devoted on the path.

And if Sr1 Krsna's service he fails to attain,

yet practices with (1) patience—devout is such a man.

(tv} That which serves Lord Krsna, for only Krsna's pleasure,
in such action, the devotee can never feel anger.

(v) Abandoning the company of the non-devotee,
ever with devotees, the devout serve Sri Hari,
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{¥1) Following the pure devotees’ direction on the path,
the true devout practice, as a matter of life and death.

Who follow these six quabities qualify for pure devotion—
they purify the universe by their preaching mission.

(Bengali verse translation)
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yukta-vairagyam evanukalam—
yavata syat sva-nirvvahah, svikuryyat tavad arthavit
adhikye nyanatayan ca, cyavate paramarthatah [6]
Sri-Vvasapadanan
Only renunciation in devotion (yukta-vairagya) is favourable—

A person with genuine insight will accept only as much facility
as needed to fulfill his personal necessity. Over- or under-acceptance
of one’s due measure may cause a fall from spiritual practices.

—Sri Vyasadeva
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tatra krsna-sambandhasyaiva pradhanyam—
tvayopabhukta-srag-gandha-, vaso ’lankara-carccitah
ucchista-bhojino ddsas, tava mayam jayema hi [7]

Srimad-Uddhavasya

Within renunciation in devotion (yukta-vairagya), the foremost

principle is to see everything in relationship to Lord Krsna (Krsna-

sambandha-jiiana)—

Adorned with the articles that have been offered to You, such
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as garlands, fragrant clothing, and ornaments, we, Your personal
servitors who partake of Your holy remnants alone, will certainly
be able to conquer Your illusory energy (maya).

—Srimad Uddhava
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sarvvatha hari-smrti-raksanam eva tatparyyam—
alabdhe va vinaste va, bhaksydcchadana-sadhane
aviklava-matir bhiitva, harim eva dhiya smaret [8]
Sri-Vyasapadanam

The fundamental objective is to maintain constant remembrance
of Sri Hari in every time, place and circumstance—

If persons engaged in the devotional service of Lord Han are
unable to obtain food and shelter despite their attempts, or if their
acquisitions are lost or destroyed, they should, without anxiety,
absorb their hearts deeply in the thought of Lord Hari.

— 81 Vyasadeva
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sarvvatra tad anukampa darianad eva tat-stddhih—
tat te 'nukampam susamiksamano
bhufijana evatma-krtam vipakam
hrd-vag-vapurbhir vidadhan namas te
Jiveta yo mukti-pade sa daya-bhak [9]

Sri-Brahmanah

This is accomplished only when one can see the grace of the
Supreme Lord in every situation—
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One who, in the hope of achieving Your grace, goes on enduring
the inauspicious fruit of his own karmma, and passes his days
practising devotion unto You in every thought, word, and
deed—such a person is heir to the land of freedom: he attains to
the plane of positive immortality.

—Lord Brahma
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sadhu-sangat sarvvam eva sulabham—
tulayama lavendapi, na svargam ndapunar-bhavam
bhagavat—sang1 -sarigasya, marttyanam kim utasisah [10]
Sri-Saunakadinam
Only by the association of pure devotees (sadhu-sarfiga) is everything
happily achieved—

The attainment of heaven or liberation cannot even slightly com-
pare with the immeasurable fortune gained by the association of
an associate of the Supreme Lord. What, then, can be said of the
petty dominion and assets of mortal men?

—the sages of Naimisaranya, headed by Saunaka Rsi
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guru-padasraya eva mukhyah—
tasmad gurwh prapadyeta, jijfidsuh sreyah uttamam
sabde pare ca nisnatam, brahmany upasamasrayam [11]

Sri-Prabuddhasya

Of all sadhu-sanga, the foremost is the service of the lotus feet of
the bona fide Spiritual Master or Sad-guru—
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Thus, a person n search of the ultimate good should surrender
to the Guru who knows well the Vedic scriptures (Sabda-brahman)
and the Supreme Absolute Lord (Para-brahman), and for whom
the mundane world holds no charm whatsoever.

