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ßrÈla Govinda MahÅrÅj,

Falling in the dust of your lotus feet, 
I pray to be your true servitor. 

ßrÈ Chaitanya MahÅprabhu’s mood 
of distribution of Krishna prema 
is expressed by ßrÈla ßrÈdhar Dev-
GoswÅmÈ MahÅrÅj in his ßrÈ ßrÈ 

Prapanna-JÈvanÅmritam:

guru-rËpa-hari˜ gaura˜, rÅdhÅ-ruci-rucÅvÂtam
nitya˜ naumi navadvÈpe, nÅma-kÈrttana-narttanaiÓ

“Perpetually do I sing the glories of Lord GaurÅ⁄ga, 
who is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, ßrÈ Hari, 
embraced by the heart and halo of ßrÈ RÅdhikÅ, and who 
has descended as the Divine Master. In this holy abode of 
ßrÈ NavadvÈpa DhÅma, He is absorbed in the pastimes of 
profusely chanting the holy names, dancing in ecstasy.”
MahÅprabhu is Krishna Himself, appearing in His 
most beautiful form of audÅrya, of magnanimous 
distribution, and He shows the perfect example of the 

ÅchÅrya, the Divine preceptor and most benevolent 
spiritual master. This recalls His own ecstasy in glorifying 
these magnanimous personalities, as he continually 
repeated this verse from ßrÈmad-BhÅgavatam, and 
then embraced MahÅrÅj PratÅparudra:

tava kathÅmÂta˜ tapta-jÈvana˜
kavibhir ÈÎita˜ kalma›Åpaham

Íravaˆa-ma⁄gala˜ ÍrÈmad-Åtata˜
bhuvi gÂˆanti ye bhËridÅ janÅÓ

“My Lord, the nectar of Your words and the 
descriptions of Your activities are the life and soul 
of those who are always aggrieved in this material 
world. These narrations are transmitted by exalted 
personalities, and they eradicate all sinful reac-
tions. Whoever hears these narrations attains all 
good fortune. These narrations are broadcast all 
over the world and are filled with spiritual power. 
Those who spread the Lord’s message are certainly 
the most munificent welfare workers.”

We have had some vision of the divine nature of the 
ÅchÅrya. ßrÈla Guru MahÅrÅj described his spiritual 
master, ßrÈla BhaktisiddhÅnta SaraswatÈ †hÅkur, as 
the Deity Gaura-SaraswatÈ: the personifi ed message 
of ßrÈ Chaitanya MahÅprabhu. As his name itself 
affi rms, ßrÈla SaraswatÈ †hÅkur gave the most perfect 
siddhÅnta, the most pure paramaha˜sa dharma, 
and assisted by many great generals in spreading 
Krishna Consciousness all over India. He requested 
his followers to take the Lord’s message to the citadel 
of materialism, the affl uent countries of the West.

ßrÈla Guru MahÅraj noted how our own ßrÈla 
Bhaktivedanta Swami PrabhupÅd, as a ÍaktyÅveÍa-
avatÅr of ßrÈ NityÅnanda Prabhu, spread the 
chanting of the Holy Names all over the world and 
distributed the Lord’s causeless mercy to the most 
disqualifi ed, and therefore most needy persons of 
the western countries. This was perfect service to 
his spiritual master, ßrÈla SaraswatÈ †hÅkur, and the 
fulfi llment of his spiritual master’s desire to have 
Krishna Consciousness distributed throughout the 
world. It was also the fulfi llment of ßrÈla Bhaktivinod 
†hÅkur’s prophecy that the people of the West would 
soon join with the GauÎÈya Vai›ˆavas of Bengal in 
the glorifi cation of ßrÈ Chaitanya MahÅprabhu.

ßrÈla Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-GoswÅmÈ MahÅrÅj, 
our divine spiritual master, the embodiment of the 
affection and training of ßrÈla Guru MahÅrÅj, has given 
his every breath and all his energy, his love, charm, 
and mercy, to redeem all of us, his aspiring servitors.

ßrÈla Govinda MahÅrÅj, it is you who are always 
the best example of dedication to MahÅprabhu’s 
own mood of audÅrya, of distribution, and who are 
always communicating heart-to-heart through affec-
tion with the conditioned souls. You left India now 
and sacrificed everything for us. You have always 
said that you wished to do so, to expend your life in 
preaching and to “die in harness.”

As you travel, you derive great satisfaction in seeing 
the fulfillment of ßrÈla Guru MahÅrÅj’s own prophecy:

ÍrÈmac-chaitanya-sÅraswata-maÊhavara
udgÈta-kÈrttir jaya-ÍrÈm
bibhrat sa˜bhÅti ga⁄ga-taÊa-nikaÊa-navadvÈpa-
kolÅdrirÅje yatra ÍrÈ-gaura-sÅrasvata-mataniratÅ-
gauragÅthÅ gÂˆanti
nityam-rËpanuga-ÍrÈ-kÂtamati
guru-gaurÅ⁄ga-rÅdhÅjitÅÍÅ

“On the banks of the Ganges in KoladvÈp, NabadwÈp, 
ßrÈ Chaitanya Saraswat MaÊh shines resplendent. 
The flag flies high, singing its glories to the world. 
There the residents sing the glories of Lord GaurÅ⁄ga 
and aspire to serve ßrÈ ßrÈ RÅdhÅ Govinda in the line 
of ßrÈ RËpa.”

Through your constant endeavor, this prediction 
is resplendent and is illuminating the world. You 
constantly sing the glories of ßrÈ Chaitanya Saraswat 
MaÊh and have given ßrÈla Guru MahÅrÅj to the 
world. ßrÈla Govinda MahÅrÅj, like MahÅprabhu, 
you have come from the Lord’s own abode, and 
are embracing the most vile jÈvas such as myself. 
Unfortunately, I have no capacity to serve you, and 
I am ever-compromised by the most mundane sen-
timents and aspirations. Without your light, I have 
no innate ability to see or understand. Only by your 
mercy can I go on, and only by your mercy is there 
some hope of success, of appreciating and serving 
our most cherished ideal:

mÅttala sÅdhu-jana kÈrttana ra⁄ge
pËjala rÅga patha gaurava bha⁄ge

Now you are with us here in Soquel. On this visit, you 
have again taught us the true meaning of self-sacrifice to 
the point of self-forgetfulness. Your being is our exam-
ple, your presence is our ever hope, and your kindness 
has bound us and made us your eternal servitors.

May I become worthy to serve you.
TridaˆÎi-bhik›u ßrÈ Bhakti Pavan Janardan
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d
Sri Vyasa Puja Homage to His Divine Grace Om 
Vishnupad Paramahamsa Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda 
Dev-Goswami Maharaj

 vande çré-kåñëa-caitanya-
 nityänandau sahoditau
 gauòodaye puñpavantau
 citrau çan-dau tamo-nudau

“I offer my respectful obeisances to Sri Krishna Chaitanya 
and Prabhu Nityananda, who are just like the sun and 
moon. They have arisen simultaneously on the horizon 
of Gauda desh to dissipate the darkness of ignorance and 
wonderfully bestow Their benediction upon everyone.”

This beautiful verse inspires an appreciation for the wonder 
and mercy brought to bear by the appearance of our dear 
Lord Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and His eternal associate, 
friend and servant, Sri Nityananda Prabhu. But today, on 
the appearance day of Srila Govinda Maharaj, the dear-most 
friend and servant of our Divine Master Om Vishnupad 
Srila Bhakti Raksak Sridhar Dev-Goswami Maharaj, I am 
drawn to note the utility of this verse in appreciating the 
extraordinary position of these two great personalities.

Indeed, just as Sriman Mahaprabhu and Nityananda 
Prabhu have arisen from the Holy Dham of Sri Gauda 
desh, so too have Srila Sridhar Maharaj and Srila 
Govinda Maharaj appeared from this holy land. And, 
like the sun and moon, have decimated the shadow of 
nescience forever covering the nitya-baddha jivas with 
the illuminating rays of their divine mercy.

Unlike Nityananda Prabhu, who’s appearance preceded 
that of Sri Chaitanya, Srila Govinda Maharaj appeared 
in this world after Srila Sridhar Maharaj. Every analogy 
has some fault and perhaps this is one. However, in the 
eternal play of Divinity it is never entirely clear who 
precedes whom nor is it generally of great importance. 
The lila itself, under the direction of yoga maya, is the 
overriding principal commanding our foremost atten-
tion, and it is the lila to which I refer.

I direct your attention to the following quotation from 
The Golden Volcano of Divine Love:

“Then one day, from within, feeling ecstasy in his 
heart, Nityananda Prabhu could understand that Sri 
Gauranga had begun his pastimes of sankirtana in 
Navadwipa-dhama. That day, Mahaprabhu told His 
followers, ‘I had a dream that an extraordinarily great 
man in a chariot marked with the palm tree flag of 
Balarama came to my door and said, ‘Where is the 
house of Nimai Pandita?’ Twice, thrice, four times - 
again and again - he kept saying, ‘Where is the house 
of Nimai Pandita?’ Mahaprabhu continued, ‘That great 
personage must have come last night to Nabadwipa. 
Try to search him out.’ They searched and searched, 
but could not find him anywhere. Then Mahaprabhu 
told them, ‘Let me try.’ He took them straight to the 
home of Nandanacarya, and when Mahaprabhu with 
his followers suddenly arrived there, they found 
Nityananda Prabhu sitting on the veranda. After see-
ing Mahaprabhu, Nityananda Prabhu stared intently 
at Him for some time, became absorbed in Him, and 
fainted. In this way, in one day, he became the most 
intimate associate of Sriman Mahaprabhu.”

It is surprising how similar this reunion of Mahaprabhu 
and Nityananda Prabhu is to that of Srila Sridhar Maharaj 
and Srila Govinda Maharaj. One day, from his Math in 
Nabadwipa, Srila Sridhara Maharaj sent a sankirtan party out 
to the surrounding villages. They came to the village of Srila 
Govinda Maharaj who was immediately attracted by their 
preaching. He spoke with one of the brahmacaris who asked 
him if he would come to their Math. Without any hesitation 
he agreed and the next day went to Sri Caitanya Saraswat 
Math, where he was introduced to Srila Sridhar Maharaj. 
Almost immediately after their apparent first meeting Srila 
Sridhar Maharaj declared, “He will be my successor.”

I cannot think this was a chance meeting, or the first meeting 
of guru and disciple but only a page in a chapter of the eternal 
pastimes of two pure devotees of the Lord. As the sun sets, 
the moon rises, and upon the setting of Srila Sridhar Maharaj’s 
pastimes in this world, the moon of Srila Govinda Maharaj 
arose, reflecting the divine light of his eternal master.

Srila Sridhara Maharaj instructed Srila Govinda Maharaj 
in all the intricacies of Gaudiya Vaishnavism with a view 
to distribute the glories and pastimes of Mahaprabhu 
throughout the world. But like Nityananda was instruct-
ed by Mahaprabhu to preach the glories of Sri Krishna, 
Srila Govinda Maharaj could not help but extol the 
glories of his own divine master instead. Thus, we have 
come to learn of the super excellent spiritual precepts 
of His Divine Grace Srila Sridhar Maharaj.

