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Preface 

(translated froin the Publisher's Nc~te of the first Bengali edition) 

The best introduction to the author of this book is given by the 
work itself. P~jyapada Parivrajakacaryya Tridandiswami Srimad 
Bhakti Raksaka Sridhara Maharaja is the fit recipient of the grace 
bestowed upon him by that great Universal Guru who shines like 
the sun among the Gaudiya Aciiryyas: Om Visl>upada Sri Srimad 
Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Goswami Prabhupada. Srila Prabhu- 
pads, now left this world to join the eternal divine pastimes, is the 
Divine Agent to flood the world with the nectarine universal preach- 
ing of the glory of the Supreme Lord, in the Divine Succession of 
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Although the devotional community is 
well-acquainted with the illustrious personality of His Holiness B.R. 
Sridhara Mahariija, I may nonetheless take the opportunity to enu- 
merate some of his glories herein for my self-purification. 

The brilliance of his unprecendented scholarship is found in the 
artful compilation and harmony of Sri Prapanna-jivaniimytam, Life- 
Nectar of the Surrendered Souls, accurately drawn from the axio- 
matic teachings of pure devotion (bhakti-siddhctnta-viini) as evolved 
by the Vaisnava preceptors in the line of the bona fide Scriptures. 
We  have already seen the extraordinary competence of His Holiness 
in preaching the beautifll, illuminating conceptions of the kings of 
transcendental scholars-the Vaisl~ava Preceptors headed by Sri 
Riipa, Sri Sanatana, and Sri Jiva-in various languages throughout 
the whole of India. Upon reading the first Sanskrit poem composed 
by His Holiness, Sri Bhaktivinoda Viraha DaSakam, our Divine 
Master commented that the writing was of a happy style. 'Srila 
Prabhupada profusely praised the devotional gravity of the presen- 
tation, revealing his deep satisfaction and jo+l confidence that in 



times to come the message of Sri Caitanyadeva would be befittingly 
upheld and preached by the author. Just prior to his entrance into 
his eternal pastimes, Srila Prabhup~da, in preference to .hearing 
devotional prayer (kirttana) performed by devotees recognized for 
expertise, called for His Holiness' pure rendering of Sri Riipa-maiijari 
pada, sei mora sampada, the worshipful prayer of the Gaudiya 
Vaisnavas' most cherished ideal. 

The theme of Life-Nectar of the Surrendered Souls is described 
in the introductory first chapter, Prelude to Approaching Nectar. 
In some instances throughout the work, the Bengali verse interpret- 
ation of the venerated pure devotees has been fittingly given for 
the translation of the authentic stanzas quoted. In Words of Nectar 
from the Devotees, statements of the Supreme Lord have occasion- 
ally been quoted in conformation with the development of the 
theme. In his explanatory aphoris~ns that precede each stanza, the 
author reveals the unique axiomatic truths (siddhiinta) of his Divine 
Succession. Doubtlessly, the good readers who know the superemi- 
nence of the Gaudiya-siddhiinta-the axiomatic devotional teach- 
ings in the line of Sri Caitanya Mahgprabhu-will be overjoyed 
with His Holiness' novel illuminations. In the epilogue, the author 
has mentioned his line of Divine Succession and the time and place 
of the writing of the book. 

It has been vividly illustrated herein that a life without surrender 
unto the lotus feet of ~ r i  Ky~pa is utterly futile, and the most 
treasured perfection achieved through exclusive surrender has been 
revealed. This will especially encourage those who are aspiring to 
enter the land of devotion, drawing them onward to the lotus feet 
of Sri Hari. And it will infuse spiritual joy and exhilaration in the 
hearts of the established devotees. This book is the supreme wealth 
of the surrendered souls. Devotion for the Supreme Lord, Sri 
Hari-bhakti, is the singular quintessence in this world, and only by 



exclusive surrender, Sarancigati, is it happily attained. May this 
Life-Nectar of the Surrendered Souls graciously appear all the world 
over, distributing the ever-increasing aspiration to reach the abode 
of divine ecstasy-the lotus feet of Sri Hari. Just as the repeated 
rubbing of sandalwood produces more and more charming 
fragrance, we remain confident that the faithful devotees, whose 
only pleasure is in conclusive theological truth (sat-siddhiinta), will 
experience the ambrosial devotional fragrance of this holy treatise 
in their spiritual discussions, and thus relish transcendental delight. 
We shall consider ourselves blessed when this book inevitably comes 
to be treasured by the august assembly of the fortunate souls. 

on the holy anniuersar>~ of 
Srila Bhakti Siddhhnta 
Prabhupadak departure, a Vaisnava's sewant's servant, 
Gaurabda 457 --hi Nrsirhh%nanda Brahrnacari 
(14th January, 1944) 
at Sri Dhtirna Navadvipa 





All glory to fl~c llizline Master 
clritl the Supreme Lorel s r i  Ky+-pu (:(littlnyu 

Publisher's Note 

Sri Sri Prapanna-jivaniim~tam, The  Life-nectar of the Surren- 
dered Souls. is thc cro~r-n-~e\\.cl 01' divine literatures ;is the eternal 
elixir of life for the exclusivelv surrendered souls, the hestoarer of 
the perpetual relish of full-flcclgcd nectar, and thc awakening and 
sustaining fbuntilinhead of lifc in I >ivine Consorthootl. Indeed, who 
can fittingly portray her holy glory and renown? In the same way 
ale cannot hut fcel ever inadcclui~tc when we attempt to sing the 
ylories of the illustrious author, our most \r.orshil~lLI [)ivine Master. 
Ori1 \Ti~rppacla $TI Srila Bhakti ~aksaka$ridh;ll-a I)e\.a Gos\vami 
Maharaja, the dearmost intimi~tc attendant of the great pioneer 
pre-eminent i~mong the Gaud~yu A(:c~ryyus, - - Sri G;iurr~iiga's transcen- 
tlcntal mess;igc incarnate-I'ral,h~~~~~cla Sri Sr~l;l Hh:tkti Siddhanta 
Saraswati Gos\vami Thakura. Even ivithout \vorlcl itineracy, the 
sear of Universal Guru Ijagatl-g11r11 I of the \vorld's rcno\vned gurus 
has been graccfLlly \Yon by Sril;~ ~rlcihara Deva (;os\filmi MaharGa 
while presiding in the grand, nohle distinction of' his venerable 
years of devotional life at the Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math of' 
Nabadwip, his cxclusive, personal holy place of' hl~cljc~nc~. 

Since its first printing, ~vhich was in Bengali, this sublime litera- 
ture has brought heartfelt satisf~lction to the still\\.;lrt devotees of 
the highest ordcr, being hailed by them as an Essential Scripture 



to be unfailingly sung and cultivated as a daily devotional function 
in spiritual life, as is customarily practiced with the Holy Scriptures 
such as the Srirnad Bhagavad-gitii. In both the Eastern and Western 
countries, its English publication will doubtlessly be similarly wor- 
shipped with the utmost reverence, constantly studied and sung 
with devotion by the surrendered souls of fine theistic intellect, 
and by the noble souls engaged in their divine search for the 
Supreme Lord. 

This monumental work was originally composed in the Sanskrit 
language. The authentic Bengali translation that was sanctioned by 
the author is extremely developed, profoundly exploring the heart 
of the book; scholars who know the internal conclusive scriptural 
purports can alone realize how difficult is its translation and publi- 
cation into English. However, by the boundless mercy of the most 
magnanimous Supreme Lord Sri Caitanyacandra, the fountainhead 
of all incarnations of Godhead, and by the causeless grace of His 
most beloved, our Divine Master, and the pure devotees whose 
hearts are absorbed in divine love-this formidable task has now 
been fulfilled. Thus, I again and again worship the holy lotus feet 
of Them all. 

For their tireless efforts to usher in the Advent of the present 
edition in its perfectly elegant form, all those Godbrothers and 
Godsisters who served in the various facets of the publication have 
attained the unending graces of our Divine Master and the Vais- 
navas. They have bound us in eternal gratitude. For executing the 
task of the English translation, proofing, and editing, special mention 
is due to Tridandisw~mi Sripada Bhakti Ananda S~gara Mahar~ja, 
assisted by Sriman Nim~isundara Brahrnaciiri Vidyavinoda. And 
for their dedicated effort in securing the necessary funds and assist- 
ance for the printing and publishing of the work in a most dignified 
presentation, special mention is due to Sripda ~ a ~ a d h a r a  Gaur~riga 



Dasa Brahmacari Bhakti Prabhakara Prabhu and all the good 
devotees assisting him. - 

In conclusion, invoking the charming verse of Sri Gurupgda- 
padma, this humble servant earnestly prays at his holy lotus feet 
that this crown-jewel of Sacred Writings, Sri Sri Prapanna- 
jzuanam?am, may remain with Her merciful presence in every land, 
in every home, and in every heart. And in Her gracious acquiescence, 
may She acknowledge the glorious victory of Her goodwill by 
churning and overflooding the entire living universe with Her 
supramundane wave of ecstatic love, to bless all souls with the 
supreme good fortune. 

Sri-Srimad-bhagavat-padambuja-madhu-sviidotsavaih sat-padair 
nikipta madhu-bindauai ca parito bhrastii mukhat gufijitaih 

yatnaih kificid ihahrtam nija-paraireyo 'rthina tan mayii 
bhuyobhiiya ito rajamsi pada-samlagniini tesctm bhaje 

"The bees, intoxicated in the festival 
of drinking the honey of the Lord's lotus feet, 

busily humming the glories of the Lord, 
drops of honey from their mouths fall and scatter all around; 

for my divine prospect, I've carefully collected 
some of those drops herein- 

and thus do I worship the dust 
of the holy lotus feet of those saints, again and again" 

16 October, 1987 I beg to remain most humbly, 
93rd Holy Appearance Day of 
His Divine &ace Tridandi- bhiku 
Srila Bhakti Raksaka Sri Bhakti Sundara Govinda 
Sridhara Deva Goswami Mahzr~ja 

















All glory to the Divine Master 
and the Supreme Lord Sri Kyypa Caitanya 

Foreword 

Because the soul is a particle of consciousness, it is endowed 
with free will. Eliminating fi-ee will, only gross matter remains. 
Without independence, the soul could not progress from bondage 
to liberation, and his ultimate salvation would have been impossible. 
But his spirit of exploitation is a foreign force, an intoxicant-a 
miscalculation that surrounds his independence. 

Life's objectives may be scientifically analyzed' as threefold: 
exploitation, renunciation, and dedication. The most common tend- 
ency is in those engaged .in exploiting other persons, species, or 
elements, for mundane sense enjoyment. They desire to materially 
elevate themselves in the present environment, and thus they are 
described as elevationists. A more sober class discover the severe 
equal and opposite reactions to worldly pursuits, and they engage 
in renunciation of the world, in search of an equilibrium comparable 
to a deep, dreamless slumber. By being unawake to the world, they 
hope to escape its concomitant reactions a11d sufferings. Thus their 
goal is liberation, and they are known as salvationists or liber- 
ationists. But through the correct interpretation of the Revealed 
Scriptures by learned votaries such as Sri Sangtana Goswami, Sri 
Jiva Goswami, and Sri R~miinuja, the devotees of divinity know 
the pursuits of both exploitation and renunciation as not only Guit- 
less, but injurious to real progress. 

The normal, wholesome, and happy plane is in the life of dedi- 
cation. Without exploiting or borrowing anything from the environ- 
ment, and without attempting to artificially renounce it, one who 



is sincere to dedicate himself naturally comes into contact with a 
higher and more subtle plane of life. By his readiness to give and 
serve, he will attain to a higher society and achieve ail appropriate 
master. The enjoying spirit forces one to be associated with a lower 
section to control and enjoy. And the renouncing spirit allures even 
the scholars \\ritl~ its 'pres?igiousl superiority over exploitation. Thus 
it is more dangerous, just as a half-truth is more dangerous than 
falsehood. As it is difficult to awaken someone from the deepest 
possible sleep, the liberationists may remain for incalculable time 
within their cell of non-differentiated liberation. But the higher 
existence will invite the service of one who desires to purely dedicate 
himself without remuneration. 

Sevii-senlice, dedication, is the summum bonum of the teach- 
ings of the Vaisi~ava school, the third plane of life where every unit 
is a dedicating member in an organic whole. In such a normal 
adjustment, everyone mutually assists one another in their service 
to the centre, the higher recipient, the h h e s t  entity. Everydung 
is existing to satisfy Him, because He must possess this qualification 
to be the Absolute. He is the prime cause of all causes-and 
everyhng exists for Him, to satisfy Him. 

A barren conception of mere 'deathlessness' cannot afford us any 
knowledge of a positive thing, but only freedom from the negative 
side. If immortality means 'no influence of mortality,' what, then, 
is its positive conception? What will be the nature, movement, and 
progress of that which is immortal? Without this understanding, 
immortality is only an abstract idea. Because it does not appear to 
exhibit the syml~oms of death, stone would be 'ruore immortal' 
than human beings, and conscious entities would'be 'mortal,' forever 
denied immortality! What, then, is the positive conception of 
imrnotdity? How are the immortal 'immortal'? What is the positive 
reality in immortality? Hour can one become immortal? One must 



search out his intrinsic location in the universal order. It will not 
do to attempt to solve only the negative side of life which is full 
of suffering-birth, death, infirmity, and disease. We should know 
that there exists a conception of life worth living for. This positive 
side has been almost totally neglected in general religious views. 