—Sri Prabuddha
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tatra Siksa-seva-phalaptis ca—
tatra bhagavatan dharmman, $iksed gurvvatma-daivatah
amdyayanuvrttyd yais-, tusyed atmatmado harih [12]
Sri-Prabuddhasya

At the lotus feet of that Sad-guru, divine relationship, practice, and
objective (sambandha, abhidheya, and prayojana) are all achieved—

Those divine practices of pure devotional service that please the
Self-giving Sri Hari (who gives Himself to His devotees) will be
learned by continuously serving such a Guru with full sincerity,
knowing him to be one’s dearmost well-wishing friend and the
supremely worshipful embodiment of Sri Hari.

— &1 Prabuddha
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tadiyaradhanam parama-phaladam—
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maj-janmanah phalam idam madhu-kaitabhare

mat prarthaniya mad anugraha esa eva

tvad bhriya-bhrtya-paricaraka-bhytya-bhrtya-

bhrtyasya bhrtyam iti mam smara lokanatha [13]

Sri-Kulasekharasya
Devotional service rendered to the devotee bestows the highest fruit—
O Supreme Lord of all beings, O slayer of the demons Madhu and

Kaitabha, this 1s the purpose of my life, this is my prayer, and this is
Your grace—that You will remember me as Your servant, a servant
of a servant of a Vaisnava, a servant of a servant of such a servant of
a servant of a Vaisnava, and a servant of a servant of the servant of a
servant of a Vaisnava’s servant’s servant.

—$ri Kulagekhara
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tadiya-sevanarm na hi tuccham—
JjAanavalambakah kecit, kecit karmmavalambakah
vayam tu hari-dasandam, padatranavalambakah [14]
Sri-Desikdcaryyasya
Service to the Lord’s devotee is not a trifling matter—

Some people take shelter in the path of action (karmma) while
others take shelter in the path of knowledge (jiana). But as far as we
are concerned, we have chosen the sandals of the servants of Lord
Har as the only refuge.

—8ri Degikacaryya
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asmad ananya-nistha—
tyajantu bandhavah sarvve, nindantu guravo janah
tathapi paramanando, govindo mama jivanam [15]
Sri-Kulasekharasya

Exclusive dedication is born from service to the devotees—

My friends may forsake me and my (traditional) teachers may de-
nounce me, but the light of my life will always be S$ri Govinda, the
personification of divine ecstasy.

—§r1 Kulagekhara
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aprakrta-raty-udaya$ ca—
yat tad vadantu $astrani, yat tad vyakhyantu tarkikah
jivanam mama caitanya-, padambhoja-sudhaiva tu [16]
Sri-Prabodhdnandapadandm

Supramundane attachment also develops—

The Scriptures may say whatever they have to say (in their various
areas of jurisdiction), and the expert logicians may interpret them as
they wish. But as far as I am concerned, the sweet nectar of the lotus
feet of Sri Caitanyacandra is my life and soul.

—5&ri Prabodhananda Saraswat
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sadhya-seva-sankalpah—
bhavantam evanucaran nirantarah
prasanta-nihsesa-mano-rathantarah
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kadaham aikantika-nitya-kinkarah
praharsayisyami sanatha-jivitam [17]
Sri-Yamundcaryyasya
An earnest aspiration to achieve perfection in devotional service—
When will I bloom in a life of servitude as Your eternal devotee,
my heart pacified due to all other desires being consumed by engage-
ment 1n Your uninterrupted service?

—8r1 Yamunacaryya
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parikara-siddher-dkarksa—

sakrt tvad akara vilokanasaya

trni-krtanuttama-bhukti-muktibhih

mahatmabhir mam avalokyatam naya

ksane ’pi te yad viraho 'ti duhsahah [18]

Sri-Yamunacaryyasya

The aspiration to attain to the perfection of becoming an associate
servitor of the Lord—

O my Lord, please lead me into the glance of those great devotees
who, in their heart’s aspiration to only once behold Your divine form,
consider sense enjoyment and liberation to be like straw, and whose
separation is unbearable for even You.