We are told that the mercy of Nityananda Prabhu exceed-
ed that of Mahaprabhu, inspiring great hope in even the 
hearts of the most hopeless. In fact, He did not even 
consider who was fit or unfit to receive the holy name. 
“Even those who Mahaprabhu rejected, Nityananda 
Prabhu sheltered, and gradually Mahaprabhu had to 
accept them. So the grace of Nityananda is the greatest 
both in magnitude and circumference, and that is our 
solace, for by his mercy even the most fallen souls can 
attain the supreme goal.” (GVDL)

Could we not just as easily accept these statements with 
the substitution of Srila Sridhar Maharaj’s name for that 
of Mahaprabhu and the name of Srila Govinda Maharaj 
for that of Sri Nityananda? I think there is no doubt in 
this matter. Mahaprabhu can only be approached after 
first receiving the mercy of Nityananda Prabhu. We 
are fully satisfied with the conception that we cannot 
approach Srila Sridhar Maharaj without the blessings of 
Srila Govinda Maharaj. Those who think otherwise are 
most unfortunate. We pray that Srila Govinda Maharaj 
may continue to bestow his blessings upon us all.

sakala vaisnavapade mora namaskara, 
ithe kichu aparadha nahuka amara

I respectfully bow to the lotus feet of all the Vaisnavas, pray-
ing that there is no offense in this attempt to please them.

Most humbly,
Swami BK Giri

d
All Glories to Çré Guru and Çré Gauranga 

My humble daëòavat praëäms to you, 
dear Çréla Govinda Mahäräja, and 
to all the devotees who are tasting 
the nectar of your service on this 
auspicious occasion of your Vyäsa 
Püjä. I think that one of the highest 
and most beautiful glorifications of 

Çré Gurudeva that I may humbly and affectionately offer 
to you, is found in the words of Çréla Raghunäth Däs 
Goswämé, as told to us by Çréla Çrédhara Mahäräja in Çré 
Guru and His Grace, 

To be acquainted with the conception of the highest 
ideal and to be on the path of realization of that goal is 
the greatest wealth in one’s life. 

Çréla Raghunätha Däsa Goswämé prays, “I only aspire 
after one thing. I cherish the hope that one day I may be 
welcomed into the plane where Rädhikä and Mädhava 
are in their glory, sitting and playing.” That should 
be our prospect. This is found in Raghunätha Däsa 
Goswämé’s prayer to his Guru. He says: 

näma-çreñöhaà manum api ñacé-putram atra svarüpam 
rüpaà tasyägrajam uru-puréà mäthuréà goñöavätém 
rädhä-kuëdaà giri-varam aho rädhikä-mädhaväñaà 
präpto yasya prathita-kåpayä çré guruà taà nato ‘smi 

“I am fully indebted to Çré Gurudeva. Why? He has given 
me so many things. He has given me the highest conception 
of the holy name of Krishna, the highest form of sound 
which contains the highest form of thought, aspiration, 
ideal, everything. And next he has given me the mantra.”

The name is there within the mantra. Without the 
name, the mantra is nothing. If the name of Kåiñhëa is 
withdrawn and replaced with another name, the mantra 
will give the opposite result. The name of Krishna is all 
in all. And within the mantra, the name is couched in a 
particular way as a sort of prayer.
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Then he says, “He has given me the service of that great 
savior, the son of Mother Çacé, Çré Caitaëya Mahäprabhu, 
who is like a golden mountain standing to show the 
direction of kåñëa-lélä. And Gurudeva has brought me 
to the lotus feet of Mahäprabhu’s most favorite personal 
assistant, Svarüpa Dämodara, who is the representation 
of Lalitä devé, the most favorite friend of Rädhikä.”

“Then he has brought me in connection with Çré Rüpa, 
who was ordered to distribute the highest kinds of 
devotional love, rasa.” Vaidhé bhakti, the worship of 
the Lord in awe and reverence, is of a lower order. But 
rägänuga-bhakti, spontaneous love, the hearts innermost 
dealings, was distributed through Çréla Rüpa Goswämi. 
Mahäprabhu considered Çré Rüpa the best to deal with 
rägänuga-bhakti. 

Däsa Goswämé says, “Then, by his grace, I have achieved 
the association of Çréla Sanätana Goswämi, who adjusts 
our position in relation to rägänuga-bhakti. He explains 
the path of vaidhé-bhakti, and gives us sambandha-jïäna: 
the knowledge of what is what, a proper acquaintance 
with the environment.”

Then he says, “Gurudeva has given me Mathurä maëòala, 
where Rädhä and Govinda have their pastimes; where the 
forest, the hills, every creeper, shrub, and grain of sand, 
everyone is bearing the acquaintance of Rädhä-Kåñëa lélä, 
and wherever I shall cast my glance they will help me in 
my remembrance of Rädhä and Govinda. I have received 
all these things from my Gurudeva. Våndävana, where 
the cows and the milkmen have their village constructed, 
I am becoming acquainted with their association, their 
nature, and their feelings of love for Kåñëa.”

“By the grace of Gurudeva, I have become acquainted with 
Rädhä-kuëòa, the favorite place of Rädhä and Govinda for 
their pastimes, and this great Govardhana. And lastly he 
has given me the hope that one day I can get the service of 
Çré Çré Rädhikä and Mädhava. I have been given all these 
assurances by my Gurudeva, so I bow my head with all my 
respects to his lotus feet.” 

So, if we are conscious of all these spiritual matters, then we 

can think that we have approached our Gurudeva properly. 
What is our Guru? What is his mission? It is filled with all 
these things. Devoid of that, what is our interest? 

Ever aspiring to approach Çré Gurudeva properly,
Tridaëòi Bhikñu Bhakti Mädhava Puré

d
The Golden Boy

For many of us winter means cold 
and windy weather, short days and 
long nights. The sun rarely comes out 
and quickly becomes covered with 
clouds. For people a short sunny day 
is very auspicious, but no one expects 
any gifts from above, because people 

are prepared just to survive. But still in the midst of time 
everyone is struggling for the chance to gain some hap-
piness that comes as a hope for the future light.

In the Western World, that hope comes in the form of 
Christmas, because that day the Savior Christ was born. 
Everyone knows that he sacrificed his life for the benefit 
of others and by his mercy everyone received hope. But 
the Savior acharya mam vijanijam comes to this world in 
his own form. It is time to follow him toward the higher 
destiny. He is able to relieve the disciples from sin and 
engage them in service to God on an intimate level, 
the way that he himself is situated. When Mahaprabhu 
descended he gave the highest ideal of Divine love, 
Krishna prema. After his departure he left his eternal 
associates to continue this line of unalloyed devotion to 
Krishna. By the Grace of His intimate followers people 
of the whole world had the chance to join Krishna 
Consciousness. Many great preachers and spiritual mas-
ters were engaged in Mahaprabhu’s movement.

But there is one special person who did the greatest 
work. Being raised and recognized on the highest level 
by his Gurudev, Srila Sridhar Maharaj, and other pure 
devotees, he willingly accepts the lowest section of most 
fallen and unqualified people (us). By his Divine power 

he was able to reveal the highest form of pure spiritual 
substance. He gave his personal example of a combina-
tion of unique spiritual qualities, which are extremely 
rare to find among even very perfect followers in this 
exclusive line. Therefore everyone who knows him 
well will be charmed and attracted and want to sacrifice 
themselves for his service. Such unique and contradic-
tory qualities fully manifest in Krishna Himself and can 
be detected only among his divine associates.

He has unalloyed devotion to His Guru and Krishna, and 
at the same time he is willing to share it with everyone, 
even with whose who have no appreciation for it. He has 
the unique spiritual knowledge and realizations, but at 
the same time He is free from pride. More than that, he is 
willing to give honor even to his enemies, what to speak 
about his followers or ordinary people. He’s been giving 
so much spiritual and material wealth and has never 
used it for his personal interest. He is able to present the 
most unique spiritual conceptions in a very humorous 
and easy way, and convert the most materialistic and 
unreligious people into devoted servitors.

Although he knows that he possesses all these unique 
qualities he seriously considers himself a fallen soul 
and meaningless servitor of his Guru. He is able 
to receive very deep spiritual inspiration from the 
external activities of neophyte devotees, and with his 
unique vision he sees the manifestation of His Guru 
in his disciples. When someone hears this explanation 
his mind would immediately say:  This person must be 
Srila Govinda Maharaj without any doubt. I’ve never 
met anyone equal or close to him. As Mahaprabhu 
said there is only one Ramananda Ray, there is only 
one Srila Govinda Maharaj. It is our great misfortune 
that we cannot realize this fully, but our fortune that 
he is our Savior and by His Grace and our sincere 
endeavors, one day we can say, “Yes, in this lifetime 
no one can estimate my fortune, because by the spe-
cial grace of Krishna I had some connection with Him. 
So our only prayer for the next life is that he comes and 
saves me again.”
 
Srila Govinda Maharaj appeared on this winter day like the 

golden boy, like the sun in the winter day of the far west, 
and everyone received hope for Divine Love.

B.B. Avadhut Swami
St. Petersburg, Russia

d
All glories to Sri Guru and Sri Gauranga

Dear Srila Gurudev,

Once You said there is no greater 
happiness than to be a servant. On 
Your birthday I want to thank You 
for allowing your friends and dis-
ciples to be happy by serving you. 
Our aspiration is that this happiness 
will last eternally.

Your insignificant servant,
Swami B.C. Bharati

d
Jaya Srila Gurudev Srila Govinda Maharaj

kim karoti vacalam pangam laghayate girim 
yat krpa tam aham vande sri gurun dina tarinam 

  
vanchakalpatarubhyas ca krpa sindhubhayeva ca 

patitanam pavanebhyo vaisnavebhyo namo namah

Srila Gurudev, divine Srila Govinda Maharaj, I fall at 
your holy feet as a most useless servitor but one whose 
inner heart craves your sweet sympathy despite my 
every shortcoming. I know that everything I do, every 
thought I think, every false comfort in which I indulge, 
every presumption I make, is observed, heard and felt 
in the inner world. Through our divine indwelling Lord 
they are known to you. “The key is in our own hand” 
or “We are our own best friend and worst enemy”—we 
have heard these phrases often enough, and we know 
them to be true. But Bhaktivinode writes, “I am lower 
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than street-straw; this is possible because the straw, by 
its position, is neutral, whereas I am consciously using 
my God-given free will to go in the wrong way, against 
my very own best interest.” What a conundrum! And 
how burningly painful it is. Growth through suffering 
seems little solace if we are such slow learners; not slow 
actually but rather just plain stupid.

Your Divine Grace is our beacon in the darkness. It is 
the powerful and sweet current of Krishnananda flowing 
down from the Ages through our parampara, and espe-
cially as given even more divine spiritual shape by our 
Guru Mahraj, Srila Sridhar Maharaj. This current finds 
entry into this world through Your Holiness; it is fact 
that only this protective kindness, ‘absurd’ in its generos-
ity, is keeping us going on in the search for our Blessed 
Lord. I don’t think any other reason can be found.

On special day we remember you in Sweden, as do all 
your devotees, friends and associates around the world 
and universe. May you be happy, glorious and victori-
ous. If a tiny thought or glance comes from Your Grace 
in my direction even slightly, you will have mightily 
and tenderly saved and fed the most low of your aspir-
ing followers. 

Jaya Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-Goswami 
Maharaj

A fallen,
B.S. Tridandi Swami 
 

d
Sri Sri Guru Gauranga Sundar 
Giridhari Gopalajiu ki jaya!

Sri Sri Guru Gauranga 
Gandharva Govinda Sundarjiu ki jaya!

My dear Srila Gurudeva,

Please accept my dandavat pranams unto your divine 
lotus feet on this most auspicious day of your divine 
appearance. You came to this world to manifest your 

divine pastimes and from the small 
village of Bamunpara you are trav-
eling all over the world to save the 
fallen souls of this age of Kali. By 
your mercy I met you on one of your 
transcendental world tours in 1994, 
when you went to Brazil. From that 

day my life became happy and full of auspiciousness.