The 'immortality' professed by the schools of Buddha and 
Sar ikar~cwa yields no positive life. Their goals are mahii-nirvviina 
and brahma-siiyujya respectively. The Buddhist theory is that after 
liberation, nothing remains. They crave absolute extinction of 
material existence (prakrti-nirvviina). And the Sarikarite monist 
theory of liberation is to lose one's individuality by 'becoming one' 
with the non-differentiated aspect of the Absolute. That is, they 
crave extinction in Brahman (brahma-nirvviina). They postulate that 
when the triad of seer, seen, and seeing (driistii-driya-dariana), or 
knower, knowable, and knowledge (jfiiitii-jfieya-jfiiina) culminate at 
one point, the triad is destroyed (triputi-viniiia) and nothing remains. 

Material action and reaction ceases in Viraj~, the river of passivity, 
which is located at the uppermost edge of this illusory (miiyika) 
world. And above Viraja is the destination of the Sarikarites-the 
'abscissa' stage or the non-differentiated plane of Brahman, called 
Brahmaloka, which is located at the lowest edge of the spiritual 
realm. Both are vague areas of 'negative immortality.' Brahrnaloka 
is a marginal or 'buffer' state midway between the material and 
spiritual worlds. Composed of innumerable souls, it is an immortal 
plane devoid of specific variegatedness (nirvviiesa). It possesses 
positivity only in the sense that it is a plane of existence, a back- 
ground (kiisthii), but in itself it lacks positive development of vari- 
egated existence (kalii). The nature of the background is oneness, 
and development woven over it necessitates plurality or a differen- 
tiated nature (kala-kiisthiidi riipena pariniima-pradiiyini-Candi, 
Miirkandeya Puriina). 



In the Bhagavad-gitn ( 1 5 . 6 )  mutable (bara)  and immutable 
(abara) existences are described, representing the personal and the 
impersonal, the development and the basis, or differentiated and 
non-differentiated conceptions of general existence. The mutable 
is represented by the multitude of embodied living beings, while 
the immutable aspect is the great expanse of the aL-accomodating 
Absolute, the Brahman (8.3). In the analysis of worldly action, the 
most subtle form of unfructified past action, prior to the present 
tendency (the seedling stage) to sin, has been defined (B.r.s. Parvva 
1.23) as unknowable, indistinct, and of untraceable origin (kata). 
The immutable Brahman aspect of the Absolute is similarly defined 
as being one-dimensional-undetectable, unspecific, and of no defi- 
nite colour, sound, or taste; an unknown and unknowable, 
'un-understandable' stage of existence (kiita). But the Supreme Lord, 
Kysqa, is above both the mutable and immutable existences, and 
thus His glories are sung throughout the Vedas and in the world 
as the Puru~ottama, the Supreme Personality (Bg. 15.18). Sri Suka- 
deva G o s w m  affirms that in the most remote and distant plane, 
Lord Krsna is to be found: everywhere is He-the fountainhead 
of all conceptions (vidara-kasth~ya, Bhn: 2.4.14). He cannot be 
eliminated. 

Thus, the 'immortality' of the impersonalistic schools such as 
Buddhists, Sarikarites, etc., offers no positive life. But in Vai~navism, 
immortality is positive, dynamic existence. Above the non-differen- 
tiated Brahman aspect of the Absolute, the transcendental, vari- 
egated existence begins in the fxst glimpse of the spiritual sky, the 
plane lcnown as Paravyoma (C.C. Madhya 19.153). Situated there 
in the spiritual plane is the positive Kingdom of God: firstly 
Vaikuntha, then Ayodhya, Dvaaka, Mathur~, and fmally, above 
all, Goloka. Transcending the vague areas of 'negative immortality' 
that the impersonalists aspire for, the devotees-the Vaisnavas- 



dedicate themselves to the life of eternal devotional service to the 
Supreme Lord of the transcendental realm (Bg. 18.54). Although 
the soul can maladopt himself t oa  fallen state of existence in the 
planes of exploitation and renunciation, he is inherently adoptable 
to the positive life in the Kingdom of God. And fully blossomed, 
he reaches the realm of Goloka (svaape sabara haya golokete 
sthiti-gri gri Ky~gera A~tottara-Sata-nctma). 

Sri Prapanna-jivaniimytarn: amrta means 'undying,' or 'nectar,' 
and jivana means 'life.' Positive immortality is possible only for the 
surrendered (prapanniinam). All others are necessarily mortal. Only 
those who have wholly given themselves to the centre are living in 
eternality. Surrender is hlly established in its excellence and its 
constant position. Yet there is variegatechess within that constancy, 
in the form of progressive movement, or pastimes (vilctsaj. The 
Supreme Absolute Personality being infinitely superior to both the 
mutable 'mortals' and the immutable 'immortal' (negative) Brahman, 
only the svartipa-siddha souls-those who are perfectly established 
in their divine relationship with Him-are eternally freed from the 
disease of mutation and mortality (svartipena-vyavasthitih, Bhii: 
2.10.6). 

With a broad vision, we must know ourselves as created of 
smaller stuff, and thus only with assistance from above can we 
improve our situation and achieve -a position in the higher plane. 
A submissive, serving attitude is necessary in us. If we submit, the 
universal dictatorial aspect of the Absolute will take us upward to 
a higher prospect. He is the autocrat, the absolute knowledge, the 
absolute good-everything about Him is absolute. Being in avulner- 
able position as we experience in this world, why, then, should we 
not submit to Him? 

The road to the sphere of transcendence (adhobaja) is the deduct- 
ive or descending method (avaroha-panthii). We can reach the 



absolute good, the absolute will, by His consent alone. Only by 
faith in absolute surrender is anyone allowed entry into that domain, 
never by 'exploration,' by 'colonization,' or by attempting to become 
a 'monarch' there. No inductive or ascending method (iiroha-pantha) 
such as renunciation or yoga, etc., can compel1 Him to accept us. 
Whosoever He chooses can alone reach Hkn (Suet. 6.23). Although 
the highest point of the renunciates is desirelessness or freedom 
from possessiveness, the surrendered soul (Saraniigata) is naturally 
desireless (akiiicana, C.C. Madhya 22.99). Detachment is only the 
negative side of surrender, and above selflessness, the devotee sur- 
renders himself to the higher substance, and this is to be awake in 
another world, another plane of life. Such is the positive, Vaisnava 
conception of life-to determine one's real self beyond the jurisdic- 
tion of the world of misconception. 

The nature or the progressive substance is eternal existence, 
Itnowledge, and beauty (sac-cid-iinanda). The one harmonizing 
organic whole (aduaya-jfiiina-tattva) contains all similarities and 
differences, held inconceivably in the hand of the Absolute (acintya- 
bhedabheda-tattua). And there is no anarchy in the absolute power. 
Nonetheless, mercy is found to be above justice. Above judicious- 
ness, the supreme position is held by love, sympathy, and beauty: 
'I am the absolute power, but I am friendly to you all. Knowing 
this, you need never fear (Bg.5.29).' This revelation relieves us of 
all apprehension: we are not victims of a chaotic environment, but 
it is judicious, considerate-and the ultimate dispenser is our friend. 

Sri Jiva Goswami has stated that of the six symptoms of surren- 
der, to embrace the guardianship of the Lord (goptrtve uaranain) 
is central, since total surrender expresses the same ideal. The 
remaining five symptoms of accepting the favourable, rejecting the 
unfavourable, faith in the Lord's protection, h l l  self-surrender, and 
humility, are natural contributing associate-servitors to the ideal 



( a r i g i ~ r i g i - b l ~ h  sad-vidl~a; tatra 'goptrtve ~mranam' evarigi, Sara!lii- 
gati-ic~bdenaikiirthyab; clr~ydni tv angat~i t,c11, parikaratviit,-Bhakti- 
scirzclarbha, 236). 

Surrender is the foundation of the world of devotion. It is the 
verv life and essence. One cannot enter into that domain without 
surrender. It must bf present in every form of service, and to 
attempt divine service \vithout it n7ill be mere imitation or a lifeless 
form;~lity. The entire gist of the Vedic instruction is to cleclicate 
oneself to the service o' the Lorcl. In his commentary of 
Srirr~c~d-~h~lgavatam, Sri Sridhara Swanlipida has stated that only 
if the l~ractices of devotion are initially ofrered to the Supreme Lord 
can thcy be recognizccl as devotion. To  attempt to execute them 
and subsequently offer them cannot be pure devotion (iti nava 
la/qa!~clr~i yasyah sa, c~tlhit;er~a ced bhaga~~it,i viqnau bhaktil~ Iz~iyate. 
sh ~iirpil:~iivci sati yadi Iz~iyeh, nu tu kfia scitf l~aicdd arpyetci.) Without 
surrencler, the activity will be adulterated with exploitation, renunci- 
ation, ;~rtificial meditation (kannma, jriunc~, yoga), and so on. 

By constituSon, the soul is the Lord's senrant, and the Lord has 
the right to make or marr, to do anything acco rdq  to His sweet 
will. If accepting this truth we undertake the devotional practices 
such as hearing, chanting, remembering, ancl worshipping, only 
then will our activity be clevotional. Only the activity of the self- 
declicated soul can be devotion. Sincere prayer \\rill help us to seek 
the hclp of the Lord, but, again, prayer in the spirit of surrender 
can alone reach Him (Sara!lagati, 1.5). The path of devotion entails 
increasing our negative status to invite the positive to descend and 
embrace us: 'I am very low, and You are 80 high. You can purify 
me, take me and utilize me for Your higher purpose. Be pleased. 
Otherwise I am helpless, neglected.' It is impossible to take Him 
captive in the -e of our knon~ledge. Only the nay of devotion 
can help us. In e ~ ~ e r y  respect He is high, great, and mfinite-and 



we are similarly small. His mercy-His sympathy, love, andgrace, 
are the only medium through which we can come together. And 
good faith is autonomous in that sweet land wl~ich is so high that 
we will earnestly hope and pray for the association of the higher 
existence as His slave; and that also will be our happy prospect for 
the future. 

Krsna is not w i t h  our purview, and thus we are always rec- 
ommended by Scriptures and saints to approach the bona fide 
Divine Master and Vaisnavas. T o  satisfy the Supreme Lord, the 
criterion is to satisfy our Gurudeva: if Gurudeva is dissatisfied with 
us, the Lord is surely dissatisfied. An analogy has been cited in 
the Scriptures where the Lord is compared to the sun, the Guru 
to a pond, and the disciple to a lotus flower. If the pond withdraws, 
the very sun will scorch and dry up the lotus-and the lotus will 
be cheered by the sun as long as the water supports and surrounds 
it. Yasya prasadad bhagavat prasado, yasyiiprasiiclan na gatih kuto 
I pl; . dhyiiyam stuva* tasya yaSas tri-sandhyam, vande guroh 
Sri-caraniiravindam (Gunmtakam, 8 ) :  ' I  bow down to the lotus feet 
of Sri Gurudeva. By his grace we achieve the grace of fisna; 
without his grace, we are lost. Therefore, at daybreak, noon, and 
evening, we meditate upon and sing the glories of Sri Gurudeva, 
and pray for his mercy.' 

The Vaisnava Guru's dealings with the disciple are all grace, and 
his grace is his will to extend his wealth to the disciple. His instruc- 
tion is the medium of asserting his will, which is service for the 
satisfaction of the Lord. And by service, we invite his grace. By an 
earnest desire to serve, we draw his sympathy and his willing 
extension of goodwill to encourage us in our relationship with the 
supreme entity. Firstly, surrender: we must offer him exclusive 
respect (pranipata), otherwise are shall not allow ourselves to 
approach him. Secondly, we may make our sincere and substantial 



enquiry (paripraina). In a surrendered spirit, we may hear our 
Divine Master's messages which he delivers to us from his venerated 
seat, the Vyas~sana. In that conducive setting, the proper inspiration 
and dictation may fortuitously come down to us. And finally, to 
render service (sevayct) enables us to taste the essence (Bg. 4.34). 

On the instruction of his Gurudeva Devarsi Naada, Vy~sadeva 
had to undergo a progressive development (Bhii: 1.5). Narada is 
established in non-calculative devotion (jiiiina-Siinyii-bhakti, or 
jfictna-vimukta-bhakti-paramcthj, and above Narada is Uddhava, who 
is established in exclusive divine love for Krsna (premaika-nisthcth). 
Until one reaches Goloka, where there is full-fledged &sna concep- 
tion, all other stages may be changeable. There is no further change 
when one is f d y  established in his serving relationship with the 
Original Lord (svayam-bhagaviin), Krs~;la. In the narrative of 
Brhad-Bhiigavatctmytam, Gopakumara passes through Vailtuntha, 
Ayodhya, Mathura, Dvaraka, and then he finally arrives in 
Vmdavana. There, his particular divine relationship with the Lord 
firmly culminates in friendship (sakhya-rasa). For him, the previous 
stages were passing, although for others a permanent relationship 
may occur in one of them. They are progressive stages of 'positive 
immortality.' 

