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Srila Bhaktivinoda Thikura

SRILA BHAKTIVINODA THAKUR
THE SEVENTH GOSWAMI

by His Divine Grace
Srila Bhakti Raksak Sridhar Dev-Goswami Maharaj

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakur appeared (in 1838) in a
very famous Kayastha family, bearing the title Dutta. In
Calcutta there is a place called Hat-khola Dutta which
was named after the family. Near Birnagar there was a big
village named Ulg, and the family of the title Mustauphi
were landowners there. Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakur’s
mother came from this line. Bhaktivinoda Thakur was
born and brought up at Ula, and he studied at
Krishnanagar college. Of course, he had exceptional tal-
ent, He came into contact with the then educated society.
Especially, there was a Mr. Duff, a Christian missionary
who established the Scottish Church College. Duff was en-
couraging and attracting many of the young Bengalis of
the time to take up Christianity. Gradually, Bhaktivinoda
Thiakur had close association with the Brahmo Society, the
so-called culturally advanced followers of Ram Mohan
Ray. Maharsi Devendranath Thakur’s elder brother,
Dvijendranath, was his very,intimate friend.

For his livelihood he accepted government service.
Ie was posted at Orissa in the position of subdivisional
officer. He was also posted as inspector of the Jagannath
PPuri Temple, where his duty was to guard against cor-
ruption. At that time he came into contact with the
Srimad-Bhagavatam, and he tried to read it. He was grad-
ually charmed by Bhagavatam, Sri Chaitanya-caritamrta

xi



Nabadwipa-Dhama Mahatmya

and the life of 51 Chaitanyadev. The Brahmo Association
had expected much of him because of his scholarly nature;
he could write and debate well. But after coming into
contact with the Bhagavatam, he dissociated himself from
them. When he was serving in Dinjpur he gave his
speech on Bhagavatam, and it was then that he complete-
ly separated himself from the Brahmo school, and he
was seen to side with the Vaisnava school of thought in
the line of Mahaprabhu. And gradually he also read the
Sastras and wrote many books on Vaisnavism.

After his retirement, he wanted to go to Vrndavana
and pass the rest of his life there. But he repeatedly had
a dream that he must discover the actual Birthplace of Sr1
Chaitanyadev. He could not neglect that dream. He again
entered into service at Krishnanagar, and there, he con-
sulted the records of the locality. With the help of those
records, and by his divine inspiration, he discovered the
Birthplace at Yogapitha, Mayapur. Then, with deepened
interest, he visited the entire Nabadwip-mandal; and
with reference to the Scriptures he gave a description of
both the ancient and contempory holy places in the Dhima
of Mahaprabhu. He established a committee to ensure
that the Service of Mahaprabhu's place of Advent con-
tinue. Lastly, he handed it over to our Prabhupada (5rila
Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Goswami).

When Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakur passed away, Srila
Prabhupada arranged a condolence meeting in a public
hall and invited many respectable gentlemen. Amongst
them were the leading scholars of the time, including
Bipin Pal, the then principal of the Metropolitan School:
and Satish Sarkar, Pafichkari Bandopadhyay, and others.
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NEW THOUGHT TO THE WORLD

They all spoke very highly about Srila Bhaktivinoda
T'hikur, recognizing that he gave new thought to the so-
clety at large; his writings were of original character, not
slereotyped. His investigations into Vaisnavism excelled
that of all the modern Acaryas. Shishir Ghosh also once
said, “We have heard of the Six Goswamis of the time of
Mahéprabhu, but Bhaktivinoda Thakur’s writings prove
that he holds the seventh position amongst the Goswamis,
He has left us such extensive and original writing about
the teachings of Sri Chaitanyadev.” In this way, Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thakur left the world his literature—#he is
in his literature, present forever. He has delivered his
writings about the Teachings of Mahaprabhu and
Bhagavatam in a systematic and scientific way, suitable to
the modern age. Our debt unto his Holy Feet has no end.

THE PREDOMINANT GURU OF SRILA PRABHUPADA

Although Prabhupada, as suggested by Bhaktivinoda
Thakur, took initiation from Gaura KiSora Babaji Maharaj,
he still held Bhaktivinoda Thakur as his Guru, substan-
tially. Formally, by the order of Bhaktivinoda Thakur, he
look Gaura KiSora Babaji Maharaj as Gurudeva.
Bhaktivinoda Thakur selected Srila Gaura Kisora for him,
but from what we have found in him, he knew
Bhaktivinoda Thakur as his Guru from the internal con-
sideration. We find his outside and inside was filled with
Bhaktivinoda Thakur. Bhaktivinoda Thakur not in the
physical sense, but in the spiritual sense. Prabhupada in-
augurated many Maths (Ashrams and Temples), and we
find that he named the Deities “Vinoda-Vilasa,” “Vinoda-
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Rama,” “Vinodananda,” Vinoda-Prana,” and so on.

He saw everything through his Gurudeva,
Bhaktivinoda Thakur. His attempt to approach 5ri 611
Radha Govinda or Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu is incon-
ceivable without Bhaktivinoda Thakur’s intervention in
him. ] attempted to write something about Bhaktivinoda
Thakur, and I thought that this was the key to
Prabhupada’s affection towards me. His attention was
drawn to me because I tried to give the greatness of
Bhaktivinoda Thakur’s character to the public in a sys-
tematic way. It is my own feeling. He can give every-
thing to one who is a little attached to Bhaktivinoda
Thakur. That was his spirit. He thought himself indebt-
ed to Bhaktivinoda Thakur's holy life, so much so, that he
saw Srimati Radharani and Gadadhar Pandit in him.
This is the highest ideal of Guru-tattva: Gadahara Pandit
in Gaura-lila, and Srimati Radharani in Krsna-lila in
Madhura-rasa. He also once said, “If we raise our vision
and observe, we shall find Srimati Radharani in
Gurudeva.” If we raise our head a little and search, then we
shall find that it is Srimati Radharani Herself who is be-
hind the function of Gurudeva; all others are channels or
instrumentals, but the real source of Grace as Guru springs
from the Original Source of Service, of Love. He saw
Bhaktivinoda Thakur in that light.

Saksad-haritvena samasta-$astrair
uktas tatha bhavyata eva sadbhih
kiriv tu prabhor yah priya eva tasya
vande guroh $ri-caranaravindam

“According to all the Scriptures, Gurudeva is directly
the Lord Himself, and the pure devotees also realize the
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same. He is actually a simultaneously one and different
Manifestation of the Lord, different in the sense that he is
the Lord’s dearmost servitor. I offer my obeisances unto
the Lotus Feet of that Divine Master, 51 Gurudeva.”

We are asked to see Gurudeva not opaque, but trans-
parent—transparent to such a degree that though him
the highest end, the highest conception of Service, can
be seen and attained. We can attain it there. If we are
varnest, we shall find the highest link, from the very
Source. So we are requested not to see Guru as limited in
his ordinary personification, but as the Transparent
Mediator of the highest function in his line. We can see
this only if our vision is deep. According to the disci-
ple’s depth of sraddha, he will see the Lord present in his
Giurudeva. The Guru Principle, Guru-tattva, is very spe-
¢lal, very noble, very broad and very deep.

50 we are warned against thinking that our Gurudeva
I8 in mortal relativity. Prabhupada showed us by his ide-
al conduct how much earnestness one may have for
Gurudeva. We have witnessed this in his practices and
leachings. Gurvvaika-nistha—exclusive adherence to the
Service of 5r1 Guru. Bhaktivinoda Thakur was his very be-
ing. Everything was Bhaktivinoda Thakur.

INFINITE COURAGE OF THE PIONEER

When Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakur began the Service of
the Dhama and Mahaprabhu, he had to do many things to
altract the public to accept his discovery of the Dhama
a8 authentic. At that time, the place was uninhabited.
Ciradually a brick building was made, and the worship of
the Deity of Mahaprabhu was begun.
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The temple came later. Generally the Brahmana cooks
he required would not stay there very long because it
was an isolated place and there were violent elements
nearby. To ensure that the Service continued, he had to
undergo many undesirable things. For example, some-
times he had to prepare garijikii (hemp) by his own hand,
for the cook! Otherwise, the cook would have left. At
times, when ‘respectable’ persons came, he had to make
arrangements for tobacco. There were many other trials.

THE THAKUR’S DIVINE VISION AND FORESIGHT

DevoreE: Srila Thakur Bhaktivinoda also had a great
vision for the world.

SriLA GURU MAHARAJ: Yes. He saw in his divine eye
that Prema-dharma, the Religion based on Divine Love, is
so self-evident in character that the intelligent could nev-
er avoid embracing such a conception of Pure Religion as
the highest. Love— Prema—the fine intellect cannot but
detect the purity in the Love in religion, in its highest
conception. His idea was: ‘With an unbiased mind, the
Western thinkers cannot but appreciate the doctrine of
Divine Love, as given out by 511 Chaitanya-dev. So I am
sure that in the future many of the Western scholars will
come under the flag of Sr1 Chaitanyadev.’ This was his
conviction, and he mentioned this in lectures that he de-
livered throughout Bengal.

When Sripad Bhakti Saranga GoswamiMaharaj re-
turned from preaching in England, he brought one Mr.
Burchett back with him. A meeting was held at the Bagh
Bazaar Math. That meeting was presided over by a gen-
tleman of the name Hiran Dutta, a good scholar and a
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Theosophist. In his talk he said, “When we were stu-
dents at City College, Bhaktivinoda Thakur delivered a
lecture there to the effect that in the near future Western
scholars would come and join the Sapkirtana under the
banner of Mahaprabhu. Now, clearly, I can bear witness
16 the fact that his prediction is beginning to come true.
I heard the lecture in my young days, and now in my
ol age I see the evidence—it is going to be true. I am very
plad for that.” '

DEVOTEE: Did Your Grace ever have the darsana
ol Thakur Bhaktivinoda?

SriLa GURU MAHARAJ: No. He left the world in 1914,
and I joined the mission in 1926, twelve years later.

DEVOTEE: Perhaps you met other persons who had
his contact?

SkiLA GURU MAHARAJ: There was one Parvat Maharaj
who lived next door to Bhaktivinoda Thakur when he
passed his old age in Godrum.

"To sPREAD THE HOLY NAME AROUND..."

PParvat Maharaj said that there was only a partition
wall between his house and Bhaktivinoda Thakur’s. That
was at Surabhi Kuiija. From about three o’clock in the
morning, Bhaktivinoda Thakur would rise and take the
Name of Krsna, the Mahamantra, at the top of his voice.
PParvat Maharaj described it like this. As though calling
someone from afar—with this spirit Bhaktivinoda Thakur
would chant the Holy Name. That Maharaj was aston-
ished to see such behavior. There was a cement chair,
and when Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakur felt tired he took his
seat and rested there awhile. And then after some time he
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" would again wander in the garden, chanting at the top of
his voice, “Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna!” With such animation
in his voice he was calling—calling a person; with this
spiril, and not in a formal way, but with a intense han-
kering, he was calling for the Lord.

There was another thing I also heard about him from
another source, Ram Gopal Vidyabhiisana, an M.A. and
Barrister-at-law.

Ram Gopal Vidyabhiisana told me, “Once we went to
visit him, We had heard that a Government officer, an ed-
ucated man, had become a Vaisnava Babiji. So we went
to see him, and someone amongst us asked him, Please
speak something about Krsna and Krsna-nama (the Holy
Name of Krsna).’

“After a moment, Bhaktivinoda Thakur then said,
‘Oh, you want to hear something about Krsna, you want?
You want Krsna-nama?’

“Then the consequence of that enquiry had such an in-
fluence on his body and mind, that as it is written by
him personally in his own poem, 5+1-Nama-Mahatmya:

Cakse dhara—From my eyes tears flowed; dehe gharm-
ma—my body perspired; mircchita haila mana—I fell into
a faint; kari’ eta upadrava—the Holy name created a great
turmoil in me; citte varse sudha-drava—causing a rain of
nectarine current in my heart; more dare premera sagare—
and casting me into the ocean of ecstasy, of Love; kichu n
bujhite dila, more ta’ batula kaila—I could not feel the en-
vironment around me, and became as though mad; mora
citta-vitta saba hare—I lost myself in that thought.

That gentleman, Ram Gopal Vidyabhiisana said, “1
saw with my own eyes that all these symptoms were dis-
played in his body and mind, simply upon hearing our
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enquiry. Bhaktivinoda Thakur said, "You are so fortu-
nate, you have come to hear Krsna-nama from me?
Krsna—! Krsna—!" In this way, he entered into another
domain, and so many symptoms and expressions ap-
peared in his body and mind—convulsions, tears, all
these things.” I heard this from an eye-witness.

DEvOTEE: Is it true that prior to Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakur’s appearance the Vaisnava tradition had become
very much neglected?

SriLA GURU MAHARAJ: Very few $uddha Vaisnavas
were to be found, just before the appearance of Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thakur. But he adjusted religion in a mod-
ern garb, and so it was easy for many regardful students
to come forward and accept $uddha Vaisnavism. It had
been much molested by pseudo-followers. The real ide-
al had become eclipsed, and so for the inquisitive it was
difficult to have real entrance and real attachment for
Gaudiya Vaisnavism.

The so-called Babijis were especially responsible for
disturbing the ideal. They hailed from any caste, they
could marry, and they simply went on taking the name
with no proper practice or feeling of real earnestness for
the truth. They dragged on their lives with no pure prac-
tices or pure habits, and worst of all, in the name of reli-
gion they freely mixed with women. That brought in
return a hatred for them in society. Similarly, those
‘Goswimis’ who took up initiating disciples as their trade
also lost their honor in the general respectful society, be-
cause they had some low association. The Babajis and
Goswamis lost their prestige in society because of their
imitative character. But Gaudiya Math came out with the
real spirit of religion, and pure practices subsequently

Xix



Nabadwipa-Dhama Mahatmya

followed. So the attention of the educated enquirers after
truth was drawn to Gaudiya Math and they flocked to-
gether.

DEVOTEE: After hearing about Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakur, we feel ourselves to be very insignificant.

SriLA GURU MAHARAJ: Yes. We can but do our might,
contribute our might as much as possible for the Service
of Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakur.

XX

THE EYE TO SEE THE HOLY DHAMA

by His Divine Grace
Srila Bhakti Raksak Sridhar Dev-Goswami Maharaj

DEVOTEE: We have heard that the nine islands of
Nabadwip represent the nine fundamental processes of
Devotional Service.

SriL.A GURU MAHARAJ: The holy Sri Nabadwip Dhama
is envisaged as a lotus flower. The center of the lotus is the
Birthplace of Mahaprabhu and it represents atma-
nivedanam or self-surrender. One has to first surrender,
and then all the practices of Devotion follows. The petals
of the lotus represent sravanam, kirtanam, smaranam, pada-
sevanam, arcanam, vandanam, and dasyam (hearing, chant-
ing, remembering, serving the Lord’s Feet, worship,
prayer, and servitorship). Sakhyam (friendship) is situat-
ed half on one side of the Ganges and half on the other.
In this way, the nine islands of Nabadwip are represent-
ed as a lotus flower embodying the Nine Standard
Practices of Devotion.

DEVOTEE: Maharaj, I have a question: in the Navadvipa-
bhava-taranga by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakur, he seems to
be having actual visions of Pastimes of the Lord on the
various islands of Nabadwip; yet he writes in such a way
that he also seems to be aspiring for those visions. Is he
actually having those visions?

SrILA GURU MAHARAJ: Yes, of course. His vision is in-
spired. The Dhama has inspired these two perspectives in
him. The Dhama allows us to see it, according to the de-
gree of our devotion. A doctor sees a patient according to
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his capacity. Higher intelligence can see deeper. Such is
the case always. A higher politician can see a higher strat-
egy, and so on.

A detector can see the depth afforded by its capacity.
The X-ray can detect to a certain depth, the microscope
has another dimension of utility. There is revelation ac-
cording to one’s capacity. Deserve—and have.

THE EYE OF FAITH

In an ordinary country there is a capital. The capital
is where the existence and position of the king is more in-
tense than in the general section of the country. Similarly,
the Lord is everywhere, and His concentrated existence
is found in the Dhama or the Holy Abode. With fully de-
veloped vision, we can feel the special characteristic of the
Dhama. We shall find His presence everywhere, but with
particular intensity in the Dhama. With the awakening
of our real eye, we should be able to feel and appreciate
according to this criterion. There is no question of a Dhama
for those who have no eye to see. There is also a hierar-
chy in the Dhama. All are in serving attitude whether
birds, beasts, worms, insects—everything—all are con-
tributing to the Reality. Their feeling of heart, their ges-
ture, posture or movement—everything contributes
exclusively to the Pastimes of the Lord.

Dhamera svariipa, sphuribe nayane: in one song, Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thakur aspires for that pure vision of the
Dhama. Otherwise, it may appear quite ordinary to us, like
a jungle. The purity of Ganges water is only perceived by
those who have proper faith or é§raddha. Otherwise to
others eyes it is ordinary water. The same applies to the
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Deity, or Sri-Mirti. One may think that the Sri-Miirti of
Lord Jagannath in Puri appears to be a somewhat awk-
ward figure. His arms seem incomplete, His feet are not
visible, His eyes are enormous. Yet Mahaprabhu stood be-
fore Him for hours, shedding tears. No one could move
Him from that place. What did Mahaprabhu see in that
Figure, and what is He to our eyes? So according to the
depth of vision of our inner eye we can come to that
place of the Dhama, the Deity, and the purifying Ganges
water. Sraddhamayo ‘yam purusah (Bg. 17.3): “The nature
of a person is modeled on faith.” Of what value is a mir-
ror without an eye? In a looking-glass we should find
the reflection, but if the eye is absent, what will the sub-
ject see in the glass? So the eye to see—faith—is necessary.
According to the éraddha, the specific character of the
Dhama as distinct from all other places will come into
view, disclosing its real form. Everything depends on
Sraddha, faith.
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- 11 glories to 51T Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the moon
. of Nabadwipa and the son of Sacidevi. All glo-

=% ries to SrT Nityananda Prabhu. All glories to Sri
Advaita Acarya Prabhu. All glories to Sr1 Gadadhara
Pandita and Srivasa Thakura. All glories to the holy
abode of Nabadwipa, the essence of all holy places, and
all glories to the residents of Nabadwipa-dhama, the
eternal associates of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Having offered respects to the lotus feet of all the
devotees, I shall now briefly describe the glories of
Nabadwipa-dhama. Even Lord Brahma and the other
demigods do not know the full extent of the glories of
Nabadwipa-dhama. The thousand-mouthed Sesa Him-
self cannot fully describe its greatness. I am an insignifi-
cant soul. Who am I to sing the glories of Nabadwipa
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when even Lord Siva, the greatest of demigods, finds no
end to them? The will of S Caitanya, however, is most
powerful. In accordance with His will, the devotees have
ordered me to write, and so by their mercy I narrate the
glories of Nabadwipa-dhama.

There is another thing that I would like to mention. It
is highly confidential; I hesitate to disclose it. Still, I can-
not resist, for Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu ordered his
devotees to establish the importance of His birthplace
and pastimes after His disappearance. $ri Caitanya is the
most confidential avatara of Krsna. Although I know that
He is the Supreme Lord, His pastimes are confidential.
They are only hinted at in the scriptures, and so the non-
devotees cannot understand them. Since ancient times,
Mayadevi, illusion herself, had hidden the scriptural
truths about 5r1 Caitanya from the eyes of scholars. In
this way, the conclusions of both revealed and unmani-
fest scriptures regarding Sri Caitanya remained confi-
dential. When $ri Caitanya had completed His pastimes
on Earth, however, His obedient servant, Mayadevi,
knowing His will, lifted her veil of illusion‘and revealed
His true nature to all souls. At that time the hidden
meaning of the scriptures became clear, and all difficul-
ties in understanding Sri Caitanya came to an end.

The all-merciful Nityananda Prabhu revealed the
truths about Caitanya Mahaprabhu to the hearts of all
souls. On His command, Maya removed the illusion veil-
ing the scriptures so that the pure devotee scholars could
discover their hidden treasure.

If one’s doubts are not destroyed by these scriptural
conclusions, he is most unfortunate. Why should he live?
When Nityananda Prabhu distributes His mercy, fortu-
nate souls accept it and achieve perfect happiness.
Unfortunate souls, proud of their ‘intelligence,” reject the
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mercy of the Lord. Burdened by false logic, they fall into
the darkness of ignorance. ) h
Nityananda Prabhu used to cry out, “Come, spirit
gouls of Kali-yuga! Give up your hyPocnsy apd_accept
the divine love of 5r1 Caitanya!” In this way, Nityananda
Prabhu would call out again and again, but unfortunate
s rejected His mercy. :
sou;et ]us carefully c?rrlsider why people reject such a
wonderful thing as love of God. Everyone seeks happi-
ness in different ways. Some seek happiness through
logic, and others through mystic yoga. Some renounce
the world and go to the forest. Others wage constant
war. Some run after women and wealth. Some becom'e
artists and others become scientists. In sea.rch of .happl—
ness, some learn to tolerate the miseries of life, while oth-
imply drown themselves in the ocean. :
3 %?t?ﬁ)rf\anda Prabhu, raising His lotus hands in the
air, cries: “O souls! Come here. If you wa1'1t hapﬂ;zmess,
give up exploitation (karma) anc? calculation (}mma?. I
have come to give you the happiness you seek, a_lskmg
nothing in return. There is no lneed c_)f trouble, risk, or
pain. Just chant the name of 5ri Caltan.ye_i and danc'e
without a care. The happiness I am giving away is
unparalleled. It is positive, pure, and ecstatic. It is eternal
bliss, free from illusion.”

In this way, Nityananda Prabhu begged everyone to
take pure ecstatic love, but the unfortunate had no dem-re
for it. This is a result of the impious deeds they commit-
ted in their previous lives. To ngglect the mercy of
Nityananda Prabhu is the worst misfortune, for if some-
one once calls on the names of Nityananda and Caitanya,
he puts an end to unlimited karma. . .

Listen now to another secret: the best thing for th:
souls of this dark age (Kali-yuga) is the treasure of Sri
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Caitanya’s pastimes. Sri Caitanya and Radha-Krsna are
one and the same. Radha and Krsna eternally enjoy con-
fidential pastimes of love with Their inner circle of sakhis
in Vrndavana. Through the scriptures, everyone can
understand something about the glories of Vrndavana
and the eternal pastimes of Radha and Krsna. The glories
of Krsna, Krsna’s holy land, and Krsna’s holy name are
unlimited, and through scriptures, people all over the
world have heard about Krsna. Divine love of Krsna,
however, is not at all easy to attain. What I am about to
explain is very difficult for most people to understand,
because they are completely absorbed in the illusions
and misconceptions presented by Maya. What I am
about to explain is the most secret of all secrets.

One may worship Krsna lifetime after lifetime and
never achieve divine love of Krsna (krsna-prema). This is
because in the course of one’s worship, he is sure to com-
mit many sins and offenses. And one who chants the
holy name of Krsna can achieve the ecstasy of divine
love only if he chants without any offenses. The worship
of 5ri Caitanya, however, is much different—by worship-
ing Sr1 Caitanya, even a soul plagued by offenses attains
the treasure of love of Godhead. As soon as one cries out
“Nitai-Caitanya!” divine love of Godhead begins search-
ing him out. Even offenses cannot block his progress,
and soon he sheds tears of ecstasy in divine love. By the
mercy of Sri Caitanya offenses soon disappear, and the
heart is cleansed and filled with divine love. No one can
live in the present age of Kali-yuga without committing
innumerable sins; therefore, no one can be delivered
without calling on the name of Sri Caitanya. And so, I see
no other way, no other way, no other way for deliver-
ance in this age of Kali than to chant the name of Sri
Caitanya, worship Sri Caitanya, and follow Sri
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Caitanya’s teachings. This is the verdict proclaimed by
the revealed scriptures. _ -
Because that great Messiah appeared_ in Nabadwipa-
dhama like a golden moon, Nabadwipa is the crest jewel
of all holy places. One who commits offfanses in any
other holy place is punished for his crimes. But in
Nabadwipa-dhama, even offenders are purified of all

sins. The two brothers Jagai and Madhai stand witness to

this fact. What to speak of ordinary holy places, even In
Vrndavana offenders are punished as demons. In
N;’ﬁ')adwipa-dhﬁma, however, one who has committed
hundreds and hundreds of crimes is easily savefi by the
mercy of Nityananda Prabhu. Therefore,-the rsis praise
the holy land of Nabadwipa-dhama which lies within
the circle of Gauda-mandala as the most magnanimous
of all holy places. _

Whoever lives in Nabadwipa-dhama is most fortu-
nate, for he develops attachment for St K;gil)a. Anjfone
who happens to wander into Nabadwipa-dhama
becomes freed from all offenses and sins. Whatever bene-
fit one gets by traveling to all other holy places is
attained just by remembering Nabadwipa-dhama. In_thls
way, the scriptures sing the glories of Nabadwipa-
dhama. He who sees Nabadwipa-dhama will attain eter-
nal divine love of Krsna. Even one who comes to
Nabadwipa with his mind bent on gaining maFerlal com-
forts through pious activities will attain a hlg}}er than
human birth in his next life. The scriptures’confirm that
one who walks through Nabadwipa-dhama achieves
with each step the merits of ten million asvamedha horse
sacrifices.

One who lives in Nabadwipa and softly chants
mantras soon obtains the sound ‘Caitanya’ as his mantra
and easily gains deliverance. What is attained by great
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- yogis after spending ten years in another holy place is
easily realized by anyone who spends only three nights
in Nabadwipa-dhama. In other holy places one can gain
liberation only by developing complete knowledge of
Brahman, but that liberation can be easily had by anyone
who once bathes in the Ganges in Nabadwipa. In this
way, not by scholarship, mental speculation, or philo-
sophical calculation, but simply by living in Nabadwipa-
dhama, one can easily attain the different kinds of libera-
tion: oneness (nirvana), residence in Vaikuntha (salokya),
divine form (sariipya), divine opulence (sarsti) and per-
sonal association with the Lord (samipya).

Pleasure and Salvation fall at the lotus feet of the
pure devotees in Nabadwipa and beg for service.
Although devotees reject these worldly blessings,
Pleasure and Salvation remain at their feet as obedient
maidservants.

In conclusion, whatever can be attained after spend-
ing one hundred years in the seven most important holy
places in India can be attained by spending one night in
Nabadwipa-dhama. Nabadwipa-dhama is the sum total
of all holy places. By taking shelter there, all souls can
easily cross over Kali-yuga. In Nabadwipa-dhama, the
holy name of Rama, which grants deliverance, and the
holy name of Krsna, which awards divine love of
Godhead, constantly serve the devotees of the dhama.

Thus Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura, aspiring for the
shade of the lotus feet of Nityananda Prabhu and
Jahnava-devi, sings of the greatness of Nabadwipa-
dhama.

NATURE & DIMENSION
OF NABADWIPA

11 glories to Sr1 Caitanya Mahagrabhu, the moon
of Nabadwipa and the son of Sacidevi. Al} glo-
A% ries to Sr1 Nityananda Prabhu. All glories to
Nabadwipa-dhama, the topmost holy place, whose truth
no one can fully describe.