All the words in the holy books to describe the Lord and 
His Parsadas can be naturally used to describe you. Your 
beautiful golden form is very attractive and you have a 
wonderful sense of humor. You are capturing the Heart 
of all jiva souls, and no one can avoid being captivated 
by your divine qualities and by the flow of nectar coming 
from you. With affection you are traveling all over the 
world to fulfill your Guru Maharaj´s desires, and you 
are showing to the world the glories of Sri Chaitanya 
Saraswat Math.

When I see you surrounded by your divine servitors my 
heart is very enlightened. You are the perfect example 
of what Divine Service means.

I offer flowers to your Divine Lotus Feet today and my full 
dandavat pranams, hoping you accept my simple offering.

Your servant,
Bhakti Vijay Trivikram

d
All glories to Sri Guru and Sri Gauranga 

Dear Srila Guru Maharaj, 
 
My satsanga dandavat pranams to 
your lotus feet. I am writing in your 
glorification, even though your glo-
ries are in fact inconceivable. 

 
apräkåta vastu nahe präkåta-gocara 
veda-puräëete ei kahe nirantara 
 

But I am trying, and I know that without your mercy 
everything is impossible. 
 
mükaà karoti väcälaà 
paìguà laìghayate girim 
yat-kåpä tam ahaà vande 
çré-guruà déna-täraëam

This year we are so far away from you, but we can real-
ize and connect by following your order. We also con-
nect with you by remembering your smiling face and by 
remembering your teachings and writings. Gurudev, I 
will look after your main Temple here in Nabadwip by 
your mercy, until my death if it is your wish.

We have physical strength, so we are serving you 
physically and by this we are feeling so fulfilled. But 
everyone should serve together your Mission, not that 
we shall just sit and listen, but we must all do activity 
in service. In this Vaishnavism line, where there is sur-
render under a guardian, there will not be competition 
amongst the juniors.

Sometimes I am hearing from the disciple of Srila 
Sridhar Maharaj, “Why we will go to the Temple? Srila 
Guru Maharaj is not there.” So now we can think they 
have no connection with Srila Guru Maharaj, because 
Guru Maharaj is always here through his writings, lec-
tures, manifestations and Your Divine Grace, and he 
himself is here in his Deity. If we can serve under the 
guidance of you, in the main Temple here in Nabadwip 
Dham, then all will be successful.

Gurudev, you are the captain of the ship, and if we stay 
in the ship, then we will automatically go wherever the 
ship goes. But the servitors will not be proud that they 
will be glorified for things they do. The sevak has no 
ego that he is ‘doing;’ rather he will simply serve, and 
that is his religious practice. We will therefore try to 

harmonize with everybody smoothly because we are 
the servitors of Govindasundar, so we want the most 
beautiful things for Sri Guru and the Deities.

We should not think for our benefit anything; only we 
are to surrender to you, and you are automatically tak-
ing care of the needs of everyone. From whatever cir-
cumstances we are born into, you are so mercifully tak-
ing us from that deep hole and engaging us in service. 
 
Now we are feeling alone, as so many days you have been 
out of India. We previously had so much of your direct 
association, so now we are feeling too much separation. 
As soon as possible please again come back to India.

Your fallen servant,
Swami B.N. Acharyya 
Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math, Nabadwip

 d
All glories to Sri Guru and Sri Gauranga 

Oh Gurudev, my dandavat pranams to 
your lotus feet. This year I am feeling very 
sad because you are not here with us. 
In separation from you my heart is very 
sorrowful. I am praying to Mahaprabhu 
that He gives His grace for you to recover 
quickly and meet with us soon. As soon 

as possible, please come, and like a rainfall in the parched land 
make us refreshed. When we hear your sweet Hari-katha, we 
are nourished, but now we are thirsting for it. Your Hari-katha 
gives more and more service inspiration. Hearing from you we 
are inspired to do seva to Guru Gauranga. Dandavat pranams 
Gurudev, and to all sadhu Vaishnavas there.
 
Swami B.S. Jitendriya 
Dum Dum Park, Kolkata, India

Offerings from Sannyasis
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d
All Glories to Sri Guru and Sri Gauranga!

My Dear Spiritual Master!

Please accept my deep obeisances. 
When I look at Your photos with 
the devotees I always feel that You 
think of us all, even those who are 
thousands of kilometers away. You 
respect our free will, and You give 
infinite mercy, love and knowledge 

to those who are sincere and open to You. On Your 
Holy Birthday I wish You strong health so that You 
can, by Your Divine presence, nourish the hearts of 
Your followers who always think of You and serve 
You with devotion.

Your fallen servant, 
Pavan Krishna Das
Slovakia

d
All Glories to Sri Guru and Sri Gauranga!

Dear Gurudeva!

Please accept my obeisances, and let me wish You on Your 
Birthday a lot of happiness, good health, and good asso-
ciation with Your intimate friends, spending many beau-
tiful moments with them. I would like also to wish You 
success in spreading the mission of Your Gurudeva, Srila 
Sridhar Maharaja. The mission is so sweet and unique.

Yours,
Madhavendra Das
Czech Republic

d
My Dear Gurudev!

I would like to thank You for the 
mercy You give us by Your pres-
ence. I would like to wish You on 
Your Holy Birthday all the best, 
good health, happiness, joy and 
success in Your life. I desire to be 

in Your association more frequently and serve You.

Your servant,
Enakshi  Didi
Czech  Republic

d
Dear Srila Gurudeva!

Please accept my most respectful 
obeisances at Your lotus feet.

The Day of Your Holy Appearance is 
very auspicious because we remem-
ber You and Your glories more 
intensely.  We can also realize more 

deeply the value of our connection with You. We are 
Your eternal debtors because You give us not only the 
connection with the spiritual world but You also lead 
us there, which means that You constantly provide 
us with inspiration, advice, and enthusiasm. By Your 
own example You encourage us on this difficult path. 
On this Holy Day of Your Appearance I would like to 
wish You beautiful moments in the association of Your 
followers. May Your desires for the service of Your 
beloved Guru Maharaja and Sri Krishna be fulfilled.

Your servant,
Anasuya Devi  Dasi
Czech Republic

d
All glories to my divine master Srila Govinda Maharaj.

I am so fortunate!
In this world full of miseries,
Where my fate is designed by my sinful acts,
I have heard the highest truth
from the lips of a real sadhu.
I have seen him with my own eyes,
and he has embraced me.
What else can I ask from the infinite?
Just one more thing: let him never go away from 
my heart.

Karuna Sindhu Das
Mexico

All Glories to Sri Guru and Sri Gauranga!

Dearest Srila Govinda Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances. You are the 
Light on my path. You are the Knowledge in my life. 
Thank You so very much for giving the opportu-
nity to work on my spiritual life under Your Loving 
Guidance. I truly love You, and I hope to be able 
to serve and find out what Seva is all about. Thank 
You so very much. I feel very fortunate to be able 
to contact You. Please guide me forever! I am but a 
fallen soul.

Guru Maharaj ki jay! 

Hare Krishna Hare Krishna Krishna Krishna
Hare Hare / Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama 
Hare Hare

Yours truly,
Lavanya Moyee Dasi
Utrecht Holland Europa

d
All Glories to Sri Guru and Sri Gauranga!

Gurudev, on this your appearance day,
One humble servant would like just to say,
Thank you for staying in this world below,
Radiating truth, always apropos.

From the beginning it was likewise clear,
Service to your Guru made you most dear.
Service to devotees, you made your test,
On world tours, by your grace, we’ve all
been blest.

Now your slaves will forever bow to you,
Begging, pleading:  What service we can do?
That answer we are most eager to hear.
Stay forever true to the one most dear!

Your humble aspiring servant,
Acyuta Priya Dasa

Offerings from Disciples 
Around the World
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May our desire to serve Your Grace, devotees, and holy 
mission increase unlimitedly by Your Divine Grace. 

Your aspiring servants,
Mathuranath das
Krsnangini devi dasi
Sundar Syam das
Vinodini devi dasi
U.S.A

h
Sri Sri Guru-Gauranga Jayatah

I’m an eternal fallen soul, but 
I’m the most happy because Srila 
Gurudeva is eternally my Lord. I 
have no humility, but trying my 
best, I bow down to your holy 
lotus feet on this most auspicious 
day. Dandavt pranams.

The most fallen,
Janaki Vallabha Das

h
All Glories to Sri Guru and Sri Gauranga!

gurvvabhista-supurakam 
guru-ganair asisa-sambhusitam
cintyacintya-samasta-veda-nipunam 
sri-rupa-panthanugam
govindabhidham ujjvalam vara-tanum 
bhakty anvitam sundaram
vande visva-gurun cha divya-bhagavat-premno 
hi bija-pradam

Where would we be without the Grace of Srila 
Gurudev, Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-Goswami 

Maharaj? Like a vast ocean of Prema, he invites the 
world to refresh and renew itself in the peace and 
fulfillment that can only be found in the Search for 
the Divine Realm. That Realm, and the key to attain-
ment of that Realm (service to Sri Guru and the 
Devotees) has been presented to us by the compas-
sion of the stalwart Servitors of Reality the Beautiful 
such as Srila Bhakti Raksak Sridhar Dev-Goswami 
Maharaj, Srila Bhakti Vedanta Swami Maharaja and 
their empowered Spiritual Protégé, our own beloved 
Srila Gurudev. I pray to be dragged back to his 
Divine Service.

Humbly,
Krishna-Balaram das

h
My dear Gurudeva, Srila Govinda Maharaja,

Every day I thank You for the moments when I could 
stay in Your loving association. Thank You for allow-
ing me to bow down at Your lotus feet. Thank You for 
the touch of the ocean of Your causeless mercy, when 
You allowed me, this insignificant person attached to 
the material world, to become Your disciple. On Your 
Birthday I wish You much physical strength and aus-
picious association of Your close devotees. 

With respect and love, Your servant,
Milita Madhava Das
Czech Republic

h
All Glories to Sri Sri Guru-Gauranga!

 
Respected Vaisnavas,
 
Sri Krishna, the Fountainhead Source of All, the Supreme 
Proprietor, the Cause of All Causes, has extended His 
Lotus Hand into this dark corner of His creation to save 
the fallen souls. Although He is fully capable of peform-
ing this function Personally, the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, Sri Krishna, has empowered His sincere servi-
tors to awaken sleeping souls to Krishna Consciousness.

Sri Krishna is described as raso vai sah, the reservoir of 

d
Dear Srila Gurudeva,

So many years ago, when we first came to your 
presence, You playfully revealed yourself as a hand-
some and humorous Vaisnava gentleman, guardian, 
super-servitor of the Math and friend of the aspiring 
devotees. In great humility you hid your vast glories 
from our untrained eyes with your generosity and 
affection. As the greatest mercy to our undeserv-
ing selves and the world, Srila Guru Maharaj has 
fully revealed You to the world as the most exalted 
Vaishnava Acharya and the holder of the wealth 
of the line of Srila Rupa Goswami. By the light of 
Divinity, Divinity is revealed.