On the banks of the Godavari river, in progressively deeper and 
deeper planes, the entirety of theological development was expressed 
in the conversation between Sn Caitanya Mah~prabhu and Sri 
Ramananda R~ya .  A positive hierarchy of divine relationships with 
the Lord exists in progressive stages for the various types ofdevotees 
(kannmibhyah ... kah krti, Upa. lo), each type having its characteristic 
central relationship (vaiktgthiij..viveki na kah, Upa. 9). In the divine 
realm, the depth and degree of surrender may also be measured 
according to the science of mellows (rasa-tattua): peacefulness, 
servitorship, friendship, parenthood, and consorthood (Siinta-, 



diisya-, sakhya-, viitsalya-, madhura-rasa) are the natural divisions, 
each consecutively of a finer layer. And higher than even the direct 
consorthood o' the Godhead is the most elevated of the entire 
compass of clevotioi~al services-the divine service of the Supreme 
Predorninatecl Moiety (Sri Riidhii-diisya). 

Accordmg to the intensity of surrender-to the point of no 
return-the quality of the magnitude of truth encountered may 
be measured. The inner sweetness of the truth and its infinite 
characteristic attracts the devotees' hearts to the highest degree, so 
much that they never feel any satisfaction of achievement in what 
is actually the acme of their highest fortune. In Vaikuntha, only 
peacefulness and senitorship are present, nith a hint of friendship. 
If we commit the offence of giving more attention to law than to 
love, u7e will be 'cast down' from Goloka to Vaikuntl~a: Goloka is 
the land of love, and there the inhabitants lcnow nothing more. 
And by love is meant self-sacrifice and self-forgetfulness for the 
senrice of Krsna, without a care for one's good or bad future-total 
risk in extreme. 

In his Bhakti-sandarbha, Sri Jiva Goswmi defines 'Bhagava,' 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, as more than 'Lord N a ~ y a n a  
of Vaikuntha, the most powerful in all phases.' Above that, I-Iis 
existence, appearance, and nature attracts everyone to serve Him, 
love Him, and die for Hirn(bhajaniya-guna-viiista). His qualification 
is so beautiful. Thus, the highest conception of the Godhead is the 
Krsna conception, and He can be known by the devotees in RySna 
consciousness. Those who save and worship the Supreme Lord 
according to the scriptural regulation and calculation belong to the 
category of Vaikuntha worship. I11 Vaikuntha, in the initial transcen- 
dental conscious conception (adholqaja), the Goclhead as Lord 
Nargyqa accepts reverential senke  in His Majestic Dignity. But 
the devotees of the highest order are exclusively surrendered to the 



seniice of Lord Krsna with their innermost love and faith. 
The K ~ s i p  conception of Gololta Vmdavana is corroborated in 

the grimad-~hdgavatam, which is the greatest interpretation of the 
Vedic Scriptures. And Sri Caitanya Mah~prabhu is known to be 
Krsm Himself, united with His highest potency, Sri Radha. 
M&prabhu Sri Caitanyadeva has clearly revealed that the genuine 
interpretation and purpose of all the Revealed Scriptures is to 
faithfully guide us to -the highest goal: the domain of love and 
unconditional surrender unto the central power o'truth, personified 
in Lord Kysna as beauty and affection. Not power, but affection is 
the !rughest force to attract us all. Consciously or unconsciously, 
the absolute position is held by love and affection, and love is 
superior to all power and knowledge. It is the real fulf i ient  of 
the inner heart. Our inner existence wants only love, beauty, and 
affection-neither knowledge nor power. The finite cannot capture 
the infiiite, but the infinite can make Himself known to the finite. 
And when the infinite appears as a member of the finite land, the 
highest gain of the finrte is achieved. h n a  carries His father's 
shoes, and He cries when chastised by His mother. Through love, 
the Absolute comes down to the finite. 

The infinite's most intimate approach to the finite is found in 
Vm&~ana. The infinite comes to embrace the finite in its fullest 
capacity (aprcikyta), mixing with finite tjllngs so closely that people 
cannot perceive the Lord's transcendental Godly character as the 
Divinity. We, the inffitesmal souls, can attain our greatest fortune 
when the infinite comes to us in His highest approach-as if He 
were one of us! I-Iis approach is so merciful, so great, so intimate, 
and so perfect. 

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, who is sweetness and magnanimity 
combined, openly announced that we are all natural sla17es of the 
highest entity (C.C. Madhya 20.108). But this is slavery to the great 



force of love and beauty. It is the greatest fortune to be utilized in 
any way by the absolute existence, knowledge, and beauty-to be 
in harmony with the highest centre. No one is forced or barred, 
but this is the soul's intrinsic nature. 

Faithfully in the Divine Succession from Nitya-lila-pravista Om 
Vis~upada Paramaharixa A~tottara-Sata Sri Srimad Bhakti 
Siddhanta Saraswati Goswami Prabhupada, especially inspired by 
the divine message of Srila Thakura Bhaktivinoda's Saral?iigati, and 
attending the authentic Gaudiya Vaisqava literatures such as Sri 
Hari-bhakti-viliisa and Bhakti-sandarbha as well as the writings of 
other Authorized Divine Successions such as the Ramanuja 
Sampradiiya-this Sri Sri Prapanna-jivancimytam has been com- 
piled in order to supply the devotees' spiritual sustenance and 
nourishment. Surrender is the indispensable necessity in the life of 
a devotee, and Life-Nectar of the Surrendered Souls will sustain 
and fortify the surrendered souls as the nectar in their lives of 
Positive and Progressive Immortality. 



All glory to the Divine Master 
and the Supreme Lord Sri K r s ~ a  Caitanya 

CHAPTER 1 

Upa kramamrtam 
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atha mangalacaranam- 
Sri-gum-gaura-gandharvva-, govindarighrin ganaih saha 
vande prasadato yesam, sarvviirambhah Su bhankarah 11 3 

Auspicious invocation- 
I make my obeisance unto the lotus feet of my Divine Master, 

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, Sri Sri Gadhama-Giridhari ( h i  Sri 
Radha and Krsna), and Their associates. By Their grace, all endeav- 
ours are successful. 

gaura-vag-vigraham vande, gaurarigam gaura-vaibhavam 
gaura-sankirttanonmattam, gaura-karupya-sundaram [2] 

I make my obeisance unto the Deity, Gaura-Saraswati-the 
personified message of the Golden Lord Sri Caitanya Maha- 
prabhu-whose bodily lustre is of a beautiful golden hue, like that 
of the selfsame Lord Gaurasundara; who is the personal expansion 
of that Supreme Lord Gaurahari; who is always intoxicated by 
preaching the message of that Golden Lord; and whose divine 
beauty blooms in the revelation ofLord Gauranga's mercy potency. 
(Th~s 1s the fundamental meaning of the verse. Wlthm the scope of the Sansknt 
language, various expanded purports may be drawn from the original ) 

gum-riipa-harim gauram, radha-mci-mciiuytam 
nityam naumi navadvipe, ndma-kirttana-narttanaih 131 

Perpetually do I sing the glories of Lord Gauranga, who is the 
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Supreme Personality of Godhead, Sri Hari, embraced by the heart 
and l~alo of Sri Radhika, and who has descended as the Divine 
Master. In this holy abode of Sri Navadvipa Dhama, He is absorbed 
in the pastimes of profusely chanting the holy names, dancing in 
ecstasy. 
(As with verse two, expanded purports may be drawn from this verse.) 

Srimat-prabhu-padiimbhoja-, madhupebhyo namo namah 
trpyantu krpayii te 'tra, prapanna-jivaniimrte 141 

Again and again I make my obeisance unto the eternal personal 
servitors of my Divine Master, who drink the nectar of his lotus 
feet. I pray they may be graciously pleased In tasting this Life-Nectar 
of the Surrendered Souls. 

?nR-&rh:- 
2wrd$m+fi rrrdm;irq-FmT<l 
~ ~ ~ ~ * 1 1 4  11 

iitma-uijriaptih- 
aty-aruvdcina-riipo 'pi, pracindniim susammatiin 
Slokan katipayiin atra, cahariimi satam mude 151 

A humble petition- 
Despite nly disqualifications, for the satisfaction of the pure 

devotees I have compiled in this b o a k  an anthology of stanzas that 
are well established by our predecessors. 

, ' tad-viig-visargo janatiigha-viplavo 

yasmin prati-ilokarn abaddhavaty api 
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niimiiny anantasya yaSo 'rikitiini yat 
Srnvanti gayanti grnantz sadhavah /6]" 

' I  Even if every stanza is imperfectly composed, that is, unlucidly 
expressed, the sins of the people are totally vanquished by those 
expressions or books in which the glorious holy names of the Infinite 
Supreme Lord are described-since the pure devotees hear those 
holy names (from a qualified preacher), they solitarily sing those 
holy names (even in the absence of others), and they chant the 
unending glories of those holy names (in the presence of a deserving 
listener). " 

"abhivyaktii mattah prakyti-laghu-r~piid api budhii 
vidhiitri siddhiirthiin hari-gunamayi vah krtir iyam 
pulindeniipy agnih kim u samidham unmathya janito 
hiranya-s'reniniim apaharati niintah kalusatiim 171': 

"0 learned personalities, this treatise, composed of the divine 
qualities of Lord Hari, will fulfill your cherished wishes despite the 
fact that it is presented by me, a very insignificant person. Does 
not the fire ignited from pieces of wood rubbed together by a 
low-born barbarian dissipate the impurities in gold?" 

4 ~ ~ - ~ 1  

$T. ?$R?r'hR r e d :  W l l  L II 

yathoktii riipa-padena, nicenotpadite hale 
hemnah Suddhis tathaivatra, virahartti-hrtih satiim 181 

As Srila R ~ p a  Gosw~rnipgda has (in his humility) expressed that 
gold can be purified with fire lit by a barbarian, similarly, the pure 
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devotees' grief born of their separation from the Lord may also be 
dispelled by this book (which will light the lamp of their divine 
love for the Lord). 

antah kavi-yaias-kiimam, sadhutiivaranam bahih 
iudhyantu siidhava!~ sarvve, duicikitsyam imam janam 191 

0 saintly devotees, please purify this wrongdoer who on the 
pretext of saintliness desires in his heart the prestige of a poet, and 
who is thus afflicted with the practically incurable disease of insin- 
cerity. 

krsna-giithii-priyii bhaktii, bhakta-giithii-priyo harih 
kathaiicid ubhayor atra, prasangas tat prasidatiim 1101 

Tidings of Lord Krsna are naturally very dear to the devotees, 
and tidings of the Lord's devotees are also dear to Him. Since 
narratives of both the Supreme Lord and His devotees can be found 
within this book, I have hope, 0 pure devotees, that you may be 
propitiated hereby. 

svabhava-krpaya santo, mad uddeiya-malinatiim 
samiodhyiingikurudhvam bho, hy ahaituka kpibdhayah 11 11 

0 pure devotees, by your natural divine grace, kindly purify me 
of ill motives (offences) and accept this treatise. Certainly you will 
do so, because you are the ocean of causeless mercy. 
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atha grantha-paricayah- 
granthe 'smin parame niima, prapanna-jivaniimrte 
daiiidhyiiye prapanniiniim, jivaiza-priina-diiyakam 1121 
varddhakam posakam nityam, hrdindriya-rasiiyanam 
atirnarttya-ramllaa-, paraspara-sukhiivaharn 1131 
viraha-milaniirthdptam, IzySna-krsna-katl~iimflarn 
prapatti-uisayam vdkyam, coddhrtam iiistra-sarnrnatam [14] 

Introduction to the book- 
The substance expressed within the ten chapters of this holy 

book called Prapanna-jivaniimytam gives life to the surrendered 
souls, effecting their eternal growth and nourishment. It is the 
panacea of the heart and spiritual senses, bestowing those dedicated 
devotees' mutual happiness by the ever-increasingly newer and 
newer play of supramundane joy (aprakrta-rasa). Lord Krsna and 
His associates are portrayed in their natural pastimes of separation 
and union, and the line of unconditional surrender as established 
by Scriptures and saints has been elucidated. 
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atra ciinanya-cittiiniim, kysna-piida-rajojugm 
krsna-piida-prapannaniim, krsniirthe 'khila-karmanam 1151 
kysna-premaika-lubdhiincim, krsnocchistaika-jiviniim 
krsna-su khaika-viirichiinam, kysna- kirikara-seviniim [1 61 
krsna-viccheda-dagdhiiniim, krsna-sarigollasadd-h&m 
kysna-svajana-bandhiiniim, krsnaika-dayitiitmaniin 1171 
bhaktanam hrdayodghiiti-, mamma-giithiimytena ca 
bhaktiirtti-hara-bhaktiiiii-, bhista-piirttikaram tatha 1181 
saruva-samiaya-cchedi- hrd-, granthi- bhzj'-jriiina- bhiisi tam 
apiiruva-rasa-sambhiira-, camatkrita-cittakam 1191 
viraha-vyiidhi-santapta-, bhakta-citta-mahausadham 
yuktiiyuktam parityajya, bhaktiirthiikhila-cegitam 1201 
iitma-pradiina-paryyanta-, pratzj'riiintah-pratihtam 
bhakta-premaika-vaiya-sva-, svariipolliisa-ghositam 1211 
piirniis'viisakaram siikiit, govinda-vacaniimrtam 
sumah?-tam pibantu bhoh, sadhavah iuddha-darianiih 1221 

Carefully compiled in this book is the nectar of the deep, heart- 
revealing transcendental messages of those devotees whose hearts are 
unalloyed; who are servitors of the dust of the lotus feet of Kssna; 
who perform their every act for Krsna; who are filled with insatiable 
desire exclusively in love of Krsna and sustain their lives on Krsna's 
remnants alone; who desire only Krsna's pleasure and serve the 
servants of Krsna; whose hearts burn in separation of Krsna and 



8 
- -. . 

