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Om Vishnupada Sri Srila Bhakti Rakshak Sridhar Dev Goswami Maharaj
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All Glories to Sri Guru and Gauranga

Sri Vyasa-puja Offerings
3rd é:v:i::;,)lgss

The 94 Holy Appearance Day of our Beloved
Divine Master

His Divine Grace
Om Visnupida Astottara-§ata-§ri

Srimad Bhakti Raksak Sridhar
Dev-Goswami Maharaj

acaryyam mam vijaniyan-ndvamanyeta karhicit

na marttya-buddhyasuyeta sarrva-devamayo guruh

‘You must know the Acharya as my Divine Self. Never
dishonour Him as a mundane person. Guru is the abode of all Godly

representation.’
($rimad-Bhagavatam 11.17.27)






All Giories to Sr Guru and Gauranga

Sri Guru Arati-stuti

jaya ‘guru-maharaja’ yati-rajesvara
sri-bhakti-raksaka deva-gosvami éridhara.
patita-pavana-lila vistari’ bhuvane

nistarila dina-hina apamara jane.

tomara karundghana murati heriya

preme bhagyavana jiva pade murachiya.
sudirgha supibya deha divya-bhavasraya
divya-jiiana dipta-netra divya-jyotirmaya.
suvarna-siiraja-kanti aruna-vasana

tilaka, tulasi-mala, candana-bhiisana.
apurvva §ri-anga-§obha kare jhalamala
audaryya-unnata-bhdava madhuryya-ujjvala.
acintya-pratibha, snigdha, gambhira, udara
jada-jiiana-giri-vajra divya-diksadhara.
gaura-sankirttana-rasa-rasera &asraya
“daydla nitai” name nitya premamaya.
sangopange gaura-dhame nitya-parakasa
gupta-govarddhane divya-lilara-vilasa.
gaudiya-acaryya-gosthi-gaurava-bhajana
gaudiya-siddhantamani kantha-vibhisana.



Krishnanushilana-Sangha-Vani

gaura-sarasvati-sphirtta siddhantera khani
dvigkrta gayatrira artha-cintamani.
eka-tattva varnanete nitya-nava-bhava
susangati, simaiijasya, e saba prabhava.
tomdra satirtha-varga sabe eka-mate
riipa-sarasvati-dhara dekhena tomate.
tulasi-malika-haste §ri-nama-grahana
dekhy sakalera haya ‘prabhu’ uddipana.
koti-candra-su$itala o pada bharasa
gandharvva-govinda-lilimrta-labha-asa.
avicintya-bhedabheda-siddhanta-prakasat
sinande arati stuti kare dina-dasa.

Dinadhama—Tridandi-bhiksu
Sri Bhakti Sundar Govinda.



ALL GLORY TO SRI GURU AND SRI GAURANGA

SRI GURU ARATI-STUTI

All glory to you, ‘Guru Maharaj,”
Of sannyasi kings, the Emperor:
The glorious Srila Bhakti Raksak
Dev-Goswami Sridhara.

Extending in this world your pastimes
As saviour of the fallen,

You delivered all the suffering souls,
Including the most forsaken.

Beholding your holy form
Of concentrated mercy,

The fortunate souls fall in a swoon
Of divine love's ecstasy.

Your lofty form full of divine emotion
Is nectar for our eyes;

With divine knowledge and shining eyes,
Your effulgence fills the skies.

A golden sun resplendent,

In robes of saffron dressed;
Adorned with til7x, Tulasi beads,

And with fandle fregrance blessed.

The matchlegdi beauty of your holy form,
Dazzlin(.j in its brightness;

Your benevolence of most noble heart,
In the moonglow of love's sweetness



Krishnanushilana Sangha-Vani

Inconceivable genius, affection,
Gravity, magnanimity—

A thunderbolt crushing mundane knowledge,
The reservoir bestowing divinity.

In the Golden Lord’s Sankirttan Dance,
You revel ecstatically;

“Dayal Nitai, Dayal Nitai !”
You ever. call so lovingly.

Eternally present in Nabadwip Dham

With your associates, by your sweet will,
You enjoy your holy pastimes

On hidden Govarddhan Hill.

You’re the fit recipient of your dignity
In the Gaudiya Acharyya assembly,

The jewel of the Gaudiya-siddhanta
Adorning your chest so nobly.