—8ri Yamunacaryya
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nirupadhika-bhakti-svariipopalabdhih—
bhaktis tvayi sthiratard bhagavan yadi syat
datvena nah phalati divya-kiSora-murttih
muktih svayam mukulitanjali sevate 'sman
dharmmartha-kama-gatayah samaya-pratiksah [ 19]

Sri-Bilvamangalasya

The realization of the nature of unconditional devotion—

O Supreme Lord, if our devotion for You were more steadfast,
Your adolescent form would naturally anse {appear) within our
hearts. Then (there would not be the slightest necessity to pray for
the triple pursuits of religiosity, gain, and sensual desire [dharmma,
artha, kama], and their negation in the form of liberation [mukti],
because) mukti will personally attend us (as a concomitant subsichary
fruit of devotion, in the form of deliverance from ignorance), her
hands cupped 1n prayer (like a preordained maidservant); and the
frutts of bhukti (transitory pleasure culminating in attainment of
heaven) will eagerly await their orders (from us, should any necessity
arise for them in the service of Your lotus feet).

—Sri Bilvamangala Thakura
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vraja-rasa~Sresthatvam—
$rutim apare smrtim itare bharatam anye bhajantu bhava-bhitdh
aham iha nandam vande yasyalinde param brahma [20]
Svi-Raghupati-Upadhyayasya

The superexcellence of devotion in the mood of Vrndavana—
Of persons afraid of material existence, some worship the Sruti

Scriptures (Vedas), some worship the Smrti Scriptures (supplemen-

tary Religious Codes), and others worship the Mahabharata. But as
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far as I am concerned, I worship $r1 Nanda Mahargja, in whose
courtyard the Supreme Absolute Truth s playing.

—Sri Raghupati Upadhyaya
GERCEERFAGEE
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tatra bhajana-paddhatih—
tan-nama-rapa-caritadi-sukirttananu-
smrtyoh kramena rasana-manasi niyojya
tisthan vraje tad anuragi-jananugami
kalam nayed akhilam ity upadesa-sarah [21]
Sri-Rapapadanarn
—Sri Rapa Goswami
The path to devotion in the Vrndavana conception—
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{Bengal verse by Sri Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Thakura)

krsna nama-rupa-guna-lild catustaya, guru-mukhe $unilei kirttand udaya
kirttita haile krame smarandanga paya, kirttana smarana-kale krama-pathe dhaya
jata-ruci-jana jihvd mana milaiyd, kysna-anuraga vraja-jananusmariya
nivantara vraja-vdsa manasa bhajana, ei upadesa-sira karaha grahana

When Krsna's name, form, nature, and pastuimes dwine,

are heard from Sri Gurudeva, one's heart awakes in song.

As pure chanting ensues, remembrance is attained;

thus chanting and remembering, step-by-step ascent 1s gained.

Those engaging tongue and mind, who begin to relish nectar:

adore Sr1 Krsna, following the residents of Vraja.

Reside always in Vraja, within the heart’s devotion . . .

surely, you must accept this nectar of instruction.

(Bengali verse transiation)
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vraja-bhajana-taratamyanubhitih—
vaikunthdj janito vara madhu-puri tatrapi rasotsavad-
vrnddranyam udara-pani-ramandt tatrapi govarddhanah
radha-kundam ihapi gokula-pateh premamrtaplavanat
kuryyad asya virdjato giri-tate sevdm viveki na kah [22]
Sri-Rupapadanar
—Sri Rapa Goswami

The comparative ontological conception of devotion in Vrndavana—
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{ Bengali verse by Sri Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Thakura)
vaikuntha haite §resthd mathura nagari,
janama labhila yatha kysnacandra hari
mathurd haite $restha vrndavana dhama,
yathd sadhiydche hani rasotasava-kama
vrnddvana haite $restha govarddhana-saila
ginidhari-gandharvvika yatha krida kaila
govarddhana haite $restha radha-kunda-tata
premamyte bhasaila gokula lampata
govarddhana giri-tata radha-kunda chad?’
anyatra ye kare nija kufija puspa-badi
nirbbodha tahdra sama keha ndhi ara
kunda-tira sarvvottama sthana—premadhdara
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Higher than Vaikuntha i1s Mathura city,

since there occured the Advent of Sri Krsnacandra Hari.
Better than Mathura is Vrndavana, the holy place

where Lord Hari enjoyed the joyous dance of amorous grace.
Above Vrndavana Dhama is Govarddhana Hill,

the lifter of the Hill, and His Consort, there did intimately revel,
Even higher than Govarddhana Hill is the banks of Radha-kunda

that the Sweetheart of Gokula overfloods sweet love abound.
Who would select for his worship, any other place,

disregarding this sacred pond at Govarddhana's base?
Such a foolish fellow surely can't be found!