Life-Nectar of the Surrendered Souls 
-- - -. . . .- 

overflo\v with ecstasy in the association of Krsna; whose relative 
and friend is Krsna; and whose one and only beloved is Kysna. 

Along with these expressions of the devotees are carefully col- 
lected the words of supreme nectar-springing directly from the 
lotus mouth of Lord Govinda-which vanquish the heartbreak of 
the devotees; which fulfill the devotee's hopes and earnest aspir- 
ations; which destroy all doubt and sever the knot of ignorance; 
which are dazzling with transcendental wisdom and astonish the 
heart by miraculous waves of divine rapture; which are the great 
panacea for the devotee's heart afflicted with the piercing pangs of 
separation; which are incited wholly for the devotee irrespective of 
his qualification or disqualification, so much so, that the Lord is 
bound by His pledge to give Himself to His devotee; and which 
openly proclaim with great ecstasy that His very nature is to be 
subjugated solely by the affection of His devotee, reassuring His 
devotees in all circumstances. 
0 pure and spotless devotees, may you drink deeply the quin- 

tessence of these divine elixirs. 

2TGql-q-m:-  

~emrem;? 3r4m I 
SWOI- .~~UI~IC. IT~~T'~~~'~LU~Y: I 
mmfGT4sm1 m: II ?a II 

adhyaya-paricayah- 
atraiva prathamadhyaye, upakramamflabhidhe 
mangalacaranaii catma-, vijriaptir vastu-nirnayah 
grantha-paricayo 'dhyaya-, visayas' ca niveiitah 1231 

Chapter summary- 
An auspicious invocation, a humble petition, an introduction to 

the book and its chapters, and the theme of the philosophy of the 
book have, to the best of my ability, all been entered within this fust 
chapter named Upakramcirnrtam or Prelude to Approaching Nectar. 
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dvitiyadhyiiyake niima, Sri-Siistra-vacaniimfie 
prapatti-visayii nand-, Siistroktih sanniveiitct [24] 

In the second chapter, entitled Srt Sastra-vacanamytam, The 
Nectar of Scriptural Word, various scriptural quotations regarding 
surrender to the Supreme Lord have been compiled. 

mQ-TSif-1 
m: *w TI 1 1  34 1 1  

trtiyato 'stamam yiivat, Sri-bhakta-vacaniimrte 
prapattih sad-vidhii proktct, bhiigavata-ganodita 1251 

Chapters three to eight inclusive are entitled Sri Bhakta- 
vacanamytam, Words of Nectar from the Devotees. Beautifully 
expressed by the lotus lips of the pure devotees of the Lord, many 
stanzas describing the six limbs of exclusive surrender are quoted 
therein. 

iinukiilyasya sankalpah, priitikiilya-vivarijanam 
rakisyatiti vis'vaso, goptfive varanam tathii 1261 
iitma-nikepa kiirpanye, sad-vidha Saraniigatih 
evam paryyiiyataS ciisminn, ekaikiidhyaya-sangrahah /27] 

These six chapters have been compiled, each consecutively deal- 
ine with the six limbs of surrender, which are as follows: - 

1. To accept everything favourable for devotion to Krsna 
2. To reject everything unfavourable for devotion to Krsna 
3. To be confident that Krsna will grant His protection 
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4. To embrace Kysna's guardianship 
5. To offer oneself unto Him 
6. To consider oneself lowly and bereft 

3 d d ~ s i l . l t i r c - l l y a 1  
%- m U T q e y 1 1  L I1 

adhyiiye navame nama, bhagavad-vacaniimfle 
ilokiimflam samiihflam, sabad-bhagavatoditam 1281 

In the ninth chapter entitled Sri Bhagavad-vacancimytam, Words 
of Nectar from the Supreme Lord, nectarean stanzas emanating 
directly from the lotus mouth of the Supreme Lord have been 
compiled. 

T d n s r d * r n 9 1  - & d a i 4 m 1 1  29 11 

daiame caramiidhyiiye, ciivaiesiimrtiibhidhe 
guru-krsna-smrtau grantha-, syopasamharanam krtam /29] 

Absorbed in thought of the Divine Master and Lord Sri Rsna, 
the tenth and final chapter entitled Sri AvaSescimytam, The Divine 
Remnants of Nectar, was composed as the epilogue of the book. 

=F* 3 
amn ~ s ~ ~ ~ y l l  $ 0  1 1  

uddhrta-iloka-piiruve tu, tad artha-suprakiiiakam 
viikyaii ca yatnatas tatra, yatha-jiiiinam niveiitam 1301 

Prior to each stanza quoted, an aphorism illuminating its inner 
purport has been carefully entered according to my best insight. 

*.em1 
wM2Fm-1 &ii~ nm;vrdf%nrn: 11  3 g  11  

bhagavad-gauracandriiniim, vadanendu-sudhiitmikii 
bhaktoktair veiitii ilokii, bhakta-bhavoditii yatah 1311 
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Being revealed by the Lord Hirnselfadoptq the heart of a devotee, 
the stanzas of pure nectar emanating from the moon of Sri Gaura- 
candra have been entered along with the stanzas of the devotees. 

prapattyii saha ciinanya-, bhakter naikutya-hetutah 
ananya-bhakti-sambandham, bahu-viikyam ihoddhfiam 1321 

Many expressions of exclusive devotion (ananya-bhakti) have 
been recorded herein, since exclusive devotion is most intimately 
related to surrender. 

bhagavad-bhakta-Sastriiniim, sambandho 'sti parasparam 
tat tat priidhiinyato niimniiliz, prabheda-karapaliz smrtam 1331 

Actually, Words of Nectar from the Supreme Lord, Words of 
Nectar from the Devotees, and The Nectar of Scriptural Word are 
all seen to be interrelated. Still, they have been portrayed separately 
due to their individual importance. 

praty-adhyciya-viiesas tu, tatra tatraiva vabyate 
mahiijana-viciirasya, kiiicid iilocyate 'dhunii 1341 

The unique characteristic of each chapter will be accordingly 
expressed therein. Now (in this respect), we may have some general 
deliberation, in the line of the great devotees of the Lord. 
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vastu-nirnayah- 
bhagavad-bhaktitah sarvvam, ity utsrjya vidher api 
kainkaryyam krsna-pcidaikii-, Srayatvam Saraniigatih 1351 

Theme of the work- 
Being governed by the faith that all success is achieved by serving 

the Supreme Lord, to abandon servitude to even scriptural injunc- 
tions and take exclusive refuge in the lotus feet of Sri I(rs0a in 
every time, place, and circumstance, is known as Saraniigati- 
unconditional surrender. 

sarvviintaryiimitiim drstvii, hareh sambandhato 'khile 
apehag-bhava-tad-dystih, prapattir jfi~na-bhaktitah 1361 

Some consider Saraniigati to be that God consciousness which 
is realization of the one non-differentiated nature in all beings and 
objects, by seeing the Supreme Lord as the indwelling Supersoul 
of everything. However, such a conception falls within the category 
of calculative devotion biiiina-bhakti). It is not in the line of unadul- 
terated pure devotion (Suddha-bhakti). 

nityatvafi caiva Sdstresu, prapattei- jiiiiyate budhaih 
aprapannasya ny-janma-, vaiphalyoktes tu nityatii 137) 

By scriptural reference, the learned know of the etemality of 
surrender to the Lord, since the futility of human life without that 
surrender is elucidated therein. In this way, the eternal constitution 
of surrender is established. 
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niinyad icchanti tat piida-, rajah-prapanna-vaisnaviih 
kiiicid apiti tat tasyiih, siidhyatvam ucyate budhaih [381 

Because the devotees who have surrendered unto the dust of the 
lotus feet of the Lord never aspire for anything else whatsoever, 
the learned affirm that surrender is the attainable goal of all endeav- 
ours. 
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bhava-duhkha-viniiSaS ca, pam-nistiira-yogyatii 
param padam prapattyaiva, krsna-sampriiptir eva ca /39] 

Only by surrender to the Lord can one gain freedom from the 
miseries of birth, death, disease, and infirmity; fitness to deliver 
others from those miseries; the holy abode of Lord Visnu; and the 
devotional service of Lord Krsna. 

Sravana-kirttaniidiniim, bhakty-angiiniim hi yiijane 
abamasyiipi sarvviiptih, prapattyaiva hariiv iti [40] 

Everything is accomplished by surrendering unto the lotus feet 
of Sri Hari, even for one who is unable to execute the integral 
practices of devotional service based on hearing and chanting. 

sakhya-rasiiirita-priiyii, seti kecit vadanti tu 
miidhuryyiidau prapanniiniim, praveio ndsti ceti na 1411 

Some claim that surrender is generally in the relationship of 
friendship (sakhya-rasa). But it is complete fallacy to think that 
surrendered souls have no entrance into divine relationships headed 
by consorthood (madhura-rasa). 



14 Life-Nectar of the Surrendered Souls 
.- -. 

sak? pravrtti-mcttrena, prapattih sidhyatiti yat 
lobhotpctdana-hetos tad, iilocana-prayojanam 1421 

Since surrender is achieved by turning to the refuge of the Lord 
just once, we should earnestly discuss the subject to enable the 
longing for surrender to be born in us. 

api tad iinukulyiidi-, sankalpctdy-anga-labanat 
tad anus'ilaniyatvam, ucyate hi mahctjanaih 1431 

Furthermore, since the constituent parts of surrender-based 
on acceptance of the favourable and rejection of the unfavour- 
able-have been referred to by authorities and cited in the Scrip- 
tures, the great devotees of the Lord teach us the necessity of 
studying and culturing the art of surrender. 

bhaviirtti-pidyamctno vii, bhakti-miitriibhilasy api 
vaimukhya-biidhyamiino 'nya-, gatis tac charanam vrajet 1441 

One who is severely afflicted by fear of living in the material 
world, or, one who, despite having an aspiration for the Lord's 
service is nonetheless bound with adversity-such persons, finding 
no alternative, surrender to the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 
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cis'rayctntara-rcthitye, vctnyas'raya-visarjane 
ananya-gati-bhedas tu, dvi-vidhah parikirttitah 1451 
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The state of finding no other alternative occurs in two ways: in 
the event of having no other shelter. or in the event of abandoning 
one's existing shelter. 

mano-viik-kiiya-bhediic ca. tri-vidhii Saraniigatih 
tiisiim saruviinga-sampannii, Sighram piirpa-phala-pradii 
nyiiniidhikyena caitiisiim, taratamyam phale 'pi ca L467 

One surrenders by thought. word, and deed. Complete surrender 
in all these aspects promptly affords full success. Otherwise, the 
fruit attained will be proportionate to the degree of one's surrender. 

apiirvva-phalatvam- 
vinaiya sarvva-duhkhiini. nija-miidhuryya-varsanam 
hrot i  bhagaviin bhakte, Saraniigata-piilakah r471 

The unprecedented. gracious reward of surrender- 
Being most affectionate toward His surrendered souls, the 

Supreme Lord totally dispells their unha~~iness.  A A graciously filling 
their hearts with His sweet absolute presence. 

ap?, asiddham tadiyatvam, vinii ca Saraniigatim 
ity apiirvva-phalatvam hi. tasyiih Samsanti panditiih 1481 

Without uncondtional surrender (Saraniigati!, one cannot conceive 
of oneself as 'be lon~in~ - - to Him.' ~Znd this is why the learned sing 



- 
16 Life-Nectar of the Surrendered Souls 

-- - - -. 