We had come to the Holy Feet of Srila Guru Maharaj 
at the end of His Manifest pastimes when the sweet-
est condensed nectar of Krishna Consciousness, 
Reality the Beautiful, flowed freely from the Divine 
Personality of Srila Guru Maharaj in a very natural 
way. That sweet substance of Divine service life was 
further ornamented and enriched by His own unique 
sweetness of expression and depth of realization. We 
aspired to serve, distribute and realize that divine 
nectarine sevakathamrta, and it was You Gurudeva, 
who awakened that prospect in our lives in a substan-
tial way by generously inviting us into Your glorious 
service group. Srila Guru Maharaj had told us, “Merge 
your serving capital with a higher capitalist.” By Srila 
Guru Maharaj’s desire, You kindly accepted us as Your 
humble servitors and have opened the door in our 

hearts to our greatest spiritual prospect. Srila Guru 
Maharaj Himself stated about Your Grace: “ His con-
tribution is very great,” and “In many ways he (Srila 
Govinda Maharaj) is more qualified than me.”

sandrananda-viseshatma sri krsna karsini ca sa

Your affectionate guidance has powerfully and clear-
ly distinguished the difference between “surface” 
and “service” in the lives of the aspiring devotees. 
Demonstrating divine service in a practical way by 
Your Own Glorious life’s example, we are shown 
how selfless service to the ideal of divine distribu-
tion transforms us into “clear distribution channels” 
of the nectarine substance that is the divine flow of 
conscious, dedicated love. 

yatha yatha gaura padaravinde 
vindeta bhaktim krita punya rasih
tatha tathot-sarpathi hrdy akasmad 
radha-padambhoja sudhambu rasih

“To what extent we sacrifice ourselves in the service 
of Sri Sri Guru Gauranga and their servitors, who are 
engaged in the relief work of distribution....To that 
extent will arise the flood of nectarine substance of 
radha dasya (guru-seva) to fulfill the need of that 
service necessity.”

By aspiring to distribute the nectar service of your 
lotus feet we gain more and more nectarine capital 
for distribution. Diyo yo nah pracodayat.

We can never hope to repay the Divine Grace, Mercy 
and Affection that you have showered upon us all. 
That great mercy has taken a tangible form in our 
lives as devotees and devotional association in the 
service distribution of our Sri Chaitanya Saraswat 
Math. Srila Guru Maharaj described the “telescopic 
system” of devotional service that magnifies Divine 
Grace in our hearts by the service of the exalted 
Vaisnavas who are the extensions of the most exalt-
ed serving potency, prabhu-priya. 

gopi bhatur pada kamalaor dasa dasa anudasa
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highest form of sound which contains the highest 
form of thought, aspiration, ideal, everything.” 

In his presence, our existence is purified. At every 
moment, he gives us a taste of the infinite ocean of 
ecstasy. In his company, life is worth living. As a 
suka bird can make the fruit more sweet and taste-
ful by pecking, Sri Gurudev makes the process more 
tasteful by his presence.

When Kaliya poisoned the Yamuna waters, the 
Vrindavan cowherd boys thought, “Why should we 
worry about poisoned waters in Krishna’s presence? 
Let us drink this poisoned water.” Similarly, when 
we have come in contact with the most generous 
agent, we can think: Why should we worry about 
the results? The process in his company is more 
beautiful and more tasteful. His sweet smile can 
work miracles; his smile has the highest capturing 
potency. He has the powerful ability of capturing 
and pleasing everyone.

Srila Guru Maharaj taught us that self-dissipa-
tion (compensating others with one’s own energy 
and generosity) ultimately conquers everyone. We 
find his teachings personified in Srila Govinda 
Maharaj. In spite of his poor health, he has shown 
us self-forgetfulness to the extreme. This quality 
makes him so attractive, that no one can resist the 
desire to worship and serve him. However, after 
this extremely affectionate nature we find that he 
is serving us.

On the Holy Appearance Day of Om Visnupada 
Asttotara-Sata-Sri Srimad Bhakti Sundar Govinda 
Dev-Goswami Maharaj, the most holy of holy days, 
we beg to offer our prostrate obeisances unto his 
lotus feet. 

Your servants,
Rajaram Das, Bimala Nandini and Revati Devi Dasi
USA

h
All glories to Sri Guru and Sri Gauranga!

My dearest dearie Srila Gurudev,

Happy birthday to the greatest Guru in the world! 
Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glo-
ries to you, Srila Gurudev, on this most auspicious 
day on Earth. I am not qualified at all to write an 
offering for your Vyasa Puja because I am so fallen in 
the clutches of maya in this material world. 

Can I beg for a drop of mercy from you, Gurudev, 
for this unqualified beggar to love Sri Radha, Sri 
Krishna and all their devotees?

Thank you very much Gurudev for accepting me 
as your disciple and please forgive all my offenses, 
whether knowingly or unknowingly made. I wish 
you the very best in everything and please take good 
care of your health, Srila Gurudev.

Your daughter,
Amritamayi 
London

h
Sri Sri Guru Gauranga Jayatah

 
Dearest Srila Guru Maharaj,
 
Happy birthday! May we continue to be blessed 
everyday by your Divine Guidance and super example 
of humility and tolerance. We beg your forgiveness for 
being the most inefficient and lazy servitors and pray 
that one day we may please you in some small way. 
We will always be your surrendered souls because we 
know in our hearts that nothing is simpler or more 
beautiful than the mercy you have brought us.
 
All our affection, 
Navasundar Das, Subhadra Devi Dasi and 
Shivananda Sen Das
Australia

all rasas. Eternal loving relationships have Krishna as 
their life and center.  Yet, although He is the embodi-
ment of bliss and the Supreme Enjoyer, Sri Krishna 
has designated His Serving Potency, Sri Radha, to the 
role of inspiring the highest expressions of love. In the 
final issue, the bhakta is seeking that expression of 
love as the goal of spiritual existence. The Vaishnava-
Acharya is the dear-most agent of the Supreme Servitor, 
Sri Radha. Through the loving exchange of Sri Radha, 
Sri Krishna expresses His greatest pleasure. He is so 
attracted to that exclusive love that He even tries to 
taste the loving sentiment of Sri Radha when He mani-
fests as Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. This is the glori-
ous line in which we have incredibly found ourselves, 
solely by the grace of our Gurudeva.
 
Rare is the opportunity to take the human form. Among 
human beings, it is rare to find individuals who aspire 
for spiritual perfection. And, among those who aspire 
for perfection, most rare is one who knows Krishna in 
truth and fact. Though we are fallen and unqualified 
souls, Sri Gurudeva has overlooked our limitless faults, 
awakened our true consciousness, and endeared us to 
him by the charm and grace that he embodies and rep-
resents. His Divine Grace Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-
Goswami Maharaj perfectly exemplifies the wisdom 
and grace of such transcendental loving service.

As Sri Krishna is the embodiment of Rasa, so too is the 
dear-most servant and representative of Sri Radha, Sri 
Gurudeva, the embodiment of loving service that is the 
final repose of the jiva-souls. Sri Gurudeva can unlock 
the hearts of aspiring servants, awakening the natural 
tendency to serve and satisfy the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. Thus, Krishna sends His devotees to perform 
the magical task of transforming the suffering fallen and 
forgetful souls into joyful loving servants of the Lord. 
With endless gratitude and a willing spirit, we surren-
der ourselves over and over again to the divine loving 
service of Sri Gurudeva.  We are confident of the shelter 
of His Lotus Feet. Our great hope, our yearning, finds 
expression in our feeble attempts at service. Kindly bless 
us with the most valuable gift, love of Sri Krishna.

Pusta Krishna Das
Daru Brahma D.D.
Krishnapriya D.D.
Chaitanya Das

h
Dear Srila Gurudev,
 

Please accept my dandavat pranams 
at Your lotus feet. All glories to 
You. Thank You for saving my life. 
 
All the words in the whole world are 
not sufficient to thank You for your 
generosity, mercy, tolerance and 

affection. Surely without You I would be like a boat 
without the ocean, a field without flowers. I would be 
nobody and I would be lost. Thanks, thanks, thanks, 
many thanks for all the inspiration You give to me. 
 
By Your association, I increased my capacity to love 
and understand my duty. How can I thank You for 
this? When I remember the beauty of Your hands 
and Your mysterious glance, everything becomes all 
right. Everything makes sense. Each day, with each 
breath I take, my only objective is to help You in Your 
transcendental service. Please accept my admiration

Your eternal servant, 
Rohini Shakti Devi Dasi
Brazil

h
Jaya, Jaya Gurudev!

nama-srestham manum 
api saci-putram atra svarupam  
rupam tasyagrajam uru-purim mathurim gostavatim 
radha-kundam giri-varam aho radhika-madhavasam 
prapto yasya prathita-krpaya sri gurum tam nato ‘smi

“I am fully indebted to Sri Gurudev because he ha 
s given me so many things. He has given me the 
highest conception of the holy name of Krishna, the 
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Dearest of all Gurus, we wish to 
hear from You that Your health 
is at its best and that You have 
all the energy needed for such 
an incredibly important and 
huge mission. May all the bless-

ings from Sri Krishna be upon You at all times, and may 
the good Lord present us with the sweetness of Your 
presence for a long time.

We immensely want to thank You for Your mercy in 
accepting us as Your devotees. We are most honored 
and intensely happy. It is not a question of putting 
into words how important You are to us – that is not 
possible. We just have to thank You and thank You 
again for all the good that our eyes and hearts are 
able to see under You mercy. Dandavat pranams, our 
most adored Srila Gurudev!

Beloved Srila Gurudev, we are now under the shelter 
of the Sri Chaitanya Sridhar Govinda Seva Ashram / 
Krishna Shaktí Ashram, aspiring to be at Your service.

Please, accept once again our dandavat pranams at Your 
lotus feet and forgive us if we have committed any offense 
while writing to Your Holy Personality. Jaya Srila Bhaktí 
Sundar Govinda Maharaj’s Vyasa Puja Day! With love in 
our hearts, we wish a long life to You, Srila Gurudev.

Your humble servants,
Deva Bandhu Das
Nanda Priya Devi Dasi
Brazil

g
To our Gurudev,

Dandavats. Thank you for chanting the sacred sound 
of Krishna’s name in my life. My soul and heart are 
very happy because I can listen to this blessing and 
dance with our family in your glory. 

With love, 
Shivananda Sena Das
Brazil 

g
My Dear Srila Gurudev,

Please accept my dandavat 
pranams. I am greatly fortunate 
to be your disciple, yet I do not 
know the extent of my fortune 
because I do not know who my 
Gurudev really is. It is not even in 
my capacity to understand; there-

fore, I cannot properly glorify you. You are saving my 
husband and I from the ocean of misconceptions, and 
this is our greatest happiness. Oh Gurudev, I am so 
happy you came into my life!

Servant of your servant,
Amiyakanti Devi Dasi
Canada

g
My dear Srila Gurudev,

om ajnana timirandhasya jnananjaya salakaya
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri gurave namah

You opened my eyes and gave me new life. I am not 
able describe my love for you. That’s why I simply 
pray to be able to serve you forever. 

Your insignificant servant,
Vidya Sundar Das
Canada

g
Dearest Srila Gurudev,

On this very auspicious day of your appearance I 
am trying to write to you on behalf of my family, 
what little that I am able, to show my gratitude for 
your lotus feet. To understand the position of the 
Guru one needs to be situated on a transcendental 
platform, but since I am a conditioned soul, how can 

g
All Glories to Sri Guru and Sri Gauranga 

All Glories to your Divine Grace, the crest jewel of 
all Paramahamsa’s, How fortunate we all are to have 
your loving guidance and fatherly affection in our 
budding spiritual lives; you are a living example, a 
lighthouse, an aspiration. You provide a clear path 
to follow in your exalted service to your own much-
esteemed Guru, Srila Bhakti Raksak Sridhar Dev-
Goswami Maharaj.

Wherever you go a festival must follow, you being 
the leader of one of Mahaprabhu’s sankirtan parties. 
All those sincere souls who have been experienc-
ing a separation from your Divine Grace for such a 
long time are now an ocean of smiles and laughter 
at getting your association once again. For so long 
you have carried the flag of Mahaprabhu by serving 
your Guru. Born in a brahmin family, you joined the 
mission at eighteen years of age, and since have gone 
through so many trials and poor health. “A natural 
Paramahamsa,” your Srila Guru Maharaj says about 
you. You are always in the saddle, leading us into 
battle with a never-ending supply of Krishna katha 
to douse the flames of maya.