You’re the living message of Sri Gaura,
You’re the mine of perfect conclusions;

You revealed the Gayatri’s inner purport:
The gem fulfilling all aspirations.

When you speak, one subject alone
Is revealed in ever-new light;
Proper adjustment, and harmony—
All these are your spuitual might.

All your dear Godbrothers .
Declare unanimiously .,

They see within your Holiness
The line of Rupa-Saraswati.



o

Guru-Pija Issue

Seeing you take the holy name,
With Tulasi beads in hand,
Awakens the thought of the Lords:

In everybody’s mind.

Your feet, cooling like ten million moons—
In their service all faith do | place;

The nectar of Radha-Govinda‘s pastimes
One day we may drink, by your grace.

O personification of perfect conclusions
Inconceivably one, yet different!

I sing this prayer at your arati,
With joy—your humble servant.

Originally written in Bengali by

His Divine Grace Bhakti Sundar Govinda Maharaj.
Rendered into English by

Tridandi-Bhiksu B. A. Sagar

'Prabhu' in the original—the line may also read: Awakens the
thought of Prabhupad, or, Mahaprabhu, or, “Gurudev.”



Mahabhagavata
Srila Sridhar Maharaj

by Tridandi-bhiksu Bhakti Ananda Sagar

T bow at the holy lotus feet of His Divine Grace Om
Astottara-sata-sri Srimad Bhakti Raksak Sridhar Dev-
Goswami Maharaj, my Supreme Divine Master, the
Captain of Ripanuga-bhajana in the wake of the Gaudiya
Divine Succession. In my attempt to sing his divine glories,
I pray that he and his loving associates will bless me with
properly adjusted intelligence despite my present lack of it.

In singing the glories of a great personality, it
appears in the superficial glance and view of the empiric
eye that in the fever of religious fervour, mere hyperbolic
and poetic representation is used as a crutch to deify and
immortilize an ordinary mortal, supposedly to gain the
favours of wox populi for some ultimately dubious purpose.
Such an empiric conception can nonetheless never ap-
preciate the subtle beauty and charm of true nobility and
goodness, as though to postulate that such words existed in
our vocabulary only for the purpose of exercising deception
of the religious ignorant by eulogizing the ‘fictitious entities’
of truth, nobility, and goodness. In simpler language, the
atheistic demeanour can never welcome the bliss of spiritual
life in the association of the spiritual agents who are
abundantly endowed with the abovementioned qualities;
yet. the unfortunate souls engrossed in either materialistic
life (bhukti) ov its dissipation (mukti) have every chance of
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replacing their misfortune with fortune by modifying their
misused independence to sincerely attempt to submissively
associate with the agents of divinity. To hear of the glories
of such agents is also a chance for association, and this
humble scribe will consider himself blessed if his short
account may serve this purpose in any respect for the pious
reader and thereby please the hearts of the Vaishnavas.

The Great Universal Preceptor Sri Srila Bhakti
Raksak Sridhar 'Dev-Goswami Maharaj appeared in
this world by the sweet will of the Supreme Lord, at
Hapaniya village, in the area known as Rarh-desh. He
was born" Sri Ramendra Chandra Bhattacaryya in 1894; in
a highly respected brahmana family. From childhood he
had natural attraction for Nama-saikirttana as preached by
Sri  Chaitanyadeva. In present Bengal, Rarh-desh is
situated on the western bank of the holy river Ganga. Lord
Nityananda appeared at Ekacakra, also situated in Rarh-
desh. The divine pastimes of Sri Chaltanya Mahaprabhu
also occur there.

sannyasa kari’ calila prabhu $ri-vyndavana

premete vikvala bahya nahika smarana

radha-dese tina dina karila bhramana

( C. c. Madhya 1.91,92. )
Afier accepting sannydsa, Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu

set out for Vrndavana. For three days He wandered
throughout Rarh-desh, overwhelmed with the trance of
ecstatic divine love.

When Srila  Sridhar Maharaj met his Divine
‘Master Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Thakur Goswami
Prabhupada for the very first time, he informed Srila
Prabhupada that he had come in the hope of receiving his
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mercy. - Srila Prabhupada remarked that- Srila Sridhar
‘Maharaj was most fortunate due to having taken birth in
‘the place of Lord Chaitanya- Mahaprabhu’s pastimes (Gauda-
mandala).

