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An Offering

We are fortunate to be under the shelter of Om Vishnupad Paramahamsa
Parivrajakacharya Astottara Sata Sri Srimad Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-
Goswami Maharaj and to be able to join together in glorifying him on this his
divine appearance day. We speak of the appearance day of our beloved
Gurudev, although he in his humility may speak of his janmadin, his birthday.

In the Bhagavad Gita, Sri Krishna says there are two kinds of beings in this
world: those that are fallible and those that are infallible:

dvav imau purusau loke ksaras caksara eva ca
ksarah sarvani bhutani kuta-stho 'ksara ucyate

The baddha-jivas are always under the control of the illusory energy and sub-
ject to lust, anger, greed, illusion, madness and envy. There may of course be
some siddha, or perfect souls, in this world.

Once, one of Srila Guru Maharaj's god-brothers was traveling in
Bangladesh, and he was told of one great siddha-mahatma who lived nearby.
That god-brother said, "Oh, how wonderful. What kind of siddha? We have
heard of siddha-alou (boiled potatoes), and siddha (boiled) cauliflower, and
many kinds of siddha vegetables, boiled foods.” He was playing with another
meaning of the word siddha, meaning boiled, and in this way joked of that
loose reference to a siddha-mahatma.

Srila Guru Maharaj (Srila Bhakti Rakshak Sridar Dev-Goswami Maharaj)
remarked that this kind of consideration was very appropriate, because he
could easily understand that his spiritual master, Bhagavan Srila Bhakti
Siddhanta Saraswat Thakur, was not someone who had recently graduated

from this material entanglement and attained a higher position
above all the hubbub of this mundane atmosphere. He

was an eternal associate of the Lord, who, being
the divine personification of the Lord's



mercy, had descended from the Lord's abode to give comfort and shelter to all
the conditioned souls.

So with this kind of feeling we say that our Gurudev Srila Govinda Maharaj
is more than some perfected being who walks in this world and doesn't even
cast a shadow. He has come and is playing like one of us, but he is an eternal
associate of Srila Guru Maharaj, an associate who has come along with Srila
Guru Maharaj to this world, as Lord Gauranga's representative to embrace the
most fallen and treacherous souls of this world and show them the path of
devotion.

Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu's real mission is that He is the Lord in the most
elevated and glorious position, who by His singing and dancing, is always
spreading Krishna prema. Srila Rupa Goswami declared that no one could be
a more magnanimous and munificent savior than Sri Chaitanya-Dev.

In Bengal, many persons believe that "service to man is service to God." So
how shall we serve our daridra-narayan, fallen gods? Perhaps with some
bread? Perhaps with medicine? Maybe with an operation, treating them to a
few swipes of the blade?

But that is not the vision of the Gaudiya Vaishnavas. If the king opens his
treasure house, he will not distribute valueless things. He will give the great-
est wealth to his subjects, gold, jewels, real riches. The Lord's real wealth, his
real mercy, is given in sankirtan, the free distribution of the greatest wealth to
all. This is what Mahaprabhu has come to give, the greatest and most valuable
wealth of devotion, of service.

And this service is to offer neither the Lord nor the fortunate souls of this
kaliyuga world any perishable gifts. When the Lord asks for a leaf, a flower,
some water, or fruit, he is not consuming any perishable or transitory thing

of this world. He is the greatest consumer and is only consuming the
love and devotion of his true servitors.

We are offering to Gurudev only love



and devotion, praying that such an offering may be accepted by our sweet and
loving Lord. But who can understand what Srila Govinda Maharaj is giving to
this world? Who can properly know him?

No doubt Srila Guru Maharaj greatly appreciated Srila Govinda Maharaj's
unique position. Srila Guru Maharaj remarked that Srila Govinda Maharaj had
satisfied him in every way (gurvvabhista-supurakam). He saw his disciple as the
most qualified person to continue his own full distribution of the Lord's mercy
and to continue giving shelter to all.

Srila Govinda Maharaj, I fall down at your lotus feet, begging that despite
my innumerable bad qualities and unending offenses, you do not banish me
to this so-called land of the free and home of the brave, America. There is no
hope, Srila Govinda Maharaj, unless I am allowed to remain in home comfort
as an eternal resident of your magnanimous heart.

Your fallen servant,
Bhakti Pavan Janardan (California)



Dear devotees, friends, associates, disciples and followers of His Divine Grace
Om Vishnupada Paramahamsa Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-Goswami
Maharaj, as well as the respected ladies, gentlemen and beloved children pre-
sent for this auspicious occasion of the avirbhav festival of His Divine Grace,

I offer my humble dandavat pranams to Srila Govinda Maharaj and to all
of you with the plea that you will be gracious to me so that I may be sheltered
within his serving group.