With your eye on the eye of the bird, we know our 
protection is guaranteed. Only our insincerity, faults 
and anartas can be to blame for any deviation. Please 
forgive me, this fly in the ointment, for any distur-
bance I have given to Your Divine Grace. On this, 
your holy appearance day, may you be surrounded 
by thousands of disciples and rightly glorified by 
those you hold near and dear. Your Divine Grace is a 
pillar of Divine Truth.

Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-Gowami Maharaj 
ki jaya! 

Dwarakesh Das
London Math

g
All glories to you, Srila Gurudev, 
on your Appearance Day and 
every day. Thanks for your mercy 
and kindness to me, and all the 
devotees and beings. Your smile 
enlivens us all.

This picture shows me about five weeks ago. The puppy 
dog’s name is Poncho and he has about tripled in size 
since then... he is a big combination of fun and trouble. 
  
Most sincerely, 
Amiya Krsna Das
USA

g
Dearest Srila Gurudev,

On this most auspicious occasion 
I offer my sincere gratitude for 
the mercy and kindness You have 
shown this insignificant soul. I 
can only pray that I may some 
day, by Your inconceivable mercy, 
realize my true position as Your 

eternal servitor, and surrender and dedicate myself 
fully unto You. 

Praying that I may always have the opportunity to 
serve Your holy lotus feet,

Your servant,
Ashapurna Dasi 
U.K.

g
All Glories to Sri Sri Guru Gauranga!

Beloved Srila Gurudev!
Please accept our dandavat pranams at Your lotus feet and may 
our obeisances always be with You and Your associates. 
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d
All Glories to Sri Guru and Sri Gauranga!

A Sri Vyasa Puja offering to Sri 
Srila B.S. Govinda Maharaj on 
the occasion of His seventy-fifth 
appearance in this world.

All of us are directly or indirectly 
connected with His inimitable per-

sonality. We have been under His unlimited protec-
tion since the moment we took shelter and refuge at 
His lotus feet. Since that moment, everyone who calls 
himself a devotee has real independence because the 
meaning of devotee is to be fully surrendered to Sri 
Krishna, Sri Guru and His devotees, and devotees of 
those devotees. Whoever does not understand this 
principle will not find taste and inspiration in their 
daily service to the Supreme Lord.

In this light we should see His Divine Grace Srila 
B.S. Govinda Maharaj. Inspired by the example of 
His own spiritual master Srila Sridhar Maharaj, He 
does not do anything other than serve Him and all 
of His own disciples, well-wishers and friends in full 
devotion and humility.

It is known that the only hope for a soul captured by 
maya is the mercy of the Lord. And at this point we 
see how exceptional and important a position is that 
of Srila Govinda Maharaj in this world. Those who 
have had the opportunity to meet Him personally 
will testify that He is a person of exceptional char-
acter. He opens His arms to the whole world, and 
anyone who sincerely opens his heart will obtain an 
ocean of mercy and enjoy His full protection. In this 
sense, there is no difference between the Lord and 
Sri Guru.

That is why there is no choice for those connected 
with Him but to worship Him with love, serve Him 
humbly, have full faith in Him and keep the promises 
that they gave to Him. Only in this way can they avoid 
painful reactions in their lives and obtain transcen-
dental taste, energy and their real spiritual position.

This should be our goal of life, and we must be 
unlimitedly thankful to His Divine Grace Srila 
Govinda Maharaj for this chance He gives to all. 
For this reason we today worship and celebrate His 
transcendental compassion, mercy, form, humility, 
energy, love, position, smile, pastimes, words, pro-
tection, nectar, trust in us, nature, wisdom, good-
ness, service, surrender, austerity, inspiration, toler-
ance and many, many other exceptional qualities 
that are to be found in His exalted personality.

I wish Him a perfect celebration for His Sri Vyasa Puja 
in a circle of His nearest devotees. I know for sure 
that on this day He will give Himself even more to all 
in order to fulfill the wish of His Guru Maharaj. That 
is, to distribute pure devotional service to the Holy 
Name and Lotus Feet of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
and the Vaisnava’s. Hare Krishna!

Humbly,
Bilvamangala Das

d
All glories to Srila Bhakti Sundar 
Govinda Maharaj—to my Guru, my 
savior, my friend, my protector, my 
well-wisher, my rectifier, my guar-
dian and guide, my deliverer from 
evil, my light in darkness, my lea-
der, my fortune, my beginning, and 

hopefully my never-end. Be the only lord of my life.

All glories to Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Maharaj—
my truth and animation, my longstanding, my 
always-with-me, never taking offence, my always-
tolerant, honest and good, my giver and maintainer 
of wealth, my illuminator. My Guru is my justice and 
law, my many suns, my many moons. Always you are 
present—showing, guiding, revealing, lightening, 
correcting, interrupting, intervening and insisting: 
go the way to rightness, to love, to truth, to surrender, 
to simplicity, to humility and purity. You are always 
teaching and showing: look how to be a friend, be 
adjusted, don’t judge, learn to love, be unassuming, 
be happy, be lighter. My Guru, my lord, my life: you 

I describe the glories and the position of the Guru? 
The power of the illusory energy is such that it clouds 
the conditioned soul’s consciousness so that he for-
gets his eternal relationship with Guru and Krishna. 
  
So I always pray to have faith and to receive inspira-
tion from the verses in the prayer ‘Gurudev’ by Srila 
Bhaktivinoda Thakur. “Gurudev give me strength, 
give me your help, make me become as you are 
without desires or aspirations, so that I can have the 
energy to know you correctly. Then, by chanting the 
Holy Name in great ecstasy my offenses will cease. 
Your mercy is all that I am made of.”

Lord Chaitanya planted the tree of love for God in 
Navadwip, which gave such sweet fruits that the 
Lord started to distribute them to everyone without 
distinction. Now with the benediction of Guru Varga 
you are mercifully carrying on this mission.
 
We pray to eternally be considered your aspiring 
servants. 

Atula Krsna Das
Lasyamayi Dasi
Tulasi Priya Dasi
Italy

d
All glories to Sri Guru and Sri Gauranga!

Jaya Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-Goswami 
Maharaj!

Dear Srila Gurudev,
 

On the auspicious celebration of 
your appearance, regardless of 
my lack of qualification, I have 
attempted to compose some 
verses that pronounce your glo-
ries. I pray that you will extract 
whatever sincerity is contained 

within them and forgive any offences caused by my 
ignorance, egotism or complacency. 

Your life is a tribute to your Guru Maharaj;
The sweetest sacrifice that one can make.
Leading the way with a humble bow,
Sincere souls following in your wake,
You embody the subtleties of divine play;
An Acharyya in every sense of the word.
Expressing the truth in a loving way,
May your glories ever be heard.

Surcharging matter with divinity,
You reveal the Lord throughout the world.
Serving the servants with opportunity;
Your holy feet a treasure to hold.

Your dignity is concealed with humility,
The safe that guards your special grace.
Devoid of scholarly futility,
The perfect receptor of loving faith.

The highest conclusions worship your mouth,
Ever aspiring a place on your lips.
No other residence could be found,
To house divine relationship.

Aspiring to sincerely desire
the service of your servants,
Abhinavasundar Das

d
All Glories to Sri Guru and Sri Gauranga

  
Dear Guru Maharaj,

Please accept my obeisance. I am Taradeva from 
Sitiawan, Malasyia. My father’s name is Chaitanya 
Vigraha Das. I would like to wish His Divine Grace 
a happy seventy-fifth birthday.

Your humble servants,
Mother Indurekha 
Sister Vedadarshini
Madhavi Devi Dasi
Taradeva  
Sitiawan, Malaysia    
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tion to never end. I wish with all my heart to be able to 
continue serving you as best I can. 

Your aspiring servant,
Annapurna Devi Dasi 
Soquel, California

h
All Glories to Sri Sri Guru-Gauranga!

Happy New Year and Happy Birthday Srila 
Gurudev.

I’m choosing a way that is new, 
To say something just about You. 
The ease of Your style 
Makes everyone smile.  
Oh, Gurudev, about You this is true. 
  
Like a bird soaring high in the blue, 
My thoughts are reaching for You. 
You’re perfect and right, 
From morning ‘till night  
This is my point of view. 
  
Your “coolness” is more than a habit; 
It’s elusive; one can’t seem to grab it. 
You’re as cool and as slick 
As a neat magic trick. 
And you don’t need a hat or a rabbit. 
  
It’s amazing what someone can do, 
When aided by someone like You. 
I’m glad I have told 
Your help is pure gold 
And You give it so willingly, too! 
  
I see that a new year is starting. 
The old one quite soon will be parting. 
Happy New Year and Happy Birthday to You 
Srila Gurudev. 

From Your insignificant servants,
Dipta Krishna Das and members of the Vaisnava 
Seva Society 
Mauritius

h
My dear Srila Gurudev,

I wish you a very happy and wonder-
ful birthday! Have lots of fun riding 
your scooter! Thank you for coming 
to our house and blessing it with 
your lotus feet. We had a wonderful 
time with you here. I would like to 
take first initiation from you before 

you leave, my dear Srila Govinda Maharaj.                 
                                                      
With love,
Sita Dasi (six years old)
San Jose, California

h
Dear Govinda Maharaj, 

Happy Vyasa Puja! I offer my hum-
ble obeisances to your lotus feet. I 
am so happy and thankful now that 
you have given me second initiation. 
I have offered arotik to the deities in 
San Jose. Thank you so much. I have 
always been so excited to do arotik, 

that on the first day of offering aratik, I truly felt as if 
I was doing the best service I have ever done. Offering 
arotik to the deities is a great honor and good fortune. 
Thank you for coming to our home and blessing it 
with your lotus, auspicious feet. We had a wonderful 
time. I hope you come to our house again. Being with 
you for these past days and listening to your darshan 
has been very pleasant. Listening to your stories is just 
wonderful and they fill my heart with joy. Thank you 
for everything, especially your mercy. Dandavats.
      
Your humble servant,
Rohini Devi Dasi (11 years old)
San Jose, California  

h
Dear Srila Govinda Maharaj,

Happy Vyasa Puja! I am very thankful that you are here 

are always present, always holding my hand, guiding 
me through. You are always patient, always kind, 
always tolerant and generous. 

‘Guru’ is the most beautiful transcendental sound 
and revelation and has the most beautiful tran-
scendental meaning. All glories to Srila Govinda 
Maharaj, our most beautiful Guru. All glories to my 
Guru. Please forgive me and accept my most humble 
obeisances with folded hands to your lotus feet.

Divyasari Devi Dasi
U.K.

All glories to Sri Sri Guru-Gauranga

All glories to the guardian of my devotion, Srila 
Bhakti Sundar Govinda Maharaj

All glories to Srila Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Dear Srila Govinda Maharaj,

One more time you came to Ven-
ezuela, and you taught us with 
your divine example about the in-
tense desire to follow the instruc-
tions of Srila Guru Maharaj. Per-
haps one day I will be able to make 
some service to your personality, or 

maybe to one devotee engaged in your service. Dur-
ing your visit, you taught me how far I am from get-
ting your grace, but I will try to keep myself within 
the range of your service. So that one day I can en-
gage in the satisfaction of His Divine Grace. Please, 
Srila Gurudev, give this servant the opportunity to 
serve you properly and the ability to chant the Holy 
Name for the rest of my life. You are Sri Nityananda; 
therefore, I can get the opportunity of your shelter. 
 
Your unworthy servant,
Purujit Das
Caracas, Venezuela

h
All Glories to Sri Sri Guru-Gauranga 

Gandharvika Giridhari

All Glories to Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-
Goswami Maharaj!