Srila Sridhar Maharaj joined Gaudiya Math in
1926. The deciding factor for his joining was the remark of
Srila ‘Bhakti Siddhanta Prabhupada in a lecture atthe
~Gaura-purn1ma Festival at Mayapur, the essence of which
was, “If fire devours the whole world, we don’t have time
to put-it out. We only have to do Krgnpa-bhajana. The
,whole world may burn—that’s no loss tous. All your
necessities are fulfilled by K7sna-padapadma, the lotus feet
of Krlshna ”

He accepted initiation from Srila Bhakti Siddhanta
Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada, who named him Sri
Ramendra Sundar Vidyarnava. Later, Srila Bhakti
Siddhanta Saraswati Thakur called him Sri Ramananda
Das, and empowered him to locate the holy site of the
discussion between Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu ard Sri
Ramananda Ray on the banks of the Godavari River at
Kovvur. On the order of Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati
Thakur he located the spot and also secured land at the
location; Sri Ramananda Gaudiya Math was established
there by Srila Saraswati Thakur, and remains so today.

In 1930, prior to the entry of Gaudya Math at Bagh
Bazaar, Calcutta, Srila Sridhar Maharaj received sannyasa.
Srila Saraswati Thakur named him Srimad ‘Bhakti
‘Raksak Sridhar.” Sri Jiva Goswami once referred in his
Sanskrit writings to the stalwart Srimad-Bhagavatam commen-
tator, Sri  Sridharaswamipad, as ‘bhakty-eka-raksaka,’
‘Supreme Guardian of Devotion.” Srila Saraswati Thakur
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cchoed the fine thought of Srljlvapad and conferred the
'I'ridanda-sannydsa name Srimad ‘Bhakti Raksak Sridhar® .
upon him, revealing his fond recognition of this young“"
Vaishnava as a stalwart preacher well-versed in the perfcct
conclusions ( siddhanta ) of the Gaudiya Sampradaya.

After sannydsa, by the order of Srila Bhakti Siddhanta
Saraswati Thakur, Srila Sridhar Maharaj preached in
fluent Bengali, Hindi, Sanskrit and English, all over India.
For four years he preached in North India, especially
organizing the Gaudiya Maths of Kurukshetra and Delhi..
He also visited Karachi, Pakistan, for preaching. Later,
along with his Godbrothers, he established Madras Gaudiya
Math. A o | - |

Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Thakur informed
the editor of his daily transcendental newspaper ‘Nadia
Prakash’ that the spiritual standard of the paper would be
enhanced if he published articles by Srila Sridhar Maha-
raj. On hearing Srila Sridhar Maharaj’s first Ganskrit
composition, Sr1 Bhaktivinoda-viraha Dasakam, Srila Saraswati
Thakur remarked that he considered Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakur himself had directly msplrcd the author to write
it. He said that it was an omen of assurance that the
grand ideals and dignity of the Gaudiya-Sampradaya would
be perfectly upheld and preached by such a learned and
sensitive devotee as Srlla Sridhar Maharaj. And prac-'
tically, as a testimony to this fact, just prior to Srila
Saraswati Thakur’s departure from this mortal world, he
had Srila Sridhar Mahara_] sing in his presence the holy"?'"
prayer most highly vénerated by the _entire Gaudlya )
Vaishnava commumty—-Srz Rupa-manjari _ [)aa’a sel mom'j
sampada. ' ' -
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Previously, during parikrama of Sri Vrndavana, Srila
Saraswati Thakur asked Srila Sridhar Maharaj which
holy place he had most appreciated. Srila Sridhar Maha-
raj replied that his favourite place was Kadamkhandi,
between Yavat and Nandagram, where Srila Rupa
Goswami’s holy bhajana-kutira is located. Four to five years
following that incidence, Srila Saraswati Thakur, in a
conversation with Srila Sridhar Maharaj, referred to
Kadamkhandi as ‘your place.’.