I make this petition to you because I consider you most fit to bestow such
benediction upon me, as he has already accepted you within the previously
mentioned affectionate relationships. It is my fervent prayer that I too may one
day find a place within this exclusive group of servitors in the line of Sri
Caitanya Saraswati.

I present myself before you as a glowworm before great luminaries like the
sun and moon. Srila Govinda Maharaj himself appears to be as brilliant as the
sun, while around him, I see so many moons. The moons I refer to are not
those of physical character that merely reflect the light that touches them, but
rather, like Sri Chandra himself who shines with his own effulgence of cooling
rays.

Among such exalted company I undoubtedly appear as a curios-
ity. What a wonder that a man such as myself, undistin-

guished in any way, should be so bold as to
attempt what even great sages and



demigods cannot do: extol the unending glories of Srila Bhakti Sundar
Govinda Maharaj. If my attempt should succeed in any way it will serve as
proof of the mercy of Sri Guru and vaisnava.

It occurs to me that only a spiritual personality of similar qualities and qual-
ifications as His Divine Grace is capable of detecting the finer points of his
transcendental position. As such, whatever I speak may be superficial, inaccu-
rate and incomplete. I am therefore dependent on you gentle persons of puri-
fied heart to look beyond my shallow endeavor to see the beauty that lies with-
in the person of our Sri Achaya Dev.

Relying on this sloka from Srimad Bhagavatam I remain hopeful.

tad-väg-visargo janatägha-viplavo
yasmin prati-çlokam abaddhavaty api
nämäny anantasya yaço ’ìkitäni yat
çåëvanti gäyanti gåëanti sädhavaù

Even though a composition intended to glorify the Lord may have many
flaws, the attempt will be fruitful when presented to those who are pure of
heart.

acaryam mam vijaniyam: Krishna says, “I am, Myself, the acharya.|” Therefore,
I take the liberty to apply this verse equally to both the Lord and his mercy
incarnation, our Acharyadev, Srila Govinda Maharaj.

The Lord incarnates in different forms. His literary incarnation is Srila
Vyasadev, who is known as bhagavän bädaräyaëaù. We are not gathered here
today to celebrate the birthday of some great dignitary of mundane name and
fame with a show of pomp and circumstance, but rather, to worship Sri
Vyasadev, the incarnation of God, as he has manifest before us in the form of

our Acharyadev. This function, which we shall observe today, is there-
fore known as Sri Vyasa Puja, the worship of Sri Vyasa.

It is the remembrance of this fact that has



given rise to my deep consideration of all of you present here today.

When Sri Sukadeva accepted his seat on the vyasasan as our Srila Govinda
Maharaj has done today, he did so in the presence of many great personalities
of all description. Maharaj Pariksit, who would draw the nectar of the
Bhagavatam from the lips of Sri Shukadev through his introspective question-
ing, was not only a great king, but an eternal associate of Sri Krishna.

When news of the momentous occasion of the meeting of Parikshit Maharaj
and Shukadev Goswami spread throughout the land, many types of sadhus
and sages immediately rushed to the spot, intent on hearing the discourses
between these two great personalities. Even Vyasadev and Narada Muni, the
guru and param guru of Shukadev, immediately came in anticipation of rel-
ishing the sweetness of these talks.

Considering all these things, it occurred to me that our assembly today is
of no small consequence. Wherever the Supreme Lord appears He is accom-
panied by His associates who are also of exalted character.

There is another matter of similarity, which inspires this comparison.

Several years ago one of my God-brothers presented the following challenge
to Srila Govinda Maharaj: “You are not telling us anything new. You are sim-
ply repeating what we have already heard from Srila Sridhar Maharaj and
Srila Prabhupada, Swami Maharaj. Then why should we follow you?” Srila
Govinda Maharaj replied “Yes, it is true; what they have given to us is of such
quality that no one can give anything more.”

We might similarly pose the question, “What could Shukadev give that was
not already given by Narada and Vyasa?”

The answer is found here:



nigama-kalpa-taror galitaà phalaà
çuka-mukhäd amåta-drava-saàyutam
pibata bhägavataà rasam älayaà
muhur aho rasikä bhuvi bhävukäù

The Srimad Bhagavatam is the mature fruit of the Vedic literature. Because it
has emanated from the lips of Sri Shukadev it has become even more tasteful,
although it was already relish-able for all.