The holy land of Nabadwipa, in its eternal splendor,
is situated within the greater circle of land known as
Gaura-mandala and served by the Ganges. Gaura-
mandala is one hundred sixty-eight miles in circumfer-
ence, with the Ganges running through its center. Gaura-
mandala takes the form of a lotus flower with one k_mn—
dred petals. The nine islands of Nabadwipa-dhama
which form the beautiful inner flower of the great lotus
measure thirty-two miles in circumference.. ElghF of the
islands are petals surrounding the ninth island,
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Antardwipa, the whorl of the lotus, which is ten miles in
circumference. The very center of that whorl is called the
Yogapitha, the holy place where Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu advented Himself on this Earth.

Gaura-mandala is a transcendental wish- fulfilling
jewel, a land of beauty and harmony where all things,
even the water, the earth, and the trees, are fully con-
scious and ecstatic. That holy land is composed of the
Lord’s three spiritual potencies: existence, cognition, and
ecstasy (sandhini, sarivit, and hladini Sakti). The same exis-
tence potency which sustains malterial existence sustains
the existence of the spiritual abode. This is enacted by the
Lord’s inconceivable supernatural power.

One who equates the holy land of Sri Krsna or Sr1
Caitanya with this ordinary world is doomed to bondage
and ignorance. One who is in darkness may think the
sun has been covered by clouds, but ¢louds can never
cover the sun. Gaura-mandala is eternally transcendental
to the material world. Like the sun, it is self-effulgent; but
those whose vision is obscured by clouds of ignorance
fail to see that holy land. They can see only this dark
material world wherever they look.

One who attains the mercy of Nitydnanda, however,
can see that land of harmony, beauty, and ecstasy which
is fully conscious and transcendental. Within that holy
land flows all the sacred rivers, beginning with the
Yamuna and the Ganges. And there one can find the
seven holy places, beginning with Prayaga. Gaura-
mandala is the spiritual world of Vaikuntha. Only a for-
tunate soul can see that spotless domain of the Supreme
Godhead. On the order of the Lord Himself, that divine
realm is hidden by the clouds of illusion from the exter-
nal vision of worldly souls, who can never perceive its
divinity. Those who eternally live in Gaura-mandala,
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however, are most fortunate. They have attaillned th_e
world beyond birth and death. Even the gods' in their
heavenly abodes are astonished to see those res1dents‘of
Gaura-mandala with their dark blue, four-handed fig-
ures of radiant beauty. .

Within the inner circle of Gaura-mandala, in the area
known as Nabadwipa-dhama, the numerous residents
are golden in complexion and always perform nama-
sankirtana. The demigods, headed by the creator of the
miverse Lord Brahma, descend from the higher plane-
tary systems to worship the residents of Nabadwipa.
Lord Brahma says, “When will I have the good for_tune
to take birth as a blade of grass in Nabadwipa-dhama?
There I can wear as my crown the dust of the holy feet of
those who serve the lotus feet of Sri Caitanya. 1 havg
cheated Him. I am trying to act as the Lord of the uni-
verse. When will the ropes of karma binding me to this
material world be severed? When will I give up fals:e
ego? When will my mind become pure? When _will this
false mentality of ownership vanish? When will I stop
thinking myself to be the Lord of Creatior}? Only then
will I be able to serve 51 Caitanya and attain the shelter
of His lotus feet.” s

The gods, the rsis, and the eleven'Ru-dras live in
Nabadwipa and spend their lives engaging in cruel aus-
terities, but they cannot purchase the mercy of
Nityananda Prabhu by practicing penance. As long as
one is determined to identify the body as the self, as long
as one refuses to become humble witl:lin his mind, he
cannot obtain the treasured mercy of Sri Caitanya and
Nityananda, no matter what he does, even if he be Lord
&iva or Brahma himself. All these points shall be elabo-
rated on later. O readers, please hear all this with care,
attention, and faith.
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In considering these spiritual topics, reject all logic
and argument as useless and inauspicious. The pastimes
of Sr1 Caitanya are as deep as an ocean and cannot be
understood by logic and argument. The infinite can
never be measured by logic. Logic is as useless as the
skin of a banana. One who tries to cross the ocean of
repeated birth and death by the use of logic only wastes
his time. For all his efforts, he gains nothing. On the other
hand, one who rejects logic and accepts the guidance of
saints and scriptures will soon attain Sr1 Caitanya. On the
order of Nityananda Prabhu, the personified scriptures
constantly sing the glories of Nabadwipa-dhama. By fol-
lowing the advice of saintly devotees and by studying
the scriptures, one can understand the spiritual nature of
Nabadwipa-dhama.

In this age of Kali the holy places have all lost their
power. Nabadwipa-dhama alone is transcendentally
powerful. By the Lord’s will, however, the holy land of
Nabadwipa was invisible for a long time and its glories
remained concealed. As the degrading influence of the
age of Kali increased, the spiritual influence of the other
holy places had completely vanished.

Wishing good fortune upon all living beings, the
Supreme Lord began to think: “After diagnosing a dis-
ease, a doctor prescribes an appropriate medicine for his
patient. For a severe disease strong medicine is needed.
As the age of Kali has become most terrible, the epidemic
has become critical. Without strong medicine there is no
hope of cure. If I do not reveal the holy land of
Nabadwipa along with My holy name and form which
have been unmanifest for so long, the conditioned souls
will never recover. All souls are My servants; I am their
master. If I do not help them, they will never be deliv-
ered.”
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Thinking in this way, 511 Caitanya revealed Himself
on this Earth along with His name, His holy abode, f'md
His eternal associates, for it is His promise for all time
that He will deliver all souls and free them from all the
troubles of material existence. At that time 51T Caitanya
Mahaprabhu said, “I will freely distribute the treasure of
divine love which is rarely attained even by Lord

" Brahma. This avatara will distribute the wealth of love of

Godhead without any consideration of who is fit or unfit.
Let the black snake Kali try to destroy the living beings! I
will appear in Nabadwipa-dhama and break the poiso-
nous fangs of Kali by taking My devotges with Mg aqd
performing kirtana. As long as My name is sung, Kali will
be conquered.” . -
With these words Sri Caitanya advented Himself in
Nabadwipa by His own divine power in this age of Kfili.
At that time, He removed the shadows of misconception
by revealing His brilliant eternal pastimes of dancing
and divine love. In this way the Supreme Lord descend-

ed to this world and appeared within the golden land of

Gaura-mandala.
Seeing no one in this world more sad than one who

fails to worship the merciful St Caitanya and no one

" more poor and fallen than one who rejects the inconceiv-

R . . B B

ably merciful Nabadwipa-dhama, Thakura Bhaktivinoda
pleads, “O brothers, give up all your attachments. They
are only cheating you. Fix your mind with qne-pointed
attention on reaching Nabadwipa-dhama, the holy land
of 511 Caitanya.” Praying to the lotus feet of Jahnava-devi
and Nityananda Prabhu, Bhaktivinoda Thakura thus
reveals the truth about Nabadwipa-dhama.
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PILGRIMAGE IN THE
HoLy DHAMA

. en moon of Nabadwipa-dhama and the son of
A Saci. All glories to Sri Nityananda Prabhu. All
glories to SrT Gadadhara and Srivasa Pandita. All glories
to the holy land of Nabadwipa, the essence of all sacred
places, where Sri Caitanya appeared.

Now hear, O devotees, the description of
Nabadwipa-dhama. Within the thirty-two-mile circum-
ference of Nabadwipa, there are sixteen eternal streams.
On the east bank of the main branch of the Ganges there
are four islands, and on the west bank, five. The different
tributaries of the Ganges surround these nine islands and
increase the splendor of the holy land. Near the Ganges
flow the sweet and beautiful river Yamuna and the
divinely musical Saraswati. East of the Yamuna are three
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long rivers: the Tamraparni, the Trtamala, and the
Brahmaputra. The Saraytk, Narmada, Kireri, and
Gomatl rivers cross the others and run swiftly with the
Godavari. Where all these rivers intersect, they form the
nine islands of Nabadwipa-dhama.

By the will of the Lord sometimes these rivers run
dry and sometimes they flood. By His will the holy
places become hidden at times, and by His will they
again become visible. In this way the divine abode of the
Lord, which is always visible to fortunate souls, per-
forms its endless pastimes of appearing and disappear-
ing. A devotee who has an intense heartfelt need for ser-
vice to the holy land always sees with the eye of his soul
the islands and streams of Nabadwipa. Only through
devotion can one develop this kind of vision.

The island that lies at the confluence of the Yamuna
and the Ganges is known in the Vedas as Antardwipa.
There lies the holy place where Sr1 Caitanya appeared. O
devotees, know that the place called Mahavana in the
center of Krsna’s divine abode in Goloka Vrndavana is
the same as Mayapura, the birthplace of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu in Nabadwipa. The entire spiritual world
consisting of Svetadwipa, Vaikuntha, Goloka, and
Vrndavana is permanently situated within Nabadwipa-
dhama. The seven sacred cities of Ayodhya, Mathura,
Haridwara, Kasi, Kanci, Avanti, and Dvaraka are all eter-
nally present in different places in Nabadwipa, just as
the major countries of the world are represented in the
capital by their embassies. This is all enacted by the will
of the Lord.

Haridwara, the gateway to the Ganges, is also known
as Mayapura. The Mayapura of Haridwara is present in
full in the Mayapura of Nabadwipa-dhama, which is
famous throughout the scriptures. If one goes to
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Mayapura once, he easily becomes freed from the
bondage of maya. One who wanders through Mayapura
will find that the power of Maya has retreated to a dis-
tance. He never again takes birth in this material world.

North of Mayapura is StTmantadwipa. The saints and
scriptures have explained how to make a pilgrimage of
this area of the holy land. After seeing Mayapura in
Antardwipa, one should go to Stmantadwipa and then to
Godrumadwipa, which lies to the south of Mayapura.
After this one should go to Madhyadwipa. These are the
four islands on the east bank of the Ganges.

After completing this part of the pilgrimage, one
should reverently cross over the Ganges. After walking
about in Koladwipa, one should visit the island of
Rtudwipa. After seeing the supremely beautiful
Jahnudwipa, one should go to Modadrumadwipa and
Rudradwipa. At that time one should return across the
Ganges and walk back to Mayapura. There, at the temple
of Jagannatha Misra and Sacidevi, he should visit the
Deity of the Lord with gravity and respect. This is the
procedure for making a pilgrimage of Nabadwipa-
dhama. One who follows this practice will obtain unlim-
ited transcendental bliss.

The best time for making a pilgrimage to
Nabadwipa-dhama is from the holy day of Makara
Saptami, near the last day of January, until the full moon
in February-March (Phalguna), the advent day of Sri
Caitanya. Those who finish their pilgrimage by visiting
Mayapura on the holy advent day of SrT Caitanya are
most fortunate. They attain the shade of the lotus feet of
Nitai and Caitanya, by whose mercy they become quali-
fied to enter devotional service.

I have now summarized the rules for making a pil-
grimage of Nabadwipa; throughout the course of this
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book I shall explain everything in detail. Please listen, for
whoever walks through the hundred and sixty-eight
miles of the circle of Sri Caitanya’s pastimes, Gauda-
mandala, will quickly attain the treasure of divine love
for Sri Caitanya. Falling at the lotus feet of Jahnava and
Nitai, I, Bhaktivinoda, reveal these truths, following in
their footsteps.

16

THE MEETING

““A . lglories to 5 Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the moon

AN of Nabadwipa and the son of Saci. All glories to
ki Sr1 Nityananda Prabhu. All glories to the
supreme holy place, Nabadwipa, where Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu made His advent. O brothers! Whatever
result can be obtained by residing in all other holy places
is attained by staying in Nabadwipa for only one day.

O saints, listen as I explain the scriptural version of
the pilgrimage to Nabadwipa-dhama. The teachings of
scripture, the words of the Vaisnavas, and the order of
the Lord are my life and soul. Taking shelter of these
three things, I shall describe the rules for traveling
throughout Nadia as a pilgrim. Everyone listen.

When Jiva Goswami left home, he wandered along
the roads, lamenting and crying, “Nadia! Nadia!” He left
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his home of Candradwipa forever, and with tears
streaming from his lotus eyes he cried, “O Caitanya!
Nityananda! Life of all who live! When will You grant
your grace to me? When will I see You, my Lords? When
will I see Nabadwipa, best of all holy places?” Again and
again he cried this lament. To see this young and beauti-
ful boy Jiva leading the life of a renunciant was indeed
wonderful.

After walking and walking for many days, he finally
came to a place where he could see Nabadwipa-dhama,
the abode of love of Godhead, in the distance. Upon
catching a glimpse of that holy city, he immediately fell
down with folded hands to offer prayers and, lying flat
like a rod, almost lost consciousness. After some time
when his mind had again become steady, he began
entering Nabadwipa-dhama. His body quivered in ecsta-
sy and his hair stood on end.

As soon as he reached Barakona ghata, he asked
everyone there, “Where is Nityananda Prabhu? Please
take me to Him.” One great soul, seeing the intense and
exalted mood of Jiva Goswami, took him to see
Nityananda Prabhu. At that time Nityananda Prabhu
was laughing uproariously; He internally felt great ecsta-
sy at the arrival of Jiva Goswami in Nabadwipa-dhama.

Nityananda Prabhu ordered His servants to bring
Jiva Goswami. At that many Vaisnavas went to call him
to the side of their Lord. When they beheld one whose
body was transformed with the delirium of spiritual
ecstasy, they recognized him as the saintly Jiva
Goswami. Filled with love, some of them went forward
to reveal to him the order of Nityananda Prabhu. Upon
hearing the name of Nityananda, Jiva Goswami fell
unconscious. A few moments later when he arose, he

said, “I am most fortunate! Although I am the lowest of |
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men, I have obtained the mercy of Nityananda.” With a
cheerful heart he fell at the feet of the Vaisnavas present
there and offered them his respects, saying, “Only if you
are merciful to me can I attain the lotus feet of
Nityananda Prabhu. This is the verdict of all revealed
scriptures.” Seeing the great fortune of Jiva Goswami, the
devotees bowed down before him and in great joy took
the dust from his lotus feet. They then brought him to see
Nityananda Prabhu. :
Surrounded by devotees, Nityananda was speaking
about Krsna. When Jiva Goswami beheld the divine fig-
ure of N'if).(ﬁnanda Prabhu, his body became transfo_rmed
with exalted symptoms of ecstasy and extraordinary
spiritual emotions. “What a wonderful thing I have seen
today!” he said, and fell unconscious. Moved by great
compassion, Nityananda Prabhu raised Jiva Goswami
up and accepted him as His own. LA
Overwhelmed with emotion, Jiva Goswami stood
with his hands folded and said, “My Lord, You are the
Universal Form, the abode of the universe, Balarama
Himself, and I am an insignificant jiva soul. What can I
know of Your transcendental qualities? You are my eter-
nal master; I am your slave. My only aspiration is to have
a place in the shade of Your lotus feet. .
“Whoever receives Your mercy easily attains the
lotus feet of Sri Caitanya and drowns in an ocean of
divine love. Without Your mercy, no one can achieve Sri
Caitanya, even if he worships Him for one hundred life-
times. If 511 Caitanya wants to punish someone, You can
protect him. But if You want to punish someone, Sri
Caitanya will punish him even more. My dear L_urd / I
must have performed many pious acts of devotion in
order to be allowed to accept the shelter of Your lotus
feet. Be merciful unto me, that I may see Sri Caitanya and
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Upon seeing the divine form of $r Nityanandacandra, 511 Jiva
Goswami fainted in the ecstasy of prema
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develop a real attraction for Him.
“When Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu was in Ramakeli,

~ He accepted my uncles, Sri Riipa and Sanatana. At that
~ {ime I was only a boy. With tears in my eyes I beheld His

beautiful divine figure, brilliant as gold. Falling at His
feet, I offered Him my respects. When I touched His holy
body, I became filled with extraordinary happiness.
Then, that Golden Lord spoke to me the following
words: ‘O Jiva, study the scriptures. After completing

~ your study, go to Nabadwipa-dhama. There you will

receive the dust of the lotus feet of Nityananda Prabhu,
which will bestow upon you all things.”

“The Lord ordered me to study the Vedanta-sitra and
establish devotion to Krsna as its basis. Taking this order
on my head, I studied as much as I could. But although I
studied all the scriptural commentaries available in
Candradwipa, I could not find a bona fide teacher of the
Siitras. ] have therefore come to Nabadwipa to take shel-
ter under Your lotus feet. Whatever You order, I will
obey. If You wish, I shall go to Puri and study under
Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya.”

Hearing the sweet words of Jiva Goswami,
Nityananda Prabhu embraced him and, unable to con-
tain Himself, began weeping. He said, “O Jiva, listen to
these confidential words. Riipa and Sanatana Goswami
are fully aware of all truths. Everyone knows that you
and your two uncles are pure servants of the Lord. He
told me to instruct you not to go to Jagannatha Purl. His
order is this: Go to Varanasi. After studying Vedanta
under Vacaspati Pandita, a scholar there, go immediately
to Vrdavana. There you will receive the mercy of Sri
Ritpa and Sanatana. As a follower of Ripa perform your
worship of Radha and Krsna and thoroughly discuss the
important scriptures, beginning with the Vedanta- sutras.
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You should preach that Srimad-Bhagavatam is the essence
of all scriptures and the natural cmhmentary on Vedanta-
sitra. When Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya received the
mercy of Sr1 Caitanya, he learned the meaning of
Vedanta-siitra as explained in Srimad- Bhagavatam. What
he learned from 51 Caitanya, he later taught with great
care to Madhustidana Vacaspati in Jagannatha Puri.

“On the order of Sri Caitanya Madhusiadana
Vicaspati now lives in Varanasi. Go there and meet him.
Externally he acts like a traditional follower of the imper-
sonalist Vedanta philosophy, with many sannyasi follow-
ers of Sankaracarya studying under him. However, he is
gradually giving these sannyasis his mercy, and through
the aphorisms of Vedanta he teaches them the precepts
of 5r1 Caitanya.”

Nityananda continued, “The Lord has said that there
is no need for so many different commentaries on
Vedanta-siitra; Srimad-Bhagavatam is the natural commen-
tary on Vedanta-siitra. When the need arises for another
commentary, the $r1 Govinda-bhasya will be revealed.
Formerly, the great scholar Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya
and his learned brother-in-law, Gopinatha Acﬁry:’:i, heard
the Lord’s commentary on Vedanta-siitra. After some
time, by the will of Sr1 Caitanya, Gopinatha Acarya will
take birth as Baladeva Vidyabhusana and conquer the
scholars of Jaipur. At that time he will serve Sri Caitanya
by revealing the commentary on Vedanta-siitra spoken by
the Govinda Deity. In this way, through the commentary
known as Govinda-bhasya, the Lord will deliver the fallen
souls. All these confidential subjects will be explained to
you by Riipa and Sanatana.”

Upon hearing the words of Nityananda Prabhu, Jiva
Goswami began to weep; losing consciousness, he fell to
the ground. Showing Jiva Goswami His mercy,
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Nityananda Prabhu placed His lotus feet on Jiva’'s head.
At that time, in the assembly of devotees gathered there,
Jiva Goswami began dancing and chanting, “All glories
to Sr1 Caitanya! All glories to Nityananda!” On witness-
ing this display of Nityananda’s mercy, Srivasa Thakura
and all the great souls present in that assembly also
began chanting in unison and dancing, until that place
resounded with a great spiritual vibration.

After some time Jiva stopped his dancing and sat
down with Nityananda Prabhu. Arrangements had been
made for Jiva Goswami to reside at Srivasangam, but at
sunset he again came to see Nityananda Prabhu, who at
that time was sitting alone, singing the glories of Sri
Caitanya.

Jiva approached Nityananda and fell at His lotus feet.
With great care Nityananda made Jiva Goswami sit next
to Him. Jiva Goswami, seeing the great humility of
Nityananda Prabhu, folded his hands and said, “0O Lord,
please be kind to me and explain the hidden truths of
Nabadwipa-dhama.”

Nityananda Prabhu replied, “I will explain every-
thing, but you must keep it confidential. This must not be
revealed to anyone. Only after the manifest pastimes of
the Lord have ended will these truths be revealed.

“Nabadwipa-dhama is the topmost of all holy places.
After crossing over the Viraja river, one comes to the
spiritual sky. Penetrating beyond the, spiritual sky, one
arrives at the spiritual Vaikuntha planets. Far beyond the
Vaikuntha planets is the supreme spiritual planet of
Goloka. Penetrating further within Goloka one may find
Krsnaloka and Gokula Vrndavana. In that highest world
transcendental mellow (rasa) exhibits itself in two fea-
tures: sweetness (madhurya) and distribution of sweet-
ness (audarya). Audarya is fully present within madhurya
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and madhurya is fully present in audarya. In Vrndavana,
which is blessed with all-auspiciousness, the primary
mood is madhurya, confidential sweetness, whereas in
Nabadwipa the primary mood is always audarya, gener-
ous distribution of that sweetness. This is the conclusion
of the Vedas. There is no difference between Nabadwipa
and Vrndavana except for this distinction in the way that
rasa is exhibited—in Vrndavana sweetness is predomi-
nant in a closed circle, and in Nabadwipa that sweetness
is generously distributed.

This holy land is eternally perfect, transcendentally
conscious, and unlimited. No genius can penetrate this
realm by the strength of his intellect. Only by the influ-
ence of the ecstatic potency (hladini-éakti) of the Lord can
a soul give up all mundane conceptions of righteousness,
or dharma, and with the help of perfect knowledge realize
what is genuine dharma.

“Nabadwipa is the divine plane of consciousness
where Sri Caitanya performs His beautiful pastimes of
love. Seeing everything with their fleshy eyes, people can
conceive only of this phenomenal world. Because their
vision is covered by misconception, they cannot perceive
the transcendental world. In Nabadwipa however, nei-
ther misconception nor relative time and space have any
jurisdiction. In Nabadwipa, there exists no suffering for
the living soul. But those who are bound to the ideals of
fruitive work and its reaction have no eyes to see spiritu-
al reality. Entangled in misconception, they see the
divine abode of the Lord as an ordinary place. One who
is very fortunate, however, may gain the company of
devotees. By their mercy divine love will awaken within
the heart, and one can experience the spiritual world of
Vaikuntha. At that time one can see with his spiritually
purified eyes the nonmaterial abode of the Lord. That
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divine realm with its transcendental space and time
exists beyond the relativity of this phgnomene_nl world.”
Nityananda Prabhu concluded by saying, “O Jiva, th_us I
have explained the scientific ontology of Nabadwtpa-
dhama. Please consider this deeply with a pure heart.”
Falling at the lotus feet of Jahnava-devi and
Nityananda Prabhu, Bhaktivinoda Thakura narrates
these hidden truths, praying humbly for their mercy.
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. 1l glories to Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the son of
¢: Saci. All glories to SrT Nityananda Prabhu, the
w2 life and soul of Jahnava-devi. All Glories to
NabadW1pa—dhama the topmost of holy places, where
S1f Caitanya Mahaprabhu appeared in the age of Kali.

Nityananda Prabhu said, “Listen to My words:
Nabadwipa, the holy land of Srl Caltanya, is nondifferent
from Vrndavana, the holy land of Sri Krsna. Measuring
thlrty-two miles in circumference, Nabadmpa consists of
nine islands, which form an eight-petalled lotus that
floats on the waters of the Ganges. Eight of the islands
form the eight petals of the lotus, and the center of that
lotus is the ninth island called Antardwipa.

“The center of Antardwipa is Mayapura. Within
Mayapura is the eternal sphere of influence known as
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Yogapitha, the divine birthplace of Srf Caitanya and eter-
nal pleasure-ground of His pastimes. As Sri Caitanya, the
Supreme Lord Krsna appears in the role of His own
devotee. He comes as the original guru in the form of
Nityananda, and as the devotee-avatara, Advaita. Krsna
appears as His devotional energy, Gadadhara, and as
His follower, Srivasa. These five features of Godhead are
known as Panca-tattva, or the five great truths. Within
the birthplace of SrT Caitanya known as the Yogapitha,
the Panca-tattva have Their seat; thus the Yogapitha is
the holiest of all holy places. The circumference of
Mayapura is three and a half miles, and its diameter
about one and a quarter miles.”

Nityananda continued, “Very soon, by the will of the
Lord, this entire area will be submerged under the
waters of the Ganges. Later, again by His will, this holy
land will be revealed once more in all its glory. The holy
land is eternal. It can never be lost, but it is sometimes
hidden and sometimes visible. In this way, the appear-
ance and disappearance of the divine abode of the Lord
are like the rising and setting of the sun.

“Sr1 Caitanya, My worshipable Lord, resides eternal-
ly in Mayapura on the east bank of the Ganges. In the
eyes of the common people the Lord took sannyasa, left
Nabadwipa, and went elsewhere, but actually Sri
Caitanya never leaves Mayapura or Nabadwipa. Only
devotees can perceive His daily pastimes. You too, Jiva,
will see the dancing pastimes of Sri Caitanya. Mayapura
is on the island of Antardwipa, where Lord Brahma was
able to see Sri Caitanya. O Jiva, if you want to see all
these things, it will be fruitful for you to make a pilgrim-
age here.”

Jiva Goswami, upon hearing the words of Lord
Nityananda, fell at the Lord’s feet with tears in his eyes
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and said, “You will show real mercy to this poor soul if
You take me with You on a pilgrimage of the holy places
of Nabadwipa-dhama.” Hearing the plea of Jiva
Goswami, Nityananda said, “So be it. Today, Jiva, you
shall see Mayapura. And tomorrow, we will visit other
places and tour more extensively.”

With these words Nityananda Prabhu arose, and Jiva
followed behind Him, his heart filled with joy.
Nityananda moved slowly, His body transported by
divine love (gaura-prema). The enchanting figure of
Nityananda, covered with golden ornaments and moved
by waves of spiritual emotion, glittered and shone. The
lotus feet of Nityananda, which could not be attained by
Brahma and Siva in their divine meditation, were merci-
fully bestowed upon Jiva Goswami. Following behind
Nityananda, Jiva Goswami took the dust from His lotus
feet and anointing himself with it and walked on with
great eagerness.

They reached the home of Jagannatha Miéra. As
Nityananda Prab‘hu’entered the house, He introduced
Jiva Goswami to St Sacimata, saying, “O Mother, here is
Srf Jiva. He is a high-minded soul and a dear servant of
817 Caitanya who is extremely fortunate.” As Nityananda
Prabhu spoke, Jiva fell over like a tree uprooted by a
storm. Falling at Sacidevi’s feet and unable to speak, his
body exhibited uncontrollable symptoms of ecstasy.

Out of her mercy Sacimata blessed him. That after-
noon, in the house of Jagannatha Misra, Nityananda
Prabhu and Jiva Goswami accepted prasada. Visnupriya-
devi, on the order of Sacimata, cooked different kinds of
rice, vegetables, chutneys, and sweets. Vaméivadapn
Thakura carefully offered bhoga to the Deity of Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Iéana Thakura, the old servant of
Jagannatha Misra’s family who had been staying there
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~_ With motherly affection Sacidevi invited
Nityananda Prabhu and Jiva Goswami to take prasada
at her home and fed them sumptuously.

since Nimai Pandita had taken sannyasa, happily served
Nityananda Prabhu prasada.