The highest abode of love divine is the banks of Radha-kunda,
(Bengali verse translation)

W WrHiaggRiE gaug: | k3
SR
vraja-rasa-svaritpa-siddhau sambandha-jfianodaya-prakarah—

gurau gosthe gosthalayisu sujane bhu-suragane

sva-mantre §ri-namni vraja-nava-yuva-dvandva-$arane

sada dambham hitva kuru ratim apiirvvam atitaram

aye svantar bhratas catubhir abhiyace dhrta-padah {23]
Sri-Raghunathapadanam
—Sri Raghunatha Dasa Goswami

The proper approach to realize one’s eternally perfect divine identity
in the Vrndavana mellow of devotion—
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(Bengali verse by Sri Bhaktivinoda Thakura)

gurudeve, vraja-vane, vraja-bhiimi-vasi jane,

Suddha-bhakte, dra vipra-gane

ista-mantre, hari-ndme, yugala bhajana fkdme,

kara rati apirvva yatane
dhari mana carane tomdra—

janivachi ebe sdra, krsna-bhakti vina ara,

ndhi ghuce jivera samsara

kavmma, jidna, tapah, yoga, sahalal ta karmma-bhoga,

karmma chadaite keha nare

sakala chadiya bhai, $raddha-devira guna gai,

yanra krpd bhakti dite pdre

chadi’ dambha anuksana, smara asta-tattva mana,

kara tahe niskapata rati

sel rati prarthandyaq, $ri-ddsa-gosvami paya,

e bhakativinoda hare nati

(1) The Divine Master (ii) Sr1 Vrndavana
(iii) The residents of $ri Vrndavana
(iv) The pure Vaisnavas (v) The brahmana section
(vi) The worshipful mantra (vii) The holy name
(vili) A yearning to serve the Couple Divine:
adore these eight with utmost dedication,

O dear mind, I implore thee at thy feet—
Already we have learned the essence:
nothing but Lord Krsna's service

dispells the soul's illusory experience.
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Duty, knowledge, penance, meditation—
all are really exploitation:
none can free us fromn action and reaction;

Cast thern all aside, O my brother,
sing the glory of good faith, our mother -

whose grace alone bestows pure devotion.
Barish your pride forever,
O my mind, your eight goals remember:

adore them with a heart that 1s sincere,
Aspinng for that devoted heart,
at Sri Dasa Goswam{’s feet

this Bhaktivinoda makes his prayer.

{Bengali verse translation)
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namabhinna-vraja-bhajana-prarthana—
aghadamana-yasodanandanau nanda-stino
kamalanayana-gopicandra-vrndavanendrah
pranatakaruna-kysnav ity aneka-svariipe
tvayi mama ratir uccair varddhatam nama-dheya {24]
Sri-Rapapadanam
A prayer to taste the nectar of devotion in Vrndavana (Vraja-rasa),
nondifferent from serving the holy name in pure devotion (nama-
bhajana)—
O Aghadamana, O Yadodanandana, O Nandastino, O Kamala-
nayana, O Gopicandra, O Vrndavanendra, O Pranatakaruna, O
Krsna—You have appeared in many divine forms, such as these.
Therefore, O Lord, who are known by these holy names, kindly let
my fondness for You flourish.

—$ri Rupa Goswami
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parama-siddhi-sarikalpah—
kadaham yamuna-tirve, namani tava kirttayan
udbaspah pundarikaksa, racayisyami tandavam [25]
kasyacit
Divine aspiration in separation is favourable to perfection—

O lotus-eyed Lord, when will I dance on the banks of the Yamuna,
chanting Your holy name with tears in my eyes?

—votary
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vipralambhe milana-siddhau nama-bhajananukalyam—
nayanam galad-a$ru-dharaya, vadanam gad-gada-ruddhaya gira
pulakair nicitam vapuh kada, tava nama-grahane bhavisyati [26]

Sri-Sri-Bhagavata$-Caitanyacandrasya

Serving the holy name in pure devotion (nama-bhajana) in the pain
of separation is favourable to achieve union with the Lord—

O Lord, when will my eyes be adorned with tears of love, flowing
like waves? When will my words choke with ecstasy, and when
will the hairs of my body stand erect while chanting Your holy namer?