Dear Srila Gurudev, 

Please accept my fallen obeisances 
at your lotus feet. In no plain words 
could I describe my genuine grati-
tude for your endless tolerance for 
me as your disciple. Yet there is one 
sloka that I think of throughout the 
day that fills my heart with joy. I 

offer this unto your magnanimous personality:

om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya  
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

Having memorized the translation of this beautiful 
sloka, each time I repeat it I am constantly reminded 
of your instructions and your mercy. This sloka 
describes how a guru helps the disciple see the envi-
ronment as favorable. Thus each time I offer this 
sloka in obeisances, your mercy helps me adjust my 
vision to see everything as Krishna’s arrangement. 
 
I also have the extreme fortune of assisting Srimati 
Sanatani Devi Dasi and Srimati Sureshvari Devi Dasi in 
the kitchen. These two Vaisnava’s have been eternally 
kind and tolerant to me and have given me the connec-
tion to attempt to serve your lotus feet. This miniscule 
service with them has given me so much happiness. 
I pray for a taste of devotion and desire to serve you 
as they are always doing. Witnessing their non-stop 
service mood I am realizing more and more how low I 
truly am. Although they are teaching me tolerance and 
humility, they are always encouraging me and showing 
me the real joy in serving. As all of your disciples and 
Vaisnava’s do, they engage me in your service, fulfilling 
my life’s aspirations. Your visit here, and simply your 
presence, has inspired me, and I pray for this inspira-
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because of their offences, have the chance to be sur-
rendered servants at your lotus feet. Thank you for 
your existence.

Jaya Gurudev!

Ananda Krishna Das
Caracas, Venezuela

g
Dear Srila Gurudev,

You have rescued the lost souls in this universe 
touching our hearts and making them overflow with 
love and sweetness. Because of you, and with your 
protection, I feel blessed; I know that nothing is more 
valuable in this existence than to have your loving 
association. My life has meaning since you accepted 
me and gave me the shelter of your lotus feet.

The entire universe can seem dark and fearsome but 
you make it shine. Fear can exist in my heart when 
I think of the immensity of everything, but with 
your light I feel some faith. This allows me to keep 
searching for your association and giving my heart. 
Since I met you I know that there is no loneliness! 
You always appear in my life like my guardian to 
comfort me. This faith exists because of your love.

Always at your lotus feet,
Rukmini Devi Dasi
Columbia 

g
All glories to Sri Guru and Sri Gauranga!

All glories to Srila Guru Maharaj!

All glories to our beloved master Srila Govinda 
Maharaj!

On this special day we feel very happy to offer you 
our obeisances and a big hug. Our Lordships Sri Sri 
Gaura Nitai have also given us this opportunity to ex-
press how proud and lucky we feel because we have 

been accepted for your 
unlimited mercy. Many 
souls on this planet are 
searching for relief, and 
only your exalted per-
sonality can satisfy this 
need. In the meantime 
we feel that our debt with 
you is increasing, and we 

have no capacity to repay you.  On this auspicious day, 
we pray to Sri Sri Gaura Nitai for the capacity to sat-
isfy you, beloved Srila Gurudev.

We are sending our best wishes and a big, warm hug.

Mayeswar Das 
Ragamayi Devi Dasi
Brazil

g
All glories to Sri Sri Guru-Gauranga!

All glories to Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Maharaj!

On the day of your appearance, Lord Krishna made 
a plan to give us shelter after the departure of holy 
Vaisnava’s such as Srila Prabhupada and Srila Guru 
Maharaj. It is only by your grace, Srila Gurudev, that 
we can understand the nectarine meanings given by 
the Vaisnava’s. Without your guidance our life would 
be full of faults that can drive us away from the goal 
of our lives. What can encourage us more than your 
causeless mercy? When we see the affection and the 
tolerance that you are giving to us, we only have to 
be sure that we will achieve some of your mercy.  I 
hope to be a recipient of that rain of affection that 
you are bestowing upon us. I just hope to get a drop 
of your grace.

An aspiring servant,
Hrday Krishna Das 

with us in California on this happy occasion. I am very 
lucky to have your wonderful association. You always 
show me the right path when I am distracted. I want to 
thank you for blessing my whole family by coming to our 
house. That visit was the most memorable occasion for 
my family and I. If I am fortunate enough, please bless 
us again by coming to our house. I am a very fallen soul, 
so please forgive my offenses and engage me in your ser-
vice. I pay my dandavats to your holy lotus feet.
                                
Your humble servant,
Nandarani Devi Dasi 
San Jose, California

h
All glories to Sri Sri Guru-Gauranga

All glories to Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-
Goswami Maharaj

My dear Srila Gurudev,

I am always thinking of the beau-
tiful and shining sun; of the rain 
that wets the beautiful flowers; of 
the rainbow that goes across the 
Vrindavan forest; of the beautiful 
rain that wets your lotus feet; of 
the moon that illuminates the big 

way of devotion; of the flowers that decorate your 
pure body. You are, Srila Govinda Maharaj, bestow-
ing your infinite mercy upon all the fallen souls.

Your unworthy servant,
Kamala Nayan Devi Dasi
Caracas, Venezuela

h
All glories to Sri Sri Guru-Gauranga

All glories to Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-
Goswami Maharaj

Dearest Srila Gurudev,

You are like the most beautiful lotus flower that exists 

 in the pastimes of Nabadwip. You 
are the light that brightens my 
dark path. Thank you for existing 
in my life.

Yogesvari Devi Dasi
Caracas, Venezuela

h
All Glories to Sri Sri Guru-Gauranga

All Glories to Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-
Goswami Maharaj

My dearest Gurudev!

I am always remembering your smiling face adorned 
with tilak and your sweet mood of always giving 
respect and honor to others. For me you are the 
perfect reminder of how, with great endeavor, you are 
serving your Gurudev. Your mercy is, time and again, 
nourishing your disciples so that we can somehow 
serve Sri Sri Parama Karuna Nitai Gaurachandra.

Missing you very much, with love and affection,

Vrinda Devi Dasi
Caracas, Venezuela

g
All glories to Sri Sri Guru-Gauranga

All glories to Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-
Goswami Maharaj

Dear Srila Gurudev,

My words are too little to hold my 
feelings for you. You are the light 
on the path of shadows. I don’t 
know what to say, but I think that 
all the people in the world will 
always need your divine love. All 
the fallen souls, born in this world 
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Maharaj. This tiny, insignificant, aspiring servitor 
prays to be allowed to continue towards your unlim-
ited transcendental service world.       

Asraya Vigraha Das

g
On this very special day, I only 
want to say to you, Srila Gurudev, 
that I am trying to be a better 
person so that you are happy with 
me.  All glories to you.  

 
Govinda Vilasa Das
Colombia

g
To the Guru of Guru’s, Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda 
Maharaj

Your glories are endless, Srila Gurudev, 
and your life is miraculous.
From village boy to Jagad-Guru, 
Master of the Universe.
Music, Sanskrit, Astrology, Preaching, 
Management, Family, Master of all.
Your great humility, your Brahmastra, 
your huge heart is our saving grace.

All your pastimes bring joy to the hearts 
of the fortunate listeners.
The people and places that touched 
your life are now long famous.
Eternal Divine Servitor of your beloved 
dear Srila Guru Maharaj,
From the tender age of seventeen, 
his heir apparent and successor.
Your sannyas pastimes are proof of your position,
Your name never changing, the vision and service intact.
Time, place and circumstance – 
all very important to you,
Your thoughtful care and attention to detail, 
noticed by all.

You are Srila Prabhupada’s favorite son,
Dedicated Servitor of the Mission of 
Srila Guru Maharaj.
You are the giver of the Holy Name, 
the planter of the seed of Bhakti,
The servant and friend of our Guru Varga, 
families and well-wishers.

You have a pocket full of answers, 
the medicine for our western disease, 
But all knowledge can be found in just 
one grain of sand from your pocket.
Defender Lion of the Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math,
Protector of the Sridhar-Saraswati line.

While circumambulating Srimati Tulasi Devi, 
you step from country to country,
Liberating all living entities as you go, 
just like Lord Nityananda.
Your life is full of miracles that seem 
to happen every day.
Just to have heard your glories I feel 
my life has had some purpose.

What to speak of your rare holy darshan, 
your all-encouraging words of advice
And your all-capturing, all-healing smile 
is the elixir of our lives.
You explode Krishna Consciousness in 
the hearts of your followers,
My Lord and Master please allow me to 
serve your servant’s servant.

I never realized that you knew I was alone 
here in Germany
Until this time in London, Srila Gurudev.
You were with me all this time. 
Please forgive me my Lord and Master.
All glories to your beautiful holy lotus feet.

I beg you Srila Gurudev, please allow 
this lost servant and bad disciple
A tiny corner in your garden, and maybe 
one day I may take birth as your dog.
I would rather be your loyal dog than a 
bad disciple, as I am now.

g
Sri Sri Guru-Gauranga Jayatah

Dear Srila Gurudev, Jagad-Guru, His Divine Grace 
Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-Goswami Maharaj,

Another year has gone, and though I wish to fully 
glorify you on your divine appearance day, like a child 
I cannot find adequate words to describe your form, 
beauty and glories. Much time has passed since, by 
your unfathomable mercy, I was allowed to sit at your 
holy lotus feet in aparadha-bhajan-pat, Sri Nabadwip 
Dham, in the company of those ananya-bhaktas who 
adore you with sincere hearts. What good fortune this 
is. Actually my fortune is extremely meager; only by 
the association of those dear to you do I have any for-
tune and a chance for a life of spiritual integrity.

I take so much for granted Srila Gurudev, and like 
a fool I fail to build on the mercy, compassion and 
affection given to me by you. The transcendental 
path is lit; you are the torchbearer, the shining light 
for Mahaprabhu’s cause, but mesmerized by maya, I 
sometimes happily skip in another direction. However 
foolish I am, I am deeply indebted to you for all you 
have given this insignificant soul, especially for the 
concern and kindness you showed for my mother at 
her recent passing. Indeed the whole world is indebted 
to you. Bhakti-siddhanta vani springs from your lotus 
mouth and darkness departs. Anyone can see by the 
way your divine family is ecstatically growing that you 
truly bring life, light and purpose to this plane devoid 
of spiritual vision.
 
You are so perfectly continuing the tradition of our 
glorious line, and your transcendental books, many 
that they are, are illuminating, beautiful and give 
comfort and shelter. Recently my son Prema Nama, at 
the request of one of our family member’s in America, 
recorded a happy event from your First World Tour 
here in Australia onto disc (from video). He was just 
three years of age at the time, and he is now nearly 
sixteen. This service gave him a lot of joy and he was 
very happy to hear he had done it so nicely.  You infect 
everyone, Srila Gurudev, with joy and happiness.

My children and I hope your health is gradually 
improving and hope you will be with us for many more 
years. I know the festivities on your divine appearance 
day will be glorious and wondrous for there are many 
who love you and aspire to serve you perfectly. I can 
only lament that we cannot be there with our fam-
ily members to sing your glories on your special day. 
Happy Appearance Day Srila Gurudev.

In separation,
Your lowly servants,
Dinatarini Dasi 
Anu Dasi
Prema Nama Das (son)
Madhumati Devi Dasi (daughter)
Australia

g
All Glories to Sri Sri Guru-Gauranga

Dear Srila Gurudev,

Please accept my heartfelt dandavat pranams. 
All glories to your seventy-sixth transcendental 
appearance day. 

Gurudev’s smiles, like the rising sun. 
Gurudev’s compassion, as deep as the ocean. 
Gurudev’s wisdom, as vast as the Vedic cosmos.
Gurudev’s lila, inspiring all who are aspiring for 
truth and love of God.
Gurudev’s presence, manifesting all 
transcendental instructions.
Gurudev’s mission, an Oasis Supreme 
for the fallen souls.
Gurudev’s form, manifesting Divinity 
for the darshan of all souls.
Gurudev’s love, boundless like the spiritual sky.
Gurudev’s mercy, non-different from Lord 
Nityananda and Mahaprabhu. 