Out of motherly affection, Sacidevi told Nityananda,
“Eat Your rice, my child! You are at Your mother’s house
now. Unseen by You, Nimai has already taken His lunch.
If You will also eat Your lunch, it will make me very
happy.” Hearing the motherly words of Sacidevi,
Nityananda Prabhu enjoyed His lunch with great
delight, and Jiva Goswami honored His remnants.

Jiva Goswami said, “I feel blessed to have the good
fortune of taking prasada in the home of Sri Caitanya in
Mayapura.” After lunch Nityananda Prabhu took His
leave of Sacidevi’s holy feet and took Varmsivadana
Thakura with Him. Jiva Goswami offered his respects to
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Varhéivadana’s lotus feet, and Nityananda explained to
Jiva Goswami, “The devotees know that Vaméivadana is
Krsna’s own dear flute, by whose mercy souls are attract-
ed to Krsna and thirstily drink the highest mellows of
devotion.

“1 ook, Jiva. In this house Sri Caitanya would take us
in and we would perform wonderful pastimes. Just see—
this is the temple of Jagannatha Misra, where he used to
do his daily worship of Visnu. In this house he served his

ests. There is the tulasi bower. While he was still in this
house, he performed all the duties his own father had
done before him. Relying on the authoritative directions
of Vaméivadana Thakura, I§ana now performs those
duties every day. Here there once grew a nim tree. It dis-
appeared by the divine touch of Sri Caitanya.”

As He described this, Nityananda wept in separation
and Varhéivadana also wept. Just then, Srivasa Thakura
approached out of curiosity. When he saw the party of
devotees he joined them, and the four of them left the
home of Jagannatha Misra. Together, they walked two
hundred meters south, until they came to the courtyard
of Srivasa Thakura known as Srivasangam. There Sr
Caitanya used to perform kirtana. With His mind filled
with transcendental pleasure, Nityananda showed the
house of Srivasa to Jiva Goswami, who became over-
whelmed with ecstasy as he remembered the pastimes of
the Lord. -

As Jiva gradually recovered, he had a vision of one of
the Lord’s pastimes. 511 Caitanya was dancing with His
intimate devotees. In that great kirtan party he witnessed
with joy the unprecedented dancing of Advaita Acarya,
Nityananda Prabhu, Gadadhara Pandita, and Haridasa
Thakura, who sang sweetly as they danced. The great
devotee Suklambara danced and was accompanied by
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hundreds of other devotees who also danced blissfully.
Seeing this, Jiva lost consciousness in the ecstasy of
divine love.

Awakening and finding that his vision of the Lord’s
pastimes had vanished, he began to lament, crying,
“Alas! Why was I not born a little earlier? I am so unfor-
tunate! I was born too late to taste the ecstatic bliss of
such a kirtana. But Nityananda’s mercy is unlimited. By
His grace I have had a moment’s good fortune. My only
wish is to stay here in Mayapura forever, so that the mis-
eries of material existence will go far away! But the order
of the Lord is stronger than this poor servant’s desire,
and so I must soon leave. Still, my heart is agitated at the
thought of giving up Mayapura.”

At that time Nityananda Prabhu took Jiva with Him
to the house of Advaita, twenty meters to the north.
There, He told Jiva, “Here is the house of Advaita
Acarya, where the Vaisnavas used to meet to discuss
Krsna. Here, Advaita Prabhu worshiped Krsna, and by
His loud calls caused the treasure of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu to descend into this world.”

From there the four walked ten meters east to the
house of Gadadhara Pandita. In this way Nityananda
showed Jiva Goswami the houses of all the Lord’s associ-
ates. After seeing the houses of the briahmanas, those four
great souls walked down to the banks of the Ganges with
great delight. There, on the border of Mayapura, Jiva
Goswami saw the Vrddha Siva temple.

Nityananda explained, “Lord Siva is the guardian of
this holy land of Mayapura. This is the place where his
eternal consort Praudhamaya is eternally situated. When
the Lord leaves this earthly plane, by His wish the
Ganges will swell and inundate Mayapura. It shall
remain under water for one hundred years, after which
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the floodwaters shall be withdrawn. No houses will
stand there any longer, and thus it shall remain barren
for some time. Later, by the will of the Lord, people shall
again live in Mayapura as before. All these ghﬁf‘as on the
banks of the Ganges will again become manifest, and
devotees will build temples here. One exceedingly won-
derful temple will appear from which eternal service to
817 Caitanya will be preached everywhere. At that time
Praudhamaya will return, and by the Lord’s will she will
perform her duties of revealing His divine abode.”

Hearing these words, Jiva Goswami folded his‘hands
and, taking hold of Nityananda’s lotus feet, said: “O
Lord, You are the Ultimate Truth. The holy land, the holy
name and the holy form of the Lord, all have their gx_is—
tence in You. Although as the guru of all living entities
You act according to the will of the Lord, still You are
understood to be the Supreme since all energies rest in
You. Anyone who thinks there is a difference between
You and Sri Caitanya, O Lord, is counted among the
atheists by the wise. O omniscient Supreme Lord! You
have descended for the purpose of displaying Your pas-
times, but one doubt has arisen within my heal:t. When
the Ganges hides Mayapura, where does Lord Siva and
his energy, his consort Praudhamaya, go?”

Nityananda said, “Jiva, listen carefully to My words.
Look there on the western side of the Ganges. That high
sandy shoal is known as Paradanga. There lives a com-
munity of brahmanas. North of that on the banks is
Chinna Danga. Siva and his energy will stay for some
time in a village which will be situated there in the
future.

“Who can properly describe the glories of that place
on the banks of the Ganges? It is the arena of the rasa
dance. The fleshy eye can see only a sandy patch of land,
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but in reality it is the holiest of holy places, decorated
with transcendental jewels, where divine pastimes are
constantly performed. Mayapura is nondifferent form
the great forest of Mahavana in Gokula Vrndavana, and
Paradanga is Sat Tika, the rasa-mandala of Vrndavana.
Later, the glories of this place will be loudly sung. You
should understand that this Mayapura, these riverbanks,
and the Ganges here are all part of the holy abode of 5ri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Whoever wanders through these
ten miles can see this Mayapura, situated beautifully on
the banks of the Ganges. Whoever makes this pilgrimage
on the full moon day in the month of Phalguna
(February-March) in the company of devotees will cer-
tainly attain the eternal treasure of divine love.

“O Jiva, listen to a secret. A beautiful Deity of
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, which was originally installed
and worshiped by Visnupriya-devi, will soon come to
this holy place, Sat Tika-dhama, where it will be wor-
shiped by brahmana decendents of Jagannatha Miéra’s
family. Four years after the advent day of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, the worship of this Deity will be restored
to the highest standard. Keep these confidential truths to
yourself, for they are not to be revealed at present. For
now let us continue our pilgrimage in great transcenden-
tal bliss.”

Nityananda continued, “Six meters from the bathing
place known as Vrddha Siva Ghata, you can see Sri
Caitanya’s own bathing place. In his childhood He
played in those waters and performed many pranks.
Seeing the good fortune of the Yamuna in whose waters
Krsna played, Gangadevi, the daughter of the
Himalayas, engaged in penances so she could also
achieve the Lord’s association. At last Krsna bestowed
His mercy upon Gangadevi and appeared before her. At
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that time He told her, “Very soon, in a golden form as 5r1
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, I will sport and play in your
waters.” Those pastimes were performed here in the
waters of the Ganges by the master of all three worlds,
811 Caitanya Mahaprabhu.” Upon seeing that holy place
known as Gauranaga Ghata, where the Lord used to
bathe, Jiva Goswami became joyful.

Nityananda continued, “One hundred meters north
of here is the bathing place known as Madhaighata, and
ten meters north of that is a beautiful ghata which is
attractive to all the townspeople. This exceedingly beau-
tiful bathing place is called Barakona Ghata. It was con-
structed by Visvakarma on the order of 511 K1_’§15_1a. At this
spot you will see five Siva temples with their Siva lingas,
all self-effulgent and brilliant. These four ghatas—
Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s own ghata, Vrddha Siva Ghata,
Madhai’s ghata, and Barakona Ghata—increase the
beauty of Sridhama Mayapura. A bath in any of t'hese
four bathing ghatas cleanses away all material miseries.

“Fast of Mayapura is Antardwipa. By the will of the
Lord this place will remain uninhabited for many years.
After some time people will again begin to live there and
it will become famous as one of the glories of Nadia. Jiva,
stay in Mayapura today. Tomorrow we will go to
Simantadwipa.” Hearing this, Jiva Goswami said, “One
question comes to my mind; please hear it. When the
current of the Ganges at last shifts and uncovers
Mayapura, how will the devotees find the lost holy
places? What signs will be left for them to discover?”

Nityananda, relishing the nectarean words of Jiva
Goswami, replied, “Listen, O Jiva. Although the Ganges
will cover most of this place, one corner of Mayapura
will remain intact. Many nondevotees, or yavanas, will
live there, and it will continue to be known as Mayapura.
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About one thousand meters to the southwest one will be
able to see a mound of earth covered with shrubs. This
will indicate the site of Jagannatha Misra’s house. Thirty-
three feet from there the Vrddha Siva temple will be
found, and from such measurements one will be able to
understand where all the other lost holy places are locat-
ed. A pool called Siva Doba will be seen. That will mark
the place where the banks of the Ganges had formerly
been. In this way, by the will of the Lord, the devotees
will reveal the lost holy places. Know this for certain: at
the end of four hundred years, the task of recovering the
lost holy places will begin.”

Sri Jiva Goswami said, “My Lord, why is this place
called Antardwipa?” Nityananda explained, “At the end
of the Dvapara-yuga Lord Brahma performed severe
penances and austerities to get the mercy of Sri Caitanya.
Lord Brahma had stolen the cowherd boys and calves of
Sri Krsna by his mystic power but was defeated by the
master of all mystics, SrT Krsna. “Realizing the great
offesce he had committed, Lord Brahma became most
unhappy. He offered many beautiful prayers to Sri
Krsna, the master of Vrndavana, begged forgiveness, and
was ultimately pardoned by the Lord.

“Then Brahma began to consider, ‘l am thinking that
I am the creator of the universe, but this is a useless men-
tality. By thinking in this way, I have cheated myself out
of divine love of Krsna and the ecstasy of the mellows of
Vrndavana. If only I could have taken my birth as a
cowherd boy in Vrndavana, I would have had the chance
to serve Krsna, the master of the gopis. I was unable to
achieve the ambrosial mellows of Krsna’s pastimes, but I
shall not fall victim to this useless egotism when
Caitanya Mahaprabhu performs His pastimes.”

“Thinking in this way, Lord Brahma went to
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Antardwipa, where he performed austerities and
penances in deep meditation for a long time. At last, one
day, Caitanya Mahaprabhu came to bestow His mercy
on Lord Brahma. He said, ‘O Brahma, I am satisfied with
your austerities. I have come to give you whatever you
want.

“Opening his eight eyes, the four-headed Brahma,
who had been absorbed in meditation, beheld Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu and fell to the ground uncon-
scious. The Lord placed His lotus foot upon Brahma’s
heads, and Lord Brahma, enlightened with divine
knowledge, began to sing the glories of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu.”

Nityananda continued, “Lord Brahma began to pray
as follows: ‘I am low, worthless and controlled by pride.
Forgetting your lotus feet, I have become absorbed in the
mellows of material life. Lord Siva, Lord Indra, all the
demigods and myself are subordinate to You; we are
Your slaves. This is stated in the scriptures, but we are
not as fortunate as Your pure devotees and so maya cov-
ers us with the net of illusion.”

“‘The first hundred trillion years of my life have now
passed and I have finally been forced to this realization.
How will I spend my next hundred trillion years? If I
remain in illusion, I will simply suffer. My only prayer is
that I may become Your associate in Your earthly pas-
limes. Giving up the illusion that I am the creator of the
universe, I want only to take birth in Your association
and sing Your glories.’

“Hearing the prayers of Lord Brahma, Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu said, ‘So be it,” and bestowed upon him the
treasure of divine love, saying: ‘When My pastimes
become visible on Earth, you will take birth in a yavana
family. You will become famous for your humility as
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Haridasa Thakura. Completely free of all pride, you will
chant three hundred thousand names of Krsna daily.
Passing from this world, you will see Me, and at the end
of the second hundred trillion years of your life, you will
attain Nabadwipa- dhama, absorbed in the eternal mel-
lows of divine love.

“‘Now hear these most confidential words, O
Brahma, for this is not clear in the scripture for all to see.
Taking the position of a devotee, I will reveal the sankir-
tana movement to inaugurate the chant-ing of the holy
names of Krsna. In this way I will taste the nectar of the
mellows of devotion. I will make all the devotees of all
the previous avataras intoxicated with the nectar of
Vrndavana. To experience the love that Srimati
Radharani has for Me, I will appear with Her sentiments
and complexion. Taking Her position, I will taste that
happiness which only She obtains in serving Me. From
today act as My disciple and, as Haridasa Thakura, serve
Me eternally.’

“Saying this, Caitanya Mahaprabhu became invisible.
At that time Brahma fell to the ground and in a half con-
scious state cried out, ‘O Caitanya Mahaprabhu! Friend
of the fallen! Dearest to the devotees! When will I attain
the shelter of Your lotus feet?” In this way he wept for
many days and then returned to Brahmaloka to finish
His work.” Here Nityananda concluded his talks with
Jiva Goswami on Antardwipa.

Always praying for the mercy of Jahnava-devi and
Nityananda Prabhu and aspiring for the shade of Their
lotus feet, Bhaktivinoda Thakura, who considers himself
most fallen, sings the glories of Nabadwipa-dhama.
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{:X i glories to Nityananda, the life of Jahnava. All
LoX glories to &ri Advaita Acarya Prabhu, the hus-
band of Sita. All glories to Gadadhara Pandita. All glo-
ries to Srivasa Thakura and all the devotees of the Lord.
Early the next morning Nityananda Prabhu left with
&rivasa and Jiva Goswami. Joining up with Ramadasa
and other devotees, they chanted the h_oly name of Sr1
Caitanya in sarikirtana as they continued on their way.
When they came to the very edge of Antardwipa,
Nityananda pointed out the holy place known as
Ganganagar to Jiva Goswami, saying: “O Jiva, 11s§cn
carefully. Ganganagar was founded by the great King
Bhagiratha of the Raghu dynasty. He arranged for the
descent of the Ganges into this world in order to bathe

gﬁ? % 11 glories to Sri Caitanya, the son of Sacidevi. All
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the ashes of his ancestors in her holy waters, thus deliv-
ering them.

“When the Ganges descended, King Bhagiratha
raced in front of her in his chariot, leading the way while
blowing a conchshell. When the Ganges arrived at
Nabadwipa-dhama, however, she stood still and would
not go any further. Seeing this, King Bhagiratha became
afraid that the Ganges would remain there forever and
that his ancestors would never benefit from her holy
waters. Retracing his steps, he returned to where the
Ganges had stopped at this place, now known as
Ganganagar. Here he began performing austerities until
the goddess Gangadevi, the personified Ganges, became
pleased with him and appeared before him. At that time
Bhagiratha said, ‘O Mother Ganges, if you remain here,
my forefathers will never be delivered.’

“Gangadevi said, ‘Listen, O heroic Bhagiratha. Just
stay here for a few days. The month of Magha (January-
February) has now come to Nabadwipa. When the
month of Phalguna (February- March) ends, I shall leave
this place and go on, fulfilling the desires of your forefa-
thers. O Bhagiratha, I am the water that washes the lotus
feet of the Supreme Lord. At this place, His own divine
abode, I would like to have my desires fulfilled. On the
full moon day of Phalguna, the birthday of the Lord, my
vow will be completed. At that time I will certainly go
with you. Have no fear.”

Nityananda concluded, “Here in Ganganagar,
Maharaja Bhagiratha, the king of the Raghu dynasty,
stayed until the full moon day of the month of Phalguna.
And so, anyone who bathes in the Ganges, fasts, and
worships Sri Caitanya on the full moon day of Phalguna
crosses over the material ocean of birth and death along
with one thousand of his ancestors. Such a great soul
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When the Ganges descended into this world,
King Bhagiratha swiftly raced ahead of her in his chariot,
directing the path of the rushing waters.
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will, at the time of death, attain the transcendental planet
of Goloka. This holy place known as Ganganagar is even
more glorious because Sri Caitanya danced here many
times. Over there are the houses of Gangadasa Pandita,
Sri Caitanya’s grammar teacher, and Sanjaya dasa, the
famous singer who could chant the names of Krsna very
sweetly. All these holy places are very pleasing to see.

“Now hear the glories of this pond to the east. It is
now known as Ballal Dirghika and has been described
several times during the Satya-yuga. When the mighty
King Prthu began his grand program of cutting down
the hills and leveling the Earth for cultivation, a great
effulgence came forth from this place. When the workers
told the king, he came to see that supernatural phenome-
non, although being an incarnation of Godhead (4ak-
tyavesa avatara), he knew this place to be Nabadwipa-
dhama. Keeping the glories of this holy place secret at
that time, he ordered that a pond be established here.
From then on it became known as Prthu-kunda. Upon
drinking its pure water, the villagers felt indescribable
bliss. Later the King of Bengal, Laksman Sen, excavated
and enlarged this pond. To deliver his forefathers, he
named it Ballal Dirghika after his father, Ballal Sen.”

Nityananda continued, “On that beautiful hill over
there stood Laksman Sen’s house, which has since been
destroyed by the passing of time. In order to become
enriched with piety, various kings contributed great
wealth to decorate this holy place. And now, because the
heathen yavana kings have desecrated the place, the
devotees no longer worship here. The place itself is still
very pure, but for fear of contamination by the yavanas,
no one lives there. Because horrible offenses were made
to the Deity of the Lord here, the devotees left.”

Saying this with a roar like a lion, Lord Nityananda
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went on to nearby Simuliyarama and explained the glo-
ries of that holy place to Jiva Goswami. He said, “This
edge of Nabadwipa, here on the south bank of the
Ganges, is known to saints as Simantadwipa. In time the
Ganges will cover all but one small portion of this land.
That place will be known as Simuliya, where the sensual-
ly-minded people will worship Parvati, the wife of Siva,
as the Divine Mother.

“Iisten, and I shall tell you the history of this place.
Once, in Satya-yuga, Siva, crying the name of Sri
Caitanya, began dancing madly. At that time Parvati
became curious to know who Caitanya Mahaprabhu
was.

“She said, ‘By seeing your astonishing dance and
hearing the name of &ri Caitanya, my heart is melting.
Up until now, I have only heard of materialistic tantras
and mantras. But these rituals simply lead to the soul’s
further entanglement in this material world. My dear
husband, please tell me about 5 Caitanya. I think that
by worshiping Him, I may achieve actual life.””

Nityananda continued, “While meditating on Sri
Caitanya, Siva heard the words of Parvati and replied,
‘Unto you who are the divine energy of the Supreme
Lord, a partial expansion of Srimati Radharani, I shall
now explain the crest-jewel of all truths. Accepting the
mood of Srimati Radharani, the Supreme Lord will
descend in the age of Kali at Mayapura as the son of Sacl.
His beautiful body shining like a golden jewel, the Lord,
intoxicated with His pastimes of chanting the holy name
in kirtana, will distribute the nectar of divine love. Alas
for the fate of one who doesn’t taste a drop of the flood of
love of Godhead! His life is wasted. Just remembering
the promise of the Lord that He will come, I am drown-
ing in the ocean of divine love. Unable to maintain my
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patience, I have given up my own city of Kasi and have
come to Nabadwipa. Here, on the banks of the Ganges, I
will live in a hut and worship 5ri Caitanya.””

Nityananda continued, “Hearing Lord Siva’s words,
the beautiful Parvati hurried to Simantadwipa.
Constantly meditating on the form of Sri Caitanya and
vibrating His holy name, she became immersed in divine
love. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, in a mood of mercy and
magnanimity, suddenly appeared before her with His
associates. His complexion was the color of molten gold.
His arms were long, His curling hair beautiful. He wore
a long dhoti, folded in three places, and a garland of flow-
ers swung from His neck. In this way He was very beau-
tiful to behold.”

_“I—Iis voice faltering in the ecstasy of divine love, Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu said, ‘O Parvati, why have you
come here?” Parvati fell at His lotus feet and with an agi-
tatfed mind explained her sorrow: ‘O Lord of the
Universe,” she prayed, ‘Although You are merciful to all,
You are the cause of my distress. O deliverer of the fall-
en, You have given me jurisdiction over all living beings
Who turn away from You, and I must keep them bound
in the material world. I have come into the material
world to do this work and have thus been cheated out of
the unlimited divine love that You are distributing. I am
Méyﬁ, illusion personified. It is said that wherever there
is K;‘s_na, there is no maya. Because of this I must always
remain within the material world, outside Your spiritual
realm. How will I ever see Your pastimes? If You do not
offer me a way, I am completely without hope.””

Nityananda explained, “Saying this, the chaste
Parvati in great anxiety took the dust from the lotus feet
of Sr1 Caitanya and placed it in the part in her hair. (This
part in a lady’s hair is called simanta and is anointed with
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vermilion at the time of marriage.) This is how this place
became called Stmantadwipa. The common people call it
Stmuliya. ;

“Being pleased with Parvati-devi, Sri Caitanya told
her, ‘Listen carefully to My words, O supreme goddess.
As My energy you are nondifferent from Me. My divine
energy takes two forms. Within the spiritual world SrT
Radha is the original form of My internal energy. When
My divine energy manifests its external feature within
this material world, Srimati Radharani, the supreme fem-
inine principle, is represented as yourself. Without you
My pastimes could not be accomplished, for as
Yogamaya in the spiritual world, your assistance is so
necessary to enhance My [ild. In Vraja you are eternally
present as Paurnamast, and in Nabadwipa you are pre-
sent as Praudhamaya along with Siva, the guardian of
the holy dhama.”” :

Nityananda concluded, “Saying this, 511 Caitanya
disappeared. Parvati was overcome with the ecstasy of
divine love. Filled with love of Godhead, she remains
there in her own form as the mistress of STmantadwipa,
and in her form as Praudhamaya she stays in
Mayapura.”

Having narrated this story, Nityananda Prabhu took
Jiva Goswami with Him and quickly entered Kazi
Nagara. There He told Jiva Goswami: “Q Jiva, listen care-
fully. Kazi Nagara is none other than Mathura. Here,
after performing kirtana, Caitanya Mahaprabhu deliv-
ered the Kazi, the Muslim Mayor of Nabadwipa, and
bestowed upon him the jewel of love of Godhead. In his
previous life the Chand Kazi of Nabadwipa had been the
cruel King Karhsa of Mathura. In the same way that
Karhsa was Krsna’s uncle, the Kazi was Sri Caitanya’s
uncle.
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“After the Kazi stopped the chanting of Hare Krsna
and broke the mrdanga drum, everyone took shelter of Sri
Caitanya, fearing the Kazi’s wrath. The Kazi was under
orders from Hussein Shah, the Muslim King of Bengal.
In his former life the Shah had been the demonic
Jarasandha in Krsna's pastimes. The Lord, in His half-
man, half-lion form of Nrsimha, struck fear into the heart
of the Kazi. Just as cruel King Kamsa had been struck
with fear, knowing that Krsna would kill him, the Kazi
was filled with terror beholding the power of the Lord.
Instead of killing him, however, as Krsna killed Karhsa,
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu bestowed divine love of
Godhead upon the Kazi, who became the best of devo-
tees. Whoever hears this story of the Kazi’s deliverance is
most fortunate.”

Nityananda concluded, “Just see the difference
between Vrndavana and Nabadwipa: those who offend-
ed Krsna in Vrndavana attained impersonal liberation,
merging into the Lord’s effulgence, whereas those who
commit offenses in Nabadwipa achieve the treasure of
love of Godhead. Because they are filled with mercy, the
pastimes of Caitanya Mahaprabhu may therefore be con-
sidered the highest expression of divinity. The holy
name, abode, form, and qualities of i Caitanya are so
merciful that they do not consider any offenses. As long
as any offenses remain within a devotee’s heart, the holy
name and abode of Krsna will deliver him only after a
long time. On the other hand, simply by chanting the
holy name of 5ri Caitanya and by visiting the holy land
of 5r1 Caitanya, one quickly attains divine love. Offenses
are no obstacle, because here in Nabadwipa a devotee
can conquer over them very easily. O Jiva, one who visits
this place and sees the samadhi of the Kazi will soon be
released from the pains of material existence.”
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Nityananda Prabhu, His voice choked with the ecsta-
sy of prema, then quickly moved on t’(’) Sgnkhavamk
Nagara. There He told Jiva Goswami: '[:hlS [_)lace_you
see here before you is called Sara [_)e'mga. It is quite a
wonderful sight. Even the name is beautlfu’l. Here L(f)rd
Jagannatha lives with the hunters known as sabaras. After
the Lord killed the Raktabahu demon, He came here out

i rcy to live eternally.”
E Héiﬁ; p);st Tanturaya G);arna, they saw th_e c?:ctage Qf
Kholaveca Sridhara. Nityananda Prabhu said, “At t.hIS
place 511 Caitanya held kirtana and took rest, ha\{m-g
bestowed His mercy upon His devote?s. And so it is
called Visrama Sthana, the place of resting. Let"us also
take rest here at the house of Kholaveca Sridhara. .

Hearing the arrival of Nityananda Prabhu, Kholaveca
Sridhara came out, paid his full obeisafnce”s, and offered
worship to the Lord. “O Lord,” he said, “You are very
merciful to this servant of Yours. I beg You to take rest
here.” Nityananda replied, “You are most fortunate, for
the Lord showed His mercy to you. This afternoon we

re

Shal}lil:iasrtigg this, Sridhara’s desire to serve the Lprd was
fulfilled. With great affection he gathered 1ngred1ents for
cooking and arranged for some devotee brahmflr_l_as_ to
prepare lunch. When Nityananda Prabhu_ and Sr1v_asal
Thakura had finished taking their meals, Jiva Goswami
ate their remnants with great bliss. Sridhara then malde
Nityananda Prabhu lie down on a bed, and with
Vams3ivadana he raised up the Lord’s lotus feet. .

Later that afternoon Sridhara took Jiva to see Sgsﬂ‘n
Tirtha. Srivasa said, “Listen, ]iva/. Once' upon a time,
when the demigods heard that Sr1 CaItan.ya would
descend at Nabadwipa, Visvakarma, the architect of the
gods, came to Nadia. He saw that it would be hard for
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the devotees to obtain water on the roads where the Lord
would perform sankirtana. So that the devotees would
have ample water, Visvakarma dug six wide ponds in
one night. The last pond he dug is here in Kazigram.
Near Sridhara’s beautiful banana patch, you can see that
pond. There, as Nimai Pandita, 5ri Caitanya would
sometimes play in the water, and there he would steal
Sridhara’s bananas. Even now Sridhara gathers the
banana flowers and banana stem vegetables that grow
and brings them to Sact with great happiness.”