Actually, Srila Govinda Maharaj is offering us so many things that we have
never heard before. Even if we have heard them previously, we may not have
understood them properly. But, even if it were possible for us to have heard
everything and understood everything before, we would still be intent to hear
it from his lips, which intensify the sweetness of the nectar of Hari katah.

“Who would believe me and who should I tell?” This great personality
uniquely qualified to expound the Gaudiya siddhanta, who is preaching and
distributing the Lord’s holy name and precepts throughout the entire world
and counted as one of the Lords eternal associates, is dealing with us as friends
and playing with our children as if they were his own. While instructing us
about the playful pastimes of the Sweet Absolute he is also showing them to
us to see with our own eyes.

This behavior of His Divine Grace, although remarkable, is not new. From
the very beginning of my connection with him, he has shown his mood as a
dedicated servitor of the devotees, Deities and mission of Srila Sridhara
Maharaj. He has also shown himself to us as a very dear friend, while in fact
he is our eternal master, guide and guardian.

I cannot forget the day Srila Govinda Maharaj accepted sannyasa by the will
of his Divine Master Om Visnupad Srila Bhakti Rakshak Sridhar Dev-

Goswami Maharaj. After the ceremony was complete he came to
submit himself to the lotus feet of Srila Sridhar

Maharaj, who spoke of many glorious qualities
of his beloved disciple. Afterwards he



Srila Govinda Maharaj to say something. When he spoke, he told us two things
in particular with great humility, earnestness and sincerity. He told us he is the
goat of his master to be used by him as he likes. He also submitted a prayer to
all of us that he may remain always as the servant of the devotees.

I cannot remember so much of what he said on that day. Neither do his
words tell the whole story. What impressed me most was the depth of com-
mitment, feeling and sincerity with which he spoke. It is my prayer that this
image shall remain ever visible in my mind, for it is that which sustains me.

Srila Govinda Maharaj is many things to us. He is our Acharya, our Guru,
and he is an eternal associate of the Lord and his devotees. All that he is, I can-
not say; it is a subject that is too broad and deep for me to explore properly.
Whatever he may be, I know him as my supreme well wisher, and this is suf-
ficient for me.

I pray that the merciful glance of His Divine Grace Srila Govinda Maharaj
may be cast in my direction and that all of you who have been blessed with his
connection will be equally merciful to me.

The lowly beggar,
Swami B.K. Giri (New Jersey)



Dear Srila Govinda Maharaj, 

Please accept my sincere dandavats at your lotus feet. I hope this e-mail
finds you in good health with your associates in the Math. I’m sending this e-
mail to glorify your holy Sri Vyasa Puja; I hope that your Divine Grace will
guide us in our spiritual lives for a long time; without your holy presence, our
spiritual lives would be seriously in danger.

I’m eternally grateful for your affection to this poor soul. Here in Brazil, our
work is going on. More sincere souls are coming to receive the Divine Message
of Mahaprabhu; new centers, new publications- something good is happening
in this country.

Recently, we inaugurated our biggest center in the north of Brazil, and soon
I will send photographs of our festivals and sadhu-sangha to you.  My trips to
Caracas and Bogota were fruitful. Every day I try to harmonize my internal
and external Krishna Consciousness practice. Gurudeva, I wanted to go to
India with a group of devotees, but the financial conditions are not good. I’m
praying to Lord Krishna to be with your Divine Grace; I want to go to the Math
and hear your darshans, be with the devotees and do my seva at your lotus
feet. On this holy Sri Vyasa Puja, we like to remember your two visits to Brazil;
we want to pray for your return and association. I’m very happy to know that
good friends like Sripad Janardan Maharaj, Ashram Maharaj and others can be
in the Math for this great festival.

Gurudev, please don’t forget your friends and servants here in Brazil. We
need your grace and love. I know that I’m not doing much for our mission, but
if you bless me, I believe that I can do seva to your lotus feet, and my friends
will also receive the inspiration to this service. Please, accept the greetings of
all your Brazilian servants.

Your servant,
Tridandi Swami Bhakti Shoban Padmanabha 

(Brazil)



All Glories to Sri Guru and Gauranga

A Humble Prayer on the Occasion of the 
73rd Advent Anniversary Celebration of

Om Visnupada Paramahamsa Praibrajakacharya Visva-Varenya 
Sri Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-Goswami Maharaj

My Most Beloved and Revered Divine Acharyya Dev,

Today is the most auspicious holy day not only for my poor self, but also
for the devotees all over the world, because you appeared on this very day, to
distribute nectar and light to this dark world. On this special occasion of Vyasa
Puja, I offer my humble prostrated obeisances to your Holy Lotus Feet and
pray again and again for you to please forgive me.  