(par excellence) the glories of surrender's ability to yield her unpre- 
cedented, gracious fruit. 

athavci bahubhir etair, uktibhih kim prayojanam 
sanrva-siddhir bhaved ma,  govinda-caranairaycit 1491 

Otherwise, what would have been the need for so abundantly 
singing her praises? Only by unconditional surrender unto the lotus 
feet of Govinda is.al1 perfection attained-nothing remains to be 
attained. 
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Sri-saniitana-jivcidi-, mahijana-samcihytam 
api cen nica-samsprstam, piyii~am piyatcik budhcih 1501 

Even though touched by one as lowly as me, please, 0 learned 
devotees, drink this nectar gathered by the great souls headed by 
Srila Sangtana and Sri Jiva. 

iti iri-prapanna-jivancimrte 
upakramamytam ncima prathamo 'dhyciyah 

thus ends the first chapter 

Prelude to Approaching Nectar 
in 

Life-Nectar of the Surrendered Souls 
Positive & Progressive Immortality 



CHAPTER 2 

Sri-SEstra-vacanimrtam 
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Sruti-smrty-iidi-Sfistresu, prapattir yan niriipyate 
tad uktam duitiyiidhyiiye, Sri-Siistm-uacanamrte 111 

This second chapter, Sri Satra-vacanc~m~tam, The Nectar of 
Scriptural Word, describes surrender as corroborated in the Re- 
vealed Scriptures headed by the Vedas (Srutij and the Religious 
Codes ( S m ~ i ) .  
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prapattih Srutau- 
yo brahmiinam uidadhiiti-piinntam yo brahma-uidyam 

tasmai giih palayati sma krsnah 
tam hi devam atma-uflti-prakiiiam 

m u m u b r  uai Saranam amum urajet 121 
Tapanjram (Br:  sari^, t i b )  

Surrender is firmly established by the Vedas- 
In the beginning of creation, He who created the universal creator, 

Brahma, and then imparted to Brahma knowledge of Brahman, the 
Absolute-He is the selfsame Lord Krsna who tends the cows (or 
nourishes the Vedas [gall means both 'cows' and Vedas]).  Those 
desirous of liberation should surrender unto that Lord, who reveals 
the innate function of the soul. 
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tiidiitmya-yiithiirthyam smytau- 
ahankrtir ma-kiirah syiin, na-kiiras tan nisedhakah 
tasmat tu namasa betri-, svatantryam pratisidhyate 133 
bhagavat-paratantro 'sau, tad iiyattiitma-jivanah 
tasmat sva-samarthya-vidhim, tyajet sarvvam as'e~atah [4] 

Padma-uttara-khanda 

The cause of the tangible reality of surrender is expounded in the 
Standard Codes of Religion (Smyti) - 

The syllable ma means 'self-asserting ego' (the misconception of 
considering oneself to be a 'doer'), and the syllable na indicates its 
prevention. Thus, the act of offering obeisances (namah) nullifies 
the offerer's independence. The soul is naturally subordinate to the 
Almighty, his intrinsic nature and innate function being servitude 
to the Supreme Lord. Therefore, all actions performed thinking, 'I 
am the doer,' should be utterly abandoned. 

aha~ikdriid-aprapattih- 
ahankiira-nivrttiiniim, kes'avo nahi diiragah 
ahankiira-yutiinam hi, madhye parvvata-riis'ayah 151 

Br: Vat: 

The only obstacle to surrender is self-asserting ego- 
The Supreme Lord Keiava remains in the company of persons 

who are free from a mundane conception of life; but there appears 
to be a great mountain range between the self-asserting egotists 
and the Lord. 
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advaya-jiiiinam aniis'ritiiniim eva jagad-dars'anam- 
yavat prthaktvam idam iitmana indriyartha- 
miiya-balam bhagavato jana iSa paiyet 
tiivan na samsrtir asau pratisankrameta 
vyarthapi duhkha-nivaham vahati kriyiirtha 161 

Bha: 3/9/9 

Persons who do not take shelter of the One without a second, the 
Supreme Lord, simply loiter in the world of birth and death- 
0 Lord, Soul of all souls, the conditioned soul sees this universe 

as separate from You, and thinks it is meant for his sense enjoyment. 
But this is only a creation of Your deluding potency jmiiyd). As 
long as the living being clings to such an illusory separate interest, 
he does not give up the miserable world of action and reaction, 
birth and death, despite its utter meaninglessness. 

tan nityatvam, tad abhiive iitmano vaiicitatviit- 
priipyiipi durllabhataram, manusyam vibudhepsitam 
yair airito nu govindas, tair iitmii vaiicitai ciram [7] 

Br: Vai: 

The unsurrendered soul is perpetually deceived; thus, the state of 
surrender is eternal- 
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A birth in the human species is so valuable that it is aspired for 
by the demigods. Those who, despite having taken such a birth, 
do not take shelter of the lotus feet of Govinda-they deceive 
themselves perpetually. 

aprapannanam jivana-vaiphalyac ca- 
aiitifi caturai caiva, laksiims tan jiva-jatisu 
bhriimyadbhih purusaih priipya, manusyam janma-paryyayat [81 
tad apy aphalatam yatam, tesam atmabhimiininam 
variilziiniim aniiiritya, govinda-carana-dvayam 191 

Br: Vai: 

The utter futility of life without surrender- 
After wandering throughout 8,400,000 species, the soul eventu- 

ally takes a human birth. But that human birth is rendered worthless 
by those miserable fellows who are so proud of their bodies that 
they refuse to take shelter of the lotus feet of Lord Govinda. 

sarvvctdhamesv api mukti-dcttrtvam- 
sarvviiciira-vivarjit& Satha-dhiyo vriitya jagad-vaiicakii 
dambhiihankrti-piina-paiiuna-par& piipiintyaja nisthurah 
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ye ciinye dhana-diira-putra-nirat3 sanmiidhamas te 'pi hi 
Sri-govinda-padiiravinda-Sara* muktii bhavanti dvija [ lo]  

Narsimha 

Even the lowest of men are liberated by surrender- 
O twice-born, persons who are devoid of all virtuous practices, 

who are outcaste, rogues, deceitful, audacious, egotistic, addicted 
to intoxicants, hotbeds of sin, malicious, cruel-natured, grossly 
infatuated with son, wife, wealth, etc.-even such extremely fallen 
persons are liberated by surrendering unto the lotus feet of Sri 
Govinda. 

tan nisthasya nctdho-gatih- 
paramiirtham absasya, jagatiim adi kiiranam 
Saranyam Saranam yiito, govindam niivasidati 1111 

By: N'i: 

A surrendered soul never falls down- 
Sri Govinda is the origin of all the universes, the Supreme Truth, 

and the shelter of all. One who surrenders unto His lotus feet can 
never be cast asunder. 

duhkha-haratvam mano-haratvati ca- 
sthitah priya-hite nityam, ya eva purusar~abhah 
raja* tava yadu-Srestho, vaikunthah purusottamah [12] 
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ya enam samirayantiha, bhaktyii niiriiyanam harim 
te tarantiha durgiini, na me 'triisti viciiranii 1131 

[Mahnbhci~ata] Scinti-paruua 

Surrender unto the Supreme Lord Hari vanquishes misery and 
charms the heart with the Lord's divine sweetness- 
0 King, what more can I say? The foremost of the Yadu dynasty, 

the unassailable great personality who is full of goodwill for you 
and always your dear friend-He is none other than the Supreme 
Lord Naraya~a, Sri Hari. Those who devotedly take full refuge in 
Him cross over this insurmountable ocean of material existence. 
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m 
abhayiimrta-datrtvaii ca- 

ye iarikha-cakriibja-karam hi iiirriginam 
khagendra-ketum varadam Sriyah patim 
samiiirayante bhava-bhiti-niiianam 
teiam bhayam niisti vimukti-bhiijiim [14] 

Vcimana 

Completely vanquishing all fear, surrender bestows the life of eternal 
nectar- 

The Lord of the Goddess of Fortune bears a conchshell, disc, 
lotus flower, and bow; He is the Master of Garuda, He is the 
vanquisher of the fear of mundane existence, He is the bestower 
of all benedictions. No trace of apprehension remains for those 
who take refuge in Him, since they qualify for positive immortality. 
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sarvviirtha-sddhakatvam- 
samsiire 'smin mahii-ghore, moha-nidrii-samiikule 
ye harim s'aranam yiinti, te krtiirthii na sams'ayah 1151 

By: Nii: 

A surrendered soul is successful in all endeavours- 
In the dense darkness of this material world which is enculfed - 

in ignorance and sleep, those who surrender unto the holy lotus 
feet of Lord Hari are successhl in all their endeavours. Of this 
there is no doubt. --- 
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ajitendriydndm api Siva-datvam- 
kim durdpiidanam tesam, pumsiim uddama-cetasiim 
yair iis'ritas tirtha-padas', carano vyasanatyayah 1161 

Bha: 3/23/42 

By surrender, even persons of uncontrolled senses attain all good 
fortune- 

The lotus feet of Lord Hari vanquish material existence. By 
surrendering unto His lotus feet, nothing remains difficult to 
achieve, even for a person of agitated mind. 

samsiira-kIeSa-haritvam- 
s'aririi miinasa divyii, vaiyase ye ca manusiih 
bhautikiis' ca katham kles'a, badheran hari-sams'rayam 11 71 

Bhn: 3/22/37 

All worldly suffering is vanquished for the surrendered soul- 
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0 Vidura, how can a person who has taken shelter of the lotus 
feet of Sri Hari be stricken with bodily and mental tribulation 
arising from the elements, other persons, or unfavourable astrologi- 
cal circumstances? 

Saranagatiiniim ayatna-siddham eva param padam- 
samiiiritii ye pada-pallaua-plauam 
mahat-padam punya-yaio muriireh 
bhauiimbudhir uatsa-padam param padam 
padam padam yad uipadiim na tesiim 1181 

Bha: 10/14/58 

The Supreme Abode of Lord Visnu is effortlessly attainable for the 
surrendered souls- 

This ocean of material existence is as insignificant as the water 
in a cow's hoofprint to those persons who have taken full refuge 
in the supreme shelter-the boat of the lotus feet of Lord Sri 
Krsna, whose glories are universally sung as purity's own self Their 
destination is the Lord's supreme abode, never this mundane abode 
of calamities. 
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sarvvdtmii~ritiincim uiuartta-niuyttih- 
yesam sa eva bhagaviin dayayed anantah 
saruvatmaniiSrita-pado yadi niruyalikam 
te dustariim atitaranti ca deva-miiyctm 
naisiim mamiiham iti dhih Sva-Sygiila-bhaksye 1191 

Bhii: 2/7/42 

The illusion of bodily identification and mundane possessiveness 
is dispelled for the souls surrendered to the Lord in all respects- 

Due to their taking shelter of His lotus feet in all respects, those 
persons upon whom the Infinite Supreme Lord bestows His unre- 
served grace surpass the insurmountable illusory energy of the Lord. 
He does not favour those who ascribe the conceptions of 'I and mine' 
to this material body, which is fwd for jackels and hounds. 
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tad upekitiinam duhkha-pratikarah kanika eva- 

biilasya neha Saranam pitarau nrsimha 
niirttasya ciigadam udanuati majato nauh 
taptasya tat-pratividhir ya ihiifiiase~tas 
tiivad vibho tanu-bhytiim tvad-upekitiiniim 1201 

Bhii: 7/9/19 

For persons devoid of a relationship with the Supreme Lord Hari, 
prevention of suffering cannot but be transitory- 
0 Nrsimha, 0 Almighty Lord, precautions and remedies are 

only short-lived when attempted by the suffering embodied souls 
who are not favoured by You. Parents are not the guardians of 
their child, medicine is not the cure for the diseased, and a boat 
is not the saviour of a man drowning in the ocean. 
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anairitanam asad avagrahcid eva vividharttih- 

tiivad bhayam dravina-deha-suhp-nimittam 
Sokah sprhii paribhauo uipulaS ca lobhah 
tiivan mamety asad-auagraha artti-miilam 
yiivan na te 'nghrim abhayam prauynita lokah 1211 

Bha: 3/9/6 

The various tribulations of the unsurrendered souls are simply due 
to their obsession with the unreal- 

0 Lord, as long as the people of the world do not take the safe 
and sound shelter of Your lotus feet, they remain full of anxiety 
about their wealth, their bodies, and their friends; overwhelmed 
with lamentation, hankering, obsession, and intense greed, they 
cannot obtain relief from the suffering which is deeply rooted in 
their imaginary conceptions of 'I and mine.' 

paripiirna-kamo harir evcihayaniyo 'nyadd-heyam- 
auismitam tam paripiirna-kiimam, svenaiva liibhena samam praiiintam 
vinopasarpaty aparam hi baliiah, Sva-liinguleniitititartti sindhum 1221 

Bhn: 6/9/22 

One should take refuge in the fully self-satisfied Supreme Lord 
Hari; the shelter of 'other gods' yields a lamentably inferior result- 

Lord Krsna is perfectly replete in everything desirable, fully 
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self-suficient, poised and tranquil. Nothing can be astonishing for 
Him. Only a fool disregards Him to take shelter in any demigod 
whose propitiation may be prescribed for the accomplishment of 
worldly benefits. Such a person may be compared to one who siezes 
a dog's tail in order to cross the ocean. 

harer m a  sarwoddharitvam- 
kiriita-hiiniindhra-pulinda-pukka6 
iibhira-s'uhmii yavanah khaiiidayah 
ye 'nye ca piipii yad-upciSrayiiSraycih 
Sudhyanti tasmai prablzavisnave namah [23] 

Bhii: 2/4/18 

Only Sri Hari is capable of delivering the living being in all circum- 
stances- 

Persons such as those belonging to the races known as Kirata, 
Hiina, Andhra, Pulinda, Pukkaia, Abhira, Suhma (Ka*ka), Yavana, 
and Khaia-nay, persons of each and every sinful birth are perfectly 
purified without a doubt, by taking shelter of the devotees sur- 
rendered to Lord Visnu, the Almighty. I do offer my respectful 
obeisances unto Him. 
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hari-caranaSritci m a  sara-grahino 'nyatha karmma-yogadibhir atma- 
ghatitvam- 

athcita cinanda-dugham padiimbujam 
hainscih Srayerann aravinda-locana 
sukham nu vis'veivara yoga-karmmabhis 
tan mciyayiimi vihatci na mcininah [24] 

Bhd: 11/29/3 

Only surrendered souls can properly distinguish substance from 
form; those who disregard Lord Hari to seek happiness on the 
empirical paths based on yoga and karmma are simply on a suicidal 
course- 
0 lotus-eyed one, the swans (topmost pure devotees, parama- 

hamsas) take refuge in Your ecstasy-yielding lotus feet. 0 Universal 
Lord, those who do not accept the joy of the shelter of Your lotus 
feet and pursue the paths of abstract liberation and mundane acqui- 
sition-such persons are devastated by Your deluding potency. 