After the departure of Srila Bhakti Siddhanta
Saraswati Thakur, Srila Sridhar Maharaj found, as he
kindly informed us, that in the separation of Gurudeva,
surrender— farandgati, is the prime necessity of a devotee.
Srila Sridhara Maharaj lived in a small room on the bank
of the Ganges. He read scriptures by day, and chanted
100,000 holy names ( 64 rounds) by night. At that time
he wrote his transcendental composition Sri $11 Prapanna-
Jwanam_rtgm, which he once later described as the “food’ of
the surrendered devotees. He also remarked that in the
scparation of Gurudeva, this $loka was his solace:

dcaryyam mam vijaniyam navamanyeta karhicit
na maritya-buddhyasuyeta sarvva-devamayo guruh
( Bha: 11.17.27 )

“The Supreme Lord told Uddhava: ‘O Uddhava,
know Gurudeva as My very Self. Never dishonour him by
equating him with a common man. Such dishonour
amounts to contempt. Guru is the embodiment of all the
gods—that is, he is the Supreme Lord Himself.”

Subsequently, Srila Sridhar Maharaj composed
Sri $n Prabhupadapadma-stavakah, ‘Prayer unto the Lotus
Feet of my Lord and Master Srila Prabhupada’— the classic
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‘pranamami sada . prabhupada-padam’ which is presently. sung
by the Gaudiya Vaisnavas all over India and all over the
world. Other compositions by Srila Sridhar Maharaj
include, in Sanskrit: Prena Dhama Deva Stotram or Sn'
Gaumsundam Niti-suatram, Sri Dayita Pranatz-pancakam $n
Sri Dayzta Dasa-daSakam, Srimad Gaura-Kifora- namaskara-
da$akam, Srimad Rupa pada-rajah-prarthana-dasakam, Srzman
Nityaranda-dvadasakam, Srila Prabhupada-prapati ( various
Slokas), Srila Gadadhara-prarthana, Rk- -tatparyyam, Sri Gayatri-
nirgalitartham, etc. ; and in Bengali. $1i Sri Gaurasundarera
szrbbava vasare, e Saraswata-arati, Sri Sacinandana-vandana,
and many others.

Appraisals of Srila Sridhar Maharaj’s glories by hlS
own Godbrothcrs are unending. Professor Nisikanta Sanyal,
the learned author of ‘Sree Krishna Chaitanya,’ expressed
his profound appreciation for the powerful, compelling
presentation of Srila Sridhar Maharaj’s English article
‘Sri Guru and His Grace,” which was published in the
‘Harmonistf in 1934. _

Srila ‘Akinchana’ Krishna Das Babaji Maharaj,
beloved Godbrother of Srila Sridhar Maharaj, was one
day wandering through Hapaniya village. In fine detail, he
was making enquiries -about- the places Srila Sridhar
MaharaJ frequented in his childhood and youth. He even .
located the school wherc Srila Sridhar Maharaj was
educated Later, Srila Sridhar Maharaj enquired from
him why he had such an avid interest in those matters.
Srila Krishna Das Babaji Maharaja replied . that he con-
sidered Srila Sridhar Maharaj’s writings to be of the same
status as the writings of he who is hailed as the leader of
the entire Gaudipa Sampradaya Srila Rupa Goswami

~
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Prabhupada. As such, Srila Krishna Das Babaji' Maha-"
raj openly remarked that he considered the birthplace of
and place of childhood and youth pastimes of Srila Sridhar
Maharaj, Hapaniya, to be a holy place of pllgrxmagc a

tirtha, and he was thus visiting the important places to bow.
‘down and take the holy dust upon his head in reverence. ‘

Among the fortunate and blessed souls of the Wcstern
World who have been able to embrace the most noble 1deal ‘
of Vaishnava life, one great personahty remains prominent -
in their’ highest reverence. I refer to none other than His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, the -
great international world preacher who flooded the world -
with Krishna conciousness in the years 1965-1977.. The
humble writer of this article also received Harinama, diksa,
and sannyasa from His Grace. Srila Swami Maharaj
was a Godbrother of Srila Bhakti Raksak Sridhar Dev-
Goswami Maharaj. His deep love and regard for Srila
Sridhar Maharaj is well- known to the fortunate souls
who had even the slightest association with the dlI‘CCt"
dealings bctwecn these two venerable personages. Srila
Swami Maharaj’s direct statement on many occasions was,

*‘I consider him my Siksa-guru.”