Srivasa continued, “Beside this place is Mayamari.
Listen carefully and I shall explain its history, which is
described in the Purdnas. Once, while Balarima was on
His pilgrimage, He arrived in Nabadwipa to rest. The
brahmanas told Him about the demon known as
Mayasura. Hearing about the disturbance the demon
had been causing, Balarama went forth with great fury to
meet him in the field. A great battle began between
Balarama and Mayasura, and finally the demon was
kalled.

“Since then the place has been called Mayamari, the
place where Mayasura was killed. This is the ancient his-
tory of this holy place. In Vmdavana this holy place is
called Talavana, and it is visible only to those who are
most fortunate.” That night they all stayed there, and the
next day, crying “Hari! Hari!” they continued their pil-
grimage.

This humble servant, Bhaktivinoda, whose only wish
15 to attain the shade of the lotus feet of Jahnava-devi and
Nityananda Prabhu, thus reveals the glories of Nadia.
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GODRUMADWIPA
Part One

Il glories to 5ri Gauracandra! All glories to
A/ Nityananda! All glories to Advaita Acirya, and
LR o]l glories to Sri Gadadhara Pandita. All glories
to Srivasa Thakura and all the devotees who are devoted
to 5rf Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s lotus feet. All glories to the
holy land of Nabadwipa.

Leaving Visrima Sthina, the party proceeded to
Suvarna Bihar. There Nityananda said, “O Jiva, this is a
‘wonderful place. Like the rest of Nabadwipa, it tran-
- arenos mteri.ﬂ.l oxistence. Ll:lng ﬂgﬂ, duﬂ.'l'lg &t}"ﬂ—'y'l.i,gﬂ,
the famous king Suvarna Sen lived here in Nabadwipa.

. years he was deepl involved in the affairs of
e s . Although

the state and absorbed in ruling his kingdom
he was fast growing old, he could take no rest from his

labors. His heart was filled with materialistic hankering
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and he was always thinking of how to increase his
wealth.

“One day, by some great fortune, King Suvarna Sen
was visited by Narada Muni. The king received him lav-
ishly and offered opulent worship to Narada. Narada
bestowed his mercy on the king by personally instruct-
ing him in the highest spiritual truths. Narada told him:
‘O king, you are uselessly passing your days thinking
only of riches and profits. You should know that your
“wealth” is worthless. Divine knowledge is supreme
wealth. For once, consider this deeply: neither your wife,
sons, nor friends belong to you. At death no one owns
anything. When you die and your ashes are scattered in
the river, you will be forced to leave behind everything
you have gathered in your house. Why maintain false
hopes for happiness in this temporary world? A mirage
can not quench ones thirst. If you can tell me how I can
become happy in this world without suffering any pain, I
will certainly join you in your quest for wealth. But the
promise of material happiness is a lie, my dear king. This
mortal life is short and barely lasts a hundred years.
Know this to be essential: you must go beyond this
world of illusion to the place where there is no pain—
only happiness.””

Nityananda continued, “Sri Narada said, ‘How can
one reach that world where there is neither fear nor pain
nor grief? It will not be possible through knowledge or
renunciation alone, although by following that path one
may become free from material bondage and attain one-
ness with Brahman. In oneness, however, there is no
ecstasy. In fact, oneness is an act of spiritual suicide that
defies the Personality of Godhead. One who practices
knowledge and renunciation may become free from this
negative world, but he gains nothing positive. Just con-
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&1 Narada bestowed his mercy upon King Su-v_arna Sena ‘by
personally instructing him in the highest spiritual truths.
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sider this aspect of the realization attained through one-
ness.

““One who is truly wise strives neither to exploit this
world nor to renounce it, but dedicates himself to the
lotus feet of Sri Krsna. This dedication to Godhead is
done without attraction for material gain but only out of
devotion for Sri Krsna. Devotion, or bhakti, may be divid-
ed into three parts. The first is sambandha, or understand-
ing the relationship between the soul and the Supreme
Soul, 5r1 Krsna. The second is called abidheya, or the
means for realizing that relationship. And finally there is
prayojana, the ultimate goal of life.

“'The relationship of the soul to Krsna is that of ser-
vant to master. Devotion is the only means of success in
self-realization; without devotion to Krsna, everything is
useless. And the fruit of the tree of bhakti is divine love,
Krsna-prema. That fruit is the ultimate necessity, the goal
of life, and the eternal treasure of all souls. Material
enjoyment and liberation are insignificant by compari-
son.

“’Krsna is compared to the sun because His self-efful-
gent transcendental bliss, divine knowledge, and pas-
times of beauty illuminate the entire spiritual world.
Maya is compared to a shadow. The jiva souls are com-
pared to an atomic ray of the Krsna sun: they are margin-
al potency. If the soul falls under the spell of maya, or
misconception, he becomes bound by darkness. One
who turns away from Krsna contacts maya. Entangled in
the misconception of independence, he accepts responsi-
bility for all his actions and suffers their reactions
(karma).

“Thus the soul, ignorant of the laws of action and
reaction, is tossed by the waves of death’s dark ocean.
When he thinks of how to escape from his pains, he tries
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performing the sacrificial rituals of the Vedas for good
karma. Sometimes he accepts the eightfold path of yoga
or attempts self-realization through knowledge of
Brahman. Sometimes he tries to extricate himself with
the help of reason. None of these paths, however, proves
successful, and he remains unmindful of the treasure
within his own soul.

“"While continuously wandering throughout this
material universe, one who is fortunate achieves the
company of saints and imbibes from them faith (émdc_ihﬁ)
in Krsna consciousness. In the company of those saints
(sc‘zdh.ri—'sanga) he worships and serves Sr1 KF&J? (bh'ajana‘),
giving up his former bad habits (anﬁrthg-mvrttz). His
devotion gradually becomes firm (nistha). As he
" advances further he develops a real taste for the service
of the Lord (ruci), which becomes unflinching attachment
(@sakti), maturing in ecstatic affection (bhiva), and finally
divine love (prema). These are the stages in the develop-
ment of pure devotion to Krsna. :
“’Hearing, chanting, remembering, serving, worship-
ing, bowing down, servitude, friendship, and self-surren-
der—these are the ninefold processes of bhakti, or dedica-
tion to Godhead. One who performs these in the associa-
tion of devotees attains Krsna-prema, divine love.

““You are most fortunate, O king, for you are a resi-
dent of Nabadwipa-dhama. By living in the holy land,
you have begun your good fortune, for here you can eas-
ily have the association of saints. As your faith grows in
the company of saints and you sing the holy name a‘nd
wonderful qualities of SrT Krsna, divine love will rise like
the sun within your heart.

“But in Kali-yuga even greater wealth will be avail-
able here in Nabadwipa. At that time Sri Krsna, along
with His associates, will descend to perform His pas-

53



Nabadwipa-Dhama Mahatmya

times as Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. He who calls on the
name of Sri Caitanya will quickly receive the mercy of
Krsna and reach the divine abode of Vrndavana. One
who goes on worshiping Krsna without calling for the
help of Sri Caitanya will reach Krsna only after a long
time. But one who takes the name of Sri Caitanya quickly
attains Krsna, for the holy name of Caitanya
Mahaprabhu is so merciful that He accepts no offenses.””
Nityananda Prabhu continued His narration:
“Having spoken thus, Narada became overwhelmed and
began crying out the name of Sri Caitanya, dancing, and
chanting ‘Gaurahari bol, Gaurahari bol, Gaurahari bol!
Narada’s mystical lute, his ving, also began to sing, ‘O
Gaurahari! When will the blessed Kali-yuga come?’
“With this Narada went off, and divine love arose
like the morning sun within the heart of King Suvarna
Sen. Crying the name of Caitanya Mahaprabhu like a
madman and begging love of Godhead from the devo-
tees, he became free from all material desires. Later, in
his sleep, the king saw Sri Gaura and Gadadhara with
Their eternal associates and devotees dancing in the
courtyard. Surrounding the golden form of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, the multitudes were shouting ‘Hare
Krsna!” while dancing and embracing one another.
“When he awoke from his dream, the king began
weeping in great anguish out of separation from Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Suddenly a divine voice spoke
from the heavens, saying, ‘O king, when I appear on
Earth, you will be among My associates. Your name will
be Buddhimanta Khan, and at that time you will attain
service in the holy abode of Nabadwipa-dhama at the
lotus feet of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.” Hearing the

voice form the sky, King Suvarna Sen composed himself
and began to worship Sr1 Caitanya.”
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When Nityananda had finished narrating this_st?ry
about Narada Muni and King Suvarna Sen, Srivasa
Thakura, who is himself the incarnation of Nz‘arad_a, fell
unconscious. Overcome by great ecstasy and in‘toxwafed
with the nectar of Sri Caitanya’s holy name, Srila Jiva
Goswami also fell to the ground unconscious.

Jiva Goswami began to cry, “O Mahaprabhu! When
will I ever see You here? When will I see that brllhafnf
golden jewel i Caitanya?” At that time the kirtana of Sti
Caitanya was revealed to him in all its spl’erldor. As his
eyes drank the nectar of that vision, Sfl Caitanya
Mahaprabhu began dancing, while Nityananda an_d
Advaita began to sing the divine qualities of the Lord in
the great assembly of devotees who had gathered there
to chant. As the drums and cymbals played, the song
grew sweeter. In this way the kirtana pastimes of Sri
Caitanya that had once taken place there were recreated.
The kirtana lasted six hours, and the ecstasy it produced
is impossible to describe.

At length Jiva Goswami and the others \_xvent. on to
Deva Polli, loudly singing the glories of Sr1 Caitanya
Mahaprabhu. In that village they rested as the guests (?f
Lord Nrsmhadeva, the presiding Deity. They took tl}elr
noon meals there and that evening they went strolling
through Deva Polli just as the sun was‘sett:ing._

Nityananda Prabhu began explaining the importance
of that place. He said, “This town is known as Deva.Polh.
Here, Nrsrhhadeva, the half-man, half-lion incarnation of
the Lord is worshiped. Out of mercy for His devotee
Prahlada, Nrsmhadeva appeared and killed the great
demon Hiranyakasipu. Having slain the demon, the
Lord came here to rest.

“After that, to worship the Lord, Brahma and th.c
other demigods made their homes here and began this
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town. On the bank of the Mandakini River, on top of a
hill, this village called Nrsimhaksetra was established.
Everyone was absorbed in the worship of Nrsthhadeva.
If you look over there, you will see the homes of Surya,
the sun-god, and Brahma, the creator. To the east is the
place where Lord Nrsmhadeva Himself actually took
rest. Over there is where Gane$a made his home, and on
that side is where Indra, the king of demigods, made his
home.

“Although Viévakarma, the architect of the gods,
arranged the construction of hundreds of palaces made
of jewels here, in time they were all destroyed. The
Mandakini River dried up, and now only these mounds
of earth mark the original places where the demigods
made their homes. These countless broken stones are the
only remnants of the great temples they once built. One
day in the future, a great devotee king will receive a drop
- of mercy from Lord Nrsmhadeva and build another tem-
ple here. He will install the Deity of Nrsmhadeva and
establish His worship once again. Although Deva Polli is
on the boundary of the pilgrimage path that encircles the
holy land of Nabadwipa, still it lies within the thirty-two-
mile circle of the dhdma and is considered to be within
Nabadwipa-dhama.”

The fallen Bhaktivinoda, whose only wealth is the
lotus feet of Nitai and Jahnava-devi, thus sings the
unlimited glories of Nabadwipa-dhama, giving up the
net of worldly illusion.
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VAFRESE 11 glories to Sr1 Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the son of
: 'Saiii. All glories to 5rT Nityananda Prabhu. All
R glories to Sr1 Advaita Acarya, the husband of
Sitadevi and king of devotees. All glories to Sri
Gadadhara and the assembly of devotees. All glories to
the beautiful Nabadwipa-dhama, and all glories to the
holy name of 5r1 Caitanya Mahaprabhu. "
Nityananda Prabhu, Jiva Goswami, Srivasa Thakura,
and the other devotees continued on their pilgrimage,
chanting the holy name of Krsna in sankirtana.
Nityananda Prabhu was floating on waves of ecstasy
and drowning in divine love. His voice was falteru;g,
and with tears streaming down His lotus face He cried
out “Gaura! Gaura!” His sparkling ornaments danced
upon His beautiful divine form, illuminating all ten

directions.
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Srivasa Thakura danced with Jiva Goswami.
Sometimes they would dance in joy and sometimes they
would weep in separation from Sri Caitanya. In this way
all the devotees, dancing and dancing, gradually contin-
ued on their pilgrimage to all the holy places in
Nabadwipa-dhama.

As they arrived near Alakananda, Nityananda
Prabhu, floating in waves of ecstasy, explained, “From
west of the village of Bilvapaksa Grama, which is now
known as Bela-Pukuriya, the Mandakini River surrounds
Nadia. At Suvarna Bihar the Alakananda River leaves
the Mandakini. On the eastern bank of the Alakananda,
at Hari Hara Ksetra, a beautiful Deity will someday be
discovered within the lovely forest there.

“Look west of the Alakananda River and you can see
Kasi, the abode of Siva. There, Siva and his consort
Parvati are worshiped by their followers. The Kasi of
Nabadwipa is superior to the Kasi of Benares, because
here Siva is always dancing and chanting the holy name
of 5ri Caitanya and begging his followers to dedicate
themselves to Him.

“The salvation which sannyasis obtain by cultivation
of knowledge for a thousand years in Kasi is obtained in
Nabadwipa by devotees who simply chant the name of
Sri Caitanya and dance. At the time of leaving their bod-
ies, they are delivered by Siva, who shouts the name of
Sri Caitanya into their ears. This holy place is thus called
Maha-Varanasi, for here there is no fear of death.”

At that moment Nityananda Prabhu, dancing,
asked Jiva Goswami to accept divine love of Sri
Caitanya. Invisible to everyone, Siva and Parvati came
forward and bowed at Nityananda’s lotus feet. Siva
and his consort achieved the fulfillment of all their
hearts' desires from Him and went off repeatedly
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singing the name of Sri Caitanya.

Nityananda Prabhu walked with the devotees to the
village of Gadigacha. When He arrived there, He spoke
with a smile: “This place is called Godrumadwipa.
Surabhi, the desire-cow of Indra, resides here eternally.
When Indra, the king of demigods and lord of rain, was
overwhelmed with illusion and pride, he flooded Gokula
with rain. At that time Sri Krsna lifted Govardhan Hill
and protected Gokula. His pride crushed, Indra recog-
nized Krsna as the Supreme Lord and fell at His lotus
feet to beg forgiveness. Sri Krsna, the son of Nanc?la,
being an ocean of mercy, forgave Indra, but Indra contin-
ued to be fearful of the sin he had committed.

“ Approaching Surabhi, he said, ‘Because I could not
understand Krsna’s pastimes I committed a great
offense. I have heard that in the Kali-yuga, Krsna, the son
of Maharaja Nanda, will perform wonderful pastimes in
Nabadwipa. But I hesitate to approach Him for fear of
again falling into illusion and offending Him. As you are

" a surabhi, a desire-cow, you know everything. Kindly
~ help me solve this dilemma.

rrr

Nityananda continued: “Surabhi answered Indra l:_)y

saying, ‘Let us go to Nabadwipa-dhama and worship
Nimai Pandita. He is Krsna appearing in His most mag-
‘nanimous feature as 5ri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.” Arriving
in Nabadwipa, Indra and Surabhi began to Worship Sri
Caitanya. Since the worship of 5r1 Caitanya is very easy,
its results are easily attained. By constantly repeating His
name, tears of ecstasy filled their eyes, and soon they
received a visit from the Lord.

“The Lord’s beautiful transcendental form was full of
charm and wonder. He was laughing and bubbling over
with the nectar of divine love. Sri Caitanya said, ‘I know
your wish. Very soon I will appear in Nabadwipa. At
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that time you will serve Me, and the net of illusion will
no longer bind you.’ The Lord vanished, but Surabhi
remained here beside a banyan tree, constantly serving
the lotus feet of 5ri Caitanya. Therefore, the place is
called Go-druma-dwipa (cow-tree island).”

Nityananda continued, “At this holy place, the spiri-
tual desires of all saintly devotees are fulfilled. By build-
ing a cottage and worshiping here, one will soon attain
the shelter of Sri Caitanya’s lotus feet.

“On this island, the son of Mrkanda, Markandeya
Muni, lived during the flood of devastation. The sage
was destined to live for seven kalpas. This was the result
of a benediction given by Lord Siva. Seeing the great
danger brought by the floodwaters of devastation,
Markandeya began looking for shelter. As the waters
rose, he was swept away by the waves of the tempest. As
he was tossed upon the ocean in that great storm, he
lamented, saying, ‘Why was I cursed to live so long?’

“Fortunately, the holy land of Nabadwipa remained
untouched as a shelter for devotees. Submerged by the
waves, the sage became unconscious. As he sank beneath
the waters of devastation, the merciful surabhi cow saw
him and rescued him by carefully pulling him to land.
Upon regaining consciousness, the son of Mrkanda saw
the island of Godruma, an astonishing place extending
for many, many miles in all directions. Brilliant streams
and rivers flourished everywhere, trees and vines were
flowering, and birds sang the glories of Sr1 Caitanya.

“Markandeya heard a voice saying, ‘Look at the

banyan tree extending for eight miles in all directions.
See the Surabhi there.” The sage approached Surabhi and
said, ‘O goddess, please save my life; be kind enough to
give me some milk.” Surabhi was merciful and fed the
sage with her milk. After regaining his strength, the sage
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said to the cow, ‘O goddess, O mother. Your mercy is
well known throughout the universe. Unknowingly 1
received the boon to live for trillions of years without
dying, and thus at the time of devastation I suffer great-
ly. All I do is constantly undergo miseries. There is no
happiness here for me at all. Please tell me how I can
‘become free from this unhappy condition.”” :
Nityananda continued, “Surabhi instructed h1r.n, say-
ing, ‘Worship the two lotus feet of Caitanya
‘Mahaprabhu. Nabadwipa is nonmaterial. It can never be
destroyed. To the naked eye it measures thirty-two
miles, but, actually, it contains the entire spiritual wor.ld.
This place is free from all fault and illusion. Surrounding
it is the spiritual river known as Viraja. Each of the nine
islands of Nabadwipa-dhama is one billion krosas in
‘diameter, and in the center lies Mayapura, a vast city.
The eight islands are the eight petals of that giant lotus,
and the center of that lotus is Antardwipa. All holy
‘places, demigods, and rsis aspire to come and live here,
worshiping Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

“‘For your own good, Markandeya, take shelter of
the lotus feet of Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Take shelter of
pure devotion and give up the desire for enjoyment and
liberation. By surrendering to Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu,
you will realize the highest sweetness of love of
Godhead. When that pure devotion fills your heart, you
will drown in the nectar of the Lord’s artful pastimes.
You will reach the shelter of the lotus feet of Srimati
- Radharani in Vrndavana, and your heart will be fixed in
serving 6rf Radha and Govinda. You should undeljstan'd
that the happiness of pure devotional service is
unmatched, whereas the knowledge of oneness is use-

less.””
Nityananda concluded, “Hearing the words of

—
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Markandeya Rsi begged the Surabhi cow to help him get relief
from the benediction he received to live for seven kalpas.

Surabhi, the sage folded his hands and said, ‘If I take to
the worship of Sr1 Caitanya, what will be my fate?’
Surabhi answered him by explaining the essence of all
scriptural conclusions. She said, ‘There is no considera-
tion of offenses in the worship of Sri Caitanya. As soon
as you call upon the name of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu,
all sinful reactions are destroyed. At that time one
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becomes free from distress and is no longer bound to this
world of birth and death. One becomes free not only
from the reactions of karma, but from the doubts and
suspicions which attack faith. Considering all this, sub-
‘merge yourself in the ecstasy of devotional mellows by
worshiping Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.’

~ “Hearing this, Markandeya was filled with bliss. He
began shouting the name of Sri Caitanya, laughing and
crying with tears of joy. And this is that wonderful place
‘where Markandeya received new life.”

Jiva Goswami, hearing the glories of 5ri Caitanya
‘Mahaprabhu from the lotus mouth of Nityananda
Prabhu, felt supreme happiness. After spending the day
at that sacred place, they continued on to Madhyadwipa.
Knowing that the lotus feet of Nitai and Jahnava are
the essence of life, Bhaktivinoda sings the glories of
Nadia, following Their orders.
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MADHYADWIPA
Part One

2% 11 glories to Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the gold-
en moon. All glories to Nityananda Prabhu. All
A4 olories to Sr1 Gadadhara Pandita. All glories to
Srivasa Thakura and all the devotees of the Lord. All glo-
ries to Sri Nabadwipa-dhama, the home of devotees and
the king of all holy places.

When the night had ended, Nityananda Prabhu,
intoxicated with songs of Sr Caitanya, left that place.
Taking the devotees with Him, He continued on to visit
other holy places. As they walked along, absorbed in
love of Godhead, they distributed their ecstasy to
whomever they met on the way.

When they arrived in Madhyadwipa, Nityananda
Prabhu began laughing and said: “This is Majidagrama.
The great sages known as the seven rsis worshiped Sri
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Caitanya at this place, where they stayed for many years.
In Satya-yuga those sages began singing the glories of
Caitanya in the abode of their father, Lord Brahma.
Completely absorbed in their worship, they begged for
the eternal treasure of Gaura-prema. Being very pleased,
Lord Brahma told them, ‘Go to Nabadwipa, sing the glo-
ries of Sri Caitanya, and there you shall easily attain
divine love of Godhead. By the mercy of that holy land,
you will achieve the company of saints. By worshiping
the Lord in their association, you will dive deep into the
ocean of divine love. That is the highest fulfillment to be
experienced. Whoever develops attraction for
Nabadwipa will become a resident of Vrndavana. To live
in the divine realm of Nabadwipa-dhama and chant the
name of ST Caitanya is the only aspiration of true saints.’

“Following the instructions of their father, the seven
rsis came here, chanting the name of Hari, dancing and
begging for Gaura-prema, and loudly singing the glories
of %ﬁ Caitanya, saying, ‘O Gaurahari, have mercy on us
and allow us to see You just once. We have followed
many other paths of spiritual life, and so we have
become offenders to You. But now we are taking to the
path of devotional service. Please be merciful to us.’
Firmly fixed in pure devotion and always worshiping Sri
Caitanya, the rsis underwent austerities. Without eating
or sleeping, they continuously chanted the name of Sri
Caitanya. One afternoon, out of His causeless mercy, Sri
Caitanya finally revealed Himself to the rsis. He shone
like a hundred suns, attracting the minds of those great
yogis. He appeared before them as the Pafca-tattva, the
five aspects of Godhead: 5r1 Krsna Caitanya, Prabhu
Nityananda, Sr1 Advaita, Sri Gadadhara, and Sri Srivasa.
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s beauty was extraordinary
and defied all description. His beautiful golden figure
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Out of His causeless mercy, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
appeared before the seven great sages as the Pafica-tattva.
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was decorated with a garland of fresh forest flowers. His
glittering ornaments illuminated all directions. His
glance was full of beauty, and His dark, curling hair was
long and flowing. Spots of sandalwood pulp decorated
His forehead. The flowing cloth He wore around His
waist was made of fine, brilliant thread and folded in
three places. Enchanted by the radiant beauty of Sri
Caitanya, the rsis offered Him worship. ‘We surrender to
Your holy feet,” they said. ‘Please grant us devotional ser-
vice to You.’

“Hearing their words, 51 Caitanya wanted to bestow
His mercy upon them. He said, ‘Listen, O rsis. Give up all
other desires; throw off the shackles of exploitation and
calculation and make Krsna the only subject of your dis-
cussion. Within a short time I will unfold My pastimes in
Nabadwipa, and then you will see My chanting of the
holy name and dancing. But for now, keep this confiden-
tial. Worship Krsna at Kumara Hatta in Nabadwipa at
the bathing ghata you have made, and later you will see
all these things.’

“When Sri Caitanya vanished from their vision, the
seven rsis went to Kumara Hatta. At that place you can
now see seven hills. These seven hills are arranged in the
same pattern as the constellation of the seven rsis (the Big
Dipper). Living here, one can achieve the mercy of 511
Caitanya without having to undergo any sttict practice of
rules and regulations.”

Nityananda continued, “South of here, you can see
the crystal clear Gomati River. Beside it is the forest of
Naimisa, also known as Naimisaranya. At the beginning
of the age of Kali, the sages headed by Saunaka held a
great sacrifice here and heard about Sri Caitanya from
the lotus mouth of Siita Goswami. Whoever reads the
ancient Puranas in this holy place, during the Karttika
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celebration in the months of October and November, is
freed from all distress and becomes absorbed in the pas-
times of Sr1 Caitanya. Such a person easily attains Vrnda-
vana, the divine abode of Sri Krsna.

“Once, Lord Siva, giving up his bull-carrier, mounted
the swan of Lord Brahma and came here to
Naimisaranya to hear the recitation of the Puranas.
Along with his followers he sang the glories of ri
Caitanya. Singing and dancing, his followers surrounded
him, shouting the names of Sri Caitanya and showering
flowers all around.”

Upon hearing these words of Nityananda, Jiva
Goswami became spiritually excited. He was unable to
contain his ecstasy, and his voice became overwhelmed
with love of Godhead as he tasted the influence of the
holy land. The devotees spent the next day there in the
association of Lord Nityananda, and on the following
day they went to Puskara.

Jahnava and Nitai are ever-worshipable. Because
They have arisen within my heart, I am able to sing
about the glories of Nadia and the sweetness of the devo-

tees with some attachment, although I am unqualified.
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Part Two

SAAYT 1l glories to Sri Caitanya and Nityananda and 5r

FA+« Advaita Acarya. All glories to Sri Gadadhara
%] and Sriviisa Thikura. All glories to Sridhama
MNabadwipa, the abode of pure devotion. All glories to
the holy names of Sri Caitanya and Nityinanda.

O souls of the age of Kali, please listen: Give up
exploitation and renunciation; give up righteousness and
unrighteousness. Just worship Nitai and Caitanya, Who
are an ocean of mercy. They are freely distributing the
ecstasy of Vrndavana, and anyone can receive it from
‘Them without any trouble,

When the night was over, Nityananda took Jiva
Goswami with Him and continued to wander on pil-
grimage through the holy land of Nabadwipa. At one
point Nityananda Prabhu stopped and said, “You see

71



Nabadwipa-Dhama Mahatmya

this village? Everyone now calls this place Brahmana-
pura, but in all the scriptures it is known as Brahmana
Puskara. There is a mysterious and confidential story in
connection with this holy place.

“Once, in Satya-yuga, a brahmana named Jivana dasa
gave up his family life and went on pilgrimage to differ-
ent holy places. He became very fond of the holy place
known as Puskara Tirtha. Still, in the course of his wan-
derings, he came to Nabadwipa-dhama and stayed for
some time. One night in a dream, he was told to remain
in Nabadwipa, where he would receive a great treasure.
He built himself a cottage and lived here until he became
quite old. In his last days he wanted to see Puskara, but
he was too old to go anywhere. Unable to walk so far, he
began to weep, thinking, ‘Now I will never see Puskara.’