Sri-krsna-carana-Sarawgateh parama-sadhyatvam- 
na ncika-pystham na ca scima-bhaumam 
na paramesthyam na rasadhipatyam 
na yoga-siddhir apunar-bhavam vii 
vciiichanti yat piida-rajah prapanniijl [25] 

Bhu: 10/16/37 

Full refuge in the lotus feet of Sri Ky~va is the supreme objective- 
Those souls who have taken refuge in the dust of Your lotus feet 

have no desire to attain heaven, universal dominion, the post of Lord 
Brahm~, sovereignty over the earth, yogic perfections, or liberation. 
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hari-prapannanam anya-nistcira-samarthyam-atmariimancim api hari- 
pada-prapattis' ca- 

yat pada-samiraycih suta, munayah praSamayanah 
sadyah punanty upasp~stah, svardhuny-apo husevaya 1261 

Bhd: 1/1/15 

Souls surrendered unto the lotus feet of the Lord Hari are competent 
to deliver others, and the fully self-satisfied souls also surrender to 
the Lord's lotus feet- 

The slightest association with the supremely tranquil sages who 
have surrendered unto the lotus feet of the Lord purifies the people 
of the world; but the river Gangga purifies only those who bathe in it. 

hi-kysnaika-Saranci naiva vidhi-kirikarah- 
devarsi-bhiitcipta-n~niim pitTncim 
na ki~ikaro nayam mi ca rcrjan 
sarvuatmanci yah Saranam Saranyam 
gato mukundak pariheya karttam 1271 

Bhd: 11/5/41 

Those souls who have exclusively surrendered unto Kysna are not 
subservient to scriptural injunctions and prohibitions- 

0 Kiilg, one who abandons all worldly obligations and whole- 
heartedly surrenders unto Mukunda, the exclusive shelter ofall beings in 
every respect-such a person is no longer indebted to the demigods, 
sages, other life-forms, friends and relatives, mankind, and ancestors. 
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tad anugrhita veda-dharmmiitita eva- 
yadii yasyiinugrhniiti, bhagaviin iitma-bhavitah 
sa jahiiti matim loke, vede ca parinisthitam 1281 

Bha: 4/29/45 

The recipients of the Lord's mercy are transcendental to Vedic 
religiosity- 

Because of the intense love of His surrendered soul, the Supreme 
Lord bestows His grace upon that devotee by ushering divine inspi- 
ration into his heart. Such a devotee then abandons the preoccu- 
pation with adhering to worldly obligations and Vedic religiosity. 
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iri-kysna-svarupam eva paramiiiraya-padam- 
daiame daiamam lahyam, iiiritairaya-vigraham 
iri-krsniikhyah param dhiima, jagad-dhiima namiimi tat [29] 

Bhiiviirtha-dipih, Bhd: 10/1/1 

As the epitome of divine ecstasy (rasa), the Supreme Lord's original 
form-Krsna-is the highest refuge- 

In the tenth canto of Srimad-~hii~avatam, Sri Kysga has been 
distinguished as the embodiment of shelter for the surrendered 
souls. I bow down unto that supreme refuge of the universe, who 
is known as 'Kysna.' 
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Sriman-mahciprabhoh padhs'raya-mahcitmyam- 
dhyeyam sadci paribhava-ghnam abhista-doham 
tirthapadam Siva-viriiici-nutam Saranyam 
bhytyartti-ham pranata-pula-bhavabdhi-potam 
tlande maha-purusa te caranaravindam 1301 

Bha: 11/5/33 

The matchless, unsurpassable gift of surrender unto the lotus feet 
of Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the Golden Avatara who enacts 
His pastimes as a great devotee- 
0 guardian of the surrendered, 0 great personality (the Supreme 

Personality of Godhead Himself, who enacts His divine pastimes 
as a pure devotee [maha-bhagavata]), You alone are the reality to 
be coilstantly meditated upon by the pure souls. You are the 
destroyer of the soul's illusion, You are the divine wish-fulfilling 
tree, the refuge of all devotees. Worshippable by Siva and Virifici 
(SadaSiva in the form of Sri Advaita Acaryya, and Brahma in the 
form of Haridasa Thakura), You are the shelter ofall and everything, 
and You are the dispeller of Your devotee's suffering which orig- 
inates in offences to the holy name (iziima-apariidha). You are the 
only boat for crossiilg the ocean of this material world of suffering. 
I do worship Your holy lotus feet. 
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samsiira-sindhu-tarane hrdayam yadi syat 
sankirttanamyta-rase ramate manai cet 
premiimbudhau uiharane yadi citta-uyttii 
caitanya-candra-carane Saranam prayiitu 1311 

Caitanya-candramrta 8/93 

The souls surrendered unto the lotus feet of Sri Caitanyadeva bathe 
in the ocean of divine love- 

If you have a desire to cross the ocean of material existence, an 
aspiration to taste the ecstasy of the nectarean congregational chant- 
ing of the holy names (sankirttana), and a longing to sport in the 
ocean of divine love-then please surrender unto the lotus feet of 
Sri Caitanyacandra. 
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h 
sad-vidha-Saranagatih- 

iinukiilyasya-sankalpah, priitikolya-uivarjanam 
rakisyatiti uiiuiiso, goptytue uaranam tathii 
iitma-nibepa-kiirpanye, sad-vidhii Saraniigatih [32] 

atsnava-tantra v ' . .  

Six divisions of surrender- 
Acceptance of the favourable, rejection of the unfavourable, the 

faith that 'He will surely protect me,' embracing the Lord's guard- 
ianship, complete dependence on Him, and the perception of one's 
utter helplessness without Him-these six are the essential limbs 
of exclusive surrender to the Lord (Saraniigati). 
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sa ca kaya-mano-vakyaih sadhya- 
t a u m i t i  vadan vaca, tathaiva manasci vidan 
tat sthiinam iiiritas tanva, modate Sarancigatah 1331 

Vaisnava-tantm 

Saranagati should be practiced in thought, word, and deed- 
By his power of speech, the surrendered soul declares, 'I am 

Yours'; in his thoughts, he knows the same; and in person, he takes 
refuge in the Lord's holy abode. In this way the surrendered soul 
passes his life, his heart filled with joy. 

iti iri-prapanna-jivancim?e 
Sri-Siistra-vacaniimflam nama dvitiyo 'dhyiiyah 

thus ends the second chapter 

The Nectar of Scriptural Word 
in 

Life-Nectar of the Surrendered Souls 
Positive & Progressive Immortality 
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krsna-kiirsnaga-sad-bhakti-, . . .  prapannatviinukiilake 
kytyatva-niScayaS-cctnu-, kiilya-sarikalpa ucyate 111 

Everything should be done that encourages the service of Sri 
Krsna and His devotee, and whatever is conducive to the state of 
exclusive surrender must be executed: such a firm conviction is 
called anukiilyasya-sarikalpa!~-Acceptance of the Favourable. 
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Sri-kysna-sarikirttanam eva tat padiiSritiinilm paramiinukiilam- 
ceto-darpana-marjanam bhava-mahiidiivagni-nirvvapanam 
Sreyah-kairava-candrikii-vitaranam vidya-vadhii-jivanam 
anandiimbudhi-varddhanam prati-padam piirncimflasviidanam 
sawwitma-snapanarh param vijayate Sri-ky~pa-sarikirttanam 121 

Sri-Sri-~ha~avata~-Caita~~~ncandrils~a 

Of everything favourable, Hari-sarikirttana ~erformed by souls 
surrendered unto the lotus feet of Lord Hari is paramount- 

May the Sri Kysna Sarikirttana be all-victorious in its pristine 
glory! This congregational chanting of the holy names of the Lord 
cleanses the looking-glass of consciousness, extinguishes the raging 
forest fire of material existence, and spreads the benediction moon- 
rays that cause the lotus of the heart to bloom. This chanting is 
the life and soul of divine consorthood. Expanding the ocean of 
pure ecstasy, it is the flavour of full nectar at every moment, bathing 
and cooling the entire self. 

-the Supreme Lord Sri Caitanyacandra 
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tatra sampatti-catustayam paramanukiilam- 
tynad api sunicena, taror api sahisnuna 
amanina manadena, kirttaniyah sada harih 131 

Sri-Sri-~ha~avatai-Caitanyacandrasya 

These four jewels are accepted as the greatest treasure favourable 
to the performance of Hari-kirttana- 

One who knows himself more insignificant than a blade of grass, 
who is as forbearing as a tree, and who gives due honour to others 
without desiring it for himself, is qualified to sing the glories of 
Lord Hari constantly. 

-the Supreme Lord Sri Caitaqacandra 

karsnanam adhikaranuriipa sevaiva bhajananukiila- 
krsneti yasya giri tam manasadriyeta 
dibasti cet pranatibhii ca bhajantam iiam 
Suiflsayii b hajana-vzj'krn ananyam anya- 
nindadi-iiinya-hydam ipsita-saizga-labdhya 141 

Sr i -~ i i~a~adnna*  
-hi Riipa Goswami 

T o  render service to the devotees according to their respective 
qualifications is conducive to pure devotion- 
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(Bengali verse by Sri Bhakti Siddhdnta Saraswati Thnkura) 

kysna saha krsna-ndma abhinna janiyd, aprdkyta eka-matra sadhana mdniyd 
yei nama laya, ndme di&ta haiyd, ddara karibe mane sva-gosthi jnniyn 
ndmera bhajane yei krsna-sevd kare, aprdkrta vraje vasi' ~ a ~ a d n  antare 
madhyama vaisvava jdni' dhara tdra pdya, dnugatya kara tars mane nra k y a  
ndmera bhajane yei suaMpa labhiyd, anya vastu ndhi dekhe krsna teydgiyd 
krsnetara sambandha nd paiyd jagate, sama-jane sama-buddhi kare krsna-vrate 
tddrSa bhajana-vijrie jdniya abhista, kdya-mano-vdkye seua' haiyd nivista 
SuSriisd karibe tiinre sarwato-bhnvete, krsnera carana labha haya tdnhd haite 

Knowing Krsna and His name to be identical truth, 
one embraces exclusively the holy name's path; 

and thus who is initiated into chanting the name properly 
should be mentally respected as a mernber of the family. 

And he who serves Krsna by constant worship of the name, 
within his heart e'er residing at Sri Vpdavana Dhama- 

know him an intermediate devotee, make obeisance at his feet 
and keep him as a faithful friend in your thought and deed. 

And who, by internal service to the name, knows his divine identity, 
sees Krsna, only Krsna in every form and entity; 

seeing nothing separate from Krsna in the entire creation, 
he sees all souls equally serving Krsna's predilection- 

know such a veteran votary most honoured and most cherished, 
serve him in thought, word, and deed, with heart's fulfillment relished: 

with obeisance, inquiry, service, him in all respects entreat- 
by the grace of such a great soul we can reach Lord Krsna's feet. 

(Bengali verse translation of instructions to an intemediate devotee) 
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?4kmml 
utsahiidi-gun& anukiilatviid adaraniyiih- 

utsahan niicayiid dhairyytit, tat tat karmma-pravarttaniit 
sariga-tyiigiit sato vrtteh, sadbhir bhaktih prasiddhyati 1.51 

S r i - ~ i i ~ a ~ d d d n c i m  
- h i  Riipa Gosw-i 

Because of their favourability, the six qualities beginning with 
enthusiasm should be honoured- 
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(Bengali verse by Sri Bhakti Siddhdnta Saraswati Thdkura) 

bhajane utsaha ydra bhitare biihire, sudurllabha krsna-bhakti pdbe dhire dhire 
krsna-bhakti prati ydra viiuasa niicaya, Sraddhciudn bhaktimcin jana sei haya 
krsna-semi nd pciiyd dhira-bhciue yei, bhaktira sddhana kare bhaktimcin sei 
ydhdte h n e r a  seud krsnera santosa, sei kannme vrati sa& nd karaye rosa 
krsnera abhakta-jana-sanga parihari', bhaktimdn bhakta-sange sadd bhaje hari 
kysna-bhakta ydhd kare tad anusarane, bhaktimcin dcaraya jivane marane 
ei chaya jana haya bhakti adhibri, viiuera-mangala kare bhakti paracdri 

Within, without, he who serves with (i) enthusiasm 
will gradually attain to the rarest pure devotion. 

In devotion to Lord Rsna,  one who has (ii) firm faith 
is a person loyal and devoted on the path. 

And if Sri Krsna's service he fails to attain, 
yet practices with (iii) patience-devout is such a man. 

(iv) That which serves Lord Krsna, for only Krsna's pleasure, 
in such action, the devotee can never feel anger. 

(v) Abandoning the company of the no*-devotee, 
ever with devotees, the devout serve Sri Hari. 
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(16) Following the pure devotees' direction on the path. 
the true devout practice, as a matter of life and death. 

Who follow these six qualities qualify for pure devotion- 
they purify the universe by their preaching mission. 