On this Supreme Day this world is blessed and privi-
leged to have this transcendental opportunity to 
glorify Krishna’s pure devotee. All Glories to Jagad-
Guru, His Divine Grace Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda 
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Your holy presence, but for some reason I’m here 
with You. I hope with all my heart to have always 
the association of the devotees. Please forgive all my 
offences and accept my full dandavats.

Your insignificant,
Anukulchandra Das
Italy

h
saksad-dharitvena samasta sastrair
uktas tatha bhavyata eva sadbhih
kintu prabhor yah priya eva tasya
vande guroh sri caranaravindam

The revealed sastra states that guru should be wor-
shipped as non-different from the Supreme Lord 
Himself. That soul whose will is dovetailed cent-
per-cent to Sri Bhagavan Krishna is to be considered 
one with God. The light and loving guidance shines 
resplendent from that person, the perfect example of 
divine loving kindness, sense control, mercy, care 
and compassion for the whole creation. They fill the 
role of well-wishing father, mother, friend, and lover 
to all living entities.

acaryam mam vijaniyan nava manyeta karhicit
na martya-buddyasuyeta sarva-devamayo guruh

The Lord Himself, Sri Krishna, has declared that 
He is the Acharyya, working through a favored soul 
to reveal the example of His perfect love and devo-
tion. Through Sri Guru, he also exhibits the way to 
re-establish our perfect relationship with Him and 
all those fortunately connected to Him. You, Srila 
Govinda Maharaj, are that road map guiding all 
willing souls home to their internal, eternal identi-
ties, reciprocating anandam with the whole creation. 
You are the sum total of all the demigods’ auspicious 
qualities, and, I might add, the sum total of our glo-
rious guru varga.

So although we find a firmament of blazing bright 
Acharyyas in our Rupanuga Parampara, from Srila 
Vyasadev to Lord Brahma, through Lord Chaitanya 
to Srila

Rupa Goswami, all the way to our beloved Srila Sridhar 
Maharaj; real tangible confirmation of our connection 
and development, our faith and sincerity, will all be 
found in the living presence of our present Acharyya.

Many may come to the Holy Name of Krishna on this 
planet. Yet Krishna has stated: “Verily only those 
who are the servants of My servants are truly my ser-
vants.” So then again we find another wave claiming 
to come in the name of the Lord’s foremost beloved 
Acharyya of all Acharyya’s: Srimati Radharani. For 
it is said to receive the grace of Krishna, we are to 
surrender to his energy (Srimati Thakurani).

syamac chavalam prapadye savalac 
chyamam prapadye

To receive Her Divine Grace we are to surrender to 
Him; and He tells us that this is tangibly activated 
through His Divine servitor, the Acharyya.

yasya prasadad bhagavat-prasado
yasyaprasadat na gatih kuto pi
dhayam stuvams tasya yasas tri-sandhyam
vande guroh sri caranaravindam

By the mercy of Krishna we receive Guru, and by 
the mercy of Guru, Krishna’s grace will come to us. 
Without it there is no hope of advancement, no light, 
no love, and no life. Of course Guru is Krishna’s 
grace; he is endowed and empowered with all that 
we need and all we could ever hope for. Tomara karu-
na sara: that mercy is our life and soul; our wealth 
and our pleasure. So only through saranagati and 
complete faith in the genuine representative of Their 
grace can we hope to find our real life; to discover 
our eternal siddha svarup. All fulfillment, nourish-
ment and sustenance are to be found in service to 
your lotus feet, Oh Vaisnava Thakur.

Our japa can only be real through you; our speech 
can only be true through you. Our relationships are 
all perfected through you, and our emptiness finds 
fulfillment in you. Our mundane gossip becomes 
enlivened Hari katha through you, and the eyes of 

Your lotus feet are the sun of hope in my 
life of darkness and ignorance.

Your humbly aspiring servant and disciple,
Pranasis Das
Germany

h
Dear Srila Gurudev,

I try to offer my heart at your beau-
tiful lotus feet and pray that it may 
be of service to you somehow.

Your servant,
Damayanti Dasi
U.K. 

h
Dearest Most Holy Srila Gurudev,

Although I have no entrance or 
qualification to do so, I nonethe-
less celebrate this day when you 
appeared among us, simply for our 
benefit. By the shining sun of Srila 
Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur, 
and focused by the sharp penetrat-

ing lens of Srila Bhakti Raksak Sridhar Dev-Goswami 
Mahraj, you appear before us as a bright flame in this 
hideous darkness of the cave of exile, showing the 
way to the exit and freedom.

There can be no explaining the providence by which 
one is granted connection to the saragrahi  vaisnava. 
The Lord keeps to Himself these mysterious, aston-
ishing plays for His own pleasure and amusement. 
Because we cannot gaze upon the Divine with our 
unaided senses, He allows Himself to be projected 
for our salvation through His dear most servants, the 
Rupanugas, in unbroken succession without change 
or taint of material contamination.

In my own life, and present distance from your lotus 
feet, the image of your servants and devotees on 
the internet is enough to gladden my heart for days 

on end, what to speak of news and images of your 
divine grace and smiling affectionate countenance. If 
separation can kill, at least in its mercy it allows the 
sufferer to exit their miseries smiling in hope and 
certitude of renewed effort later on.

For some reason, I have been the recipient of your 
personal attention, mercy and forgiveness. How can 
this be? Only the rishis can explain; and even then, 
it is beyond belief or conception. This alone is the 
only true success and ecstasy the wandering jiva can 
hope to attain in this plane. All else is the glint of 
artificial baubles, which fade with exposure to the 
air within days.

I offer my obeisances a thousand times and entreat 
that I may one day glimpse the full significance of 
being able to do so.

Your servant,
Jatindra Mohan Das
Forever of Santa Cruz, California, now living in 
Brooklyn, New York

h
Dear Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-Goswami 
Maharaj,

Please accept my obeisances at Your lotus feet on this 
special day, the auspicious day of Your holy appear-
ance. This year I had the special fortune to follow 
You during Your world tour. I feel so thankful for the 
things I saw and the chance to be with the Acharyya, 
the person who teaches by example, traveling for 
Mahaprabhu’s mission. 

Truthfully I don’t think I have realized who You are, 
but I know for sure You are my Gurudev and You are 
still giving me a lot—more than I deserve. I would be 
really happy to see Your health improving and You 
coming back to India in a good way. You gave all of 
Yourself coming here, and my desire is that You can 
come back in good health, inspiring the devotees.

It is amazing having You here for Your Vyasa Puja. I 
don’t deserve the association of senior devotees and 
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d
Dear Srila Gurudev,

Repeatedly, I offer my sincere obeisances to the dust of 
Your holy lotus feet. You have shown me my real posi-
tion and You have given real meaning to my former 
empty life. Now I have an aspiration, a clear objective. 
 
You gave me unlimited mercy. You are an ocean of 
mercy to all living creatures. Serving Your divine will 
is the topmost position. Only You can save us from 
the torment of being imprisoned here in this place of 
death, far away from our real position as eternal souls.

How can I appear in the front of an assembly of 
Vaisnava’s without feeling completely ashamed? I am 
guilty of innumerable offenses, guilty of many, many 
sins, life after life. I beg for Your mercy.

Under Your guidance, the most glorious flag of 
Harinam sankirtan is standing high in the whole 
world. May I always be under this flag. Please give 
me the chance to be near the dust of Your footsteps

O beacon of sacred light and love! Please, light inside 
me the pyre of divine love that burns away all igno-
rance and sin! O Srila Gurudev! May I burn in this 
blissful fire of the all-conquering Krishna Nama!

Your aspiring servant, 
Braja Kumar Das

d
All glories to Sri Guru and Sri Gauranga

Sweet Master, Srila Govinda 
Maharaj, please accept my danda-
vat pranams at your lotus feet! I 
never imagined that I would know 
the divine. Nor did I think that I 
would arrive so close to God. But 
Srila Govinda Maharaj opened the 

doors and Krishna touched my heart. 
 

How can I say anything that has the power to depict 
the marvelous blessing of being so close to your 
lotus feet? I have always searched for the path that 
could guide me according to the instructions of 
God. Thanks to your blessing my heart has assumed 
the command of my acts and of my mind. Now, my 
heart understands that the Divine is not someone 
who punishes. On the contrary, He pours His nectar 
without differentiating, always with the same good-
ness, the same love.
 
It enchants me to be sure that God can have the 
appearance of a child working with cattle, who 
plays, spreads love and teaches the true understand-
ing of the meaning of life.
 
Finding Him was like receiving from the sky a light 
that will never cease to illuminate my steps and my 
acts in this life. I beseech you to accept my humble 
reverence. Please accept the sincere, true and uncon-
ditional love of someone who is thankful every 
moment for the good fortune of being able to call 
you my Guru.
 
Isha Nandini Devi Dasi

Eternally grateful for the illuminated friendship 
and kindness of Rohini Shakti Didi and Swami B. V. 
Trivikram, who started me upon this path.
Krishna Shakti Ashram
Brazil

d
All Glories to Sri Guru and Sri Gauranga

gurvvabhista-supurakam guru-ganair 
asisa-sambhusitam 
cintyacintya-samasta-veda-nipunam 
sri-rupa panthanugam 

the soul are opened by your grace. You animate our 
footsteps to dance; otherwise, we are no more than 
statues. You can make a lame man dance, this dumb 
man sing, a coward stand and the arrogant bow.

All auspiciousness rains around your presence, 
turning a desert into an oasis. Like a kalpa vrksa, 
all sincere desires are fulfilled in your darshan. The 
riddle of our existence is revealed through you. Srila  
Bhakti Sundar Govinda Maharaj: the Sannyasa King 
of beautiful devotion. Not just any beauty, but incon-
ceivable divine beauty. So:

yadyapi amara guru-caitanyera dasa tathapi janiye 
ami tanhara prakasa

Although you are obviously the dedicated anan-
ya servitor of Guru Maharaj and Sri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu, peering a wee bit deeper we see the 
full-blown manifestation of Mahaprabhu’s mission 
crystallizing in all you touch and all you speak and 
do. We can detect Sri Krishna Chaitanya within your 
heart and surrounding your resplendent effulgent 
figure of charming substance. In that non-different 
living Gita Gauranga-Govinda sanga we can’t help 
but rejoice. Maybe from a great distance, hence a 
touch of sadness that providence has kept us from 
your company, but nonetheless our hearts can sing 
‘ki jaya’ with great pride and quiet jubilation at this 
wonder of wonders, as Guru Maharaj’s vision splen-
didly unfolds around the world through your dedi-
cated and unique service mood. Like the Goswamis 
you simultaneously protect, distribute, taste and 
enhance the jeweled conclusions and revelations of 
Srila Guru Maharaj’s sweet heart and soul.

This is your life of inestimable great fortune, and our 
fortune for the moments we have swum in the ocean 
of your divine distributing company. All glories to 
your grace on this most auspicious, special event.

Your insignificant servant of the servant,
Madhura Krishna
Australia

d

Vyasa Puja offering to my Divine Master,
Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-Goswami Maharaj.

Blessed the day 
My Lord and Master 
Appeared in that holy place, 
Sripat Bamunpara. 
He came with a divine torch 
To give spiritual light  
But we fallen souls rejected it and kept 
The faith in mundane sparks. 
  
Oh! What a misdeed; 
Misled by the witch, 
Cheated by perversity, 
Far from the refuge  
Of my family and friends. 
  
But my Master came to rescue 
His servant and declare 
The only hope of the human race: 
Humbleness, tolerance and respect. 
  