What shall I say to you? You know how foolish I am, unqualified and proud.
How can I worship you?

aparadh phale mama citta bhela vajra sama
tuwa name na labhe bikar

As a result of my aparadhs, O Lord, my heart has become as hard as a thun-
derbolt. So I can say:



kshma-sundar he prabhu udar
nahi mor kona puja upachar
ye kichu ba ache-pankil char
tomar yogya naya

You are the most merciful, kind, magnanimous master. I have nothing pre-
sentable for your worship. What I have is like useless mud, which is not offer-
able for your Divine Self. 

But I can say that you are giving me so much; I feel ashamed to ask you for
anything. 

kabe habe balo se dina amar
kabe aparadh ghuci     taba pada ruci
kripa-bale habe hridoye sancar

Please tell me when will the day be mine when my offenses will end and a
taste for your holy lotus feet will be infused in my heart by the power of
Divine Grace. 

Dina hina adhame,
Prapana Tirtha



All glories to Sri Sri Guru and Gauranga 

Dearest Guru Maharaja,

acaryam mam vijaniyan navaman yeta karhicit
na martya-buddhyasuyeta sarva-devamayo guruh

"Know the acarya to be as good as Myself. Never disrespect him. Never envy
him or consider him an ordinary man for he is the sum total of all the
demigods."
Srimad Bhagavad Gita, 11.17.27

With faith in you, everything is possible. Without faith, all is lost. How to
get that faith? From those who have it.

By pleasing the devotees we will gain their mercy and association, and by
that association, we will come to understand who you are.

Then, at long last, we can fully surrender at your lotus feet, and, knowing
you as non-different from the Lord, finally hear what you say with firm faith.
Then we can die, and serve...and live!

Tridandi Bhiksu B.C Parvat (Calcutta/U.S.A)



Vyasa Puja Offering for Srila B.S Govinda Dev-Goswami Maharaj

On this very special and auspicious day, may I offer my repeated dandavat
pranams to your Divine Grace. When we think of your great and glorious ser-
vice nature we are inevitably faced with the depressing mountain of insuffi-
ciency, which characterizes our unworthy being by comparison, but today is a
happy day, so let us not dwell on that. Rather we can simply 'thank our lucky
stars' that by the Divine Will your Holiness was given to us, if we may be so
bold as to express, by His Divine Grace Srila BR Sridhar Maharaj. Your con-
tinuance of his divine succession so faithfully and unswervingly, yet in your
own sweet and inimitable way, is proof itself of the truth of the promise of the
scriptures and Sri Krishna Himself ('acarya mam vijaniyat', etc). We are deeply
fallen souls and are always in desperate need of your mercy. If we can render
some little fitting service as we move on this path of devotional service and
Krishna consciousness, sometimes so stumblingly, we know that it is the
best fortune for us.

All glories to your Divine Grace and your sincere servants. 

BS Tridandi Swami (U.K.)



All Glories to Sri Sri Guru and Gauranga

Dearest Srila Govinda Maharaj,

Please accept my most humble and respectful dandavat pranams. Endless
glories again and again unto the lotus feet of our beloved and unforgettable
Srila Guru Maharaj. All glories naturally unto your lotus feet, which differ not
from his. I thank you heartily for the invitation to your upcoming Vyasa Puja
celebration. Only a few days ago, very sad news from England reached me
regarding your recovery in the hospital. My followers and I are praying with
the deepest sincerity to Sri Nityananda Prabhu for your well-being, and we
hope that you leave the hospital in optimum condition. We pray that this let-
ter meets you well. Affectionate love to you and all your dear and faithful
servitors.

Faithfully, your ever-fresh well-wisher,

Swami Ban Maharaj (Italy)

Click here for 
Part B Part C Part D Part E Part F

of the Vyasa Puja Offering Collection, 1 January 2002
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http://scsmath.org/vyasapuja/vp020101C.pdf
http://scsmath.org/vyasapuja/vp020101D.pdf
http://scsmath.org/vyasapuja/vp020101E.pdf
http://scsmath.org/vyasapuja/vp020101F.pdf

	Janardan Maharaj
	Giri Maharaj
	Padmanabha Maharaj
	Tirtha Maharaj
	Parvat Maharaj
	Tridandi Maharaj
	Ban Maharaj
	Back to Vyasa Puja Index