“At that time, that holy place personified, the person-
ality of Pusgkara, being merciful, appeared before Jivana
dasa disguised as a brahmana and said, ‘Do not weep.
Before you is a splendid pond. Bathe there once, and you
will see Puskara appear before your very eyes.” Hearing
this, Jivana dasa bathed in that beautiful pond. Having
bathed there, he received the divine vision to see Puskara
standing before him. Crying, Jivana dasa said, ‘I have
been a great nuisance to you to make you come so far.’

“Puskara replied, ‘Listen, O fortunate brahmana. 1
have not come from far away but am actually present
here in Nabadwipa. All great holy places reside in
Nabadwipa. And so, if you serve Nabadwipa, you serve
all holy places. Although I appear in the west in another
form, I reside here permanently. The results attained by
bathing one hundred times there are actually dispensed
from here. Therefore, whoever leaves Nabadwipa with
the desire to visit other holy places is an ignorant fool.
One may achieve some result by traveling to all the dif-
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The holy place of Puskara personified told Jivana dasa
that all tirthas are fully present in Nabadwipa-dhama.

ferent holy places, but all those firthas are fully present in
Nabadwipa.” 4

Nityananda said, “The personality of the holy place
known as Puskara, in the form of that mysterious brah-
mana, continued, ‘O Jivana dasa! Do you see the raised
area over there? That is Kuruksetra Brahmavarta. The
rivers Saraswati and Drsadvati flow on its two sides. It is
splendid and bestows much piety on whoever visits
there.
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“Iwill tell you a great secret, O brahmana. Very soon,
there will be great ecstasy there. In the house of Sacidevi
at Mayapura, Sri Caitanya will take birth and distribute
divine love of Krsna. In all these places the Lord and His
devotees will dance madly in the nectar of sarkirtana. All
the avataras of Godhead and Their devotees will join the
Lord in that great vibration of divine sound. The whole
universe will drown in the flood of love of Godhead.
Except for the most stubborn of atheists, all will receive
divine love.

“Whoever lives in this holy land will attain shelter at
the lotus feet of SrT Caitanya. O Jivana dasa, a sinful per-
son may perform krsna-bhajana and worship Krsna for
millions and millions of years and never attain attraction
for the holy name. But if one worships Sri Caitanya, his
sinful mentality will be quickly uprooted and within a
very short time he will attain Radha and Krsna in Vrnda-
vana. Taking shelter of the sakhis, he will realize his -spiri—
tual body and serve the Divine Couple in a secluded
grove. O Jivana dasa, remain here and perform your bha-
jana, and you will see Sri Caitanya and His associates.””

Nityananda continued, “Saying this, the personality
of Puskara departed. A voice from the sky said, ‘The age
of Kali is coming. At that time you will again take birth
and swim in the ocean of gaura-kirtana.’ Hearing this,
Jivana dasa made up his mind to stay -at this lake and
worship the Lord.”

While Jiva was listening to this ancient story, he and
Nityananda Prabhu entered Uccahatta, which is nondif-
ferent from Kuruksetra. As they walked, $ri Nityananda
began to explain the significance of that place. He said:
“Here, all the demigods descended to Earth and brought
with them the holy place known as Kuruksetra.
Whatever holy places were in the region of Brahmavarta
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between the Sarasvatl and Drsadvatl Rivers are present
here. Maharaja Prthu and others reside here and render
service to Nabadwipa. The results obtained by living in
Kuruksetra for one hundred years are attained by stay-
ing here for one night. Here, the demigods came and set
up a marketplace for discussing the pastimes of Sri
Caitanya. For that reason this place is known as Hatta
Danga (Market Hill).

“Just by seeing this place, one will become drowned
in the ocean of love of Godhead. When Sri Caitanya set
out to deliver the Kazi, He began from Mayapura in the
evening, taking a great kirtana party of fourteen drums
with Him. Because of the sweetness of the chanting, that
night became a night of Brahma. During that time, 511
Caitanya wandered throughout this land. Since then, on
every holy ekadasi day, the Lord would wander over
these nine islands and perform sarikirtana. According to
His own sweet will, sometimes He would also circum-
ambulate a ten- or sixteen-mile area of Antardwipa.

“From His own house He went first to Barakona-
ghata, then around Ballal Dirghika and the house of

sridhara. From there He would go to the edge of
Antardwipa. In this way He would easily complete a ten-
mile tour of Nabadwipa-dhama within Antardwipa.
From Stmuliya He would go to the house of the Kazi.
After talking to Sridhara, He would go to Gadigaccha
(Godruma) and then to Majida (Madhyadwipa).
Crossing the Ganges at that point, He would go up to
Para Danga and Chinna Danga on the other bank, and
then, crossing the Ganges again, He would return home
after having completed a sixteen-mile circumambula-
tion.”

Nityananda concluded, “His tour would end after
nine nights, and so the scriptures refer to it as navaratra
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parikrama, or the holy journey of nine nights. One does
the ten-mile tour in one day and completes the sixteen-
mile tour in three days, spending the first night in
Mayapura, the second in Godruma, and the third on the
opposite shore of the Ganges.” Hearing these instruc-
tions on the method of pilgrimage from Nityananda
Prabhu, Jiva Goswami could not contain his love of
Godhead.

Thus the poor and humble Bhaktivinoda, whose
hope is to attain the lotus feet of Nitai and Jahnava,
describes the glories of Nabadwipa-dhama.
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B2A43 11 glories to Sr Caitanya Mahaprabhu. All glo-

.

¢ ties to Nityananda Prabhu. All glories to Sri

: Advaita Acarya and Srivasa Thakura. All glo-

' ries to all the devotees of Sri Caitanya. All glories to the

land of 511 Caitanya, the topmost holy place, where He
descended with the holy name.

Nityananda said, “Listen, everyone. The five streams
of the Ganges join together at this place. The Ganges
mixes with the Mandakini and Alakananda Rivers, while
the Sarasvati seems to be hidden. From the west, along
with the Yamuna, comes the Bhogavati. There, also, the
Manasa Ganga flows quickly. This place is nondifferent
from the holy place known as Mahaprayaga, where
Brahma and the rsis performed millions upon millions of

sacrifices. The glory of this place is incomparable. If one
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simply lives here for a short time, he will never take
another birth in the material world. How can anyone
describe the glories of this place? All other holy places
are like dried up rivers in comparison.

“From here perfected souls give up earth, air, and
water and attain Goloka Vrndavana. This place, known
as Kuliyapahada, is situated on the banks of the Ganges
and is raised up like a mountain. In the scriptures it is
called Koladwipa. Now listen as I explain the history of
this place.

“Millions of years ago in the age known as Satya-
yuga, or the Golden Age of Enlightenment, there lived a
young brahmana named Vasudeva. He used to regularly
worship the Varaha-avatara, the boar incarnation of
Visnu. One day, as he worshiped the Deity of Varaha, he
prayed, ‘O Lord, please bestow Your mercy upon me
and reveal Yourself. That would be the success of my
eyes and life.” With his voice wavering, the brahmana in
great humility began weeping, saying, ‘If my Lord does
not reveal Himself to me, my life is worthless.””

Nityananda said, “Shortly thereafter, the Lord, being
most merciful, revealed Himself to Vasudeva in the form
of a boar. His body was decorated with ornaments and
jewels, and His beautiful feet, neck, face, nose, and eyes
were enchanting to behold. He towered over the Earth
like a great mountain. Upon seeing the Lord appearing
before him as a giant boar, Vasudeva, amazed at his own
great fortune, fell on the ground to offer his respects.
Weeping and bewildered with divine sentiments of joy,
he could not utter a word.

“Seeing the devotion of the young brahmana, Lord
Varaha spoke the following sweet words: ‘O Vasudeva,
because you are so devoted to Me, I am extremely satis-
fied with your worship. Listen carefully to My words.
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When the age of Kali arrives, I will display My pastimes
here in Nabadwipa-dhama. There is no other place in the
three worlds that can be compared with Nabadwipa.
Although its glories are hidden now, it is My favorite
transcendental abode. All important holy places like
Brahmavarta can be found here in Nabadwipa-dhama.
This is the verdict of scripture.

“When Brahma performed a sacrifice, I appeared and
killed Hiranyaksa with My tusks. The powerful effect of
the holy place in which I appeared is present right here.
By serving Nabadwipa, all holy places are served. By liv-
ing in Nabadwipa, all the benefits of living in other holy
places are automatically attained. You are fortunate to
have served Me in Nabadwipa, for at the time of Sri
Caitanya’s appearance, you will again take birth here.
You will see the great sarikirtana pastimes and the won-
derful divine form of Sr1 Caitanya Mahaprabhu.””

Nityananda continued, “At that time Lord Varaha
vanished, and the brahmana searched out the meaning of
the Lord’s divine words. He was a great scholar of the
scriptures, and by carefully considering their message, he
could understand that during the reign of Vaivasvata
Manu, at the beginning of the age of Kali, Sri Caitanya’s

astimes would be revealed at Nadia. The sages had
kept all this a secret. Vasudeva could understand that
this had only been hinted at in the scriptures, but it was
clear to the wise. When the pastimes of $r1 Caitanya
' became manifest on Earth, the scriptural evidence
describing His advent would become clear. In this way
the brahmana received confidential knowledge of the
secret truths of Sri Caitanya.”

Nityananda concluded, “In great ecstasy, Vasudeva
performed sarkirtana, singing the name of Sri Caitanya
again and again. Having seen the mountainous form of
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Varaha and after careful consideration, he named this
place Kola Parvata (Boar Mountain), but it is now known
as Parvata. The pure devotees know that this place is
nondifferent from Govardhana Hill in Vrndavana where
Lord 511 Krsna performs His eternal pastimes.”

As they walked on, Nityananda said, “To the north is
Bahulavana, whose wonderful radiance spreads out in
all directions. In Vrndavana there are twelve forests one
after another in sequence, but by the Lord’s sweet will
that does not occur here. The unusual form of the forest
increases the ecstasy of the devotees.”

As they continued a little further, they reached
Samudragadha. Having arrived, Nityananda spoke
again as follows: “You see this place here? This is
Samudragadha. This holy place is nondifferent from
Dvaraka Puri and Ganga Sagara. Both of those holy
places are present here.

“Listen now, and I will tell the story of Samudra Sen,
for whom this place was named. Samudra Sen was a
great devotee king. Krsna was his life and soul. When
Bhima came here with his soldiers to conquer all who
opposed him, he surrounded Samudragadha. The king
knew that Krsna was the only shelter of the Pandavas,
and that if Bhima were in danger, Krsna would immedi-
ately come to his rescue. Samudra Sen began thinking
that if he could make Bhima fearful and cause him to cry
out for help, then Krsna would appear out of love for His
devotee. ‘If Bhima is in trouble, Krsna Himself will
descend upon this land and I will be able to see the dark
and beautiful figure of the Lord with my own eyes,” he
thought.

“With this plan in mind Samudra Sen gathered his
generals, elephants, horses, and infantry soldiers, and
rode into battle. He began shooting his arrows while con-
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In order to rescue Bhima, Krsna appeared on the battlefield,
visible only to the eyes of King Samudra Sen.
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stantly remembering Krsna. Beholding that deadly
shower of arrows, Bhima called out to Krsna, ‘O my
Lord! Since You are merciful, please protect Your Bhima.
I cannot fight Samudra Sen. If I were to conquer him, he
would be humiliated. It is very shameful, but I must now
admit defeat.’

“Hearing the plaintive cry of Bhima, Krsna appeared
on the battlefield. No one could see His form except the
king. His youthful body was the color of a fresh rain
cloud. Shining ornaments decorated His graceful limbs,
and yellow garments clothed His wonderful figure.
Seeing that form, the king fainted in ecstasy. Finally,
regaining his consciousness and controlling himself, he
submitted the following request to the Supreme Lord: ‘O
Krsna, You are the master of the universe and the savior
of the fallen. Seeing my despicable condition, You have
come here just to deliver me. The whole world constantly
sings Your glories. After hearing Your praises sung so
widely, I had hoped to see Your divine pastimes. I
vowed that You would appear in Nabadwipa, and You
have now fulfilled that vow. O most merciful Lord, You
have descended here in Nabadwipa as Krsna. Now that I
have seen Your enchanting form here, I will never leave
Nabadwipa. But now my desire is to see something even
more confidential. Please appear before me in Your fea-
ture as 511 Caitanya Mahaprabhu.’

“By the mercy of the Lord, the king was allowed to
witness the sweet and charming pastimes of Radha and
Krsna. He saw how Krsna and His friends performed
their afternoon duties of herding the cows in the forest of
Kumuda. Then suddenly, the pastimes of Vrndavana
disappeared, and the king saw the form of & Caitanya
dancing and singing with His devotees in a huge kirtana.
His beautiful complexion was brilliant gold, His eyes
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~ appeared intoxicated with divine love, and His body

shook with ecstasy. In this way King Samudra Sen expe-
rienced the perfection of seeing by viewing the transcen-
dental form of 5ri Caitanya. The desire of his heart and
eyes was thus completely satisfied.

“Beholding the wonderful form of Sri Caitanya, the
king considered himself greatly fortunate and offered
many prayers to the lotus feet of the Lord. Soon, howev-
er, his vision of Sri Caitanya disappeared, and the kmg,
feeling great separation, began to weep.

“Bhima was unable to see all this and thought only
that the king had become paralysed with fear. Bhima
was surprised when King Sumudra Sen suddenly
stopped fighting, and even more surprised when the
king begged to be allowed to pay him tribute. Accepting
his offerings, Bhima moved on to other lands to continue
collecting tribute from all the kings of the world. The
world still sings the praises of Bhima for conquering all
directions.

“This incident took place here at Samudragadha, on
the edge of Nabadwipa-dhama. Even Lord Brahma, the
creator of the universe, cannot know the glory of this
holy place. Once, the ocean’s current took shelter of the
Ganges and rose up this far to serve the Lord’s lotus feet
in devotion. Gangadevi said, ‘My dear ocean, don’t be so
excited. Some day soon, my Lord will certainly stay in a
forest on your shores.’

“The ocean answered, ‘Listen, O goddess The son of
Saci, Sri Caitanya, will never leave Nabadwipa.
Although material vision cannot detect this, Nabadwipa
is the eternal home of the Lord. All the Vedas sing of His
visible and invisible pastimes here. O Gangadevi, in your
shelter I will stay here and serve Sri Caitanya in

Nabadwipa.” And so the ocean stayed at Nabadwipa,
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always contemplating the eternal pastimes of Sri
Gauranga.”

After taking rest at Vaninatha’s house, the party
toured Campahati in the afternoon. At that time Sri
Nityananda Prabhu explained to Jiva, “Listen, son of
Vallabha. At this place there was once a campaka forest. It
was part of the Khadira Forest of Vrndavana. At this
very spot the gopi known as Campakalata-sakhi picks
campaka flowers, strings them into garlands, and offers
them to Radha and Krsna. This is her eternal pastime.
When the present age of quarrel, Kali-yuga, grew in
influence, merchants moved in and began harvesting the
flowers. They set up a hatta, or market, here and sold the
campaka flowers to the villagers and townsfolk. Since
then, this place has been known as Campaka-Hatta, or
more commonly, Campahati, the market of flowers.

“When Laksman Sen was the King of Bengal,
Jayadeva Goswami was one of his subjects in
Nabadwipa. Jayadeva built a hut on the banks of Ballal
Dirghika and lived there peacefully with his wife,
Padmavati. There, he wrote the poem Dasa Avatara
Stotram, which came into the king’s hands. The king read
the poem with great pleasure and asked who had writ-
ten it. The king’s teacher, Govardhana Acarya, answered
that Jayadeva Goswami had written the poem. The king
asked where Jayadeva lived, and the Acaryasaid that he
lived somewhere in Nabadwipa-dhama. Hearing this,
King Laksman Sen decided to secretly search him out.

“At night, wearing the dress of a Vaisnava mendi-
cant, he went to the house of the poet Jayadeva. The king
entered the cottage, paid respects to the poet and seated
himself. Jayadeva knew him to be the King of Bengal
dressed as a penniless Vaisnava. After a short time, the
king revealed his true identity. He begged the poet to
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come to his palace. Jayadeva, being very renounced,
would never agree to live in the house of a materialist, to
say nothing of the palace of a king. He said, "Association
with materialists never yields any beneficial result.
Rather than live in your palace, I will give up your king-
dom and go elsewhere. I will immediately cross the
Ganges and head towards Purl.’

“The king replied, ‘No! Never give up Nabadwipa.
Please listen, O my master. Your words and my wish can
both come true. Whatever you like you may do, of
course, but please have mercy on me. Across the Ganges
is an enchanting forest of campaka flowers known as
Campahati. Please stay there for some time. I will not go
there as I like but shall visit you only upon your request.”

“Hearing the humble words of the king, the great
poet Jayadeva agreed and said, ‘Although you are
endowed with such great wealth and empire, you are a
devotee of Krsna and are not bound to the material
world. I called you a materialist only to test you, but you
have tolerated my harsh words and so I know that you
are a real devotee of Krsna. Although accepting material

 things, you remain unattached to them. I will stay for a
few days in Campahati and you can secretly come to see
me, leaving aside your royal opulence.’

“The king was very happy with this and soon
arranged for his men to build Jayadeva a cottage in
Campahati. There, Jayadeva Goswami lived for some
time, worshiping Krsna according to the process of riga-
mirga, or spontaneous love. His wife Padmavati would
bring heaps of campaka flowers which Jayadeva would
offer to Krsna in the ecstasy of divine love, and seeing
this, Krsna would accept his offering of flowers.”

| Nityananda continued, “One day, the Supreme Lord
- Sri Krsna revealed Himself to Jayadeva Goswami in a
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beautiful form as golden in color as the campaka flower.
He was all-attractive and His beautiful face shined so
brightly that it put to shame the brilliance of millions of
moons. His curling hair was beautiful and long, and gar-
lands of flowers decorated His neck. His arms were long,
and His effulgence illuminated the room. Seeing the
divine form of Sri Caitanya, Jayadeva fainted, over-
whelmed with transcendental ecstasy, and tears
streamed from his eyes. Padmavati also fell to the
ground unconscious.

“The Lord lifted the couple up with His two lotus
hands and spoke these nectarean words: ‘Because you
are My devotees, I am revealing Myself to you. Very
soon I will take birth in Nadia in the womb of Saci. With
all My avataras and devotees I will distribute the gift of
divine love and the holy name of Krsna. After twenty-
four years I will take sannyisa and live in Puri.
Thereafter, in the association of devotees, overcome by
divine love, I will continuously taste the nectar of your
Gita Govinda because the subject of your poetry is very
dear to Me. At the end of this life you will return to the
holy land of Nabadwipa-dhama. This is certain. For now,
both of you must go to Jagannatha Puri. Serve Lord
Jagannatha there, and you will attain love of Godhead.’

“Saying this, the Lord disappeared. Jayadeva and his
wife fainted. When they awoke, they were overwhelmed
by grief and began to cry. With tears in their eyes they
said, ‘Having seen such a beautiful form, O Lord, how
can we live in Your absence? Why have You ordered us
to leave Nadia? We must have committed some great
offense here in Nabadwipa. We are becoming disturbed
just to think that now we must leave the holy land of
Nadia. It would have been better for us to have taken
birth as a bird or beast in Nadia, for then we could stay
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here for a long time, always thinking of this holy land.
We can give up our lives, but we cannot give up
Nabadwipa. Our attachment for Nabadwipa is too
strong. O Lord, save us! Give us the mercy of Your lotus
feet and let us stay here.’

“As they were crying and praying, they heard a voice
from the sky say, “Do not be unhappy. Go to Jagannatha
Puri. There are two things you should know that will
give you solace. Some time ago, you were both thinking
of going to Purf for a visit. Lord Jagannath wanted to ful-
fill that wish and He is eager to see you. By pleasing
Him, you will return to Nabadwipa at the end of this life
and remain here eternally.’

“Hearing this, Jayadeva and Padmavati immediately
left for Jagannatha Purl. Turning back, they glanced once
more at Nabadwipa, and with tears flowing from their
eyes and their hearts throbbing, they spoke in sorrow to
the residents of Nabadwipa, saying, ‘We have offended
you. Please give us your mercy. Please purify us.”

“As they continued down the road, they kept looking

- back now and then to see the holy land of Nabadwipa.

Finally, with Nabadwipa out of sight, they left the land
of 511 Caitanya, weeping as they walked.”

Nityananda concluded, “A few days later, they
arrived in Jagannatha Puri. There, they went to see Lord
Jagannatha, who was pleased with them. Look, Jiva. This
was the place of Jayadeva Goswami. Only a raised por-
tion of earth remains. This is the story left by the elders.”

Upon seeing this place, Jiva became speechless and
began weeping. “O Jayadeva and Padmavati,” he said,
“You are most fortunate! O Gita Govinda and Krsna Rati,
be merciful to me and give me just one drop of the ocean
of divine love that was tasted by Jayadeva Goswami!”

Saying this, Jiva fell to the ground at the feet of

87



Nabadwipa-Dhama Mahatmya

Nityananda Prabhu. .

This poor and humble soul, whose only hope is the
shade of the lotus feet of Jahnava-devi and Nityananda
Prabhu, thus sings the glories of Nadia.
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RTUDWIPA
Part One

¢ 11 glories to Sr1 Caitanya and Nityananda. All
X glories to 51T Advaita Acarya and Gadadhara
. Pandita. All glories to Srivasa Thakura and all

the devotees. All glories to the house of Jagannatha
Misra. All glories to Nabadwipa-dhama, the best of holy
places.

When the night had lifted, the devotees gradually
awoke. Rising from their beds, they called out the names

of 5ri Caitanya and Nityananda. Then, keeping

Campahati behind them, all the devotees who were trav-
eling with Nityananda Prabhu continued on their pil-
grimage of Nabadwipa-dhama in great bliss. As they

went on, Vaninatha walked alongside Nityananda,
thinking, “When shall I go on pilgrimage with
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Nityananda to the house of Sri Caitanya in Mayapura?”

They came to Ratupura and beheld the wonderful
beauty of that town. When they came to Rtudwipa,
Nityananda Prabhu said, “This place is extremely attrac-
tive. Just see how the trees all bow their heads in respect
at our passing. The breezes gently blow and the flowers
bloom everywhere. The humming of bees intoxicates the
minds of all who travel here.”

As he spoke, Nityananda became half-mad in the
ecstasy of Balarama. “Quick! Bring My buffalo horn,” He
cried. “Our friends have wandered far away! Krsna is
fast asleep and won’t come. He is acting like a baby.
Where are Subala and Dama? I cannot herd the cows all
alone.”

Shouting for Krsna, Nityananda Prabhu began leap-
ing to and fro. Seeing His state, the devotees prayed at
His feet: “O Nityananda Prabhu, Your brother, Sri
Caitanya, is no longer here. He has taken sannyasa and
gone to Nilacala, leaving us poor beggars behind.” Upon
hearing these words, Nityananda became dejected and
fell to the ground, crying, “O Kanai, My brother, You
have made us all sad. You have given us up, and now
You have taken sannyisa. I can’t go on living. I shall fin-
ish My life by jumping in the Yamuna River.”

At that time Nityananda Prabhu became uncon-
scious. Witnessing the divine emotional trance of
Nityananda Prabhu, the devotees began to chant the
holy name of Krsna in an attempt to revive Him. Four
hours passed, yet Nityananda Prabhu still did not rise.
Finally, the devotees began chanting the glories of Sri
Caitanya. Hearing the sweet names of Gauranga,
Nityananda suddenly awoke.

“This is the place of Radha Kunda!” He cried. “Here,
in the afternoon, Sri Caitanya would perform kirtana
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In the mood of Balarama, 5ri Nityananda cried out, "Where are
Subala and Dama? I cannot herd the cows all alone!"
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'with His associates. Look at the brilliance of Syama
Kunda, attracting the minds of everyone in the universe!
And look at the groves of the sakhis which can be seen
here and there. Here Sri Caitanya, immersed in singing
the glories of Krsna, would satisfy everyone by distribut-
ing divine love. Know that such a place as this, where the
devotees worship the Lord, can be found nowhere else in
the universe. Whoever lives here will attain love of
Godhead. This will extinguish the blazing fire of material
life.”

The devotees stayed there, singing the name of
Gauranga and diving deep within the waters of divine
love. They spent the night in Rtudwipa, and the next
day, Nityananda Prabhu, dancing down the road,
brought them to Vidyanagara, a splendid place, which is
attractive to highly learned scholars.

The poor and humble Bhaktivinoda, whose only
wealth is the lotus feet of Nitai and Jahnava, thus sings
the glories of Nadia. Holding the lotus feet of the devo-
tees, he begs from them the treasure of divine love of
Krsna.
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%? 11 glories to Sri Caitanya. All glories to

. Nityananda. All glories to 5rf Advaita Acarya
: “ and Gadadhara Pandita. All glories to Srivasa
Thakura. All glories to Nabadwipa-dhama and the ocean
of kirtana.

Coming to Vidyanagara, S5ri Nityananda Prabhu
explained its significance to Jiva Goswami. He said, ”A.t
the time of universal devastation, when the entire uni-
verse is drowned in the waters of annihilation, the eter-

o/

£

- nal abode of Nabadwipa remains untouched and floats

on those waters in the form of an eight-petalled lotus. At
that time all the avataras and Their devotees take shelter
within that lotus. Once, during the universal annihila-
tion, Matsya-avatara, the fish incarnation, carried the
Vedas here to Vidyanagara in Rtudwipa for safety. Since
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all vidya, or knowledge, is contained in the Vedas, and
the Vedas took shelter here, this place is called
Vidyanagara (the land of knowledge).

“Here in Vidyanagara, the Lord showed His mercy to
Brahma. Once, Brahma glanced in dread upon the devas-
tated cosmos. Intent on creating the universe, he began to
praise the Lord. When Brahma opened his lotus mouth
to offer prayers, the beautiful Saraswati, the goddess of
learning, was born from his tongue. With her help
Brahma happily praised the Lord with eloquent words.

“At the time of creation, Maya, the deluding potency
of the Lord, crosses over the Viraja River, the demarca-
- tion line between the material and spiritual worlds, and
spreads her network of influence as the three modes of
nature: goodness, passion, and ignorance. With great
effort the sages conquer over these influences, and after
learning the sixty-four branches of knowledge, they
establish themselves in different places around the
world. But all branches of knowledge known to the sages
are eternally situated at this holy place known as
Vidyanagara.

“It was here that, by the mercy of Narada, Valmiki
received the Ramayana. Here, Dhanvantari received the
Ayurveda, the science of medicine, and Vi§vamitra and
others received the teachings of the Dhanurveda, the mili-
tary science. Here, Saunaka and the 7s7s read the Vedic
mantras and Lord Siva discussed tantra. Here, at the
request of the rsis, Brahma produced the four Vedas. It
was here that Kapila created the sankhya philosophy of
analytical science and here that Gautama introduced
logic. Here, Kanada produced the vaisesika philosophy of
atomic reductionism and Patanjali wrote the yoga-sitras.
Here, Jaimini wrote the Mimarisa-éastra, introducing his
philosophy about karma. Here it was that Vedavyasa
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compiled the Puranas, and here the five rsis, headed by
Narada, wrote the Paricaritras, which teach the practice
of devotional service.