When Srila Swami Mabharaj initially went West to
preach the message of Sri Sri Guru-Gauranga, he fell
terribly il due to evhaustion coupled with his advanced
age. In his own Bengali handwriting, he wrote a
letter to Srimad Bhakti Sundar Govinda Maharaj, the fore-
most intimate lifelong servitor and Personal Secretary of
Srila Sridhar Maharaj. Thc gist of his letter was, “I can
and am ready to die in the West in order to try to continue
this mission. What doesyour Guru Maharaj think I should



“Guru-Paja Issne 13

.do? In the absence of our Gurudeva Srila Bhakti
:Siddhanta Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada, I take the oxder
Ao»f SIflla_ Sridhar Maharaj on myh ead.” Srila Sridhar
Maharaj advised him to continue h’s mission, the grend
success of which is celebrated shore to shore. Also, upon
.hcarmg Srila Sridhar Maharaj’s commentary on the Sri Gita
$loka line, yena mam upayanti te, where Srila Sridhar Maha-
raj ‘indicates how the ultimate parakiya-rasa of Vraja is the
.internal meaning of the $loka, Srila Bhaktivedanta Swami
Maharaj’s remark was, “What more could it mean than
this)” .
Srila Bhakti Prajnana Kesava Maharaj, the Sannyasa-
gury of Srila Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaj. received
sannyisa from Srila Sridhar Maharaj. All the eminent
Godbrothers of Srila Sridhar Maharaj knew well of his
stalwart and spotless example in thr renounced order, and
‘therefore many of them accepted sannpasa from him,
including Srila Bhakti Saranga Goswami Maharaj, Srila
Bhakti Aloka Paramahamsa Maharaj, Srila Bhakti Kamala
Madhusudana Maharaj, Srila Narasimha Maharaj, Srila
Bhagavat Maharaj, Srila Acharyya Maharaj, and other
godbrothers. Srila Bhakti Saranga Goswami Maharaj, who
was one of the delegated preachers in Srila Saraswati
Thakur’s I ondon mission, worshipped Srila Sridhar Maha-
raj with one hundred lamps during his appearance day on
one occasion of Vrndavana parikrama.

~The nitya-siddha souls are not bound by the fetters of
the mortal world. Nonetheless, they exhibit their pastimes
( lila) in this world, appearing as ‘one of us.” In the
highest conception of the Divinity, -such an example is
typified in no less a position than the Absolute Original
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Supreme Personality of Godhead, Svayam Bhagavan
Vrajendranandana Sri Krishnachandra. By Hisgrace, and
by the grace of His most munificent Descent Sri Sri Radha-
Govinda in One Form—Sri Chaitanyachandra—Sri Gurudeva
appears as “the great soul who walks amongst us.”
Acarypam mam  vijaniyat—he is, nonetheless, the direct
potency of the Lord, personified. -Srila Sridhar Maharaj’s
unprecendented explanation of aham sarvvasya prabhavo
mattah sarvvam pravarttate ( Bg. 10.10. ) has revealed the
divine service of Sri Radhika, as was known by Sri Svarupa
Damodara by the sanction of Sri Gaurachandra, adored by
Sri  Sanatana, distributed by Sri Rupa, tasted and
enhanced by Sri Raghunatha, protected by Sri Jiva, and
venerated by Sri Shuka, Mahadeva, Brahma, and Uddhava.
He is the revealer of the Hidden Treasure of the Sweet
Absolute. He is the revealer of the hidden purport of the
Gayatri mantra. He is the revealer of the Life-nectar in the
Lives of the Surrendered Souls. Through the agency of his
beloved Tridandi-sannyasi disciple Srimad Bhakti Sudhir
Goswami who so competently inaugurated the ‘Guardian
of Devotion Press,” he is the revealer of Search for Sri
Krishna—Reality the Beautiful, Sri Guru and His Grace,
The Golden Volcano of Divine Love, Loving Search for
the Lost Servant, and like a fountain with hundreds and
hundreds of streams in all directions, the Transcendental
Current of the Line of Sri Rupa, known, adored, distributed,
tasted and enhanced, venerated and protected by the
Supreme Guardian of Devotion Om Vishnupada
Astottara-sata-sri Srimad Bhakti Raksak Sridhar Dev-
Goswami Maharaj will pervade the earth, touch the stars
and enter the hearts of all inhabitants of this insane
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universe captivated by mapa, and drive it mad with the
nectar  of love divine. May the glorious message and
pastimes of His Divine Grace dance and play and sing
within our hearts forever.