(Bengali verse translation) 
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yukta-vairiigyam evanukiilam- 
yavata syat sva-niruvahah, svikuryyat tauad arthavit 
ddhikye nyiinatiiyafi ca, cyavate paramarthatah 161 

S r i - V j d ~ a ~ c i d ~ n a r i ~  

Only renunciation in devotion (yukta-vairdgya) is favourable- 
A person with genuine insight will accept only as much facility 

as needed to fulfill his personal necessity. Over- or under-acceptance 
of one's due measure may cause a fall from spiritual practices. 

-Sri Vyasadeva 

tatra krsna-sambandhasyaiva padhanyam- 
tvayopabhukta-srag-gandha-, viiso 'lanhra-carccitah 
ucchista-bhojino h i i s ,  tava mayam jayema hi 171 

Sriinad- U d d l ~ a v a s j ~ ~  

Within renunciation in devotion (yukta-vairagya), the foremost 
principle is to see everything in relationship to Lord Kysna ( K ~ n a -  
sambandha-jfiana)- 

Adorned with the articles that have been offered to You, such 
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as garlands, fragrant clothbg, and ornaments, we, Your personal 
servitors who partake of Your holy remnants alone, will certainly 
be able to conquer Your illusory energy (miiyii). 

-$rimad Uddhava 
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sarvvathii hari-smrti-rakanam eva tntparyyam- 
alabdhe vii vinaste vii, bhaksyiicchiidana-siidhane 
aviklava-matir bhiitvii, harim eva dhiyii smaret [8]  

Sri-VyEsapadiinci* 

The fundamental objective is to maintain constant remembrance 
of Sri Hari in every time, place and circumstance- 

If persons engaged in the devotional service of Lord Hari are 
unable to obtain food and shelter despite their attempts, or if their 
acquisitions are lost or destroyed, they should, without anxiety, 
absorb their hearts deeply in the thought of Lord Hari. 

-$ri Vyasadeva 

sarvvatra tad anukampa dars'anad eva tat-siddhih- 
tat te hukampiim susamikamiino 
bhufijiina eviitma-krtaln vipiikam 
hrd-viig-vapurbhir vidadhan namas te 
jiveta yo mukti-pade sa diiya-bhiik [9] 

Sri-~rahmanah 

This is accomplished only when one can see the grace of the 
Supreme Lord in every situation- 
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One who, in the hope of achieving Your grace, goes on enduring 
the inauspicious fruit of his own karmma, and passes his days 
~rac t i s in~  devotion unto You in every thought, word, and 
deed-such a person is heir to the land of freedom: he attains to 
the plane of positive immortality. 

-Lord Brahma 
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siisihiF;rihr 
siidhu-sangiit sarvvam eva sulabham- 

tulayiima lavenapi, na svargam niipunar-bhavam 
bhagavat-saligi-sangasya, marttyiiniim kim utiiiisah 1101 

Sri-Saunakiidindk 

Only by the association of pure devotees (sadhu-sariga) is everythng 
happily achieved- 

The attainment of heaven or liberation cannot even slightly com- 
pare with the immeasurable fortune gained by the association of 
an associate of the Supreme Lord. What, then, can be said of the 
petty dominion and assets of mortal men? 

-the sages of Naimi~aragya, headed by Saunaka Rsi 

guru-padiiiraya eva mukhyah- 
tasmiid gurum prapadyeta, jzj'iiiisuh Sreyah uttamam 
Sabde pare ca nisniitam, brahmany upaiamiiirayam 1111 

Sri-Prabuddhasya 

Of all siidhu-sanga, the foremost is the service of the lotus feet of 
the bona fide Spiritual Master or Sad-guru- 
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Thus, a person in search of the ultimate good should surrender 
to the Guru who knows well the Vedic scriptures (Sabda-brahman) 
and the Supreme Absolute Lord (Para-brahman), and for whom 
the mundane world holds no charm whatsoever. 

-9ri Prabuddha 

tatra Sibii-sevii-phalaptii ca- 
tatra bhiigavatiin dharmmiin, Siksed gurvviitma-daivatah 
amiiyayiinuvrttyii yais-, tu~yed iitmiitmado harill 1121 

&-~rabuddhaqa  

At the lotus feet of that Sad-guru, divine relationship, practice, and 
objective (sambandha, abhidheya, andprayojana) are all achieved- 

Those divine practices of pure devotional service that please the 
Self-giving Sri Hari (who gives Himself to His devotees) will be 
learned by continuously serving such a Guru with full sincerity, 
knowing him to be one's dearmost well-wishing friend and the 
supremely worshipful embodiment of Sri Hari. 

-Sri Prabuddha 
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tadiyiiriidhanam parama-phaladam- 
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maj-janmanah phalam idam madhu-kaitabhare 
mat prarthaniya mad anugraha eJa eva 
tvad bhytya-bhytya-pariciiraka- bhytya-bhytya- 
bhrtyasya bhfiyam iti miim smara lokaniitha 1131 

Sri-ICula~ekharasya 

Devotional service rendered to the devotee bestows the highest fruit- 
0 Supreme Lord of all beings, 0 slayer of the demons Madhu and 

Kaitabha, this is the purpose of my life, this is my prayer, and this is 
Your grace-that You will remember me as Your servant, a servant 
of a servant of a Vaisnava, a servant of a servant of such a servant of 
a servant of a Vaisnava, and a servant of a servant of the servant of a 
servant of a Vaisnava's servant's servant. 

-Sri Kulaiekhara 

tadiya-sevanam na hi tuccham- 
jfianiivalambakiih kecit, kecit karmmcivalambakiih 
vayam t u  hari-diisanam, piidatriiniiualambakiih 1141 

S r i - ~ e ~ i k c f i r ~ ~ a s y a  

Service to the Lord's devotee is not a trifling matter- 
Some people take shelter in the path of action (karmma) while 

others take shelter in the path of knowledge Cjfiiina). But as far as we 
are concerned, we have chosen the sandals of the servants of Lord 
Hari as the only rehge. 

-Sri Deiikacaryya 
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asmiid ananya-nisthd- 
tyajantu bcindhavah same,  nindantu gurczvo janiih 
tathiipi paramcinando, govindo mama jivanam 11.51 

Sri-~ulaiekharas~a 

Exclusive dedication is born from service to the devotees- 
My friends may forsake me and my (traditional) teachers may de- 

nounce me, but the light of my life will always be Sri Govinda, the 
personification of divine ecstasy. 

-Sri Kulaiekhara 

apriikrta-raty-udayai ca- 
yat tad vadantu iiistriini, yat tad vyiikhyiintu tiirkikdh 
jivanak mama caitanya-, piidiimbhoja-sudhniva tu 1161 

$ri-~rabcdhdnanda~~dd~ld~n 

Supramundane attachment also develops- 
The Scriptures may say whatever they have to say (in their various 

areas ofjurisdiction), and the expert logicians may interpret them as 
they wish. But as far as I am concerned, the sweet nectar of the lotus 
feet of Sri Caitanyacandra is my life and soul. 

--,!hi Prabodhaanda Saraswati 

sadhya-sevct-sankalpah- 
bhavantam eviinucaran nirantarah 
praiiinta-nihiesa- mano-rathiintarall 



46 Life-Nectar of the Surrendered Souls 

kadaham aikiintika-nitya-kirikarah 
praharsayisyami sanatha-jivitam [17] 

Sri-~cTrnuncTctir~~as~a 

An earnest aspiration to achieve perfection in devotional service- 
When will I bloom in a life of servitude as Your eternal devotee, 

my heart pacified due to all other desires being consumed by engage- 
ment in Your uninterrupted service? 

-hi  Ylmunacaryya 
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sakrt tvad iikiira vilokaniiiayii 
tmi-krtiinuttama- bhukti-muktibhih 
mahiitmabhir miim avalokyatiim naya 
ksane 'pi te yad viraho 'ti duhsahah 1181 

Sn-YtirnundccTryyasya 

The aspiration to attain to the perfection of becoming an associate 
servitor of the Lord- 
0 my Lord, please lead me into the glance of those great devotees 

who, in their heart's aspiration to only once behold Your divine form, 
consider sense enjoyment and liberation to be like straw, and whose 
separation is unbearable for even You. 

-hi  YamunZc3qya 



[3.20] Acceptance of the Favourable 47 

nirupctdhika-bhakti-svariipopalabdhih- 
bhaktis tvayi sthiratarii bhagavan yadi syat 
daivena nah phalati divya-kiiora-mnrttih 
muktih svayam mukulitdfiiali sevate 'smiin 
dharmmiirtha-kama-gatayah samaya-pratilqiih [19] 

Sri-~ilvarnari~alas~a 

The realization of the nature of unconditional devotion- 
0 Supreme Lord, if our devotion for You were more steadfast, 

Your adolescent form would naturally arise (appear) within our 
hearts. Then (there would not be the slightest necessity to pray for 
the triple pursuits of religiosity, gain, and sensual desire [dharmma, 
artha, kama], and their negation in the form of liberation [mukti], 
because) mukti will personally attend us (as a concomitant subsidiary 
fruit of devotion, in the form of deliverance from ignorance), her 
hands cupped in prayer (like a preordained maidservant); and the 
fruits of bhukti (transitory pleasure culminating in attainment of 
heaven) will eagerly await their orders (from us, should any necessity 
arise for them in the service of Your lotus feet). 

-hi  Bilvamangala Thakura 

vraja-rasa-Sresthatvam- 
Srutim apare smrtim itare bhiiratam anye bhajantu bhava-bhitiih 
aham iha nandam vande yasyiilinde param brahma [20] 

S r i - ~ a ~ h u ~ a t i - ~ ~ c i d h ~ ~ ~ a s ~ a  

The superexcellence of devotion in the mood of Vpdavana- 
Of persons afraid of material existence, some worship the Sruti 

Scriptures (Vedas), some worship the Smrti Scriptures (supplemen- 
tary Religious Codes), and others worship the Mahctbhiirata. But as 
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far as I am concerned, I worship Sri Nanda Maharaja, in ~vhose 
courtyard the Supreme Absolute Truth is playing. 

- h i  Raghupati Upadhysya 

tatra bhajana-paddhatih- 
tan-namn-ru~ct-caritiidi-sulzirttanunu- 
smrtyoh kramena rasana-manasi niyojya 
tisthan vraje tad anuriigi-janiinugiimi 
kilaril nayed akhilarn ity upadeia-sara!z 1211 

The path to devotion in the Vrndiivana conception- 
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(Bengali trrse bs Sri Bllakti Siddl~anta Sarancati Tl~dkura) 

krst~a rlarila-*pa-guna-Lila cuttrsta~~a, gur~r-mukhe Sunilei kirttana trduya 
kirttita hciile Izmme smaranarigu puytr, Izirttnnti smart~nci-kdle hrcitna-pathe tlhaya 
jatu-nrci-juna jihvii tnana miluiyii, krsno-antrriigu vruja-janirnusmctn'yn 
nirantora vruja-vasa tnanasa hllciana, ei ~rpoileh-sdru kamlla g r u l ~ a ~ ~ a  

When Krsna's name, form, nature, and pastimes divine, 
are heard from Sri Gurudeva, one's heart awakes in song. 
As pure chanting ensues, remembrance is attained; 
thus chanting and remembering, step-by-step ascent is gained 

Those engaging tongue and mind, who begin to relish nectar: 
aclore Sri I<!+a, following the residents of Vraja. 
Reside always in \'raja, within the heart's devotion . . . 
surely, you must accept this nectar of instruction. 

(Bengali verse trarlslation) 
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vraja-bhajana-taratamyanubhiitih- 
t~aikunthiij janito varci madhu-puri tatriipi riisotsaviid- 
vydaranyam udiira-pani-ramanat tatrapi govarddhanah 
riidhii-kundam ihiipi gokula-pateh premiimrtapliivaniit 
kuryyad asya viru3ato giri-tate sevam viveki na kah 1221 

S r i - ~ ~ ~ a ~ d d d n i i m  
-$ri Rupa Goswami 

The comparative ontological conception of devotion in Vmdivana- 
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(Bengali verse by Sn Bhakti Siddhanta Saranuati Thdkura) 

vaikuntha haite irestha mathurz nagari, 
jutlama labhila yc~thh krs~!acandra hari 

mathurd haite irestha m d a v a n a  dhdma, 
yatha sadhiyache hari r~o tasava-&ma 

vmda~*ana haite irestha govarddhana-iaila 
giridhari-gdndharwikd yatha kri& kuila 

govarddhana haite irestha riidhd-kunda-tata 
premainrte bhcisiiila gokula lampa$a 

govarddhana giri-tuta radhii-kunda chadi' 
anyatra ye kare niju kurija puspa-badi 

nirbbodha tdl~dra sama keha ndhi cira 
kunda-tira s a m o t t a m a  sthdna-premddhara 
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Higher than \'aikuntha is 4lathura city. 
since there occured the .\dvent of $ri Krsnacandra Hari. 

Better than M a t h u s  is \'mdavana, the holy place 
where Lord Hari enjoyed the joyous dance of amorous grace. 

Above Vrndavana D h h a  is Govarddhana Hill, 
the lifter of the Mill, and His Consort, there did intimately revel. 

Even higher than Govarddhana Hill is the banks of Radha-kunda 
that the Sweetheart of Gokula overfloods sweet love abound. 