The message of Guru Maharaj  
Glorified it has been by his life. 
May all adore his lotus feet, 
And the entire Earth know 
There is a savior, there is a chance: 
His Divine Grace, 
Srila Govinda Maharaj. 

Gaurachandra Das
Venezuela
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nirguna plane.” Just a few words we heard from 
Srila Sridhar Maharaj describing his successor. Srila 
Sridhar Maharaj never spoke one lie in his entire life.

Now we see thousands and thousands of fortu-
nate souls becoming enlightened with Krishna 
Consciousness through you. Humility, Tolerance, 
giving Honor, Vaisnava Seva, Saranagati, etc., are 
all common concepts when we are connected with 
you. The spiritual jungle of so many conceptions 
and misconceptions becomes a clear and simple 
path to those devoted to your service. The impen-
etrable path of viddhi is softened in the true spon-
taneity of Vrindavan when you give your gracious 
glance. Spiritual Reality becomes accessible simply 
through the natural affection of your devotees, and 
painful mental theory steps aside in the light of 
your heart’s revelation.

Our time in this life is so short, and so we cannot 
be satisfied with formal devotion, imitation-devo-
tion or self-deception. When we take a long hard 
look at our inner self we must find ourselves lack-
ing in every respect. With this realization we can 
only run to the shelter of your lotus feet. If you will 
accept us as a menial servant, a cleaner, a sweeper, 
an errand boy, a washer – anything – and give us 
a small corner in your home to lie down at night, 
I think we will feel truly fulfilled and discover our 
true purpose of being.

Until that day this man waits at your gate and hopes 
to live on the scraps your servants will give him 
from the kindness of their hearts.

Praying to you to make me as you want me, 
I beg to remain

A humble servant of your devotees,
Devashis Das and family:
Ishanuga Devi Dasi 
Nadiarani Devi Dasi 
Malini Devi Dasi
London Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math

 d
Jaya Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-Goswami 
Maharaj!

My very dear Gurudev,

On this holiest of days, please 
notice that I am trying to offer 
myself prostrate at your feet again 
and again.

patita-pavana-hetu tave avatara
mo samo patita prabhu na paibe ara

You descended just to save the fallen souls;
O Lord, a soul as fallen as me is nowhere to be found.

~Srila Narottama Das Thakur 

As you are Lord Gauranga’s emissary, please accept 
me as an aspiring disciple, worthless as I am, and 
engage me in the service of your servants. There is 
no reason for me to hope, except that you are in the 
family of those who give shelter to the undeserving.

You are the perfect Acharyya, because you are teaching 
us by your every example. Your example is your mood. 
The lessons are not even exactly your divine activities, 
which are beyond our comprehension, but the purpose 
behind your every act and word. Your example is that 
you live and breathe devotion to your Guru Maharaj—
unflinching, fully faithful, ever joyous, all cognizant, 
supremely dedicated, and for the purpose of unrelenting 
kindness to the unfortunate. You personify trinad api 
sunicena; anyone who wants to completely grasp the true 
meaning of humility, tolerance, and offering respect to 
every living being, never gauging whether the respect 
is deserved, never expecting a modicum of respect 
returned—such a great soul needs to worship you.  It is 
said that the mother-in-law teaches the daughter-in-law 
by instructing the daughter; you see only yourself as 
needing lessons and instruct us by this example. You 
make it your religion to find fault within yourself alone. 
This is your illustration and message to us, since there is 
no fault within you. All people around you become joy-

govindabhidham ujjvalam vara-tanum 
bhakty anvitam sundaram
vande visva-guruñ ca divya-bhagavat-premno 
hi bija-pradam 

Dear Srila Gurudev,

A very happy day had come,
When you appeared on Earth:

The whole creation chanted ‘Jaya!’
As you took here your birth.

So sweet and noble you appeared
In blessed family,

To drive away eternal hell
And bring us back reality.

All mankind does now see
Your super excellence;

All glories to the fortunate
Who do not know offense.

To be their servant’s servant’s slave
Is all I want to pray;

To let their glance soon make me fit,
To serve them just one day.

My dandavat pranams,
Yasheswari Devi Dasi
Amsterdam, Holland

d
Sri Sri Guru-Gauranga Jayatah

Sri Vyasa Puja Homage
28 December 2004

sarva-desa-kala-dasaya janera kartavya
guru-pase sei bhakti prastavya, srotavya
(Sri Chaitanya-charitamrta Madhya 25.122)

My Divine Master, Friend and Protector; My True 
Shelter, Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-Goswami,

I bow down at your lotus feet with all humility and 
sincerity. Nothing in the whole creation is random 
or without purpose. Only the Supreme Lord Sri 
Krishnachandra knows the meaning of every grain 
of sand and of every drop of rain, why a leaf falls on 
one side of the tree and not the other. Everything 
has a purpose and a reason and is part of the 
Lord’s Divine Play. With His Divine purpose you 
appeared in this world in a humble village known as 
Bamunpara and played like an ordinary boy.

Now by the will of God that boy is the Guru of the 
whole universe. The learned society of Gaudiya 
Vaishnavas unanimously worships the lotus feet of 
Prabhupada, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur 
as the foremost apostle of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
in the modern age. And it is well known to those 
of faith that Srila Prabhupada bestowed the seat of 
Rupanuga Acharyya upon his most beloved follower, 
Srila Bhakti Raksak Sridhar Maharaj.

Srila Sridhar Maharaj showed the form of a per-
fect Vaisnava and was renowned as a genius of 
spiritual thought in the line of the six Goswamis of 
Vrindavan. Whatever he spoke was accepted as the 
voice of Divinity, and Truth Absolute. With joy, love 
and affection rarely witnessed in this world, Sridhar 
Maharaj passed the mantle of Rupanuga Acharyya 
to you, Srila Gurudev, proclaiming to the world 
that Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Maharaj would 
lead the august assembly of the Chaitanya Saraswat 
Vaisnavas and fulfill the great prophecy of Srila 
Bhaktivinoda Thakur.

“I have faith that he can do this service. He is a 
natural Paramahamsa. His service is always in the 
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You are an ocean of mercy, the lord and master of the 
devotees. Please be merciful to us and give us the shade 
of your lotus feet. Attachment to your lotus feet is the 
perfection that fulfills all desires and it is the only way 
we can attain pure devotional service. We bow down to 
your lotus feet with great awe and reverence.

With Lots of Love,
Jai Shankar Das
Krishna Bandhu Das 
Sachinandan Das 
Shivakrishna Das
Sathya Swarup Das 
Pran Krishna Das 
Jai Vardhan Das
Vishnu Das 
Ramananda Das 
Krishna Vani Devi Dasi 
Krishna Mohini Devi Dasi 
Shyama Malini Devi Dasi 
Saraswati Devi Dasi 
Vaijayanthi Devi Dasi 
Bhakta Joseph 
Bhaktin Dora
Singapore

g
Om Visnupad Param Pujyapad Jagad-Guru, Srila 
Acharyya-Dev Sricharankamaleshu,

Please accept my koti dandavat pranams to your 
lotus feet on this most auspicious occasion. How for-
tunate we are to have your merciful presence among 
us, all over the world. In spite of your recurrent pas-
time of ill health, you are still traveling to many dis-
tant countries to bestow your mercy to the fortunate 
servitors of Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math. 

Under your glorious guidance and supervision, our 
Math has flourished and expanded beyond our imagi-
nation. So many books have been published in so many 
languages and so many centers have been opened in so 
many countries. Yet because of your wishes for our 
devotional prosperity you still inspire us to do more.
Maharaj, in the midst of this celebration I am sitting 

in a far corner knowing what a fallen, ignorant and 
useless person I am, and that I am only a burden to 
our Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math Mission. Yet out of 
your causeless mercy you are personally supervising 
my spiritual well-being and my fortunate service. I am 
eternally indebted to your lotus feet, and my prayer 
to Sriman Mahaprabhu is that someday I can become 
a little worthy of your causeless affection for me and 
do some service for your mission. Please forgive my 
incompetence and offences by dint of your causeless 
mercy. Again, I offer my koti dandavat pranams at your 
lotus feet.

Your very useless servant,
Devamayi Dasi
U.S.A

g
Dear Srila Govinda Maharaj,

Your lotus feet are the abode of pure 
devotional service. With all of the 
care and attention at my command I 
bow down to those lotus feet. Only 
through your grace have I any hope 
of crossing over material existence 
and reaching Sri Krishna. Allow 

your teachings to manifest in my heart, and let me 
not desire anything else. Attachment to your lotus feet 
is the only means of spiritual advancement. By your 
mercy all desires for spiritual perfection are fulfilled.

You have the gift of transcendental wisdom. You are 
my lord, birth after birth. By your mercy the seed 
of divine knowledge is planted within my heart, 
bestowing prema bhakti and destroying ignorance. 
Saints and Scriptures sing of your character. O mas-
ter, ocean of mercy, and friend of the fallen souls, 
you are the teacher of everyone and the life of all 
people. O master, be merciful unto me and give me 
the shade of your lotus feet. May your glories now be 
proclaimed throughout the three worlds.

Ramai Das
Soquel, California

ous and certain of their very bright future. They desire 
to give your love to all the three worlds.

The spiritual master is as good as God, non-different 
than the indwelling Supersoul and the only medium 
for a fortunate conditioned soul. You plant the seed of 
bhakti and nurture it fully and sumptuously so that 
it can quickly reach the lotus feet of Reality. You sur-
round yourself with perfect agents, who clearly know 
how to dispense your mood and ensure your connec-
tion, which is precisely the object of the eternal soul’s 
heartfelt prayer. You know our needs better than we 
know them; you love us far better than we love our-
selves; you want us more than we, at our sincerest 
moment, want you. You simply await our acceptance 
of your unconditional love for as long as we stub-
bornly and foolishly refuse to believe God and you.

May I begin to lean toward the limitless affection that 
you bestow upon us, which you desire for us to distrib-
ute everywhere. I beg you for just a little more remem-
brance, every moment of every day. Kindly bless me 
that I may wake up a little more. Out of your causeless 
mercy, overlook my Himalaya-range of extremely bad 
qualities. Keep me always in the shelter of those who 
know you and allow me to see their smiles.

If there is a single thing worth pursuing in this dark 
world, it is the light emanating from your lotus toe-
nails. Although I am a disturbance only, grant me 
a chance to see your character forever. Ignore my 
unsavory nature and accept me as yours.

dhai tava pache pache

Yours aspiring,
Kumkum Dasi
San Jose, California

g
All Glories to Sri Guru and Sri Gauranga!

All glories to my Divine Spiritual Master, His Divine Grace 
Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-Goswami Maharaj!
Dear Srila Gurudev,

Srila Gurudev is the light and the 
reason of my life. I feel like the 
most fortunate of men thinking 
that Srila Gurudev is giving me His 
mercy all the time and that without 
His mercy I would be completely 
lost. Tears of gratitude always come 

when I am carefully thinking or speaking about the 
glories of my Srila Gurudev.

All glories to my Divine Spiritual Master Srila 
Govinda Dev-Goswami Maharaj on His seventy-fifth 
anniversary Vyasa Puja!

With love, your servant,
Ananta Dev Das
Brazil

g
Dear Srila Gurudev,

brahmanda bhramite kona bhagyavan jiva
guru-krsna-prasade paya bhakti-lata-bija

“According to their karma, all living entities are wan-
dering throughout the universes. Some of them are 
being elevated to the upper planetary systems and 
some are going to the lower ones. Out of many mil-
lions of wandering living entities, one who is very 
fortunate gets an opportunity to associate with a bona 
fide spiritual master by the grace of Krishna. By the 
mercy of both Krishna and the spiritual master, such 
a person receives the seed of devotional service.”

Cc. Madhya 19.151
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