—the Supreme Lord $i7 Caitanyacandra
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iti §ri-prapanna-jivanamrie
$ri-bhakta-vacanamrtantargata-
anukiilyasya-sankalpo nama trtiyo ‘dhyayah

thus ends the third chapter

‘Acceptance of the Favourable
Words of Nectar from the Devotees

n
Life-Nectar of the Surrendered Souls
Positive & Progressive Immortality
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bhagavad-bhaktayor bhakteh, prapatteh pratikiilake
varjjyatve niscayah prati-, kilya-varjjanam ucyate [1]

The principle to reject everything opposed to the service of the
Lord and His devotee, and to similarly abstain from everything
opposed to an attitude of surrender, is known as pratikalya-
vivarjjanam—Rejection of the Unfavourable.
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pratikiilya-varjjana-sankalpadariah—
na dhanam na janam na sundarih, kavitam vd jagadisa kamaye
mama janmani janmani$vare, bhavatad bhaktir chaituki tvayi [2]
Sri-Sri-Bhagavatas-Caitanyacandrasya

The ideal in the resolve to reject the unfavourable—

O Lord of the universe, I have no desire for wealth or worldly
promotion, nor do I desire wife, family, and society, nor do I aspire
for Vedic religiosity or mundane scholarship. The only aspiration
n my heart is that in my every birth I may have unmotivated
devotion for You.

—the Supreme Lord Sri Caitanyacandra
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atrapi tathaiva—

nastha dharmme na vasu-nicaye naiva kamopabhoge

yad yad bhavyarh bhavatu bhagavan plirvva-karmmanuriipam

etat prarthyarh mama bahu-matamh janma-janmantare pi

tvat padambhoruha-yuga-gata niscala bhaktir astu [3]

Sri-Kuladekharasya
A similar expression of the same ideal —

O Lord, I have no faith in religiosity, economic development,
or sense enjoyment. May all these things come to pass as they are
ordained, according to my previous karmma. But my earnest prayer
1s that birth after birth I may have unflinching devotion for Your
lotus feet.

—Sri Kulasekhara
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hari-sambandha-hinam sarvvam eva varjjaniyam—

na yatra vatkuntha-katha sudhapaga

na sadhavo bhagavatdas tad asrayah

na yatra vajfieSa-makha mahotsavah

suresa-loko 'pi na vai sa sevyatam [4]

Deva-stutau

Everything devoid of a relationship with Lord Hari should be
rejected—

One should not reside wherever the river of nectarean tidings
of Krsna does not flow, wherever Krsna's surrendered devotees
cannot be found, and wherever the grand festival of chanting Krsna’s
holy name 1s not conducted—even if it is heaven.

—prayers by the demigods
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vyavaharika-gurvvadayo 'pi pratikilam ced varjjaniya eva—

gurur na sa syat sva-jano na sa syat

pita na sa syaj janani na sa syat

daivam na tat syan na patis ca sa syan

na mocayed yah samupeta-mytyum [5]

Sri-Rsabhasya

When the traditional guru and guardians are found to be unfavour-
able, they too must surely be abandoned—

One who cannot save other souls from the world of impending
death—that is, one who cannot teach the path of devotion—he
cannot be a teacher, although he may be called ‘guru’; he cannot
be a relative—he is not worthy of the designation; he cannot be
a father—he is not qualified to beget a son; she cannot be a
mother—she should not bear a child; he cannot be a god—the
demigods who cannot deliver others from material bondage are not
entitled to accept worship from human society; and he cannot be
a husband—his hand is not fit to accept in marriage.

—Sri Rsabhadeva
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sarvvendriyair eva pratikilla-varjjane sankalpah—
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ma draksam ksina-punyan ksanam api bhavato bhakti-hinan padabje
ma §rausarh Sravya-bandham tava caritam-apasyanyad-akhyana-jatam
ma spraksam madhava! tvam api bhuvana-pate! cetasapahnavanan
ma bhiivarh tvat saparyya-parikara-rahito janma-janmantare 'pi [6]
Sri-Kulasekharasya

The resolve to reject everything unfavourable, by means of all the
senses—

O Madhava, let me not see the unvirtuous persons who are devoid
of devotion for Your lotus feet, and let me not hear the narratives
which do not describe Your divine personality. O Lord of the uni-
verse, may I never have any contact with those bereft of faith in You,
and moreover, lifetime after lifetime, may I never be without the
company of Your associates who are devoted to Your loving service.