\ \ l o  ivould select for his \vorship, any other place. 
disregarding this sacred pond at Govarddhana's base? 

Such a foolish fellow surely can't be found! 
The  highest abode of love divine is the banks of R~dha-ku~l+.  

(Bengc~li verse trclnslation) 

vraja-rasa-svanipa-siddhau sambandha-jiianodaya-prakarah- 
gurau gosthe gosthalayi* sujane bhu-suraga!~e 
ma-mantre Sri-namni vraja-nava-yuva-dvandva-Saray 
sadd dambham hitva hum rci.tim apiirvvdm ditcirdm 
aye miintar bhratai catubhir abhiynce dhyta-padah 1231 

5 % - ~ a ~ h u n d t h a ~ n d d n a m  
-$ri Raghunatha B s a  Gos\r.ami 

The proper approach to realize one's eternally perfect divine identity 
in the Vrndavana mellow of devotion- 
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(Bengali verse by Sri Bhaktivinoda Thiikuraj 

gurudeve, vraja-vane, vraja-bhiimi-vcisi jane, 
Suddha-bhakte, dra vipra-gane 

ista-mantre, hari-ndme, yugala bhajana h m e ,  
kara rati apuruva yatane 
dhari mana carane tomnra- 

jdniydchi ebe sdra, kysna-bhakti vind dra, 
ndhi ghuce jivera samsiira 

karmma, jitdna, tapah yoga, sakalai ta karmma-bhoga, 
karmma cha&iite keha ndre 

sakala chadiyn bhdi, Sraddhii-devira guna gdi, 
ydrira kypd bhakti dite pdre 

chiidi' dambha anubana, smara eta-tattva mana, 
kara tiihe niskapata rati 

sei rati prdrthandya, Sri-ddsa-gosvdmi piiya, 
e bhakativinoda lare nati 

( i )  The Divine Master (ii) Sri Vrndavana 
(iii) The residents of Sri Vrndavana 

(iv) The pure Vaisnavas (v) The brdhmana section 
(vi) The worshipful mantra (vii) The holy name 
(viii) A yearning to serve the Couple Divine: 

adore these eight with utmost dedication. 

0 dear mind, I implore thee at thy feet- 
Already we have learned the essence: 
nothing but Lord Krsna's service 

dis~ells the soul's illusory experience. 
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Duty, knowledge, penance, meditation- 
all are really exploitation: 

none can free us from action and reaction; 

Cast them all aside, 0 my brother, 
sing the glory of good faith, our mother 

whose grace alone bestows pure devotion. 

Banish your pride forever, 
0 my mind, your eight goals remember: 

adore them with a heart that is sincere. 

Aspi r i i  for that devoted heart, 
at Sri D ~ s a  Goswami's feet 

this Bhaktivinoda makes his prayer. 
(Bengali verse translation) 

mw-mm-sref-rr- 
m-m- 
%T-?Fm-*-& I  
m-m- 
~ s s ~ ; r m h I I  ?% II 

?itmmRi 
niimiibhinna-vraja-bhajana-prarthanii- 

aghadamana-yaiodanandanau nanda-siino 
kamalanayana-gopicandra-vdvanendrii!7 
pranatakaruna-krs~v ity aneka-suarupe 
tvayi mama ratir uccair varddhatam niima-dheya 1241 

Sri-Rupapadanak 

A prayer to taste the nectar of devotion in Vmdgvana (Vraja-rasa), 
nondifferent from serving the holy name in pure devotion (niima- 
bhajanaJ- 

0 Aghadamana, 0 Yaiodanandana, 0 Nandasuno, 0 Kamala- 
nayana, 0 Gopicandra, 0 V~dgvanendra, 0 Prwatakaruna, 0 
Krsna-You have appeared in many divine forms, such as these. 
Therefore, 0 Lord, who are known by these holy names, kindly let 
my fondness for You flourish. 

-Sri R ~ p a  Goswami 
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kadaham yamuna-tire, namiini tava kirttayan 
udbiispah pundarikiiba, racayisyiimi tandavam /25] 

Divine aspiration in separation is favourable to perfection- 
0 lotus-eyed Lord, when will I dance on thebanlzs of the Yamuna, 

chanting Your holy name with tears in my eyes? 
-votary 

vipralambhe milana-siddhau nama-bhajananukiilyam- 
nayanam galad-aim-dharaya, vadanam gad-gada-ruddhaya gira 
pulakair nicitam vapuh kada, tava niima-grahape bhavisyati 1261 

Sri-Sri-~ha~avata~-~aitan~acandras~a 

Serving the holy name in pure devotion (niima-bhajana) in the pain 
of separation is favourable to achieve union with the Lord- 

0 Lord, when will my eyes be adorned with tears of love, flowing 
like waves? When will my words choke with ecstasy, and when 
will the hairs of my body stand erect while chanting Your holy name? 

-the Supreme Lord Sri Caitanyacandra 
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iti hi-prapanna-jivaniimfle 
Sri- bhakta-vacaniimrtiintargata- 

iinukiilyasya-sarikalpo niima trtiyo 'dhyiiyah 

thus ends the third chapter 

Acceptance of the Favourable 
Words of Nectar from the Devotees 

in 
Life-Nectar of the Surrendered Souls 
Positive & Progressive Immortality 
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bhagavad- bhaktayor bhakteh, prapatteh pratikiilake 
varjjyatve niicayah priiti-, kiilya-varjanam ucyate 111 

The principle to reject everything opposed to the service of the 
Lord and His devotee, and to similarly abstain from everything 
opposed to an attitude of surrender, is known as priitikiilya- 
vivariianam-Rejection of the Unfavourable. 

S I T ~ " ~ ~ N " Y C I ~ U  ~ ~ 1 4 ? 1 .  .- 
3 % A L ; r m m m m d l  

s s ~ ~ & ~ - * l l ?  I1 
s i f m -  

priitikiilya-vaijjana-sarikalpadar*- 
na dhanam na janam na sundarim, kavitcim va jagadiia kmaye 
mama janmani janmaniivare, bhavatiid bhaktir ahaituki tvayi 121 

Sri-Sri-~ha~avatai-Caitanyacandrasya 

The ideal in the resolve to reject the unfavourable- 
0 Lord of the universe, I have no desire for wealth or worldly 

promotion, nor do I desire wife, family, and society, nor do I aspire 
for Vedic religiosity or mundane scholarship. The only aspiration 
in my heart is that in my every birth I may have unmotivated. 
devotion for You. 

-the Supreme Lord Sri Caitanyacandra 
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atriipi tathaiva- 
niisthii dharmme nu vasu-nicaye naiva kamopabhoge 
yad yad bhavyam bhavatu bhagavan piirvva-karmmiinu~pam 
etat priirthyam mama bahu-matam janma-janmiintare 'pi 
tvat piidambhoruha-yuga-gatii niicala bhaktir astu 131 

Sri-Kula~ekharas~a 

A similar expression of the same ideal- 
0 Lord, I have no faith in religiosity, economic development, 

or sense enjoyment. May all these things come to pass as they are 
ordained, according to my previous kamma. But my earnest prayer 
is that birth after birth I may have unflinching devotion for Your 
lotus feet. 

-$ri KulaSekhara 

hari-sambandha-hinam sarvvam eva varjjanijam- 
nu yatra vaikuntha-kathii sudhiipagii 
na sadhavo bhiigavatiis tad airayah 
na yatra yajeeh-makha mahotsaviih 
sureia-loko 'pi na vai sa sevyatiim 141 

Deva-stutau 

Everything devoid of a relationship with Lord Hari should be 
rejected- 

One should not reside wherever the river of nectarean tidings 
of Krsna does not flow, wherever Krsna's surrendered devotees 
cannot be found, and wherever the grand festival of chanting Krsna's 
holy name is not conducted-even if it is heaven. 

-prayers by the demigods 
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vyavaharika-gurwadayo 'pi pratikulam ced varjaniya ma- 
gurur na sa syat ma-jano na sa syat 
pita na sa syaj janani na sa syat 
daivam na tat syan na patii ca sa syiin 
na mocayecl yah sumupeta-myhyum 1.51 

S~i -&ubl~us~a  

When the traditional guru and guardians are found to be unfavour- 
able, they too must surely be abandoned- 

One who cannot save other souls from the world of impending 
death-that is, one who cannot teach the path of devotion-he 
cannot be a teacher, although he lnay be called 'guru'; he cannot 
be a relative-he is not worthy of the designation; he cannot be 
a father-he is not qualified to beget a son; she cannot be a 
mother-she should not bear a child; he cannot be a god-the 
demigods who cannot deliver others from material bondage are not 
entitled to accept worship from human society; and he cannot be 
a husband-his hand is not fit to accept in marriage. 

-$ri R~ahhadeva 

?df%-?m xf?QtmRw:- 
sra@cfhym.mhq*;~* 
s r h m m m - y l  
sr m@ F F T ~ !  rn yFFh! h-= 
sr*dmuluulul.ai*~~ 6 II - 

sarwendriyair m a  pratik~la-varjane sankalpah- 
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ma driibam ksina-punyiin banam api bhavato bhakti-hiniin padiibje 
mii irausam Sriivya-bandham tava curitam-apayiinyad-iikhyana-jiitam 
mii spriibam miidhava! tviim api bhuvana-pate! cetasiipahnaviiniin 
ma bh.iivam tvat saparyya-parikara-rahito janma-janmiintare 'pi 161 

Sri-Kula~ekharas~a 

The resolve to reject everything unfavourable, by means of all the 
senses- 
0 Madhava, let me not see the unvirtuous persons who are devoid 

of devotion for Your lotus feet, and let me not hear the narratives 
which do not describe Your divine personality. 0 Lord of the uni- 
verse, may I never have any contact with those bereft of faith in You, 
and moreover, lifetime after lifetime, may I never be without the 
company of Your associates who are devoted to Your loving service. 

-Sri KulaSekhara 

vyavaharikiidaraniyiiny api tucchavat tyiijyiini- 
tvad-bhaktah saritiim patim culukavat khadyotavad bhiiskaram 
merum paiyati lostrawat kim aparam bhiimeh patim bhrtyavat 
cintii-ratnacayam Siliiiakalavat kalpadrumam kiisthavat 
samsiiram tma-riiiivat kim-aparam deham nijam bharavat [7 ]  

Samajiiasya 

One should also be indifferent towards commonly respected 
objects- 
0 Lord, Your devotee sees the ocean to be as insignificant as a 

palrnful of water, the sun as a glow-worm, Mount Sumeru as a peb- 
ble, a king as a servant, wish-fulfilling gems as rocks, a desire-yieldmg 













































































































































































































































































































































 



 
 
 
 

APPENDIX 
 
 

The amended and expanded translation of 
the author’s poem composed in 1941 (as found on page 5) 

 
 

The original English translation of the famous Sanskrit verse çr^la Bhakti 
Rak£ak çr^dhar Dev-Goswåm^ Mahåråj composed while residing in a 
hut on the banks of the Ganges in 1941 (as found on page 5 of this 
PDF/Internet Edition) has later been expanded by the translator (çr^påd 
Swarupånanda Prabhu) in accordance with çr^la Bhakti Sundar Govinda 
Dev-Goswåm^ Mahåråj’s Bengali translation. This updated translation is 
included below. 
 
 
 
ßr^mac-caitanya-sårasvata-maéhavara-udg^ta-k^rtir jaya-ßr^ì 
bibhrat sambhåti gaígå-taéa-nikaéa-navadv^pa-kolådri-råje 
yatra ßr^-gaura-sårasvata-mata-niratå-gaura-gåthå gùòanti 
ßr^mad-r¨pånuga ßr^-kùtamati-guru-gauråíga-rådhå-jitåßå 
 
 
 
In the Holy Abode of transcendental touchstone 
çr^ Nabadw^p Dhåm—the selfsame çr^ Vùndåvan, 
in the land of Koladw^p, whose inner identity 
is the King of mountains çr^ Govarddhan, 
near the charming shores of the holy River Bhåg^rath^ 
who delivers all the fallen souls 
stands that grand and glorious King of all Temples— 
çr^ Chaitanya Såraswat Maéh. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
In that beautiful retreat, the surrendered devotees 
whose lives are the message of çr^ Gaura, 
are eternally absorbed in the loving service 
of the Divine Master, the Golden Lord Gauråíga 
and the Loving Lord çr^ Govindasundar 
with His consort çr^mat^ Gåndharvvå, 
accompanied by all Their beloved associates. 
 
With hearts always filled with good hope 
to attain the grace of the Lord, 
following faithfully in the line 
of çr^ çr^ R¨pa and Raghunåth— 
the storekeepers of the unlimited treasure 
of pure, sweet love divine, 
those surrendered souls ever sing the unending glories 
of the transcendental Name and qualities 
of the most magnanimous, original Supreme Lord 
çr^ çr^ Gauråígasundar. 
 
Indeed the hearts of all beings, moving and still, 
marvel in the glory of çr^ Chaitanya Såraswat Maéh 
as they take shelter in the soothing, affectionate shade 
of the victory flag that flies aloft 
and sings wholeheartedly to the world the ever-expanding 
renown of çr^ Chaitanya Såraswat Maéh; 
bearing that banner of all transcendental benedictions, 
çr^ Chaitanya Såraswat Maéh ever shines resplendent 
in all its divine magnificence. 
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