“In this forest the person1f1ed Upanisads have been
worshiping Sri Caitanya since time immemorial. Once, in
an invisible form, Sri Caitanya told them, “Your philoso-
phy of the formless absolute has spoiled you all. As the
§ruti you do not recognize Me, but when I appear on
Earth in the form of My own devotee, you will witness
My transcendental pastimes with your own eyes. At that
time you will loudly sing praises to Me. From then on,
when you sing the glories of God, you will describe Him
as having quality and form.” Upon hearing this, the per-

‘sonified Upanisads became dumbfounded, and from

that ancient time until the advent of the Lord they con-
cealed themselves here, waiting for Him to appear.”

N1tyananda continued, “Blessed is this age of Kalj,
for in this age the golden avatara Sri Caitanya
Mahzaprabhu appears. Hearing that Sri Caltanya would
‘perform His pastimes of scholarship in Nabadwipa,
Brhaspati, the learned guru of the demigods, became
indifferent to the celestial abode of Indra and left heaven
along with his associates. Brhaspati happily took birth on
Earth as Vasudeva Sarvabhauma and took great care in
pleasing the Lord. Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya established
his school in Vidyanagara and taught philosophy.
‘Sarvabhauma became worried that he might dfown Sri
Caitanya in dry knowledge and thereby cheat Him, and
50 he gave up his students and left Nadia before 5r1
Caitanya was born. Thinking, ‘If I am really the servant
of Sri Caitanya, He will certainly come to me and bestow
His mercy upon me,” Sarvabhauma went to Jagannatha
Puri and became a powerful teacher of the impersonal
school of philosophy.
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Nimai Pandita challenged all the disciples of
Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya to debate, and then defeated
them in logic and argument.

“Meanwhile, in the guise of a logician, SrT Caitanya
as Nimai Pandita defeated everyone in Nabadwipa. He
would come here to Vidyanagara as a young student,
challenge all the pupils of Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya to
debate, and then defeat them in logic and e'{rgument.
Thus humiliated, they would flee in shame. Whoever
hears of the Lord’s pastimes of scholarship in
Vidyanagara will certainly become freed from all igno-

rance.”
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Jiva Goswami, filled with ecstasy at seeing
Vidyanagara, became overwhelmed with divine love. He
asked Nityananda Prabhu, “Please remove one doubt of
mine. If logic and analysis are inauspicious, how can
they have a place in the Lord’s divine abode?”

Nityananda Prabhu embraced Jiva Goswami and
affectionately told him, “There is nothing inauspicious in
the holy abode of Srf Caitanya. Here, logic and analysis
have no power or independence. They depend on bhakti,
and are the servants of bhakti. Bhakti is the goddess here;
all others are servants. The only purpose of logic and

~analysis is to reveal the high position of bhakti.

Nabadwipa is the home of the nine kinds of devotional
service. Here, karma and jiiana serve bhakti. Through
wickedness, however, the sinful pervert everything.

. Materialists twist the revealed scriptures with their per-

verted ‘logic’ to squeeze out convenient interpretations,
but pure devotees take the same scriptures and discover
everywhere the teachings of pure devotion to Sri Krsna.”

Nityananda said, “Praudhamaya is the servant of Sri
Caitanya and is the presiding deity here. She remains
here serving Sri Caitanya throughout all ages. Blinding

" those sinful souls who hate the Vaisnavas, she causes

them all kinds of pain and sorrow in her form as the
deluding energy, or Mahamaya. In the form of
Praudhamaya, however, this divine energy of the Lord
dissolves all the sin and karma of a devoted soul. Even if
some offenses remain within a devotee, she removes
them and releases him from the reactions of karma. On
the other hand, the wicked who envy devoted souls and
study here only to gain mundane knowledge never
receive the treasure of divine love at the holy feet of Sri
Krsna. Their apparent knowledge is only ignorance. It is
like a shadow of real knowledge. They can never under-
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stand the true opulence of Sri Caitanya and Nabadwipa-
dhama.

Real knowledge is never inauspicious; only its shad-
ow, ignorance, is inauspicious. O Jiva, by the mercy of Sri
Caitanya you will reveal all these truths in the form of
scriptures, and thus everything will be known. Now, let
us go to the residence of Jahnu.”

Arriving at the hermitage of Jahnu Muni, Nityananda
Prabhu explained, “This is Jahnudwipa. This enchanting
place is also known as Bhadravana. Here, Jahnu Muni
underwent stern penances and was visited by Sri
Caitanya. Here also, Jahnu Muni was sitting peacefully,
saying his gayatri mantra, when along came the Ganges,
gushing in torents and flooding everything. Opening
wide his mouth, Jahnu Muni drank up all the water of
the Ganges in one gulp. King Bhagiratha, whose austeri-
ties had brought the Ganges to Earth, thought, ‘Where
has the Ganges gone?’ He concluded that it had been
swallowed by Jahnu Muni. In great anxiety the king,
who wanted his forefathers to benefit from the holy
waters of the Ganges, worshiped the sage for several
days in order to pacify him. Jahnu Muni then released
the Ganges, which poured forth from him, and because
of this, the Ganges is known to the common people
today as Jahnavi, the daughter of Jahnu Muni.

“Some time later, Bhismadeva, the son of the Ganges,
came here to see Jahnu Muni. The muni was very pleased
with Bhisma and kept him for many days. It was here
that Bhisma learned the highest knowledge, which he in
turn taught to Maharaja Yudhisthira at Kuruksetra. By
living in Nabadwipa, Bhisma attained pure devotional
service and is thus considered among the greatest of
Vaisnavas. Therefore, this island is the greatest savior.
Whoever lives here is very fortunate.”
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That day Nityananda and His associates stayed at the
home of a devotee, and early the next morning they went

together to Modadrumadwipa.
Bhaktivinoda, whose only possession is the lotus feet

of Jahnava and Nitai, thus sings the glories of
Nabadwipa.
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Part One

57 11 glories to the soul of the Panca-tattva, Sri
i : Caitanya Mahaprabhu. All glories to
“#%: Nabadwipa-dhama, the topmost abode.
Arriving at the village of Mamagachi, Nityananda
explained to Jiva Goswami, “Here, in Modadruma-
dwipa, is Ayodhya. In a previous age millions of years
ago, when Lord Rama was banished to the forest, He .
came to this place with Laksmana and Sita. After build-
ing a hut under a huge banyan tree and seeing the efful-
gence of Nabadwipa, the son of Raghu began laughing
to Himself. With His complexion as green as new grass,
His lotus eyes, and His graceful bow in hand, Lord Rama
was supremely beautiful. Wearing the dress of a brah-
macari, His head piled with matted locks, He attracted all
the living entities in the universe. Seeing Rama laughing,
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Sita, the daughter of Janaka, asked Him the reason for

“In answer to Sita’s question, Lord Rama replied,
‘Listen, O Sita, and I will tell You a secret. When the age
of Kali arrives, I will appear in Nabadwipa with a golden
complexion.” Upon saying this, He immediately wanted
to take birth in the womb of Saci in Jagannatha Misra’s
house. Lord Rama told Sita, “To all those fortunate souls
who see My childhood pastimes, I will give the supreme
gift of divine love. Performing My pastimes of scholar-
ship for the pleasure of My dear devotees, I shall reveal
the glories of the Holy Name. Then I will take sannyasa
and go to Jagannatha Puri, and My own mother will
weep, with My wife in her arms.”

“Upon hearing this, Sita asked, ‘O lotus-eyed one,
why will You make Your mother cry? Why will You give
up Your wife and take sannyasa? What happiness is there
in giving sorrow to Your wife?’

“S1 Rama said, ‘O dear one, You know everything,
but You display Your innocence just to teach the living
entities. The pure love of Godhead which the devotees
relish in relation with Me comes in two ways. Just listen:
In My presence they enjoy sambhoga, the pleasure of
meeting, and in My absence they experience vipralambha,
the pain of separation. My eternal associates want to be
with Me always, but out of mercy for them, I give them
separation, which is more intense than meeting. The sor-
row of separation from Me is actually the greatest ecsta-
sy. After separation from Me, when reunion occurs, the
ecstasy My devotees feel is multiplied a hundred thou-
sand times. In this way they experience happiness in sep-
aration. You should accept this as truth, for these are the
statements of the Vedas.
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While meditating on Lord Ramacandra, Sadananda Vipra had a
divine vision of Sri Caitanya as Sri Rama, accompanied by Sita,
Laksmana, and Hanuman.

103



Nabadwipa-Dhama Mahatmya

“/In My pastimes as Sri Gauranga, My mother
Kausalya will become Sacidevi. You, Sita, will serve Me
as Visnupriya. You will experience separation from Me,
and in My absence You will worship a Deity of Me and
spread My name and fame throughout the three worlds.
Similarly, in separation from You, as Rama, I will wor-
ship a golden Deity of You, Sita, in the city of Ayodhya.
But all these things are highly confidential. O Sita, do not
reveal this to anyone just now. This Nabadwipa is My
favorite place, and even Ayodhya is not its equal. When
the age of Kali arrives, this huge banyan tree above Us
will disappear from sight but will remain in an invisible
form.”

Nityananda continued, “Having spoken thus, Lord
Rama passed His time with Laksmana and Sita. Later,
He went to the Dandakaranya Forest to complete His
pastimes. Observe here the place where His hut stood.
By the will of Lord Rama, His friend Guhaka took birth
here in a brahmana family. His name was Sadananda
Vipra Bhattacarya. He knew nothing in the three worlds
except for Rama. When Sr1 Caitanya made His advent,
Sadananda Vipra was present in the house of Jagannatha
Misra. At that time all the demigods came to see the
new-born child. Seeing this, Sadananda knew that his
Lord had taken birth. In great delight he went home, and
while meditating on Rama, he had a vision of 5ri
Caitanya, who was seated on a throne, surrounded by
demigods who waved camaras. Then he saw Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu as Lord Ramachandra; His complexion was
as green as grass and beside Him was Laksmana, the
abode of Ananta. On His left was Sita, and kneeling
before Him was Hanuman.

“Seeing this, the brahmana understood the truth about
his Lord, and the vision disappeared. In ecstasy he made
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his way to Mayapura, and unseen by anyone he feasted
his eyes on the new-born form of Sri Caitanya.
“Sadananda Vipra said, ‘Blessed indeed am I! Lord
Ramachandra is present before me as Gauracandra.’
Later, when the sankirtana movement began in earnest,
Sadananda took part.”

As they moved on, Nityananda showed Jiva

Goswami a forested area and said, “In this place, O Jiva,
the pure devotees see the Bhandira Forest.” Hearing
these topics and seeing these holy places in the eternal
divine realm of Nabadwipa, the devotees surrounded
Nityananda Prabhu and danced. Jiva’s body manifested
symptoms of ecstasy as he shouted the name of
Gauranga.
That night Nityananda and His party rested at the
house of Narayani, the mother of Vrndavana dasa
Thakura. Being chaste and pure, she rendered service to
the Vaisnavas. Early the next morning, after walking
some distance, they entered Vaikunthapura.

To carry out the order of Jahnava and Nitai, the hum-
ble Bhaktivinoda thus sings the glories of Nabadwipa.
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7 11 glories to Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and the
Parica-tattva. All glories to Nabadwipa-dhama,
& the abode of Sri Caitanya.

Arriving in Vaikunthapura, Nityananda, softly
laughing, told Jiva: “At one side of the eight-petalled
lotus of Nabadwipa is this Vaikunthapura. Listen care-
fully, and I shall explain its importance. Vaikunthapura,
which is situated in the spiritual sky, is nondifferent from
the abode of Narayana, which exists beyond the river
Viraja and the influence of maya. Here, the Sr1, Bhii, and
Lila energies constantly serve the Lord. The effulgence
emanating from this land of pure consciousness is called
Brahman. With their material vision, however, ordinary
men see only the material world here. Yet in this place
Sri Narada Muni beheld the full opulence of the spiritual
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abode, and personally saw Narayana become Sri
Caitanya.

Nityananda said, “There is another confidential story
which I shall now relate. Raimanujacarya once came to
Jagannatha Puri. Lord Jagannatha was pleased with his
beautiful prayers in poetic sanskrit verse. At that time the
Lord appeared before Ramanuja, saying, ‘Go and see
Nabadwipa-dhama, for soon I shall appear there as a
child within the house of Jagannatha Miéra. Nabadwipa
is My very dear home. It is situated in the highest place
in the spiritual world. Therefore, as My eternal servant
and devotee, you should see Nabadwipa. Let your stu-
dents, who are absorbed in the mellows of servitude,
remain here. Go there alone.’

“Lord Jagannatha said, “Any living being who does
not see Nabadwipa has been born uselessly. Just one por-
tion of Nabadwipa contains the holy places known as Sri
Rangam, Vyenkatta, and Yadavacala. Therefore, go to
Nabadwipa and see the form of Sri Caitanya. You have
come to this Earth to preach devotion, so let that birth be
successful by the mercy of 8ri Caitanya. From
Nabadwipa you should go to Karmasthana, where you
may rejoin your disciples.”

Nityananda continued, “Joining his hands together,
the great devotee-scholar Ramanujacarya prayed to Lord
Jagannatha, ‘O Lord, You have mercifully mentioned the
name of 5ri Caitanya, but I have never heard of such a
personality. Please enlighten me as to who He is’

“The Lord answered, ‘Everyone has heard of Krsna,
the master of Goloka. 511 Krsna, whose pastime expan-
sion is Narayana, is the Supreme Truth. He lives eternal-
ly in Vrndavana. &ri Caitanya is nondifferent from Krsna,
and Nabadwipa is nondifferent from Vrndavana.
Nabadwipa is the topmost spiritual abode, situated far
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&y Ramanujacarya greatly pleased Lord Jagannatha with his
beautiful prayers composed in poetic Sanskrit verse.

beyond this material universe. There, Sr1 Caitanya
Mahaprabhu stays eternally. By My mercy that d1v1.ne
abode has descended within this world, and yet remains
unaffected by the deluding energy. This is confirmed py
scripture. If one thinks Nabadwipa to be only a material
location, his devotion will be destroyed. By My will My
inconceivable energy maintains the entire transcendental
realm within this material world. It is not possible to
understand this highest truth by studying the scriptures
with the help of reason and logic, for the Infinite tran-
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scends all logical analysis. I can only be understood by
those devotees to whom I reveal Myself by divine grace.’

Nityananda continued, “Hearing the words of Lord
Jagannatha, Ramanuja was moved with divine love. ‘O
Lord,” he said, “Your pastimes are truly astounding. The
scriptures can not know Your opulences. It is a mystery
to me that Sri Caitanya’s pastimes are not clearly
described in the scriptures. When I closely study the
Srutis and the Puranas, I find only some hint of these
truths. Now, however, I am ready to serve Your order,
for all my doubts have disappeared. If it is Your will, O
Lord, I will go to Nabadwipa and preach the glories of
Caitanya Mahaprabhu throughout the three worlds, giv-
ing evidence from all the hidden scriptures to convert
eeveryone to the devotional service of Sr1 Caitanya. Please
instruct me, O Lord.’

“Lord Jagannath said, ‘O Ramanunja, do not reveal
this confidential knowledge to anyone at present. Keep
the esoteric pastimes of Sr1 Caitanya a secret. Only after
He has finished His pastimes will the time come for the
general public to receive them. Preach for me about dasya
rasa, the mellow of servitude, and in your heart constant-
ly worship Sri Caitanya.”

“On the order of Lord Jagannatha, Ramanuja secretly
cultured his attraction for Nabadwipa. After some time,
the Supreme Lord Narayana, out of His causeless mercy,
led Ramanuja to Vaikunthapura. There, He revealed His
transcendental form to Ramanuja. He was served by His
divine energies Sri, Bhii, and Lila. Ramanuja considered
himself extremely fortunate to have such a divine vision
of his beloved Lord. At that time Lord Narayana’s figure
was transformed into that of Sri Caitanya, the son of
Jagannatha Misra. Upon seeing the brilliance of that
divine form, Ramanuja swooned.

110

Modadrumadwipa & Rudradwipa

“&ri Caitanya placed His lotus foot on the acarya’s
head. Divinely inspired, Ramanuja recited many prayers
in praise of the Lord. Finally, he prayed, “O Lord, please
allow me to see Your pastimes here in Nabadwipa. I
‘never want to leave Nabadwipa.’

“Sri Caitanya said, “Your wish shall be fulfilled, O
son of Kedava. When My pastimes in Nabadwipa are
revealed in the future, you will again take birth here.” At
‘that time Sri Caitanya disappeared. Deeply satisfied,
Ramanuja resumed his journey. After some days 'he
‘arrived at Kirmasthana and toured the holy place with
his disciples. \

“In this way, throughout his life, Ramanuja preached
the mellow of servitude to Godhead and delivered all of
South India, while he was internally absorbed in the pas-
times of 511 Caitanya. In his next life, by the mercy of the
Lord, he took birth in Nabadwipa as the devotee
Ananta.”

As Nityananda finished His narrative, the party of

devotees arrived at the house of Vallabha Acarya, where
they saw the radiance of the Laksmi-Caitanya Deities. A
little further on the path, Nityananda Prabhu said, “Here
you see the house of Ananta, where many devotees of
Narayana used to gather. It is well known that here the
ancient kings established the worship of Narayana.” As
they walked on, the devotees felt great pleasure upon
seeing the Nisreyasa forest on the banks of the Viraja
River. While relating many stories, they arrived at
‘Mahatpura. _ _
 There, Nityananda explained, “Here there is a nice
forest which is known as Kamyavana, just as in Vrnda-
‘vana. Look upon it with devotion. In ancient times there
were five banyan trees here, but they have all disap-
peared.
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“This place is now called Mahatpura. During their
exile, when the five Pandavas and Draupadi came to
Bengal and camped at Ekacakra, Yudhisthira had a
dream. At that time the glories of Nabadwipa were
revealed to him and he became anxious to see this place.
All of them came here in great happiness. After seeing
the splendor of Nabadwipa, they went on to kill many
demons. Over there is the hill known as Yudhisthira
Parvata. There is the lake known as Draupadi Kunda.
Knowing the glories of this place, Yudhisthira stayed for
some time.

“One day, he had a dream about 51T Caitanya. In his
dream the Lord shone radiantly in all directions. His
transcendental form was extraordinarily beautiful.
Smiling, the Lord said, ‘O Yudhisthira, behold My
unique form! I am Krsna, the son of Nanda, and I always
stay at your house as your friend. Very soon, in the age
of Kali, I will reveal the holy land of Nabadwipa and
drive away the darkness and ignorance of that age. You
have all been My servants for a very long time, and so
when I reveal my pastimes, you will again take birth. On
the banks of the Sindhu river in Orissa, I will stay with
you. Please go now to Orissa, purify the land, and elimi-
nate the suffering of the living beings there.””

Nityananda continued, “Yudhisthira explained his
dream to his brothers, and after deliberation, they all
went off to Orissa. It was painful to leave Nabadwipa,
but the Lord’s order had to be obeyed, and so they left.”
As He walked on, Nityananda said, “Here also, Madhva
and his disciples stayed for some time. Sri Caitanya
appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Everyone knows
that you are My eternal servant. When I appear in
Nabadwipa, I will accept initiation from your disciplic
succession. Go everywhere, carefully uproot all the false

112

Modadrumadwipa & Rudradwipa

scriptures of the impersonalists, and reveal the glories of
Deity worship. Soon, I Myself will broadcast your teach-
ings.’
i “&:1 Caitanya disappeared. On awakening, Madhva
was dumbfound. He said, ‘When will I again see tl’_lat
beautiful golden figure?” In reply there came a voice
from the sky, saying, ‘Worship Me secretly, and you will
come to Me.” With this instruction, Madhva went on
with great resolution to defeat all the impersonalist
hilosophers in India.”
1 Whge narrating these stories, Nityananda Prabhu
and His party arrived at Rudradwipa. As they began to
look around, Nityananda said, "Rudradwipe.l has been
divided in two by the Ganges. See how this western
island has now moved to the east bank? No one lives on
this side of the Ganges now. From here you can see
Gankarapura. Even from a distance, you can see E}oyv it
‘beautifies the banks of the Ganges. When Sankaracarya
set out to defeat all his opponents, he arrived he're first
on his way to Nabadwipa. At heart he was a Vaisnava,
but externally he played the role of an 1mperson§1¥15t.
Actually he was an empowered portion of_ Lord Siva,
expert in preaching a covered form of Buddhism to safis-
fy the desire of the Loneldv ol .
“When he came here, Sr1 Caitanya revealed His
‘divine form to Sankara. He said, “You are My servant.
Following My orders, you are effectively preaching the
impersonal doctrine. But this Nabadwipa-dhama 1s very
dear to Me, and so mayavada philosophy has no Place
here. On My behalf Vrddha Siva and Praudhgmay:a, the
protectors of the holy land, have spread imagiary
impersonal interpretations of the scriptures, but only to
those who envy My devotees. In this way the F11eaters
are cheated. However, since Nabadwipa-dhama is gener-
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ally for My devotees and not for the envious, your doc-
trine of impersonalism should not be preached here.
Therefore, you should do your work elsewhere. Do not
contaminate the people of Nabadwipa.” Realizing the
truth about Nabadwipa, Sankaracarya went elsewhere,
inspired with devotion.”

Continuing on, Nityananda Prabhu said, “Here in
Rudradwipa live the eleven Rudras. They always chant
the glories of Sri Caitanya. Here, Siva and his followers
dance in ecstasy. Seeing this, the demigods shower flow-
ers from the sky.

“Once, while touring India to defeat all opposing
philosophies, the great acarya Visnuswami arrived with
his followers and stayed the night in Rudradwipa. As his
disciples began singing the holy names of the Lord and
dancing, Visnuswami explained verses from the $ruti
gnd smrti. Pleased with his discussion about bhakti, Lord
Siva revealed himself to Visnuswami. Upon the arrival of
Lord Siva in the midst of the devotees gathered there,
Visnuswami became startled. He folded his hands in

rayer and recited appropriate verses praising Lord Siva.
Siva told him, ‘All Vaisnavas are dear to me, but your
discussion of devotional service has especially pleased
me. Therefore, ask any boon and I shall grant it. There is
nothing I will not give a true Vaisnava.’

“Visnuswamli, filled with spiritual love, bowed
before Lord Siva and replied, ‘Grant me the benediction
that I shall establish a disciplic succession that teaches
pure devotional service.” In great ecstasy Lord Siva, who
is also known as Rudra, consented and named the sam-
pradaya after himself. And so it is that Visnuswami’s dis-
ciplic succession is called the Rudra Sampradaya.””

Nityananda said, “By the mercy of Lord Siva,
Visnuswami was able to remain here for some time.
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Aspiring for love of Godhead, he worshiped 5r
Caitanya. Once, the Lord appeared to him in a dream
ind said, ‘By the mercy of Lord Siva, you have become
My devotee. Being very fortunate, you came to
Nabadwipa and attained the treasure of bhakti. Now, go
out and preach the philosophy of éuddha-adovaita. Soon I
shall appear on Earth. At that time you will take birth as
Vallabha Bhatta. You will meet Me in Jagannatha Puri,
d at that time, after going to Vrndavana, you will per-
fect your disciplic succession.”
Nityananda concluded, “0 Jiva Goswami! Sri
Vallabha is now in Gokula. If you go there, you will be
ble to see him.” Saying this, Nityananda headed south
and came to Para-Danga on the banks of the Ganges.
Here He showed the place where the rasa-mandala and
Dhira Samira were located. Nityananda said, “O Jiva,
this is Vrndavana. Here one can see the Vrndavana pas-
times of Sri Krsna.” Upon hearing the word ‘Vrndavana,’
Jiva Goswami began trembling and tears flowed from his
eyes.
Nityénanda continued, “Here, &1i Caitanya and His
devotees performed kirtana, describing the rasa-lila pas-
times of Krsna’s dancing with the gopis. The place of the
vasa-lila in Vrndavana is situated here in Nabadwipa.
Those who are fortunate can see that our Lord eternally
resides here on the banks of the Ganges with the gopis.
“West of here you can see Dhira Samira. In Vrnda-
vana it lies on the banks of the Yamuna, but here it lies
on the banks of the Ganges. Actually, what you see is not
the banks of the Ganges but the banks of the Yamuna,
since the Yamuna flows on the western side of the
Ganges. All the places of Krsna's Vrndavana pastimes
are found here. Knowing this, you should be careful to
make no distinction between Vrndavana and

115



Nabadwipa-Dhama Mahatmya

Nabadwipa, nor between Sri Caitanya and Sri Krsna.” In
this way Nityananda went from place to place, showing
Jiva Goswami how Vrndavana is present in Nabadwipa.
At last, heading some distance north, they spent the
night at Rudradwipa.

Thus the humble Bhaktivinoda, whose only wealth is
the lotus feet of Nitai and Jahnava, sings this glorification
of Nadia.
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RUDRADWIPA
Part Two

- 11 glories to Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, who
- wanders through the groves of Nadia. All glo-
A% ries to Sr1 Nityananda Prabhu, the master of
Ekacakra All glories to S5r1 Advaita, the lord of
Santipura. All glories to Sri Gadadhara Pandita of
Ramacandra Pura. All glories to the golden land of
Gauda, the essence of touchstone, where, as 811 Caitanya,
Krsna wandered in the age of Kali.

After crossing the Ganges and walking some dis-
tance, the son of Padma, Nityananda, called out to the
devotees: “See the attractive place called Bilvapaksa,
commonly known as Belapukuriya. This place here in
Nabadwipa is known as Bilvanana in the scriptures.

- Once, some brahmana devotees of Lord Siva worshiped

him for a fortnight by offering him the leaves of his
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favorite tree, the Bilva, or Bel, tree. Siva was pleased with
the brahmanas and awarded them devotional service to
Krsna. Among those worshipers of Siva was Nimbarka,
who had been very attentive in the worship.

“Siva said to him, ‘At the edge of this village is a
sacred Bilva forest. There, the four Kumaras are deep in
meditation. By their mercy you will receive transcenden-
tal knowledge. They are your gurus. Serving them, you
will receive all that is of value.” Saying this, Lord Siva
disappeared.”

Nityananda continued, “After a long search,
Nimbarka finally found the sacred Bilva forest men-
tioned by Siva. There he saw the four brothers: Sanaka,
Sananda, Sanatana, and Sanat Kumara, sitting together
on an attractive platform in Siva’s abode, unseen to all
others. They were as children, naked and noble in char-
acter. Nimbarka cried out in excitement, ‘Hare Krsna!’