In 1985, Srila Sridhar Maharaj fulfilled a personal
heart’s desire he had cherished for over forty years: he
conferred the holy order of sannyasa upon his most beloved
confidential and seniormost associate-servitor, Srimad
Bhakti Sundar Govinda Maharaj. Srila Sridhar Maharaj,
cver renowned for his keen intellect and spiritual foresight,
could cnvisage the grave necessities of his mission in the
futurc. Therefore, at that very time, which was just three
ycars prior to his departvre from this mortal world, His
srace  Srila  Sridhar Maharaj named Srimad Bhakti
Sundar Govinda Maharaj as his successor Acaryya-president
for his own Math, Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math, and for
all its affiliated branches. Thus was revealed to the world
the next wave in the oceanic eternal pastimes of Mahabhaga-
vata Srila Bhakti Raksak Sridhar Dev-Goswami Maharaj.
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On the Holy Advent Day
Om Visnupada Astottara-§ata-éri
SRIMAD BHAKTI RAKSAK SRIDHAR
DEV-GOSWAMI MAHARAJ

SRADDHANJALI

O Guru of Gurus, in Gaudiya line,
Mahaprabhu’s messenger, Master Divine,
Residing in Nabadwip, your holy place,

All over the world you distribute your grace;
You transmit the moonrays of Gaur-sankirttan,
Nourishing the hearts of everyone.

Sri Bhakti Raksak Dev-Goswami Sridhar—
Accept my obeisance and most humble prayer.

On this holy day you made your Advent;

By the Lord from above you were graciously sent
To bring the glad tidings of Goloka Dham

And bring the blessings of Sri Hari Nam

And bring to the world the most pure love divine —
In your holy pastimes you e’er sweetly shine.

Sri Bhakti Raksak Dev-Goswami Sridhar—

Accept my obeisance and most humble prayer.

The atom, the neutron, the hydrogen bomb—
All ashes to you, in your holy conception;

You erected a monument o’er Darwin’s tomb

By crushing the mundaners’ folly and deception.



Guru-Pija Issue 17

From your keen vision none can hide—
Neither enjoyers nor renouncers full of pride;
Your gift, far beyond this plane of iexperience
And further beyond even Brahman transience —
Only the surrendered souls at your feet

Can drink the nectar of seva so sweet.

Sri Bhakti Raksak Dev-Goswami Sridhar—
Accept my obeisance and humble prayer.

Your representation and deep realization
Is hailed by the scholars of immaculate conception;
Revered by the sages of towering intellect,
Adored by devotees in devotion perfect.
O singer of the prayer to Sri Sri Rupa,
Leader of the whole Gaudiya Sampradaya,
Sri Bhakti Raksak Dev-Goswami Sridhar—
. Accept my obeisance and humble prayer.

O angel of song of Sri Rupal!

O pride of Sri Bhaktivinodal

O sweetness of Gaur Kishor Babaji!

O joy of Sri Bimala Saraswati!

Guiding star of Sri Bhaktivedanta!

Shining moon of Sri Sundar Govinda!

The ocean of love and surrender!

Life and soul of Sri Ananda Sagar!

Sri Bhakti Raksak Dev-Goswami Sridhar!

Please accept my obeisance and most humble prayer.

— Tridandi-bhiksu
Sri Bhakti Ananda Sagar



PUSHPANJALI

To Vaisnava Thakura Srila Bhakti Raksak
Sridhar Dev-Goswami Maharaja

Dear Guru Maharéja,

I am so unfortunate that I do not have real devotion
for your lotus feet. You arc the goal of all the param
Vaisnavas who unendingly offer their dandavats in the dust
of your path, and they are always aspiring for your grace
so that their lives may become successful. You are the
guardian on the journey of the Rapanugas, who protects
the devotion of the Gaudiya Vaisnavas and who like a
generous bee is distributing that devotional pollen which
you have collected from the parsada devotees and their
true followers. To know of you is to open one’s heart to
the warm, soothing rays of the sun, to begin one’s devo-
tional life, to join the family of Vaisnavas, To hear you is to
relish the sweet murmuring breezes which are cominy from
Vrndavana, to receive the divine flow which nourishes and
satisfies one, and ends our time away from home.