—Sri Kulagekhara
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vyavaharikadaraniyany api tucchavat tyajyani—
tvad-bhaktah saritam patim culukavat khadyotavad bhaskaram
merur pasyati lostravat kim aparam bhiimeh patim bhrtyavat
cintd-ratnacayam §ilasakalavat kalpadrumarm kasthavat
samsaram tyna-raswat kim-aparam deham nijam bharavat (7]
Sarvvajfiasya
One should also be indifferent towards commonly respected
objects—
O Lord, Your devotee sees the ocean to be as insignificant as a
palmful of water, the sun as a glow-worm, Mount Sumeru as a peb-
ble, a king as a servant, wish-fulfilling gems as rocks, a desire-yielding



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































viraha-milandrthaptam
viraha-vyadhi-santapta
viSvasya vah
vivrta-vividha-badhe
yada yasya

ya draupadi-paritrdne
ya enam

yamadibhir yoga-pathaih
yasah $riyam eva
yasyamiti
yasyatma-buddhth
yathokta riipa-padena
yat karmmabhih

yat krtam yat

yat pada-samsrayah
yat tad vadantu
ydvatd sydt

yavat prthaktvam

ye dardgara

yesam sa eva

yesdm tv antagatam
ye $ankha-cakrabja

ye yathd mam

yo brahmdnam
yoginam api

yo 'jfidna-mattam

o mam evam
yugayitam nimesena

* * *
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1/20

5/3
5/15
2/28
5/16
2/13
4/17
1045
8/30
413

1/8
9/36

7/6
2/26
3416

3/6

2/6
9/54
2/19
9/10
2/14

9/6

2/2
9/18
6/21
9/17
8/28

Abbreviations

Bg. Srimad Bhagavad-gita
Bha: Srimad-Bhagavatam
Br: Na: Brhan-Naradiya Purana
Br: Sam Brahma-sarhita
Br: Vai:  Brahma-vaivartta Purana
Ce. Sﬁ-Caitanya—carit&mrta
Narasithha Nrsirtha Purdna
Padma Padma Purdna
Svet. Svetasvataropanisad
Upa. Upade$amrtem



APPENDIX

The amended and expanded translation of
the author’s poem composed in 1941 (as found on page 5)

The original English translation of the famous Sanskrit verse Srila Bhakti
Raksak Sridhar Dev-Goswami Maharaj composed while residing in a
hut on the banks of the Ganges in 1941 (as found on page 5 of this
PDF/Internet Edition) has later been expanded by the translator (Sripad
Swarupananda Prabhu) in accordance with Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda
Dev-Goswami Maharaj's Bengali translation. This updated translation is
included below.

$rimac-caitanya-sarasvata-mathavara-udgita-kirtir jaya-$rim
bibhrat sambhati ganga-tata-nikata-navadvipa-koladri-raje
yatra $ri-gaura-sarasvata-mata-nirata-gaura-gatha grnanti
$rimad-rapanuga $ri-krtamati-guru-gauranga-radha-jitasa

In the Holy Abode of transcendental touchstone

Sri Nabadwip Dham—the selfsame Sri Vrndavan,

in the land of Koladwip, whose inner identity

is the King of mountains Sri Govarddhan,

near the charming shores of the holy River Bhagirathi
who delivers all the fallen souls

stands that grand and glorious King of all Temples—
Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math.



In that beautiful retreat, the surrendered devotees
whose lives are the message of Sri Gaura,

are eternally absorbed in the loving service

of the Divine Master, the Golden Lord Gauranga
and the Loving Lord Sri Govindasundar

with His consort Srimati Gandharvva,
accompanied by all Their beloved associates.

With hearts always filled with good hope

to attain the grace of the Lord,

following faithfully in the line

of Sri Sri Riipa and Raghunath—

the storekeepers of the unlimited treasure

of pure, sweet love divine,

those surrendered souls ever sing the unending glories
of the transcendental Name and qualities

of the most magnanimous, original Supreme Lord

Sri Sri Gaurangasundar.

Indeed the hearts of all beings, moving and still,

marvel in the glory of Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math

as they take shelter in the soothing, affectionate shade

of the victory flag that flies aloft

and sings wholeheartedly to the world the ever-expanding
renown of Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math;

bearing that banner of all transcendental benedictions,

Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math ever shines resplendent

in all its divine magnificence.
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