“At that sound the Kumaras’ meditation broke.
Opening their eyes, they saw before them the figure of
an ideal Vaisnava. Satisfied by this sight, each of them
embraced the brahmana Nimbarka. ‘Who are you? And
why have you come here?’ they asked. ‘We will certainly
fulfill all your prayers.” Nimbarka introduced himself
with humility and offered his obeisances. Sanat Kumara
said with a smile, ‘The all-merciful Supreme Lord 5r1
Krsna, knowing that the age of Kali would be extremely
troublesome, wanted to preach devotional service.
Empowering four men with devotion, He sent them into
this world to teach its importance. Ramanuja, Madhva,
and Visnuswami are three of these men. Now, you are
the fourth of these great devotees. Sri Laksmidevi, the
goddess of fortune, accepted Ramanuja; Lord Brahma
accepted Madhva; Lord Siva accepted Visnuswami; and
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having met you today, we have the good fortune to
accept you as our student. - o
“Previously, we were engaged in meditation on the
oneness of Brahman, but now, by the Lord’s mercy, our
offensive mentality has disappeared. Knowing it to be
‘most essential to present pure devotion, I have wntt.efl
one treatise on bhakti called the Sanat Kumara Sarithita.
You should accept initiation from us and follow the
teachings of that book.”
Nityananda continued, “Seeing the mercy of gur
before him, the wise Nimbarka quickly took his bath in
the Ganges and returned. Paying his respects, he submit-
ted with great humility, ‘O deliverer of the fallen, please
save this worst of sinners.’
“The four brothers initiated him into the chanting of
the Radha-Krsna mantra and instructed him how to wor-
ship Radha and Krsna with the sentiments of great love
called bhiva marga. At that place, according to the t_eaclj—
ings of the Sanat Kumara Sarithita, he worshiped Radha-
Krsna with the mantra; after some time Radha and Krsna
'fe'\;éaled Themselves to him. luminating all d_irections,
They spoke the following sweet words: ’O_ Nimbarka,
you are very fortunate. You have practised sadhana-bhakti
in Nabadwipa-dhama, which‘ is dear to Us. Here, We
combine as one, as the son of Sacl.” At tha}t moment, the
Divine Couple transformed into Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu. Nimbarka was trembling. At last he said,
Never have I seen or heard of such a remarkable form.’
Mahaprabhu replied, Please keep this secret for now.
Just preach about devotion to Krsna and the pastimes of
Radha and Krsna, for I am very happy in these pastimes.
When 1 appear as Sri Caitanya, I will enjoy My pastimes
of scholarship here in Nabadwipa. At that ime you will
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' ST Nimbarka gazed in astonishment as the
Divine Couple 5ri S Radha and Govinda became the
one exquisite form of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

take birth in Kasmir and tour India as a great pandita who
sets out to defeat all opponents. You will be known as
Kesava Kasmiri.

““While wandering in Nabadwipa, you will come to
Mayapura. When they hear your name, the scholars of
Nabadwipa will flee. Intoxicated with learning, I will
then take great pleasure in defeating you. By the mercy
of Saraswati, however, you will realize My identity, give
up your pride, and take shelter of Me. At that time I will
award you with pure devotion and will again send you
out to teach devotional service. Thus you can satisfy Me
by preaching your philosophy of dvaita-advaita, simulta-
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neous oneness and dualism, keeping My identity a
ecret.
“Later, when I begin the sankirtana movement, 1
yself will preach, using the essence of the philosophies
f the four acaryas: Madhva, Ramanuja, Visnuswami, and
rourself, Nimbarka. From Madhva I will accept two
teachings: his complete refutation of impersonal philoso-
hy, and his worship of the Krsna Deity, which he
ccepts as the eternal form of Godhead. From Ramanuja
1 will accept two teachings: the ideal of devotion unpol-
uted by karma and jiiana, and service to the devotees.
From Visnuswami’s teachings I will accept two princi-
ples: the mood of exclusive dependence on Krsna, and
the path of raga-bhakti, spontaneous devotional service.
And from you, O Nimbarka, I will also accept two princi-
ples: the gopis” love for Krsna as the highest form of
devotion, and the necessity of taking shelter of Srimati
Radharani.”
Nityananda concluded, “At that time Sri Caitanya
disappeared, and Nimbarka wept out of divine love.
After worshiping the holy feet of his gurus, he left this
place and set out to preach krsna-bhakti.”
~ From a distance Nityananda showed Jiva Goswami
Rama Tirtha, where at one time Balarama killed
Kolasura and later took bath in the Ganges with the
Yadus. Now known as Rukmapura, this point is on the
edge of the parikrama route. It is particularly wonderful
in the month of Karttika. '
Nityananda Prabhu then left Bilvapaksa with the
devotees and they made their way to the village of
Bharadvaja Tila. There Nityananda explained, “Here the
learned Bharadvaja Muni came to see Ganga Sagara.
Here he worshiped Sri Caitanya, Who appeared before
him, saying, ‘When I make My appearance in
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Nabadwipa, you will again see Me. At that time all your
desires will be fulfilled."When the Lord disappeared,
Bharadvaja Muni fainted.

After staying here for some days, the sage departed
to see other holy places. The common people call this
place Bharui Danga. The scriptures consider this to be a
major holy place.” As Nityananda Prabhu spoke, they
returned to Mayapura. Isana Thakura welcomed them
back. Nityananda in unprecedented ecstasy sang and
danced amongst the devotees. That day, in the best of
holy places, the house of Jagannatha Misra where &ri
Caitanya advented Himself with the holy name, the
Lord’s own mother fed the Vaisnavas. Who could
describe the ecstasy they experienced there? The sound
of their ecstatic kirtana was tumultuous and resounded
throughout the heavens and Earth.

Bhaktivinoda, whose only hope is the shade of the
lotus feet of Nityananda and Jahnava, thus sings the glo-
ries of Nabadwipa-dhama.
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= 11 glories to Sri Caitanya and Nityananda. All
glories to Sri Advaita. All glories to Sri
Gadadhara, the embodiment of devotional
ecstasy. All glories to Srivasa Thakura and the devotees,
and all glories to Nabadwipa-dhama. All glories to the
holy name of Krsna, the abode of divine love.
Nityananda Prabhu was sitting in the courtyard of
Stivasa Thakura with tears streaming from His eyes out
of love for Sri Caitanya. Just then, saintly Vaisnavas
began arriving from all directions, flooding everyone
with love of Godhead. Jiva Goswami became mad with
ecstasy as he began tasting divine love of Radha-Krsna.
He fell before the lotus feet of Nityananda, his voice
wavering with ecstasy. Nityananda asked him, “Will you
soon go to Vrndavana?” Jiva answered, “The Lord’s will
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" is supreme. Accepting that order, I will soon go to
Vrndavana, yet I still have some questions to ask. For the
benefit of Your servant, please answer me, O Lord. You
say that Nabadwipa and Vrndavana are nondifferent. If
that is so, then why should one make the effort to go to
Vrndavana at all?”

Nityananda Prabhu answered, “This is a very deep
and confidential subject, so listen carefully. As long as
the Lord’s pastimes are present on this Earth, see that
materialists do not hear of this. Nabadwipa and Vrnda-
vana are one and the same. Neither is greater or lesser
than the other. The only difference is that Nabadwipa is
Vrndavana enhanced by the quality of magnanimity.

“Vrndavana is the reservoir of rasa, the goal of all liv-
ing beings, but one who is not qualified cannot receive
that nectar. Therefore, by the mercy of the Lord, that
same transcendental abode has become Nabadwipa,
where all souls can taste the highest nectar of love of
Godhead.

“The pastimes of Radha and Krsna are the source of
the highest ecstasy for living beings, but no one has any
immediate right to that pleasure. Only after many lives
of austerity can one reach the stage of knowledge. When
knowledge matures, one inquires after this nectarean
rasa. But as there are always many obstacles, achieving
this treasure is indeed rare. This rasa is, therefore, not
obtained by everyone who goes to Vrndavana. Rather,
the sweet nectar of Vrndavana turns sour because of
their offenses.

“Furthermore, this terrible age of Kali is filled with
faults. The body is short-lived and troubles are many. As
a result, even one who wants perfection cannot attain the
mellows of Vrndavana. The only method of achieving
the divine mellows of Vrndavana is to receive the mercy
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611 611 Gaura Krsna and Nityananda Rama have
descended to distribute rasa, and one who worships
Them quickly attains divine love.
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of Krsna. Radha and Krsna have personally come to dis-
tribute that mercy by appearing in the combined form as
Sri Caitanya in Nabadwipa. He has descended along
with Vrndavana to distribute divine rasa. Offenses are no
obstacle for one who worships Sr1 Caitanya; he quickly
attains the goal of divine love.

“Therefore, if one lives in Nabadwipa and takes shel-
ter of the holy name, his offenses will quickly cease and
he will soon taste divine rasa. Love of Krsna will quickly
shine within him, and Radha and Krsna will prevail
within his life. In this way, by receiving ‘the mercy of Sri
Caitanya, all souls can enter into the divine abode of
Vrndavana, the land of the nectarean pastimes of Radha
and Krsna.”

Nltyananda concluded, “As this is highly confiden-
tial, please do not discuss it openly. Except for this quali-
ty of magnanimity, there is no difference between
Nabadwipa and Vrndavana. As you are now qualified to
take shelter of the place where the mellows of Radha and
Krsna are fully manifested, you should now go to Vrnda-
vana and take shelter there. In the strict sense, of course,
there is no need to go to Vrndavana-dhama, for it is fully
present in Nabadwipa-dhama. Only to fulfill the order of
the Lord should you now go to Vrndavana. It is
absolutely necessary for all souls to take shelter of
Nabadwipa in order to become qualified for the divine
rasa of Vimdavana. Only when one actually attains gen-
uine appreciation of the mellows of Vrndavana may one
go and live there, where he can develop the full happi-
ness of divine mellows (rasa). One who achieves the
mercy of Nabadwipa, however, can easily attain Vrnda-
vana.”

Hearing these conclusions of the Lord, Jiva Goswami
caught hold of the lotus feet of Nityananda Prabhu in
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ecstatic bliss. Jiva told Him, “I have one more question, O
Lord. Please listen. Many people live in Nabadwipa but
still do not attain devotion for Krsna. They live in this
holiest of holy places, the land of greatest purification.
‘How is it possible for them to remain offensive? You are
the abode of the universe, the eternal Supreme
Personality of Godhead. Please resolve this one doubt
that has been disturbing me, O my Lord.”

Thus speaks the poor and humble Bhaktivinoda,
‘whose only hope is the shade of the lotus feet of ]ahnava

and Nityananda.
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. 1 glories to ST Caitanya, the son of Saci. All glo-
. ries to Nityananda Prabhu, the son of
A% Padmavati and the life of Jahnava-devi. All glo-
ries to Advaita Acarya, the husband of Sita, and all glo-
ries to 5r1 Gadadhara. All glories to Srivasa Thakura and
all the devotees.

In answer to Sri Jiva’s question, Nityananda Prabhu
spoke to the assembled devotees, revealing deep truths.
He said, “Listen, O Jiva. Both Vrndavana and
Nabadwipa are the shelter of countless devotees.
Purified souls, crossing over material nature, live there as
associates of Krsna. As opposed to the material world,
that abode is eternal, nonmaterial, and fully conscious.
You should know that the houses, gates, rivers, streams,
forests, and courtyards there are all fully spiritual and
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attractive. It is a blissful place, transcendental to material
nature, resting on Krsna's inconceivable and supremely
magnanimous existence (sandhini) potency.

“By the Lord’s potency, that holy land has descended
here in Nabadwipa-dhama. This is because Krsna’s
greatest desire is the deliverance of all souls. Since no
material person or thing can be situated in that spiritual
domain, a film of dull matter, of misconception, serves as
a protective coating to secure it from the materialists.
Those who have no relationship with 511 Caitanya may
appear to live in the dhama, but actually, they simply live
above that covering, blind to the real truth. Just as a bee
who sits on the outside of a jar of honey cannot taste the
honey within by licking the glass jar, a materialist can
never taste the real sweetness within the holy dhama.
Although one may think, 'I am in Nabadwipa,'
Praudhamaya happily keeps the holy dhama far away
from that person. But if by some great fortune one
receives the association of a devotee, he will soon devel-
op a relationship with Sr1 Caitanya Mahaprabhu. The
relationship between the soul and the Supreme Godhead
is a deep subject. O son of Vallabha, it is a treasure that
souls in bondage cannot easily understand. Even if one
calls out the name of Sri Caitanya with apparent affec-
tion, if that relationship is not genuine, one simply
remains entangled in the material world. Such a person
lives above the illusory coating of the dhima and never
attains pure devotion. Such persons are pretenders who
cheat themselves and others who are like them. They
have no humility, but are full of pride and think them-
selves fully qualified as great souls.

“But by the powerful mercy of the devotees, even
such a fallen person can give up his pride and perform
devotional service. One should think himself lower than
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a blade of grass, be more tolerant than a tree, and expect
no respect for himself but show respect to all others.
When one is endowed with these four qualities and sings
the glories of the Lord, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu person-
ally appears in his heart and establishes a relationship.
“There are five different kinds of relationship with
- Krsna: neutrality, servitude, friendship, parental affec-
tion, and conjugal love. By worshiping Sr1 Caitanya in
the mellows of neutrality and servitude, one gradually
realizes the higher mellows of friendship, parenthood,
‘and consorthood with SrT Krsna. On the path of perfec-
tion in loving Krsna, different moods awaken. These
moods develop into the predominating mellow in one’s
relationship with Krsna. )
“Whoever makes a material distinction between Sri
Caitanya and Sri Krsna is vile and worthless and will
never attain a relationship with Krsna. On the other
hand, whoever possesses the divine qualities, beginning
with humility, and accepts the association of devotees
will first worship Sri Caitanya in dasya, or a relationship
of servitude. The devotee gradually perfects this dasya
worship of Sri Caitanya, and it is in that mood that the
devotees call St Caitanya ‘Mahaprabhu.”
“After this, if one develops to the standard of love of
‘Godhead in the mood of Vrndavana, his worship of Sr1
‘Caitanya becomes the worship of Radha and Krsna.
Radha and Krsna have combined as one and descended
as Sri Gauranga. The complete pastimes of Riadha-Krsna
are fully present in Him. After the serving mood reaches
maturity in the heart of a living soul, the Vrndavana mel-
low naturally develops. At that time the form of
Gaurahari in Nabadwipa becomes that of Radha and
Krsna in Vrndavana, and the nectar of Their eternal pas-
times inundates the devotee. This is how a devotee
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enters into the eternal pastimes of Radha-Krsna in
Vrndavana.

“Nabadwipa and Vrndavana are one and the same,
although each of them have transcendentally unique
qualities. Materialists, who are blind to spiritual life, can-
not see the deep relation between Nabadwipa and
Vrndavana, or how they are inconceivably one and dif-
ferent. The relationship between Vrndavana and
Nabadwipa has its roots in the deep relationship
between Sri Krsna and Sri Caitanya, Who are also at once
equal but unique. When one develops a taste for the
most exalted mellows of divine love, he can see Radha
and Krsna within Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Very soon,
Riipa and Sanatana will teach you all these truths, O son
of Vallabha. Now the Lord Himself has given you the
right to enter Vrndavana. O Jiva, do not delay any longer
in going there.”

Saying this, the all-merciful Nityananda Prabhu
placed His lotus feet upon the head of Jiva Goswami,
empowering him with divine potency. At that moment,
Jiva Goswami, experiencing great ecstatic love of
Godhead, swooned and remained unconscious for some
time at Nityananda’s feet. There in the courtyard of
Srivasa, the symptoms of ecstasy overwhelmed Jiva’s
body. He cried, “How unfortunate I am that I could not
see the Lord’s pastimes in Nabadwipa. 511 Caitanya
Mahaprabhu performed His pastimes to free the souls
bound in this material world, but because I did not see
those activities, I am uselessly passing my days.”

Hearing that Sr1 Jiva Goswami would soon be
departing for Vrndavana, many devotees came to the
courtyard of Srivasa Thakura to bid him farewell. The
senior devotees gave him their blessings, and the
younger devotees begged him for his mercy. Folding his
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Weeping as he departed for Vrndavava on the order of
Nityananda Prabhu, Jiva Goswami bid farewell to all the
devotees present at Srivasangam.

133



Nabadwipa-Dhama Mahatmya

hands, Jiva then spoke, saying, “O devotees! Please

excuse all my offenses. You are all servants of Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu and gurus of the entire world. O
desire trees of devotion, bestow your mercy upon this
insignificant soul. Let my mind always be attracted to 5ri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, and let the mercy of Nityananda
Prabhu be my goal, birth after birth! A mere ignorant
child, I have given up my home. But you are my friends.
You are maintaining my life, for without the mercy of
devotees like you, no one can attain Krsna. Therefore, O
brothers, give me the dust from your lotus feet.”

With this he praised each of the devotees present in
the courtyard of Srivasa Thakura and bowed down
before them. Then Jiva Goswami went to the house of
Jagannatha Misra with the consent of Nityananda
Prabhu. At the lotus feet of Sacidevi, his heart moved by
spiritual emotions, he received the order to go to Vrnda-
vana. Bestowing upon him the dust from her lotus feet
and all her blessings, Sacidevi bade Jiva Goswami
farewell on his journey to Vrndavana.

Weeping and weeping, J[iva Goswami crossed the
Ganges. Crying the name of Sri Caitanya aloud, he went
on, knowing that the order of the Lord was supreme.
Finally, he reached the edge of the holy land. He offered
obeisances to the holy land of Nabadwipa and crossed
the boundary, leaving the dhama behind and beginning
the long journey to Vrndavana. Suddenly, the holy land
of Vrndavana with its beautiful Yamuna river awoke
within his heart. He felt the presence of his beloved
brothers Riipa and Sanatana Goswami.

One night, as he was continuing his travels, he rested
along the way and had a dream. gﬁ Caitanya appeared
to him and said, “Go to Mathura. There, you and your
brothers, who are all very dear to Me, should together
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reveal the scriptures of devotional service. Dedicate your
lives to My service and you will always be able to see My
pastimes in Vraja.”

Awakening from his dream, Jiva felt great ecstasy

and hurried to Vrndavana. The contribution that Jiva
Goswami made in Vrndavana is impossible to describe.

Later some fortunate soul will elaborate on this, and
hearing that story devotees will become jubilant.

This description of performing pilgrimage in the holy
land of Nabadwipa-dhama has been recorded by the
poor and humble Bhaktivinoda. I offer one prayer at the
feet of all Vaisnavas. O Vaisnavas, let my connection
with Sr1 Caitanya become firm. By your mercy, allow me
to become a resident of Nabadwipa-dhama. This is my
only request.

I am an evil worm in the hole of materialism, devoid
of devotion, filled with lust, and insane with anger. If
you are not kind upon me, how can an evil servant of
maya like me have any connection with 5ri Caitanya?

O Nabadwipa-dhama, please give me your mercy
and appear in my heart. Only then will I be able to
escape the clutches of illusion. O Praudhamaya, protect-
ing goddess of the holy dhama, you are the personifica-
tion of mercy and the only hope for crossing over the
troubles arising from ignorance. O Vrddha Siva, protec-
tor of the divine abode of Nabadwipa, be merciful unto
me and let the holy dhama be revealed to me. O resi-
dents of Nabadwipa, devotees of Sri Caitanya, kindly
place your holy feet upon my sinful head. Please hear
this prayer of mine, that I may quickly attain the shelter
of Sr1 Caitanya’s lotus feet.

Although I am very low and fallen, taking the order
of 511 Nityananda and Sri Jahnava-devi upon my head, I
have here described the glories of Nabadwipa-dhama.
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Because I have been ordered by Them to write this book
and because it is filled with the names of 51T Gauranga,
Nityananda, and Nabadwipa, I cannot be guilty of any
fault, although I am unqualified. O devotees! In reading
this work, please pluck from it the valuable fruit that will
enhance your pilgrimage. If one reads this book while
performing parikrama, the results of his pilgrimage will
increase a hundredfold. This is the verdict of scripture.
Bhaktivinoda Thakura, who sees himself as vile, low,
and worthless, who aspires for the shade of the lotus feet
of Sri Nitai and Jahnava, thus sings the glories of
Nabadwipa-dhama.
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The Holy Dhama
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t ay the dhama of Sn Nabadwipa, measuring six-
teen krosas in circumference, which is the crest
&4t jewel of all holy places and the resting place of
alI demigods, rsis, and the Vedas, and which is the prin-
cipal manifestation of the Lord’s sandhini potency, the
eternal existence upon which His cit and ananda poten-
cies reside, become visible to my eyes.

May my eyes see the sixteen krosas of Vrndavana
within Mathura-mandala as identical with Nabadwipa
within Gaura-mandala. These dhamas are but two manifes-
tations of one prmmple which is infinite and purely spiri-
tual, and which, only for the reasons of differing pas-
times of the Lord, has taken the form of two abodes. By
that one inconceivable potency (acintya $akti) which is
infinite and spiritual, the Lord has brought these two
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dhamas into the material world in order to liberate the liv-
ing entities dwelling here. This is the mercy of SrT Krsna.
May all those bound by maya see this Vrndavana and
Nabadwipa-dhama.

Only by attaining the proper qualifications can the
senses of the living entities taste the spiritual nectar of
these dhamas. Instead of tasting sweet nectar, unqualified
persons with material senses scornfully deride these
places as trifling bits of dull matter. Since the cause of
qualification is the mercy of Krsna Himself coming
through the mercy of the devotees, the living entities
should seek out the association of the pure devotees of
the Lord. One cannot attain proper qualification by fol-
lowing the paths of jiiana and karma. Only by means of
devotional faith and by the association of the devotees of
the Lord can one overcome the prison of the material
world. The very moment that the senses of the living
entity give up material illusion, his eyes will see the
splendor of the spiritual dhama.

O when shall I attain that state? When shall I see Sri
Nabadwipa-dhama, thus transcending the boundaries of
material existence? More cooling than the brilliance of
ten million moons, when will that dhama appear before
my eyes?

The nine islands of Gaura-mandala are like a giant
lotus. In the middle of the eight islands which are the
eight petals of that lotus is the supreme island called
Antardwipa, and in the center of that island rests
Mayapura, the appearance place of the Lord on Earth.
Upon seeing that, I shall achieve overwhelming bliss.
The Vedas sing of a transcendental place called
Brahmapura. When my eyes are free from illusion, I shall
see that place as identical with Sri Mayapura. It is in this
place, the supreme Gokula or Mahavana of Vraja, that
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the son of Saci performed His eternal pastimes.

What was the abode of the gopas and gopis (vaiSyas) in
Vraja has become the abode of the brahmana families in
Nabadwipa-dhama. In the center of Mayapura eternally
exists the dwelling of the brahmana Jagannatha Misra, the
supreme purifying agent. Though eyes afflicted by mate-
rial illusion will look there and see only a small house,

some earth, water, and a few articles, if Mayadevi is mer-

ciful and lifts her covering, one shall see a vast spiritual
dwelling where St Gauranga is served by His eternal
mother, father, and countless servants, all incessantly
mad with love. There Lakémipriya and Visnupriya eter-
nally serve the Lord’s lotus feet. Sri Gauranga, embody-
ing the whole Pafica-tattva, resides in that place in His
wondrous form. Sri Nityananda and Sri Advaita,
Gadadhara and Srivasa, and innumerable devotees have
their individual places in Mayapura. Everywhere are the
houses of Vaisnavas. O Mayapura, please be merciful to
me.

To the southwest, the Ganga or Yamuna, twisting
like a serpent for her own benefit, comes to serve Sri
Gauranga, the jewel of the twice-born. Upon her banks
are many ghats, temples, a multitude qf groves, and the
images of Praudhamaya and Vrddha Siva, who are the
protective guardians of the holy dhama. Throughout
Mayapura are scattered countless houses of the
brahmanas, wide roadways, courtyards, forests, and tem-
ples. In the southeast, on the bank of the Saraswati River,
is the eternal area known as Iéodyana, the garden of the
Lord.

Why should the rascals of Kali-yuga, bound up tight-
ly by material illusion, have the privilege of seeing all
these treasures of the spiritual realm? Mayadevi has thus
hidden the dhama, taking advantage of the erosive nature
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“of the Ganga. Thus the eyes of the materialist can see
only the shadow of the real Mayapura. By the mercy of
Sri Nityananda, who is the possessor of all spiritual pow-
ers, may that Mayapura be revealed to my eyes and may
my eyes be imbued with the proper reverence. O
Nityananda Prabhu, please bless this worthless fool with
a vision of the household pastimes of the Lord which
transpired in this land. O Mayapura, center of the eight-
petalled lotus which is golden-glowing, effulgent, and
pure, please shine before my eyes!

Here and there are groves, the lake of Prthu, and
many pastures for the cows. How beautiful they are to
see! There are many water canals, grain fields, and wide
roads lined with kadamba, bakula, and other types of
trees. To the west of this, on the bank of the Ganga,
stands Ganganagara, where in Gangadasa’s house the
Lord and His brahmana friends attended to their studies.
There also one can see Bharadvaja-Tila, where the great
muni Bharadvaja, by worshipping Gauranga, obtained
prema, and then wrote sutras in order to uplift materialis-
tic men to the platform of devotional service.

North of Prthu Kunda is the village of the Chand
Kazi (Mathura in Krsna lila). There also is Sasthi Tirtha
and the exquisite Madhuvana, an extensive area populat-
ed with many residences. O eyes, please become purified
by seeing this scene. Further north is the attractive
Saradanga, where the Sabara race, out of fear of the
demon Bahurakta, resides secretly with Lord Jagannatha.
May I always keep sight of this place.

Northwest of Mathura I shall see the splendor of
Slmantadw1pa whose border is the bank of the Ganga.
There in great distress Sri Parvati took the dust of the
lotus feet of Gauranga upon her head. In the distance I
shall see Bilvapaksa Forest, where the four Kumara
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brothers are deeply absorbed in meditation on
Gauranga. And further in the distance I shall see the land
known as Sankarsana Ksetra, where Nityananda Prabhu
performed His sublime pastimes.

In the southern portion of Mayapura, on the bank of
the Ganga near its junction with the Saraswati, is the
grove called Tsodyana. May that forest be the place of my
eternal devotions. At this place my Lord Sri Sacinandana,
along with His associates, performed His midday pas-
times.

Seeing the brilliance of this grove, I shall remember
Radha Kunda. May all this be eternally visible to my
eyes. Amid the huge trees and dense vines various types
of birds are singing the glories of Gauranga, and there is
a large lake and a golden temple covered with diamonds
and blue and yellow sapphires. The materialists, their
eyes sunk in material sense gratification, cannot see these
groves, however. They see only a small piece of land cov-
ered with thorns which is periodically thrown into disar-
ray by the flooding of the Ganga.

In the middle of Madhuvana is Visrama Sthana, the
place of Kholaveca Sridhara’s cottage, and a clean pond.
After rectifying the Kazi, Sri Gaurangadeva came here
with His followers and took rest. When shall I shout
“Gauranga!” at this place with my voice faltering? When
shall I cry here in solitude? When shall I see, in the emo-
tion of divine love, Sri Gaurasundara drinking water
from Sridhara’s old iron pot? And when by great fortune
shall T see the young son of Saci in the midst of kirtana
along with Nityananda, Advaita, Gadadhara, and
Srivasa, dancing and begging love of God at the house of
Sridhara?

After that I shall see Suvarnabihar, the place of King

- Suvarna Sen’s incomparable castle, where Gauranga, in
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* His supremely attractive golden form, danced with His
retinue. When shall I wander throughout Suvarna Bihar
alone or with the devotees, weeping in love, my voice
wavering? There, at the lotus feet of Gauranga, I shall
beg for a speck of service to Their Lordships Radha and
Krsna and offer my very life to the shelter of Srimati
Radharani’s lotus feet.