You are the bestower of the greatest mercy and that
mercy is what Gauranga came to give, what was glorified
by Sri Ripa and S1i Dasa Goswami, what Sri Krsnadasa
Kaviraja is praising, and what was sung of by SriNarottama
dasa and Sri Bhaktivinoda Thakura. You have come, and
drawn by intense attachment for Prabhupada Bhakti-
siddhanta Saraswati Thakura you are proclaiming what he
cherished within his heart. That sweetness is the greatest
love for Krsna, of His most beloved servitor. You could
not but contantly praise Her, who is the Queen of all
Vrndavana and who you declared to be ‘““the head of our
whole sampradaya.”
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You always preferred to be absorbed in your own
deep bhajan, not caring to move in big circles with many
people. You are a true sadhu and your life shows what it
means to dive deep into reality. With your heart always
immersed in the deepest service, your every word and
gesture is sevd, and what you speak is song, poetry, kirfana.
Your every action transmits and communicates the tidings
of the devotional plane to the devotees, and those who are
dear souls to us will always see and be absorbed in what
you are constantly offering.

I am far away, in a cold palace of pratistht and
illusion, and so, although the whole world is happily
absorbed in that wondrous love that you are giving; I am
crying alone. You have come to bestow your blessings
to the whole world. But am only I to be never touched
by your mercy? When will I taste in my heart whatthers
have come to sing and praise? Why can’t I become for-
tunate, to love you and know you, to want to be with you
and serve you? I am most unfortunate: please take'special
notice of my most pathetic person, who is beggmg at your
feet; if you will not give me shelter then evcrythmg will end
in a deafening cacophony of meaningless sounds, and what
was begun as an offering of Gurupija will end as only tears
of hopelessness. I aspire for only a small place in your
heart, so that I may always live there and be under your
exclusive protection. |

Who desires to be always near your lotus feet,
although I be of little use.

Your Tridandi Bhlkstl
$ri Bhakti Pavan Janardana



VYASA-PUJA OFFERING

Om Visnupada Paramahamsa Paribrajakacharya Astottara
Sata Sri Sarva Sastra Siddhanta Vit Sri Srimad Bhakti
Rakshaka Srila Sridhara Dev-Goswami Maharaj.
All glories on His 94th Advent ceremony
Devam divya-tanum suchanda-vaitanam-balarka-celancitam
Sandrananda-puram sad-eka-varanam vairagya-vidyambudhim
Sri siddhanta-nidhim subhakti-lasitam sarasvatanam varam
Vande tam subhadam mad-eka-saranam, nyasisvaram sridharara.

One Man, that Man, Sridharadeva

~Now | am satisfied that

Although'| may go, at least

One Man remains behind who

Can represent my conclusion, He will do!”’

«|] want that Man to sing me Today that Song .
The right Man to sweetly shape my ultimate Wish,
All other interpretations to forgetfulness ihey belong,
Come forward my Son, this instant shall not perish!”’

«Sri Rupa Manjaripada, till my heart’s full content

Now take me back home Lord, what more here to pretend?
Embrace me with that Song, ses my soul that in peace departs
My Son, eternally ringing will the bells, your hearts of hearts.”

That divine Darshan of your Master Gurudeva

Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati melts my rejoicing atma

In this display Today, your advent, my glorifications find their way
Grasping your lotus feet only to humbly beg and pray:

VIRACAYA MAYI DANDAM DINABANDHO DAYAM VA
GATIR IHA NA BHAVATTAH KACID ANYA MAMASTI
NIPATATU SATA-KOTI NIRBHARAM VA NAVAMBHAS
TAD API KILA PAYODAH STUYATE CATAKENA.
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O lniend of the most fallen

Whether you punish me

Or bestow your mercy upon me

1 have no other gaeal in this world than you.

Whetker thunderbolts strike or torrents of rain pour down
Tha Cataka bird always offers prayers unto the clouds.

O perpetually beloved sweet Sridhara Gurudeva

All glories unto you, please touch me and grant me your seva.
Without your grace, could | really live on this troubled soil?
Please give your association to this thou susrendered soul.

Your unqualified though faithful son
Swami B. M. Ban Maharaj