Southeast of here is Nrsimha Puri. When shall I see
its beauty, and when will I become overwhelmed with
ecstasy upon receiving pure Krsna-prema? Because my
heart is the residence for lust and the other five enemies,
duplicity, longing for fame, and insincerity, I shall pray
to Sr1 Nrsimhadeva to purify my heart and give me the
desire to serve Krsna. O when shall I, weeping, beg at the
lotus feet of Sr1 Nrsimha for the ability to worship Radha
and Krsna in Nabadwipa, free from all difficulties?
When will the Lord, who is fearful to evil but exceeding-
ly merciful to Prahlada and the devotees, become
pleased to give me some mercy? When will He be
pleased to speak to this worthless fool and remove all my
fears?

“Dear child, stay here happily in Gaura-dhama, wor-
ship Radha and Krsna, and develop attraction for the
Holy Name. By the mercy of My devotees all material
obstacles are transcended. With purified heart just wor-
ship the pastimes of Radha and Krsna, which are a flow
of sweet nectar.” Saying this, when will that Lord glee-
fully place His feet upon my head, at which moment I
shall fall on the ground, showing symptoms of ecstasy
and experiencing love for Radha and Krsna by the mercy
of SrT Nrsimha?

West of this is the Gandaka River, past the
Alakananda River and Kasi Ksetra. Then, in Godruma, I
shall see the place where Indra’s surabhi cow worshiped
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the Lord. This place is one of a kind in the three worlds.
Just as Tsodyana and Radha Kunda lie close to the bank
of the Ganga, so Godruma, where Markandeya received
mercy from the Lord, lies close to the bank of the
Saraswati. O mind, please worship the groves of
Godruma, for by this very soon you will see the full
wealth of Gauranga’s pastimes. Seeing these pastimes,
you will easily attain the pastimes of Radha and Krsna
and all your desires will be fulfilled.

Godruma is Nandagrama, the city of Nanda and the
residence of the gopas, where Lord Gauranga performed
many pastimes. Having taken milk products for lunch at
a cowherd’s house in the afternoon, Nimai would go and
herd the cows with His gopa friends. The cowherd boys
would say, “O brother, you are a gopal. Your form as a
brahmana boy does not suit You. Come; we shall carry
You on our shoulders and go herd the cows. We shall
head towards your mother’s place in Mayapura.”

One gopa would affectionately give Nimai cheese
mixed with condensed milk, and another gopa would
become unsteady just on seeing the wonderful form of
the Lord. Another gopa would give Him fruits and flow-
ers, saying, “Come to my house every day. You are wor-
shiped by the brahmanas but You are also the Lord of us
gopas. We cannot give You up. You are the object of our
knowledge and meditation. Look, even the cows, simply
upon seeing You, begin mooing and giving up their
calves and the grass. Since it is late now, go home to
Your father’s house, and tomorrow we shall again meet
here. I will keep yogurt, cheese, and condensed milk for
You, but if You are late, I will become upset.”

In this way, daily in Godruma Forest Nimai and
Nitai would play with the cowherd boys. If it was not too
late, Nimai would bathe in the Ganga before proceeding
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home. Will such a day ever be mine when I shall see

these pure love-laden pastimes of Gauranga? Aspiring to
serve the Lord in the company of the gopas and with the
sentiments of a gopa, I shall reside in a cottage in
Godruma with fixed mind.

South of Godruma lies attractive Madhyadwipa,
filled with a string of beautiful forests. There, at midday,
Gauranga and the devotees came and gave the seven rsis
their daréana; there also on the bank of the Gomalti in
Naimisa Forest, the rsis listen with rapt attention to a
recitation of the Chaitanya-bhagavata. To hear this narra-
tive about Gauranga, Lord Siva and the demigods mount
Brahma’s swan and make haste to arrive. When shall I
wander through this forest and see that assembly listen-
ing to the Gaura Purana? On the bank of the Gomati,
when shall T hear stories about Sri Chaitanya on the eka-
dast day and during the holy month of Karttika? When
shall the audience of Saunaka and the rsis give me mercy
and put their foot dust on my head? I will raise my two
hands and say, “O residents of Nabadwipa, attentively
drink the nectar of Gauranga-lila in this forest!”

South of there lies Brahmana Puskara, nondifferent
~ from Puskara, where the brahmana Jivana dasa wor-
shipped Gauranga and was consoled by seeing His gold-
en form. Further south is Uccahatta, nondifferent from
Kuruksetra of Brahmavarta. Here all the demigods
reside, performing Gaura-kirtana; sometimes the resi-
dents can hear that music. At midday Gauranga and His
associates would stroll in these forests, overcome with
transcendental love. When the devotees would give just
a hint of Krsna’s pastimes, Gauranga, tasting the emo-
tions of Radha, would begin to sing and dance. When
shall I, alone or in the company of devotees, drown in the
waves of the ocean of love of Sri Caitanya? When shall
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wander at noon in the forest of Madhyadwipa, under-
standing that emotional state of the Lord? When will the
inhabitants of Madhyadwipa be merciful and reveal to
this destitute wretch his goal: “See, here is Gauranga, our
Lord, dancing with His associates in a grand kirtana in
Brahmanagar on the bank of Brahma Kunda.”

When shall I see that astounding golden form of
Gauranga with two long arms, wearing a garland of for-
est flowers and calling out loudly, “Chant the Holy
Name, one and all!” At that moment, Srivasa and all the
devotees, shouting “Hari! Hari!” will begin sankirtana,
and some will shout, “Chant the name of Gaurahari,
brother, for without Him we cannot attain the service of
Radha and Krsna!”

Near Uccahatta is Paficaveni, the holy place where
the demigods come to relax. At this place the three
streams of the Ganga (Bhagirathi, Bhogavati, and
Alakananda) and the Yamuna and Saraswatl come
together, desiring to perform service to Gauranga. By
bathing here Gauranga and His men purified this tirtha
of the sins of the people of Kali-yuga. Vyasadeva and the
rsis recognize that in all the fourteen worlds there is
nothing to compare with the Pancaveni. When, by
bathing in the waters of the Paficaveni, shall I be able to
obtain constant remembrance of the lotus feet of Sri
Gauranga? Filling my hands with the water which has
washed those feet, drinking my fill and becoming intoxi-
cated by the association of Gauranga—when shall I be so
blessed?

Across the Ganga from Paficaveni is Koladwipa,
where the Lord in the form of a boar appeared to His
devotee. In scripture this place is called Varaha Ksetra. It
is a spiritual realm rarely attained by the demigods.
Known as Kuliya Pahara, it is the topmost place of
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Gaura-lila. After taking sannyasa Sri Chaitanya attempted
a journey to Vrndavana, but He was tricked and came to
this town instead. Here also is the school of
Vidyavacaspati, the brother of Sarvabhauma

Bhattacarya. By the power of his pure devotion he

attracted the Lord by taking bath in the Ganga. When
shall T stand on this bank of the Ganga and by the mercy
of Vidyavacaspati view the opulences of the spiritual
kingdom?

When will the Lord, king of the sannydsis, be visible
at the top of His palace? Seeing the effulgence of that san-
nyasi, 1 shall fall to the earth in great separation. Just as
the gopis, upon seeing Krsna in Dvaraka dressed as a
king, began to weep, remembering His pastimes on the
bank of the Yamuna, so I long to take the Lord back to
Mayapura where He was shining in the dress of a young
boy, His hair long and curled, His dhoti folded thrice, and
performing many charming pastimes with His young
friends in Iéodyana. This sannyas is also my Lord and I
am His servant, and these different appearances the Lord
assumes are but some of His unlimited pastimes. But my
heart desires to take the Lord back to the bank of Prthu-
kunda, to Srivasangam! :

Further on from here lies Samudragiri, purifier of the
whole universe, where formerly King Samudra Sen
fought with Bhima and received the darsana of the Lord,
who acknowledges His pure devotees. Here also the
ocean, overcome with divine love and taking shelter of
the Ganga, came to see the pastimes of Nabadwipa-
dhama. In this way, witnessed by both the demigods and
the demons, Gangasagara resides in Nabadwipa.

The fortunate living entities can see Bahulavana within
Koladwipa. Absorbed in kirtana, Gauranga and His asso-
ciates came and danced here many times. O Koladwipa,
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be merciful to this worthless person, give me the right to
live in Nabadwipa among the devotees, and give me
access to the wealth of the pastimes of Gauranga, Who is
my Lord in life and death.

In the northern part of Koladwipa is Campakahatta, a
great firtha where Jayadeva worshipped Gauranga and
where Vaninatha had his house. In that house the Lord
performed a great festival of nama sankirtana and showed
the great extent of His prema. At this village is also a cam-
paka forest, where the gopt Campakalata gathers flowers
for the garlands of Radha and Krsna. This is nondifferent
from Khadiravana in Vraja, where Krsna and Balarama
take rest.

At Rtudwipa, the abode of transcendental bliss cov-
ered with attractive forests, the seasons perform eternal
service to the Lord. In one part of this area exists Radha
Kunda of Vraja. Sometimes Gauranga, singing the glo-
ries of Krsna and remembering the pastimes of Krsna as
a cowherd boy, would call out the names of the cows
repeatedly: “Syamali! Dhubali!” Weeping, He would also
call out for Subala and Sridama. When shall I wander in
Rtudwipa, seeing the beauty of the forests and becoming
stunned upon seeing the pastimes at Radha Kunda
enacted directly before my eyes?

Here, on the bank of the Manasa Ganga near Radha
Kunda, Krsna and Balarama, together with Dama, Bala,
and Mahabala, would go off to distant solitary forests
with countless cows and calves, playing tricks, singing,
and gossiping as they went along. Losing sight of the
calves, they become alarmed; but at the sound of Krsna's
flute, the calves all come running back. Just as I am able
to catch a glimpse of this pastime, it all vanishes; and
thus I fall to the ground unconscious. But upon regaining
my senses, I shall rise up and continue wandering slowly
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through the forests.

“O Gauranga, O Krsnacandra, ocean of mercy! You
are the wealth of the wretched and poor, and I am the
lowest rascal!” Saying this and weeping continuously, I
move onward until suddenly I come to Vidyanagara.
This Vidyanagara is the abode of the four Vedas and the
sixty-four branches of knowledge and is known as
Saraswati Pitha. At this place Brahma, Siva, and the rsis
revealed all types of knowledge to the residents of the
material world. Knowing that the Lord would perform
His educational pastimes here, Brhaspati gave up his
abode in Svargaloka. Taking the form of Vasudeva
Sarvabhauma, he came here and taught all types of
knowledge according to various processes.

Whoever lives at Vidyanagara and sings the glories
of Gauranga becomes a fortunate teacher and will never
know grief. Whoever takes up the worship of Gauranga
and receives the vision of His transcendental form will
be freed from all ignorance. Shall I ever see that
Gaurasundara, as He goes to Vidyanagara with the
intention of gaining knowledge?

Here also, Devananda Pandit, opposing the devotees,
committed an offense to Srivasa Thakura and was pun-
ished by the Lord. Even Sesa does not fully understand
the pastimes of the Lord, such as when He will become

excited by a certain action, what will be the object of His

thoughts, why He gives up chanting to punish the stu-
dents who criticize Him, or what types of happiness He
gains by defeating His teachers. Yet whatever the Lord
does is a cause of bliss. The Lord is independent and, as I
am simply His servant, my very limited intelligence does
not have the power to judge Him.

O all you inhabitants of Nabadwipa who were His
teachers, you took nourishment of the Lord’s eternal pas-
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times and are therefore worthy of all respects. Please give
to me who am destitute the qualification to enter into
nama sankirtana. Unto the firtha of Vidyanagara I make
the request that the darkness which hides Gauranga’s
identity may never cover my mind; may my mind tran-
scend this maya.

North of Vidyanagara shines Jahnudwipa, where the
hermitage of Jahnu Muni is visible to all. Here Jahnu
Muni drank the Ganga, who then appeared as his
daughter Jahnavi. Here also, Bhismadeva learned bhaga-
vat-dharma in the muni’s asrama, and Jahnu himself sin-
cerely took to worshipping the Lord and attained the
lotus feet of Sri Chaitanya. This Jahnudwipa is nondiffer-
ent from Bhadravana of Vraja. When will that forest be
visible to my eyes? On top of Bhisma Tila in that forest I
shall perform my worship, and in the evening Bhisma
will appear before me in his pure spiritual form—black
like Krsna, wearing Tulasi mala, decorated with twelve
tilaka marks, and constantly chanting the Holy Name in
bliss.

Bhismadeva will say to me, “Listen, O newcomer to
Nabadwipa. Now I am singing the glories of Gauranga.
Prior to this, while dying on the battlefield of Kuruksetra,
I was able to see Sri Krsna. And the Lord told me,
‘Previously, you had the daréana of Nabadwipa, and as a
result of that, you have gained Gauranga’s mercy and
have become an eternal inhabitant of Nabadwipa.’
Therefore, give up all other desires and aspirations, live
in Nabadwipa, and worship Gaurahari. You no longer
have any need to fear the bondage of material objects, for
it is certain that you will attain Gauranga'’s lotus feet.

“By the mercy of the Lord the liberated souls can see
the pastimes of Gauranga and Krsna at all times in this
Dhama. Lamentation, fear, death, all causes of distur-
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bance, all material desires, and all afflictions of the condi-
tioned souls—none of these things can exist here. The
pure devotees, by the potion of servitude to Krsna, have
all sunk into an ocean of happiness. They do not know
the pains of this world and they do not experience the
difficulty of any wants, because they are situated in pure
bodies with pure desires.

“The Supreme Lord, who has unlimited devoted fol-
lowers (who are either eternally liberated or coming
from the material world), performs His pastimes in this
forest with each individual according to his respective
emotional constitution. This place is unlimited and with
no connection to dull matter, for here the spiritual energy
is in control. The Lord’s followers, the place, time, the
senses of the body—all are situated beyond the deluding
energy in a state of pure goodness.

“As long as one does not give up the body in material
existence, and as long as one’s intelligence sticks to mate-
rial designation, the actual dhama will not be visible to
him in its complete form. That is by the Lord’s desire.
However, by the Lord’s mercy you will receive a spiritu-
al body, for at this place progress is unobstructed. The
illusions of the material energy will retreat, and you will
receive unlimited bliss in this eternal spiritual realm.

“But as long as you have your present body, hold
onto the principles of bhakti very carefully. Service to the
devotees, chanting the name of Krsna, and worship of
Radha-Krsna should be performed diligently at all times.
With the help of the devotees, the Name and the dhima,
keep undesirable association far away. Soon you will
attain residence in the eternal dhama, and there pure ser-
vice to Radha-Krsna will be manifest.”

Hearing these instructions of Bhismadeva, I will offer
my obeisances at his feet. Giving his blessings, he will
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disappear; and weeping, I will proceed to
Modadrumadwipa Forest. This forest is nondifferent
from &ri Bhandiravana of Vraja, where the birds and
beasts are all spiritual entities. In the branches of the trees
live cuckoos who sing the glories of Gauranga and Sita
and Rama continuously. The countless banyan trees
spread their branches out to block the sun. When will
this place where Krsna and Balarama displayed Their
pastimes be visible to my eyes?

When shall I wander about, observing the splendor
of this forest, and suddenly spot the cottage of Rama—
and witness the sight of Rama, the color of new green
grass, wearing the dress of a brahmacari, accompanied by
Laksmana and Sita? Seeing Ramacandra’s form, I shall
fall to the ground in the forest, my body shaking with
love, speechless, as I drink the beauty of that form with
my two eyes. Being merciful, Laksmana will come for-
ward slowly with fruit in His hands and place His foot
gently upon my head.

“My son, here, eat this fruit. Living in the forest, this
is all we have to offer to our guests.” Just as He says this,
the vision will dissolve, and weeping and weeping I shall
begin to eat the fruit. Within my heart I shall remember
that inconceivable vision. Shall I ever see that breathtak-
ing green form of Rama again? O land of transcendental
gems, Bhandiravana, my heart weeps without end to
leave you! At that place Balarama and Krsna, on the pre-
text of herding cows, performed many pastimes. In the
same way, Gauranga performed many pastimes here in
Modadruma, becoming intoxicated by the sound of kir-
tana in the company of His friends.

Then slowly I shall go to Vaikunthapura, to the forest
called Nihsreyasa, which is abundant with all grandeur.
There resides the Lord of the spiritual sky who is wor-

153



Nabadwipa-Bhava-Taranga

shipable by all the demigods, in the company of His
three energies Lila, Bhi, and Sri. As much as my Krsna is
endowed with the topmost sweetness, so the Lord of
Vaikuntha is endowed with all opulence and grandeur.
Krsna is not without the same opulences, but He makes
these invisible to His devotees. O Lord of Vaikuntha,
You were merciful to Narada. Hiding Your opulences,
You satisfied Narada by transforming Yourself into the
form of Gauranga. Seeing that form I shall dance; diving
into the ocean of bliss, I shall cry out in a loud voice.
Crossing over the Viraja River and leaving Brahmani
Nagara, I shall climb to the top of Arka Tila, sit there, and
worship Gaurahari. I shall become intoxicated singing
the nectar of the Name. O Arkadeva, Stirya, let me see
you: reddish-hued, long-armed, clothed in the dawn,
with tulasi-mala, sandalwood paste smeared on your
body, the name of Gaurahari on your lips, and tears in
your eyes. I know you will then speak to me, saying,
“My son, I have appeared before you because you are a
devotee of Sr1 Gauranga. We demigods, directors of
material affairs, are also servants of Gauranga’s lotus
feet. I simply aspire to be the servant of the servant of
Gauranga. By my blessings you will obtain Krsna-bhakti,
and you will have the strength to live in the dhama and
chant the Holy Name. But I derive so much happiness
hearing your singing of the sweet Name of the Lord that
you must please keep coming to this place always.”
Offering obeisances at Stiryadeva'’s feet, I shall pro-
ceed to Mahatpura. This Mahatpura is nondifferent from
Kamyavana of Krsna-lild. Here, Yudhisthira and his
brothers resided with Draupadi for some time, here they
heard the Gaurariga Purana from Sri Vyasadeva, and here
they performed intensive worship of Gauranga. Even
now the devotees can see the assembly of Yudhisthira
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and the rsis—Sukadeva, Cyarvak, Devala, Gargamuni,
and Bhauma—sitting at the base of a tree, weeping as
they hear the pastimes of Gauranga. When shall I see
that assembly, offer my dandavats from a distance, and
hear from the mouth of Vyasadeva the story of Gauranga
delivering the atheists? In love and ecstasy I shall fall
unconscious. After some time, seeing the assembly gone,
shouting the name of Gauranga, I shall fall flat on the
earth and cry.

Feeling hunger during the end of the first quarter of
the day, I shall pick fruits from that forest. But at that
time Draupadi, the wife of the Pandavas, will approach,
carrying rice and cooked greens, and say, “Here, child,
take this offering of mine—rice and a few sweets—which
have been offered to Gauranga.” Offering my full obei-
sances, I shall extend my hand and receive the rice and
greens. Taking the wonderful prasada, all my desires will
be satisfied. Whoever gets the mercy of the prasada of the
Lord obtains pure Krsna-bhakti. May I eternally be the
recipient of that mercy so that I shall be able to easily
give up this material world.

Having taken that prasada, when shall I come to
Rudradwipa—nondifferent from Kailasa, the abode of
Lord Siva—which shines throughout the three worlds
and where the eleven Rudras dance and become para-
lyzed with love of God? Here Durvasa took shelter, gave
up the practice of yoga, and began worshiping
Gauranga’s lotus feet. Astavakra, Dattatreya, and the
other yogis, along with Lord Siva gave up the monistic
philosophy and instead engaged themselves in medita-
tion on the lotus feet of Gauranga. No longer do they
desire to merge into the brahmajyoti.

When shall I wander in the forest and come to the
Siva-linga? Sitting there, I shall meditate on Gauranga;
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and then I shall behold Parvati-devi not too distant.
When she notices me, I shall pay my respects and ask,
“What is your name, Mother?”

With tears in her eyes she will reply, “O my son, my
sorrow is impossible to describe. There are five types of
liberation, and I have been given the name of Sayujya, or
Nirvana. My four sisters Salokya, Sarupya, Samipya, and
Sarsti have gone to Vaikunthapura, leaving me here
bewildered. By the mercy of Mahadeva, Dattatreya and
others were giving me attention for some time, but final-
ly they gave me up and took up residence in
Rudradwipa. Uselessly I am now looking for them.
Where and when shall I find them? Sri Gaurangadeva
has liberated everyone but is merciless to me. Therefore |
shall find a place to give up my life. And because I am
bereft of Gauranga’s mercy, that place will be called
Nirdaya.”

Just hearing the word sayujya, my heart will tremble
as if in fear of the witch Patana. In great fear I shall close
my eyes and sit tight at this place. Then someone will
touch me, and I shall rise and see before me the figure of
Siva, dancing and singing out to Gauranga, “O merciful
son of Saci, give mercy to all living entities. Drive away
all fear!” I shall fall at Mahadeva's feet, requesting purifi-
cation. Being merciful, he will place his feet on my head
and give me instruction.

“Listen—devotion to Sri Krsna is the essence, and
jiiana, karma, mukti, and yoga are all useless! By my mercy
you will conquer maya and quickly attain the shade of
the lotus feet of Gauranga. To the south see &ri Pulina
there, so attractive. That is Vrndavana within
Nabadwipa. Go there to witness Krsna’s pastimes. Soon
you will attain Sri Radha’s lotus feet.”

Siva will disappear, and after bowing down I shall
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move on, crying all the while. Viewing Sri Pulina, I shall
fall unconscious to the earth, my voice choked with emo-
tion and producing only a gurgling sound. In that state
of samadhi, in a divine vision, a wondrous figure will
appear performing her constitutional service. I shall rec-
ognize that it is I, Kamala Manjari, the eternal assistant of
Ananga Manjari, the goddess of my heart. She will intro-
duce me to all her companions and give me the service of
preparing camphor for Their Lordships Sri SrT Radha
and Govinda, and she will reveal to me the pastimes of
the Divine Couple.

Near 5ri Pulina is the Rasa Mandala, where the son of
the king of the gopas, Sri Krsna, surrounded by a thou-
sand million gopis, is dancing with Sr1 Radha. Such dal-
liance does not exist within the material world! Who is
the person that, upon seeing this, can ever give up that
astounding sight? That sight which I shall see, I shall not
be able to describe. I shall lock it in my heart and gaze
upon it eternally. In my own grove, while cultivating
that sight in my heart, I shall serve constantly under the
direction of the sakhis. 3

West of the Rasa Mandala is Sr1 Dhira Samira, and
further off, Vamsivata and the bank of the Yamuna.
Ananga Manjari, the younger sister of Srimatt Radharani,
will mercifully show me the dhama, and being ques-
tioned by Riipa Manjarl my mistress Ananga Manjar1
will reply, “This new servant will be engaged in Lalita’s
service. Her name is Kamala Manjari and she is very
devoted to SrT Gauranga. Be merciful to her by giving her
direction and seeing to her progress in cultivating devo-
tion to our Lordships.”

Hearing this, Riipa Manjari will touch my body with
her hand, thereby mercifully imparting to me sublime
spiritual emotions and the intense desire to worship, fol-
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lowing in her footsteps. Visakha, whose complexion is
like lightning and with ornaments and dress sparkling
like the midnight stars, will appear with the camphor
tray in her hand. I shall fall at her feet and beg for the
shelter of Sri Radha’s lotus feet. They will take me to the
private grove of Lalita, who is dwelling inside, meditat-
ing on service to Radharani. I shall offer my obeisances
at her lotus feet, and Visakha will explain my identity to
her. “This is one inhabitant of Nabadwipa who wants to
serve you and thereby serve the feet of Radha and
Krsna.”

Lalita, very pleased, will say, “Give her a place

beside your associates, and there she will attentively per-
form her desired service. At the time of your service take
her with you, and gradually she will receive the mercy of
611 Radha. Without the mercy of Radha, how can the ser-
vice of Radha and Krsna be attained?”

Hearing Lalita’s words, Ananga ManjarT will take me
to her grove. At the time of service, being very affection-
ate, she will graciously allow me to accompany her.
Performing my task, I shall catch a glimpse of Radha and
Krsna in the distance. And then perhaps 511 Radha will
give me a direct order, give me the shade of Her lotus

- feet, give me Her direct mercy. As I perform that service,
I shall gradually become expert. Thus I shall please
Radha and Krsna, and in that way I shall reach the
heights of ecstasy.

My dream broken, I shall weep and weep; and gaz-
ing at Sri Pulina, slowly cross the Ganga. Living at
Isodyana in my private grove, I shall worship Gauranga,
Who is nondifferent from Radha and Krsna. Then I shall
very carefully worship Radha and Govinda and shall
gaze upon Radha Kunda and Vrndavana. Remembering
the lotus feet of Ananga Manjari and the sakhis, I shall
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drown in the ocean of love for Radha and Krsna and in
the unlimited bliss attained by performing my service to
Their Lordships. )

This Bhaktivinoda, servant of the servant of Sri
Caitanya, is begging for residence in Nabadwipa-dhama.
I am eager for the shelter of the feet of Sri Rapa and
Raghunatha Goswamis (Riipa and Rati Manjaris), and
from them I anxiously beg to achieve my perfect spiritual
body and service. O residents of Nabadwipa and Vrnda-
vana, please quickly establish me in the circle of the
Lord’s servitors. That is certainly within your power, for
you are already stationed there. As my position is to be
but a servant, by somehow assisting you in your service
to Their Lordships, I shall be able to obtain residence in
the dhiama. And Nabadwipa-dhama—again I beg You to
give me Your mercy, for without first receiving Your
specific mercy, how can anyone attain to any of the
Lord’s dhamas?

Please do not consider whether I am qualified or not,
especially in my attempt to present this book. I have sim-
ply extracted the essence of the instructions of Sri
Jahnava-devi (Ananga Manjari) and Nityananda Prabhu,
the holder of all energies. Thus, whoever reads this
Nabadwipa-bhava-tarariga with devotional faith will be
able to experience the nectar of the pastimes of
Gauranga. Svariipa Damodara (51 Lalita) will certainly
give him mercy, give him the shade of his lotus feet, and
accept him as an associate in the holy dhama.
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ne night while

Srila Bhaktivinoda
was on the roof of his
home deeply meditat-
ing on the place where
Sri Caitanya appeared,
he experienced a divine ,
vision of an effulgent | <4
cottage to the northeast.
The next morning he L
went to the vicinity which was revealed to |
him and inquired from the many devoted
Mayapura-visis who resided in that area.
He was guided to a large mound of earth
covered with Tulasi plants. This was the |
exact spot of Jagannatha Misra’s house.
The Thakura became surcharged with spir-
itual ecstasy, and the manifestation of that |
ananda took the form of Sri Nabadwipa- |
dhama-mahatmya.

Sr: Nuabadwipa-bhava-taranga, the second
book presented in this edition, is an
intimate darsana with Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakura in which he shares with the reader
his deep vision of the holy dhama. Follow
the Thakura in his mood of service and ‘
éxperience Nabadwipa as you never have |
before! |
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